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News from Brussels  

TRAN DRAFT LOW-EMISSION MOBILITY REPORT PRESENTED  

On 4 May Bas Eickhout MEP (Green, Netherlands) presented his draft report on the EU low-emission 
mobility strategy to the TRAN Committee. The draft report follows an approach of addressing both 
horizontal and mode-specific issues for decarbonisation of transport, including calls for boosting 
modal shift, discouraging road transport and development of electric vehicles. Mr Eickhout said that 
he will be tabling numerous amendments to flesh out some of the draft report’s sections, including 
the one on logistics and digitisation where he wishes to focus on system efficiency. 
 
Shadow rapporteurs and group coordinators gave broad support to the goals of reducing transport 
emissions through greater efficiency, but raised questions about the need to preserve technological 
neutrality, the wisdom of immediately phasing-out 1st Generation Biofuels, clarifying the concept of 
mobility as a service, avoiding a one-size-fits-all approach, ensuring proper access to 
charging/refuelling infrastructure, and the feasibility of imposing a quota for electric vehicle 
production on manufacturers. 
 
CLECAT has been discussing the draft report with TRAN members in order to ensure that the draft 
report properly reflects the role and opportunities for logistics in ensuring an efficient low-carbon 
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transport system. The section of the draft report on Logistics and Digitisation is particularly thin on 
detail, and we expect the final committee report to improve on this.  
 

INDUSTRY TASK FORCE ON BREXIT 

Last week CLECAT joined the first meeting of an informal Brexit task force of industry stakeholders. 
The task force consists of several organisations who are member of the Trade Contact Group of DG 
TAXUD, so the main focus of the discussions will be on customs issues.  All parties involved are aiming 
at a Brexit process with a minimal impact on import, export and logistical processes. The associations 
will work together in an informal way.  
 

LEARN SESSION AT TRANSPORT LOGISTIC MUNICH  

CLECAT Director General Nicolette van der Jagt will introduce the 
LEARN project at a session entitled ‘Global Green Logistics; Making 
Emissions Accounting Work for Business’ which will take place the 
Transport Logistics exhibition in Munich.  
 
Ms van der Jagt will introduce the LEARN project and how it 
empowers businesses to reduce their carbon footprint. CLECAT is a 
consortium partner of LEARN project, that aims to support 
companies in their endeavors to introduce carbon accounting. Other speakers include Eszter Toth-
Weedon from Smart Freight Center introducing the GLEC Framework, Kerstin Dobers from the 
Fraunhofer Institute.  There will be a panel of induistry speakers sharing experiences and expectations 
including Andrea Schoen from DB Schenker, Edgar Uribe (K+N) Christian Enzinger (UPS) and Sergio 
Barberino (P&G).  
 
The session will be moderated by Sophie Punte from Smart Freight Center and will take place on 9 
May at Transport Logistics exhibition Munich, at 15:30 (Forum IV, Hall B2 (West)). More information 
is available here. 
 

EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WITH COMMISSIONER BULC  

At an exchange of views with the European Parliament’s TRAN 
Committee, Transport Commissioner Violeta Bulc confirmed 
again that the first seven proposals of the ‘Mobility Package’ will 
be launched on the 31st of May. The Commissioner outlined the 
Commission's implementation of the work program for 2017 and 
also presented the work program for 2018, thereby laying out 
the upcoming Commission proposals on transport legislation.  
 
(picture © European Parliament) 

 
The ‘Mobility Package’ will include proposals with regards to social, environmental, digitalization and 
internal market legislation. The aim of the package is to cut down on red tape and strengthen the 
enforcement of EU regulation. The Commissioner is optimistic the package can be adopted during her 
mandate term. 
 
Road safety is another important part of DG MOVE’s upcoming work program.  The Commission 
prepared a proposal to amend training requirements for professional drivers. The Commissioner also 
informed MEPs that an air mobility package is scheduled to be ready on the 7th of June. As requested 

http://www.transportlogistic.de/index-2.html
http://www.learnproject.net/
http://www.transportlogistic.de/trade-fair/highlights/conference-program/index.php/mmg/eventdatabase/en/detail/3244/TRL2017Z?type=eventdatabase
http://www.learnproject.net/
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by the Parliament this package will include a more efficient tool for European carriers to combat unfair 
competition from foreign carriers. 
 
