
 

 

 

 
Newsletter Issue 47 / 5 December 2014 

 
NEWS FROM BRUSSELS  

 

RESULTS OF TRANSPORT COUNCIL 

Transport ministers met in Brussels on the 3 December 2014 under the Presidency of Maurizio 
Lupi, Minister for Infrastructure and Transport of Italy.  Some progress was made of different 
issues as outlined below: 

Fourth railway package 
Ministers took stock of progress on the proposals on market opening and stronger 
governance.  It would be up to member states to choose their own governance model. There 
would be common rules to ensure the impartiality of infrastructure managers and the 
transparency of financial flows regardless of the structure.  Deadlines should be longer than 
those suggested by the Commission. 
 
Minister Lupi said after the meeting: “After three semesters devoted only to the technical 
pillar of the fourth railway package, the Italian presidency has thoroughly addressed its 
political pillar. After a first policy debate last October in Luxemburg, we carried out extensive 
negotiations which allowed us to identify proposals to be made on all the main issues for the 
way forward. The Latvian presidency will therefore be in a position to finalise negotiations in 
the Council, paving the way for the final exchange with the European Parliament and, 
hopefully, the adoption of the whole package, as desired by the Parliament and by EU citizens 
and businesses”. 
 
Investments in transport infrastructures 
The Council adopted, in a public session, a set of conclusions on transport infrastructure and 
the trans-European network (TEN-T). The conclusions will contribute to the mid-term review 
of  the Europe 2020 growth strategy, scheduled for 2015. The key message to be delivered to 

the December European Council – and in the framework of the Europe 2020 strategy review – 
is that the EU's economy needs a complete and efficient transport infrastructure network in 
order to grow and generate jobs. A large number of ministers took the floor to thank the 
presidency for these conclusions and for the message they convey. Several ministers 
welcomed the presentation of the Juncker investment plan on 26 November. They, as well as 
the presidency and the Commission, considered that investments in transport infrastructure 
that generate benefits both in the short term and long term will contribute to President 
Juncker's agenda.  See also the following link :  
Conclusions on transport infrastructure and the trans-European network 
 
SES II+: Single European Sky 
The Council reached a general approach on the two proposals of the SES II+ package: to speed 
up the implementation of the Single European Sky (SES proposal) and to amend rules for the 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/trans/146017.pdf
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European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA proposal). The proposals are intended to make the 
European air transport system less fragmented and more competitive.  For more information: 
section air of the newsletter “Single European Sky: Council agrees its position”. 
 
Impact of the Russian embargo on the Lithuanian road haulage sector 
The Lithuanian delegation informed ministers of the difficulties that Lithuanian lorries and 
passenger vehicles have recently been encountering at the Russian border. On 21 November 
2014 the Federal Customs Service of Russia tightened the cross-border procedures once again 
and, without providing any advance notice or explanation, started to execute long lasting 
100% examination of the cargo trucks with the Lithuanian registration plates, also the vehicles 
carrying goods of Lithuanian companies or goods re-exported by Lithuanian companies. Since 
the last week the restrictive measures for the Lithuanian carriers have been applied not only at 
the Lithuania-Kaliningrad Region state border crossing points, but as well at the other EU-
Russia border crossing points (LV/RF, FIN/RF). These measures may affect the Lithuanian 
transport sector significantly resulting in serious economic consequences and financial losses 
for a number of economic operators, i.e. exporters, importers and transport companies. It 
pointed to the potential serious economic consequences and financial losses for a number of 
economic operators. The Commission promised to monitor the situation closely.  
 
Incoming presidency's work programme in the field of transport 
The incoming Latvian presidency presented its transport work programme for the first half of 
2015. The legislative proposals it will focus on include, inter alia, the fourth railway package, 
air passengers' rights and technical requirements for inland waterway vessels. Other priority 
areas include road safety, the international environment of maritime transport, and the trans-
European transport network. Transport Council meetings are scheduled for 13 March and 11 
June 2015. 
 

