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Brussels News 

CLECAT APPOINTED AS RAPPORTEUR OF DTLF SG1 
 
In the second half of April, the first subgroup meetings of the Digital Transport and Logistics Forum 
(DTLF) were organised in Brussels by the EU Commission’s DG MOVE.  CLECAT’s senior manager 
Dominique Willems, was appointed Rapporteur for Subgroup 1 (SG1). DTLF SG1 will advise on 
digitalisation of transport documents and provide a significant contribution in the preparation of 
delegated and implementing acts for the Regulation on electronic Freight Transport Information 
(eFTI).  
 
The DTLF is the expert group assisting the Commission in the development and implementation of the 
EU’s activities and programmes aimed at the digitalisation of transport and logistics. The second DTLF 
mandate started earlier this year, now as a formalised Commission Expert Group with a clear and 
tangible mandate and will last five years. It consists of more than 100 public and private sector experts 
in the field of logistics and digitalisation. The main task for the next year is to provide advice on the 
eFTI Regulation, which will ensure that transport information which needs to be provided to 
authorities and is currently contained in paper-based transport documents, can be provided through 
electronic means. In the previous plenary meeting, it was already decided that SG1 would work on: 
 

- the creation of an EU common transport data set 
- the establishment of common procedures and detailed rules, including common technical 

specifications, for competent authorities' access relevant information 
- identification and authentication of accesses to the relevant information   
- the minimum requirements for IT service providers and the certification procedure   

 
As rapporteur, Mr. Willems will be responsible for the guarding of achievement of the DTLF SG1 goals, 
ensuring sufficient consistency and quality in the overall work, ensure balanced contribution of all 
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involved stakeholders and contribute to coordination and cooperation with other EU and national 
authorities (such as customs) and related innovation and digitalisation initiatives. At the first meeting 
of SG1, Mr. Willems proposed a generic work programme, which was adopted unanimously by the 
DTLF members. More detail about the work programme can be found in the presentation provided by 
Mr. Willems. The work plan will be finalised at the upcoming plenary meeting in June.  
 
The first meeting of the DTLF Subgroup 2 was also held in April. SG2 will work on digital corridor 
information systems. At the meeting, a scoping exercise was done. Conclusions will be drawn at a later 
stage, possibly at the next plenary meeting on 19 June.     
 
For more information, please visit: DTLF.eu  

Road 

PUBLICATION OF THE ITF REPORT ON HIGH CAPACITY VEHICLES 
 

On 2 May, the OECD’s International Transport Forum (ITF) published a case-specific policy analysis 
report on “High Capacity Transport: Towards Efficient, Safe and Sustainable Road Freight.” 
 
Aiming to address the anticipated growth in road freight traffic, the study explores the impact that 
the introduction of higher capacity vehicles (HCVs) has on road freight transport markets, modal shift, 
infrastructure and safety. Furthermore, it investigates how appropriate regulation could be applied 
for relaxing the weight and dimension restrictions and allowing the use of these vehicles in specific 
geographical areas or on specific routes. It also examines approaches to implementing pilots and full-
scale programmes to deploy HCVs, reviews potential impacts on road infrastructure and assesses 
consequences for other transport modes, industry and society. 
 
The study found that HCVs can be designed to operate on existing roadways with limited or no 
additional infrastructure investment to accommodate them. They can also improve the efficiency and 
safety of road transport operations and reduce transport costs and energy demand. Furthermore, 
HCVs contribute to decarbonising transport by lowering fuel consumption and emissions per unit of 
cargo transported and by reducing the number of trips required to move the same amount of freight. 
The reduction of CO2 emission per unit of freight is between 15% and 40%, depending on many factors 
discussed in the report. HCVs also reduce costs, as they make drivers and trucks more productive 
because two or three drivers and trucks may carry as much goods as three or five standard vehicles. 
 
One of the aims of this report is to provide guidance for policy makers seeking to create appropriate 
regulatory frameworks for HCVs. The study thus recommends using the potential of HCVs to increase 
transport efficiency, reduce transport volumes, lower emissions and achieve better safety outcomes. 
Moreover, to introduce HCVs on a road network, well-monitored trials, coupled with a well-structured 
and independent evaluation, should be used. This approach would deliver the objective evidence 
policy makers require for determining whether to deploy HCVs on a continuing basis. Eventually, to 
make sure that HCVs provide full societal value, they should be configured to provide maximum 
benefit for the region in which they operate. 
 