A priority for the railway market in the Commission’s work program is the implementation of the 4th 
railway package and enforcement. Access to services and other rail facilities should become open for 
all operators. With regards to maritime transport, the Commissioner referred to the fitness check of 
port state control and coastal state requirements regulations. 
 
Decarbonization of transport is also included in the Commission’s work program. A Directive on 
alternative fuels should be ready soon, providing the industry and investors with some more certainty. 
A revision of the clean transport procurement Directive is foreseen, because public procurement can 
and should be an important facilitator of alternative transport modes. A proposal on Combined 
Transport will also be prepared this year (around November) to boost the shift from road transport to 
rail, inland waterways and short sea shipping. 
 
Finally, the Commissioner stressed the importance of funding and blended instruments for the 
transport sector. New initiatives can be expected early 2018. The focus of 2018 will be on multimodal 
transport, as 2018 is proclaimed the multimodal year.  
 
The webstreaming of the debate is available here. 
 
Note: CLECAT’s new consolidated Position Paper on the proposals relating to road transport is 
available here  

Maritime 

EUROPE-ASIA BOX CAPACITY SHORTAGES EASE 
 
Ocean freight capacity shortages on the Europe to Asia trade suffered by forwarders and shippers in 
March and April have finally begun to ease after two months of supply chain disruption. However, 
forwarders say continuing unusually high prices for the backhaul trade are pricing out low-value cargo, 
and shipper representatives claim that peak-season surcharges imposed by lines have been unfair. 
 
A combination of higher-than-expected demand and a lack of vessels due to liner alliance restructuring 
and blank sailings saw eastbound freight rates from Northern Europe to Asia accelerate from the start 
of March, with shippers reporting a lack of slots throughout March and April. Spot rates on the trade 
even surpassed those for the headhaul voyage from China to Europe at times last month. 
 
Now that lines have repositioned more capacity to Europe, freight rates have started to fall, easing 
supply chain disruption. Average spot rates from Rotterdam to Shanghai − although still almost 100% 
higher than a year earlier – had fallen to $1,235 per 40ft container by 4 May from $1,723 per 40ft 
container on 20 April, according to Drewry. “We expect this trend to continue, as space availability is 
no longer a challenge for shippers,” said the analyst. 
 
Andreas Boedeker, global head of ocean freight at DHL Global Forwarding, said the shortage of 
capacity in March and April was driven by a number of factors, including “unusually strong demand” 
as China continued to import industrial goods and foodstuffs for private consumption. The weak Euro 
and Sterling also boosted European exports, he added. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20170427IPR72764/committee-on-transport-and-tourism03052017-(pm)
http://www.clecat.org/media/CLECAT%20position%20on%20Road%20Transport%20in%20the%20European%20Single%20Market.pdf
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“On the supply side the early Chinese New Year and the related blank sailings meant that capacity on 
the return leg was reduced end of March and early April when demand is seasonally strong,” he told 
Lloyd’s Loading List. 
 
“Carriers had additional blank sailings, for instance, to re-arrange strings in light of the new alliance 
structures. Since calendar week 13/14, we see full capacity again being available and booking backlogs 
have largely cleared. “ 
 
Boedeker said that with rates on the trade still much higher now than a year ago, some cargo was 
being priced out of the market. “At higher rate levels there will certainly be no shortage of capacity 
on the Europe eastbound trade,” he said. “Very low rates attracted some cargo such as waste paper 
that will not be shipped anymore in such quantities at a higher rate level.” 
Lloyd's Loading List, 05 May 2017 

 
CONGESTION IN CHINA – LONG TERM UNDERLYING ISSUE 

 
Chinese ports are currently struggling with congestion and according to Drewry, this may be the result 
of a bigger underlying problem that will take some time to be resolved. Bad weather, the restructuring 
of alliance networks, ever bigger ships and shippers’ eagerness to move cargo ahead of planned rate 
increases have all been mentioned in dispatches as the reasons why ships are being kept waiting 
outside ports and for slower than usual turnarounds. Another underlying factor according to Drewry 
are ports struggling with increased demand. China’s top 10 ports collectively experienced a 6% year-
on-year jump in throughput in the first quarter of 2017, attributed to rising imports to China.  
 