EP EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WITH COMMISSIONER BULC  

 
On December 2, the TRAN Committee of the 
European Parliament had an exchange of views with 
EU Commissioner for Transport Violeta Bulc.   In her 
speech, the Commissioner focused on the 
investment plan adopted by the Commission last 
week and its consequence for the transport sector.  
 
Investment needs for the corridors of the TEN-T 

network alone are estimated to be more than €75 billion per year. The new European Fund for 
Strategic Investment, set up in partnership with the European Investment Bank (EIB), should 
offer additional opportunities to finance those needs, targeting in particular riskier projects or 
certain types of investment having limited access to EU grants. This would complement the 
Connecting Europe Facility (CEF), the Cohesion Fund and EIB loans. The Christophersen report 
has identified transport projects along the TEN-T corridors as particularly suited for the new 
European Fund to which 10% of the budget available for CEF will be allocated. In particular, 
the investment needs are high in the following transport sector:  

 Cleaner modes of transport, rail and inland waterways, where missing links and 
bottlenecks must be solved in order to have a unified and more efficient transport 
system.  
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 Urban mobility since they are generating most of the traffic and most of the emissions. 
The infrastructure and the fleets for new collective transport systems need to be put 
in place. 

 Intelligent Transport Systems should be deployed at European level to make the best 
use of the existing and future infrastructure, and to develop a transport system which 
is at the service of citizens and companies. 

 
The Commissioner also referred to the German road charging scheme ("Maut") initiative for 
passenger cars. Although the Commission will only have the right to take a formal position on 
the compatibility of the toll with EU law once it is adopted by the German parliament, she 
emphasised that any initiative should be done in a manner that is entirely respectful of the EU 
Treaties, including the non-discrimination principle. 
 
In the follow-up discussion, Members focused on social dumping and enforcement of social 
legislation for drivers, aviation,  decarbonisation of transport and the UN climate change 
conference (COP21), the 4th Railway Package,   urban mobility; and state aid for ports.  
The hearing can be viewed HERE 
 

 OLIVIER ONIDI PRESENTS 2014 CEF TRANSPORT WORK PROGRAMMES TO EP  
 
Of the amended 2014 CEF Transport Work Programmes Mr Onidi, Director at DG MOVE, 
presented the Commission’s draft Joint  Implementing Decision and the procedure concerning 
the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) annual work programmes as of 2015 to the TRAN 
committee. Under the EU Financial Regulation, it was required to carry out an ex-ante 
assessment of the new financial instruments provided for in the CEF Regulation. It was 
therefore necessary to amend the original work programme to take this analysis into account. 
Members were concerned about the leverage effect debt instruments could have, compared 
to equity instruments. Many questioned whether big European infrastructure projects will 
actually attract private investment in the long-term.  
 
The Commission confirmed that there will be €70 million available for transport in 2015 
through these financial instruments and the European Investment Bank will be in charge of 
their implementation. Members wished to know which types of projects were already in the 
pipeline. However the Commission explained that it was too early to be able to give specific 
answers and that it would present the projects to the Committee in the new year. The 
majority of Members also made reference to the new investment plan put forward by 
Commission President Juncker and to the €3.3 billion ear-marked from the CEF. According to 
Mr Onidi, a revision of the legal basis of the CEF Regulation will most probably be necessary in 
2015 to take this into account.  
 