On 7 May, the ITF findings will be discussed at the workshop dedicated to high capacity transport, 
organised by the European Automobile Manufacturers' Association (ACEA). CLECAT’s Director General 
Nicolette van der Jagt, alongside the European Commission and the Dutch Ministry of Infrastructure, 

https://www.clecat.org/media/First%20proposal%20work%20plan%20EFTI%20-%20DTLF%20SG1%20-%20DW_CLECAT.pdf
https://www.clecat.org/media/First%20proposal%20work%20plan%20EFTI%20-%20DTLF%20SG1%20-%20DW_CLECAT.pdf
http://www.dtlf.eu/#home
https://www.itf-oecd.org/sites/default/files/docs/high-capacity-transport.pdf
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will participate in the roundtable discussion on the high capacity vehicles as smarter mobility solutions 
for smarter policies. 

Air 

BIFA WELCOMES HEATHROW RULING 
 
For several years, the British International Freight Association (BIFA), which is the trade association 
that represents UK freight forwarding and logistics businesses, has welcomed plans for a third runway 
at Heathrow Airport, and criticised the years of argument and delay.  
 
Speaking after the ruling by the High Court in London against campaigners challenging the legality of 
the UK government’s decision to allow a third runway at Heathrow Airport on 2 May, Robert Keen, 
Director General of BIFA said: “On behalf of BIFA member companies, which are keen for the greater 
number of flights and accompanying airfreight capacity that would result from a new runway, I can 
only hope that yesterday’s ruling helps bring the debate on Heathrow expansion closer to an end. 
However, whilst some have said that the ruling is another important step towards bringing fifty years 
of indecision and delay on expanding Heathrow to a welcome close, the likelihood of further legal 
challenges to an extra runway emerging still leaves me with a certain sense of foreboding whether the 
spades will ever hit the ground. Any further legal challenges need to be handled robustly and need to 
be accompanied by an expedited planning procedure, which has been mentioned previously, with no 
reopening of high level arguments.” 
 
The BIFA press-release is available here. 

Maritime  

SUPPORT FOR REGULATING SHIP SPEED TO REDUCE EMISSIONS 
 
In an open letter to the International Maritime Organisation (IMO)’s Member States, issued on 30 
April, over 100 shipping companies officially backed mandatory speed limits for ships to reduce 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from international shipping. 
 
With a view to the upcoming IMO’s Marine Environment Protection Committee meeting (MEPC74), 
the letter called for support over limiting ships’ speed as a measure to meet the IMO’s emissions 
reduction goals. The strategy calls for shipping’s carbon intensity to be reduced by at least 40% by 
2030 and for total emissions to be cut by at least 50% by 2050, compared to 2008. The signatories 
indicated that, to meet these goals, new operational measures will have to be implemented for both 
the existing fleet and new ships, with immediate reductions to be achieved by 2023. 
 
Addressing measures necessary to meet the IMO’s decarbonisation objectives, the letter noted that 
slow steaming, introduced in the wake of the 2008 economic crisis to manage overcapacity, had 
significantly reduced GHG emissions. This example was used to demonstrate the potential of limiting 
ships’ operational speed to help achieve the reduction of shipping emissions and to make a 
contribution to mitigating climate change. 

https://www.bifa.org/news/articles/2019/may/forwarders-welcome-heathrow-ruling?l=y
https://www.transportenvironment.org/sites/te/files/publications/Joint%20industry_NGO%20speed%20letter%20to%20the%20IMO.pdf
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As such, signatories expressed their support for the mandatory regulation of global ship speeds, 
differentiated across ship type and size categories. “Our preference would be to set maximum annual 
average speeds for container ships and maximum absolute speeds for the remaining ships, taking 
account of minimum speed requirements,” the letter said, adding that “such a regulation should be 
implemented as soon as possible and the obligation for compliance should be placed both on 
shipowners and operators.” 
 