Shanghai’s terminals are experiencing lengthy delays, some facing berthing delays of up to two days. 
Alliance reshuffling resulted in fewer port calls for Shanghai, but increased ship sizes, leading to higher 
volume peaks. Combined with heavy fog, congestion was inevitable, reports Drewry. The fact that the 
congestion spread to further terminals suggests other issues may be at the heart the problem, finds 
Drewry.  
 
The underlying issue Drewry identifies to have significantly contribute to the current congestions are 
increased imports to China. 2016 saw a shift in China’s import-export ratio. Drewry reports that “the 
inbound trade from our sample of trades growing by 2.3% year-on-year versus 0.5% for the outbound 
market, in the process lowering the export-to-import ratio”.   
 
The analyst continues: “Having been such an export driven economy for so long, China’s ports have 
tended not to be over-taxed by long dwell times in terminal yards as boxes tend to be swiftly loaded 
onto ships for export. However, the fast growing intake of imports could well be putting hitherto 
unseen pressure on yards in China that as yet they have not adapted to. This is a long-term trend that 
will take time to be remedied. Indeed, Drewry suggests that unless terminal and yard capacities are 
increased, the trend will continue “to put pressure on ports that are already close, if not beyond, their 
realistic maximum utilisation levels.” And there is a high risk of further delays, even after current 
alliance transitioning problems have been resolved. 
 
Source: Drewry, 30 April 
 

US FMC REJECTS JAPANESE SHIPPING LINES MERGER PLAN  
 

The US Federal Maritime Commission (FMC) has rejected the so-called “tripartite agreement” 
proposed by Kawasaki Kisen Kaisha (K Line), Mitsui O.S.K. Lines (MOL), and Nippon Yusen Kaisha (NYK) 

https://www.drewry.co.uk/container-insight-weekly-newsletter/container-insight-weekly-newsletter/congestion-in-china?newsletterRef=1&utm_source=newsletter1345&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Container%20Insight%20Weekly
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on “jurisdictional grounds.” The carriers, which have agreed to merge their container operations by 
next April, were seeking permission to share information and conduct joint negotiations with third-
party businesses in the US in advance of their merger. But the FMC held that these provisions would 
violate “gun-jumping” laws that forbid the sharing of competitively sensitive information or the 
premature combining of the parties.  
 
According to K Line’s latest financial results released last week, the schedule for establishing the new 
joint venture company to be owned 38% by NYK and 31% each by K Line and MOL was to establish 
the new business entity on 1 July this year. Business was then due to commence on 1 April 2018 with 
a fleet of some 1.5m TEU of container ship capacity. 
 
The FMC ruled that the "Tripartite Agreement" filed by the lines with the Commission on March 24 
this year was in effect a merger because the parties were seeking authority to share information with 
each (other) in advance of the new business entity being formed next year. “The Shipping Act does 
not provide the FMC with authority to review and approve mergers,” added the FMC. “After careful 
consideration, the Commission determined that parties to the Tripartite Agreement were ultimately 
establishing a merged, new business entity and that action is among the type of agreements excluded 
from FMC review.” 
 
FMC commissioner William Doyle said: “This decision by the FMC in no way precludes the Japanese 
carriers from merging their container trade business units into a single stand-alone company,” Lloyd’s 
List reported. “Rather, the vote recognises that the FMC cannot approve certain actions that would 
allow the three Japanese companies to act as a merged entity prior to actually merging. In order to 
receive the benefits of a merger, you need to first merge.” 
 
 Lloyd’s Lloyding List, 3 May 2017 

Road 

NEW MODERN TRUCK PARKING IN ROTTERDAM 
 

This week the Port of Rotterdam Authority will officially open Maasvlakte Plaza, an international 
transport park that features a large-scale truck stop and modern facilities for both drivers and vehicles. 
“With this concept, we intend to set a new standard for secure truck parking and improve both the 
accessibility of our port area and logistics efficiency,” says Ronald Paul, COO of the Port of Rotterdam 
Authority. The parking will also be part of the development of the ‘Virtual Gate’ Principle at 
Rotterdam. Ronald Paul said, “This concept will allow us to optimally coordinate a range of inspections 
and customs and administrative activities by improving the uniformity of the logistics process.” 
 