MS KOPCZYNSKA PRESENTS DEPLOYMENT OF INTELLIGENT TRANSPORT SYSTEMS TO EP  
 

Ms Kopczynska, Director at DG MOVE, presented the Commission's report on the deployment 
of ITS to the Transport Committee. It concerns the progress made in the implementation of 
the ITS Directive, including the financial resources used and needed regarding the adopted 
specifications.  As the ITS Directive was among the first to be supplemented with delegated 
acts, the report also provides information on the delegation of powers to the Commission. 
Members asked about integrated ticketing, data protection, the status of transport in the 
Digital Agenda, a harmonised Eurovignette for European highways and compatibility of 
intelligent systems. Many were concerned that legislation cannot follow the pace of 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/video?event=20141202-0900-COMMITTEE-TRAN
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developments in IT matters. Whereas there was a lot of knowledge as far as these intelligent 
solutions were concerned, European companies still had to test their ideas outside of Europe, 
as legislation does not sufficiently encourage innovation in Europe. The Commission claimed 
that almost all priority actions identified in the ITS Directive already benefitted from common 
organisational, functional and technical specifications. Only two - the multimodal travel 
information services and a system for reserving parking places for trucks – were missing these 
specifications. For these, the relevant supplementing delegated acts were being prepared.  A 
new single European platform for sharing parking information was also under development. It 
was recalled that ITS solutions needed a completely new mindset from users, too. The 
Commission is relying on politicians, including Committee Members, to raise awareness of the 
new intelligent transport system approach. 
 

HEARING: ACCESSIBILITY AND CONNECTIVITY CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE  
 

 The TRAN Committee had invited experts to discuss the 
connectivity of Central and Eastern Europe and to propose ideas 
for possible improvements. Although the assessments and 
perspectives differed, the experts agreed that the transport 
infrastructure in that part of Europe remained largely 
underdeveloped and that more needed to be done to connect it 
to the rest of the European Union network. They also agreed 
that access by rail was generally worse than access by road. 
Some experts praised the efforts made by the EU institutions in 
adopting new instruments, such as the Connecting Europe 
Facility and the TEN-T Networks. They also congratulated local 
authorities for making the best use of available funds and 
combining different funding sources. Others blamed the 
governments for not applying for and implementing enough 

projects. Similar divisions were also visible when the balance between better connectivity and 
the sustainability of new projects was discussed. Members asked about cooperation with third 
countries, the role of the region in bottom-up planning and the role of the TEN-T Coordinators.    
A few members underlined the importance of Via Carpatia as the spine of the whole European 
transport network in Central and Eastern Europe, while others said that only those projects 
not harming the environment should be backed and implemented. This view was supported by 
experts who stressed that long term sustainability should be a priority. 
 

MARITIME 

 

EU LOW SULPHUR EMISSION LEGISLATION AFFECTS TRANSFENNICA SHORTSEA OPERATOR 
 
Dutch shortsea operator Transfennica has told customers that its service linking Bilbao, 
Portsmouth, and Zeebrugge is to be terminated at the end of December because of much 
higher costs next year when ships will be required to burn fuel with far lower sulphur content.  
Transfennica, part of the Spliethoff group, launched this Motorways of the Sea service in 2007 
with a €6.8m ($8.5m) contribution from the European Union’s Marco Polo initiative, designed 
to encourage a modal shift from road to sea.  
 
“Due to the upcoming sulphur emission control area legislation per January 1, 2015, which will 
result in increasing fuel costs, it is expected that up to 50% of the trailer volumes will return to 



5 
 

  

the road and an important part of the container volume will shift to rail,” Transfennica told 
customers this week.  
 
“We therefore had to conclude that there is no profitable future for a ro-ro service and have 
no option other than to take this tough decision and close the service.”  
 
The EU directive on low-sulphur emissions will require all vessel operators in the Baltic Sea and 
North Sea to burn cleaner fuel from January.  Transfennica says that although it sees scrubber 
technology as a workable solution to meet the new regulations, “it is clear that the entire fleet 
will not be equipped with scrubbers in 2015”.  
 
Source: LLOYD’S LOADING LIST, 1/12/2014 
 

ESC WARNS ON IMPLICATIONS OF SULPHUR LEGISLATION  
 
The threat to short-sea shipping from the emissions control areas was underlined at a 
workshop on 2 December, hosted by the European Shippers’ Council and attended by CLECAT. 
Bernard Lombard of the Confederation of European Paper Industries noted that the cost of a 
fifteen-twenty day voyage from Brazil to Rotterdam would become lower than a two day 
voyage from Sweden to Rotterdam, with much higher emissions. This would therefore lead to 
a phenomenon of sulphur leakage, with the lower emissions in the control areas offset by 
higher emissions in other, cheaper areas with higher limits. 
 