The signatories called on all the IMO Member States to support this move at the forthcoming MEPC74, 
to be held on 13-17 May in London. Although non-binding, the letter demonstrates the initial support 
for the concept of introducing speed regulation for ships.  

Sustainability 

WATERBORNE TP POSITION PAPER ON EU CLIMATE STRATEGY 
 

The Waterborne Technology Platform has issued a position paper, supported by CLECAT, stating that 
the waterborne sector is determined to reduce overall emissions from shipping and to fully support 
further contribution from the inland waterways transport.  
 
As indicated in its recently issued “Strategic Research Agenda,” the waterborne sector in Europe aims 
at realising zero-emission waterborne transport for new ships and inland barges by 2030 and zero-
emission waterborne transport for all ship types by 2050. This is in line with the recent European 
Commission’s strategy on climate-neutral European economy, which has identified “clean, safe and 
connected mobility” as one of its seven priorities. Moreover, it goes beyond the IMO’s shipping 
decarbonisation targets. 
 
To realise its ambitious vision for zero-emission waterborne transport, Europe’s waterborne sector 
will need to continue to make significant investments in research, development and innovation. 
Moreover, the waterborne sector needs to establish cross-sectoral cooperation with other modes of 
transport, the logistics supply chain and other industries. In addition, innovative business models will 
need to be identified to reach this ambition. Both digitalisation and technological innovation can 
support a more efficient organisation of the transport chain and contribute to the transformation of 
waterborne transport to a zero-emission mode of transport. 
 
In its position paper, the Waterborne TP calls upon the EU to act as a global climate leader and to 
firmly support zero-emission mobility and trade ahead of all foreign competitors in waterborne 
transport and technology. In more detail, Waterborne TP calls upon the European Commission and 
Member States to: 
 

• Establish a dedicated platform of key stakeholders (industry as well as authorities) to discuss 
innovation priorities as well as deployment needs in terms of regulation and financing. 

• Ensure that sufficient resources are made available in the 2021-2027 Multiannual Financial 
Framework for research and innovation, as well as for support for front-runners to be able to 
implement alternative technologies and concepts. 

• Safeguard the development and implementation of new technologies and concepts by 
commitment to co-develop necessary regulations and policies to support the European 
Waterborne Transport. 

http://www.waterborne.eu/media/35876/190409-waterborne-call-for-action_def.pdf
http://www.waterborne.eu/media/35860/190121-waterborne_sra_web_final.pdf
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Rail 

EU AND CHINA TO ANALYSE SUSTAINABLE RAIL TRANSPORT 
CORRIDORS 

 
During the last meeting of the EU-China Connectivity Platform on 8 April in Brussels, the EU and China 
endorsed the terms of reference to conduct a joint study on sustainable rail-based comprehensive 
transport corridors between Europe and China. 
 
In line with the Action Plan, the study shall define the most appropriate railway corridors, identify 
bottlenecks, identify and prioritise the missing links to improve the capacity and efficiency of rail 
corridors. During the last meeting, it was decided that the study will assess the current situation of 
railway-based corridors between Europe and China and analyse their problems in terms of hard and 
soft connectivity. As a result, the study will propose the most sustainable corridors and related key 
projects. 
 
The focus will be on railway corridors, due to their role in transporting large volumes of freight in a 
sustainable, safe and secure manner over long distances. Furthermore, the study shall form the basis 
for further agreements under the EU-China Connectivity Platform.  
 
Source: European Commission – Meeting Minutes 

Customs and Trade 

2019 WCO IT/TI CONFERENCE & EXHIBITION 
 

 The World Customs Organization will hold the 2019 IT/TI Conference & Exhibition between 12-14 
June in Baku, Azerbaijan.  For the first time, the WCO has merged its two major public-private sector 

events that contribute to the 
shaping of Customs technology-
related initiatives, namely the 
Information Technology (IT) 
Conference & Exhibition and the 
Technology & Innovation (TI) Forum, 
into a single event. The Conference 
will provide a platform that will bring 
together key partners from Customs 

administrations, relevant agencies and ministries, the private sector, regional economic communities, 
international organizations, development partners and academia.  
 