Source: Port of Rotterdam, 4 May 2017  
 

UPS REVEALS LONG-RANGE ‘FUEL CELL ELECTRIC’  DELIVERY TRUCK 
 

UPS yesterday announced it will deploy a prototype extended-range Fuel Cell Electric Vehicle (FCEV) 
in its ‘Rolling Laboratory’ fleet of alternative fuel and advanced technology vehicles. UPS is working 
with the US Department of Energy (DOE) and other partners to design a first-of-its-kind, ‘zero tailpipe 

https://www.portofrotterdam.com/en/news-and-press-releases/maasvlakte-plaza-sets-new-standard-for-secure-parking
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emissions’, Class 6 medium-duty delivery truck that meets the same route and range requirements of 
UPS’s existing conventional fuel vehicles.  
 
Unlike fuel cell auxiliary power units, this vehicle will use the onboard fuel cell to generate electricity 
to propel the vehicle. UPS said this project “is an important step toward demonstrating the 
commercial viability of zero tailpipe emissions trucks to fleet operators and the developing FCEV 
supply chain”. The first FCEV prototype will be deployed in Sacramento, California, where UPS will 
validate its design and core performance requirements by testing it on the street, starting in the third 
quarter of 2017. 
 
Tesla also has plans to reveal an electric truck this year. Last week at a TED event in Vancouver, Tesla 
CEO Elon Musk said the company's semitruck would be able to outperform diesel trucks on the road. 
Musk also showed a first picture of the electric semitruck, which is expected to be revealed in 
September. Tesla is also building an electric pickup truck, which it plans to unveil in a year and a half 
to two years. Musk says Tesla is looking to prove that an electric truck can outperform a diesel truck 
when it comes to range and torque, even with the added weight of a battery. 
 
Source: Lloyd’s Loading List, 3 May, and Business Insider, 28 April 

Customs 

PLANNING OF THE UCC ELECTRONIC SYSTEMS  

The European Commission recently published an updated version of the national planning for the 
development and deployment of the electronic systems foreseen by the Union Customs Code (UCC).  
 
The UCC Work Programme establishes 'dates of the deployment' of the UCC trans-European and 
national systems from the entry into force of the UCC until end of 2020. According to the provisions 
of the UCC, the Member States have to further detail their national planning for the systems being 
developed and deployed within these time-windows and transmit it to the Commission for 
publication. 
 
The most recent data provided by the Member States show that the deployment of several IT systems 
will take place after 2020. The European Commission will determine new timelines in the context of 
the revision of the Multi-Annual Strategic Plan (MASP). CLECAT is of the opinion that consideration 
should be given to the potential impacts on Economic Operators and their need for a sufficient amount 
of time to adjust their IT systems to the new requirements.  
 
The updated national planning is available here. A geographical representation of the planning is 
available here. 
  

http://www.lloydsloadinglist.com/freight-directory/news/UPS-unveils-first-extended-range-%E2%80%98fuel-cell-electric%E2%80%99-delivery-truck/69224.htm#.WQwu_-V96Uk
http://uk.businessinsider.com/elon-musk-says-tesla-semi-truck-can-drive-like-sports-car-2017-4?r=US&IR=T
https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/sites/taxation/files/national_planning_consolidation.xlsx
https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/sites/taxation/files/national_planning_consolidation_graph.xlsx
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Rail 

SEVEN RAILWAYS SIGN CHINA –  EUROPE CONTAINER AGREEMENT 

A joint working group is to be established to facilitate improvements to container train services 
between China and Europe. This follows the signing in late April of a multilateral agreement by 
Belarusian Railway, China Railway Corp, Deutsche Bahn, Kazakhstan Temir Zholy, Poland’s PKP, 
Russian Railways and Ulaanbaatar Railway. The national railways aim to deepen their co-operation to 
help increase rail’s share of the Eurasian freight market and strengthen international trade links. 
 
Plans include offering competitive through rates and uniform end-to-end service standards, as well as 
reducing transit times, coordinating the development of infrastructure including logistics facilities and 
introducing technologies to support electronic exchange of freight data. Simplified border procedures 
and a reduction in customs clearance times would be designed to support the growth of postal and 
refrigerated container traffic. 
 
Source: Railway Gazette, 3 May 

Air 

AIR FREIGHT VOLUMES RISE 15% IN MARCH 

Air freight volumes were up around 15%, year on year, in March and by almost 10% in the first three 
months of 2017, according to data released today by WorldACD. The Amsterdam-based air freight 
data analyst said the growth figures had not been seen by the sector since “the recovery years” of 
2009 and 2010. 
 
Figures from its database of carriers and forwarders indicate a 14.6% increase in chargeable weight in 
March, with tonnages from origins Asia Pacific and Europe up by 19%, year on year. The analyst’s 
Direct Tonne Kilometres (DTK) measure also showed a 16.4% increase – the measure combining 
weight with the geographical distance between origin and destination of shipments. 
 
WorldACD said contributing elements to the growth “seemed to be sea-to-air shifts and the launch of 
new consumer products. A few other factors also helped to realize this unusual YoY growth: Especially 
in Europe, volumes tend to be lower around Easter (last year in March, this year in April). Also, March 
2017 had one more Friday (usually one of the top cargo days) than March 2016.” Without these two 
factors, WorldACD estimated that the March 2017 YoY growth would have been around 11%. “We 
expect that April will be another very good month, but - in view also of the Easter-effect – YoY growth 
may stop around 10%.” 
 
Source: Lloyd’s Loading List, 2 May  
 

 

 

http://www.railwaygazette.com/news/freight/single-view/view/seven-railways-sign-china-europe-container-agreement.html
http://www.lloydsloadinglist.com/freight-directory/news/Air-freight-volumes-rise-15-in-March/69221.htm#.WQw5oeV96Uk
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BRUCLOUD SYSTEM DEVELOPS  

The leading cloud based data sharing platform Nallian, that operates communities is releasing its Slot 
Booking Application at Brussels Airport. Recently, Nallian also launched NxtPort, a data utility platform 
which will collect and pool data from various levels in the supply chain of the Port of Antwerp. 
 
Steven Polmans, head of BRUcargo, initiated the BRUcloud implementation in 2015, with the aim of 
enabling seamless collaboration between all cargo points around the airport, by installing an open 
community platform that helps these companies to easily collaborate through a pool of shared data. 
Such shared data is used to synchronise cross-company processes, allowing clusters of independent 
companies to achieve efficiency levels that are historically reserved to fully integrated players only. 
The BRUcloud is not the first cargo community system in the world. It is however the first one that is 
open, in the sense that anyone can add applications on top of the pool of shared data. Such open 
character allows the community to tap into a vibrant ecosystem of innovative solution providers, 
instead of being dependent of one monolithic system and provider for everything. 
 
Since going live in 2015, the system has already been extended with a dashboard visualising the quality 
of pharma shipments, an application which makes the booking of pooled equipment possible (e.g.: 
our very own Airside Transport Pharma Dollies) and a statistical application which creates insight in 
the freight volumes handled at BRUcargo. Nalian will now soon add a Slot Booking Application.  
 
The Slot Booking Application will eliminate one of the most compelling problems, the waiting times 
and idle times at the facilities of the ground handlers. By coordinating the match between supply and 
demand of time slots, the app streamlines the pick-up and delivery of freight at the ground handlers 
and leads to a better capacity utilization and elimination of peaks and idle-times. The Slot Booking App 
makes it possible for the booker (for example a forwarder) to request a single or recurrent time slot 
at a specific facility, via the same central web-application for all ground handlers. Concurrently, the 
supplier (ground handler) can make time slots for different cargo types available via the web-
application or a system-to-system link with its intern slot management system. 
 
The Slot Booking Application is made available to the stakeholders at BRUcargo via the BRUcloud. 
Nallian added that this no local solution for Brussels only, but an application that can equally be 
implemented in other communities around the world.   
 