The WCO IT/TI Conference & Exhibition will aim to share lessons learned from the latest pilot projects 
and initiatives deploying advanced technologies, including data analytics, artificial intelligence and 
machine learning.  The delegates will explore how green transport and logistics, the Internet of Things, 
as well as innovations such as self-driving trucks, Virgin Hyperloop One and more intensive use of 
drones could, and already do, have an impact on border management. CLECAT was invited to present 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&ved=2ahUKEwjp0Jm0uP_hAhVBKFAKHVLjAmkQFjABegQIBBAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Ftransport%2Fsites%2Ftransport%2Ffiles%2F4th_chairs_meeting_minutes_en.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2TyXV7tIRnDgpqxJv0FRVS
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their views in the plenary session dedicated to “Border management response to green transport and 
logistics of the future”. 
 
The Exhibition, running in parallel to the Conference, will offer opportunities for networking and 
receiving more detailed information about the latest technological solutions. 
 
For more information, please visit the event’s website. 
 
 

WCO AND EU JOIN FORCES ON A NEW ANTI-DRUG TRAFFICKING 
PROJECT 

 
The WCO and the EU are partnering in the new “COLIBRI” project, which aims to step up international 
coordination and efforts in combating organized crime and the challenges raised by cocaine trafficking 
in Latin America and the Caribbean, as well as in West and Central Africa.  
 
The COLIBRI project has three main components: capacity building for Customs officials and the staff 
of the administrations concerned to provide them with the tools they need; the creation of a new 
specialist database to share relevant information among the partner countries; and the promotion 
and strengthening of international operational and intelligence cooperation through joint operations 
in the field.   
 
The project reinforces the Cocaine Route Programme, designed to promote the interception of drugs, 
support anti-money laundering activities and improve the exchange of information, analysis and 
intelligence, as well as criminal investigations and criminal justice cooperation. 
   
Source: World Customs Organization 
 

WTO RULING ON RUSSIAN TRANSIT RESTRICTIONS 
 

On 26 April, the WTO Dispute Settlement Body (DSB) formally adopted a panel report clarifying the 
use of national security exceptions to WTO rules as invoked in the trade dispute between the Russian 
Federation and Ukraine over transit restrictions. The panel found that the Russian Federation met the 
requirements for invoking the national security exception or Article XXI of the 1994 General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) in relation to its multiple restrictions on traffic in transit from 
Ukraine through the Russian Federation to third countries.  
 
Though disappointed with the outcome, Ukraine expressed the view that the issues raised in the 
dispute were of historic importance as it was the first decision to examine a Member's right to impose 
measures under Article XXI GATT. The decision confirmed that a DSB panel has jurisdiction to decide 
over such cases and scrutinize invocations of the security clause. 
 
The EU, Canada, China, Turkey, Australia and Mexico welcomed the interpretation of the panel ruling 
of the national security exception. Australia further called on Members to exercise restraint against 
the undue use of this exception. The US, in turn, found the panel’s reasoning unpersuasive and 
problematic. 
 
Source: World Trade Organization 
 

https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ehome/2019itticonference/
https://cocaineroute.eu/
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/media/newsroom/2019/april/the-world-customs-organization-and-the-european-union-join-forces-on-a-new-project.aspx
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/cases_e/ds512_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news19_e/dsb_26apr19_e.htm
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ACITA CONFERENCE, LONDON 
 

On 30 April, ACITA, the UK Association for International Trade, held its national event in London. The 
event focussed on the withdrawal of the UK from the EU and the future trade policies of the UK. Many 
of the UK’s main trade and customs decision makers and experts joined the conference, including UK 
Members of Parliament. Speeches were given by high level trade experts, a UK Member of Parliament 
and CLECAT.  
 
The event was opened by Des Hiscock, ACITA Director General, who provided a presentation with the 
title “Brexit Means Brexit - But What is Brexit?”. He concluded that ACITA’s key goal remains ensuring 
that UK policy is open for EU/UK business on day 1 post Brexit regardless of the outcome of the 
negotiations. ACITA will also continue to provide neutral technical input into initiatives like Prosperity 
UK’s Alternative Arrangements Technical Panel. Shanker Singham, Director of the International Trade 
and Competition Unit (ITCU) of the UK Institute of Economic Affairs, spoke about realistic and 
pragmatic approaches for the future UK trade policy.  Other speeches on EU and UK trade policy were 
provided by David Henig, European Centre for International Political Economy (ECIPE) and Yves Melin 
from Steptoe & Johnson. CLECAT’s Senior Manager, Dominique Willems, was invited to speak about 
the implications of a no-deal Brexit and the EU preparations that have been taken to mitigate negative 
consequences of such a scenario. The final speaker of the day was Marcus Fish, UK MP, who presented 
on alternative arrangements. 
 