Source: CargoTrends 

Sustainable Logistics 

BUNDLING BISCUITS FOR SUSTAINABLE LOGISTICS  

In Belgium the pilot phase of an innovative Multi Supplier-Multi Retailer platform ended and the initial 
results look promising. Under the European Horizon 2020 NexTrust project, a collaborative 
consolidation has been set up as part of a pilot project: a new Multi-Supplier/Multi-Retailer platform. 
According to project coordinator Karin Peeters from GS1 Belgium, the aim of the project is to reduce 
the number of deliveries by 20%, emit 50% fewer greenhouse gasses, increase capacity utilization of 
trucks by 50% and eliminate barriers to cooperation.  
 
Four Belgian Biscuit producers (Vondelmolen, Vermeiren Princeps, Poppies and Desobry) and four 
retailers (Delhaize, Colruyt, Okay en Retail Partners Colruyt Group) participated in the pilot project. 

https://www.nallian.com/
http://cargotrends.in/brussels-airport-takes-next-step-in-digitisation-of-land-side-processes-thanks-to-brucloud/
http://nextrust-project.eu/
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Central to the pilot project is a warehouse that acts as a consolidation center, where each supplier 
keeps a certain level of stock available, and retailers can check the inventory and order full trucks with 
a mix of products from various platform suppliers. Such consolidation centers already exist operated 
by retailers. This project however offers a neutral platform, where all participants benefit equally. The 
NexTrust pilot also works with a trustee business model, ensuring compliance with EU competition 
regulation.  
 
The pilot phase of the project ran from 6th to 30th March 2017, during which Kuehne + Nagel operated 
the distribution center. Final results from the project will not be available until 6 June, but according 
to Flows the first results look promising; the average capacity utilization of incoming trucks reached 
98% and 89% for outgoing trucks. 
 
Source: NexTrust, and Flows, 26 April 
 

DHL – DETAILS ON ZERO EMISSIONS PLAN  

Deutsche Post DHL Group is aiming to reduce logistics-related emissions to net zero by 2050. To 
achieve this, the group will use four specific interim targets to that are to be reached by 2025. a) The 
company intends to increase its carbon efficiency by 50 percent against 2007 levels. b) Local air 
pollution emissions will be reduced by using the environmentally-friendly pick-up and delivery 
solutions, including bicycle delivery and e-mobility options, for 70 percent of its own first and last mile 
services. c) More than 50 percent of sales will incorporate green logistics solutions. d) The Group will 
engage 80 percent of its approximately 510,000 employees around the world on environmental issues 
with special GoGreen training sessions and will collaborate with partners to plant one million trees 
each year. With this, Appel said, Deutsche Post DHL Group would be making its contribution to limit 
global warming to less than two degrees Celsius. 
 
Source: STAT – The Trade Times, 29 April 

General 

CEF CALL – DIGITILISATION OF MULTIMODAL TRANSPORT 

The European Commission launched a financing call for proposals for a Program Support Action (PSA) 
for the implementation of data exchange used for digital maps for Union-wide multimodal travel and 
real-time traffic information services on the TEN-T network (Program Support Actions cover the 
coordination and networking of projects, programs and policies). The objective of this Action is to 
support the implementation of delegated regulations under Directive 2010/40/EU (deployment of 
Intelligent Transport Systems) regarding the requirements to make road, traffic and transport services 
data used for digital maps accurate and available to digital map producers and service providers 
through national access points.  
 
More information on the funding call is available here. 
 

€10 MILLION FOR SUSTAINABLE URBAN TRANSPORT AND MOBILITY 
 
This week the European Commission and the European Investment Bank (EIB) signed a new delegation 
agreement reinforcing the ELENA (European Local Energy Assistance) facility. ELENA provides grant 

http://www.flows.be/nl/trade/retailers-en-koekjesproducenten-testen-gebundelde-logistiek
http://nextrust-project.eu/downloads/Press_Release_MRMS-Platform_EN_%281%29.pdf
http://www.flows.be/nl/trade/retailers-en-koekjesproducenten-testen-gebundelde-logistiek
http://www.stattimes.com/deutsche-post-dhl-group-aims-to-reduce-logistics-emissions-to-zero-by-2050-supply-chain
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/facts-fundings/grants/2017-b4-psa-its_en
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/urban/news/2017-05-02-energy-efficiency-and-urban-mobility-eur-30-million-project-development_en
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funding to support the preparation of large-scale investment programs in the area of energy 
efficiency, distributed renewables, and sustainable urban transport. The new agreement concerns a 
budget of €30 million, of which €10 million will be dedicated to sustainable urban transport and 
mobility projects, and €20 million will support the preparation of energy efficiency and distributed 
renewable energy projects.  
 
ELENA is a joint initiative by the EIB and the European Commission under the Horizon 2020 program. 
ELENA consists of experts with extensive experience in the transport and energy sector and provides 
grants for technical assistance. These grants can be used to finance costs related to feasibility and 
market studies, program structuring, business plans, energy audits and financial structuring, as well 
as to the preparation of tendering procedures, contractual arrangements and project implementation 
units. These grants do not cover costs related to the investment itself.  
 
Source: European Commission, 2 May 
 

COMMISSION TAKES NEXT STEP IN BREXIT 

The College of Commissioners this week sent a recommendation to the Council to open the Article 50 
negotiations with the United Kingdom. This follows the adoption of political guidelines last Saturday 
by the European Council. 
 
The text complements the guidelines and provides the necessary detail to conduct the first phase of 
the negotiations. This reflects the two-phased approach put forward by the leaders of the 27 Member 
States and prioritises those matters which are necessary to ensure an orderly withdrawal of the United 
Kingdom from the Union. 
 
The negotiating directives cover 4 main areas. Safeguarding the status and rights of citizens – EU27 
citizens in the UK and UK citizens in the EU27 – and their families is the first priority of the negotiations. 
The Commission's recommendation also states clearly that agreement on the principles of the 
financial settlement must be reached before it is possible to move on to the second phase of the 
negotiations. According to the Commission, the negotiations should not undermine in any way the 
Good Friday Agreement. Solutions should be found to avoid a hard border on the island of Ireland. 
Finally, arrangements must be found regarding dispute settlement and the governance of the 
withdrawal agreement. 

Forthcoming events 

CLECAT MEETINGS 

Customs and Indirect Taxation Institute  
16 June, Lisbon 
 

Board and General Assembly   
16 June, Lisbon 
 

Road institute meeting    
28 June, Brussels 
 

Supply Chain Security Institute 

http://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/urban/news/2017-05-02-energy-efficiency-and-urban-mobility-eur-30-million-project-development_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/recommendation-uk-eu-negotiations_3-may-2017_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/recommendation-uk-eu-negotiations_3-may-2017_en.pdf
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24 October, Paris (tbc) 
 

Air Logistics Institute 
24 October, Paris (tbc) 
 

CLECAT Freight Forwarders Forum 2017 
24 November, Barcelona 

OTHER EVENTS WITH CLECAT PARTICIPATION  

Global Green Logistics: Making Emissions Accounting Work for Business 
9 May, Transport Logistic Messe, München 
 

Synchro-NET Project Event 
11-12 May, Transport Logistic Messe, München 
 
Global Liner Shipping Conference  
16-17 May, Hamburg  

PLACI Testing Exercise 
17-18 May, Schiphol 

ELP dinner event on the Implementation of the low-emission mobility strategy  
30 May, Brussels 

 
8th edition of the UIC/FIATA Market Place Seminar 
14-15 September, Duisburg  

EP/COUNCIL MEETINGS  

European Parliament  
Transport and Tourism Committee 
30 May, Brussels 
 

Plenary Session  
15-18 May, Strasbourg 
 

Transport, Telecommunications and Energy Council  
8 -9 June 2017, Luxembourg 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Contact 
Nicolette van der Jagt  

Director General CLECAT 

Rue du Commerce 77, B-1040 Brussels, Belgium  

Tel +32 2 503 4705 / Fax +32 2 503 47 52  
E-mail nicolettevdjagt@clecat.org / info@clecat.org 

 @CLECAT_EU   
www.clecat.org 

mailto:nicolettevdjagt@clecat.org
mailto:info@clecat.org
http://www.clecat.org/
http://www.clecat.org/
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