The event was finalised by an open and lively debate between the speakers and participants of the 
ACITA national conference. The main conclusion of the event was that solutions for Brexit are available 
and can be based on existing systems and processes. All participants, including the UK MP’s, agreed 
that the issues are mainly political and not practical in nature.  
 
For additional information and slides please visit: ACITA.org  

Digitalisation  

EU PROPOSES NEW WTO RULES FOR ELECTRONIC COMMERCE  
 
On 3 May, the EU published its proposal on future rules and obligations on e-commerce as part of 
WTO negotiations on e-commerce endorsed by Ministers in the margins of the Davos World Economic 
Forum in January 2019. The proposal is part of the EU’s actions in the field of transparency and 
inclusiveness in the development of its trade policy. 
 
According to the Commission, the increasing digitalisation of the economy and the rapid increase in 
e-commerce are having a tremendous impact on businesses and consumers across the world, both in 
developed and developing countries. Despite this fast increase of digital trade, there are currently no 
multilateral rules regulating this type of trade. Businesses and consumers instead have to rely on a 
patchwork of rules agreed by some countries in their bilateral or regional trade agreements. The EU 
considers that global trade policy responses can most effectively address the global opportunities and 
challenges brought by digital trade. 
 
The EU therefore expressed its full commitment to advancing the WTO negotiations on e-commerce, 
which have just started. It will seek to negotiate a commercially meaningful set of rules on e-
commerce with as many WTO Members as possible.  To this end, the EU tabled initial negotiating 

https://brexitcentral.com/former-ministers-to-chair-new-initiative-pursuing-alternative-arrangements-for-the-irish-border/
https://brexitcentral.com/former-ministers-to-chair-new-initiative-pursuing-alternative-arrangements-for-the-irish-border/
https://acita.org/minutes/acita-national-meeting-april-30th-2019
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/157880.htm
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proposals for a broad set of rules and commitments that would for instance: guarantee the validity of 
e-contracts and e-signatures, tackle barriers that prevent cross-border sales today, address forced 
data localisation requirements, permanently ban customs duties on electronic transmissions and 
upgrade existing WTO disciplines on telecommunication services to ensure that they are fit to support 
today’s vibrant internet ecosystem that is the main enabler of e-commerce. 

The EU text proposal will be discussed along with proposals from other participating WTO Members, 
on 13- 15 May in Geneva.   
 
Source: EU Commission, DG TRADE 

Forthcoming events 

CLECAT MEETINGS 
 

Board/General Assembly 
26 June, Paris, France 
 

OTHER EVENTS WITH CLECAT PARTICIPATION 
 
ACEA Workshop on High Capacity Road Transport 
7 May, Brussels  
 

Antwerp XL Conference 2019  
8 May, Brussels  
 

Global Liner Shipping Conference  
13-15 May, Hamburg  
 

EU Foresight initiative Customs 2030+ 
13-14 May, Brussels 
 

High Level Seminar on Customs Single Window 
15-17 May, Bucharest 
 

FENEX – Dutch Freight Forwarding and Logistics Services event 
4 June, Rotterdam 
 

WCO IT/TI Conference 
12-15 June, Baku 
 

2019 International congress of Authorised Economic Operators / SIL 
26-28 June, Barcelona 
 

EP/COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 
EU Transport Council 
6 June, Brussels 

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=2016
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European Parliament TRAN Committee  
24-25 July, Brussels 
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Nicolette van der Jagt  

Director General CLECAT 

Rue du Commerce 77, B-1040 Brussels, Belgium  

Tel +32 2 503 4705 / Fax +32 2 503 47 52  
E-mail nicolettevdjagt@clecat.org / info@clecat.org 
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