Participants discussed the need for appropriate control and enforcement of sulphur control 
legislation. It was noted that in France in particular, penalties for non-compliance will be 
particularly severe, with the possibility of imprisonment and extremely heavy fines, as the 
same legal provisions will be used to police sulphur limits as are used for oil spills. 
 
It was further noted that charterers should be extremely careful to ensure that their contracts 
with carriers stipulate that the carrier must ensure that it complies with the sulphur limits, in 
order to avoid liability for non-compliance being passed on to the charterer. 
 

COMMISSION DEMONSTRATED THE MARITIME INFORMATION AND EXCHANGE SYSTEM  
  
The Commision recently revised the Union Maritime Information and Exchange System within 
the Vessel Traffic Monitoring Directive, to take into account technical enhancements, which 
enable tailor-made solutions for authorities and EU agencies involved in maritime surveillance, 
cross-sector and cross-border. Linking it with the National Single Window for reporting, 
requiring information only once these solutions will contribute to the competitiveness of 
European maritime transport through a more efficient use of existing resources and digital 
maritime services.  
 
Together with the European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) the Commission demonstrated 
the system and its services to Members of Parliament, members of the European Commission 
and EU agencies as well as maritime transport representatives from the industry and national 
authorities on 1st December. The demonstration showed examples of how the Maritime 
Information and Exchange System supports operational needs both in Member States and for 
EU Agencies, sparing them the cost and complexity of buying and managing the underlying 

http://www.lloydsloadinglist.com/freight-directory/news/sulphur-rules-claim-another-casualty-as-transfennica-ends-spain-north-europe-ferry-service/20018120952.htm?source=ezine&utm_source=Lloyd%27s+Loading+List+Daily+News+Bulletin&utm_campaign=91f0bcda5e-Wed_30_July7_30_2014&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1a5c244239-91f0bcda5e-257543605#.VH168dLF98E
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hardware and software, and hosting separate data integration – efficient use of existing 
resources. 
Source: European Commission, 1st December 2014 
 

ROAD 
 

ELECTRONIC ROAD TRANSPORTATION CONTROL SYSTEM (EKAER) IN HUNGARY  

CLECAT has informed members on the possible implications of the Electronic Road 
Transportation Control System (EKAER) in Hungary as of 1/1/15.  The purpose of the system is 
to make sure that no goods are put in circulation in Hungary that without reporting to the 
Hungarian Tax and Customs Authority (NAV).  One of the data elements that need to be 
reported is the registration number of the transport vehicle which is creating a problem for 
freight forwarders and road operators as they often do not know the number well in time.  
Clearly, the system is creating a huge administrative burden for industry. CLECAT will bring the 
issue to the attention of the European Commission (DG TAXUD) as this is not only re-creating 
borders in Europe but equally it will impact on business procedures bringing additional costs 
and administration. 

 
TALKS ON SAFER LORRIES BREAK DOWN   

MEPs and Member State representatives failed to reach an agreement on 1st December 
during the final round of scheduled negotiations on new designs for lorries in the European 
Union which would make them safer and more fuel efficient. The European Parliament wants 
manufacturers to be allowed to use the new designs starting in 2016 if they so choose. They 
would eventually be required to use the new designs from 2022. However, the Council takes 
the position that the new designs should not be obligatory until 2025, and that manufacturers 
should be forbidden from using them until then. The ten-year moratorium was added to the 
Council position at the behest of France and Sweden.  
 
Environmental campaigners have accused the two countries of responding to pressure from 
Swedish firm Volvo, which owns French manufacturer Renault [Trucks]. Volvo has lorries 
coming up for type-approval and is concerned that it would be at a competitive disadvantage 
against other manufacturers that start using the new designs after 2015. Volvo maintains that 
having a period in which manufacturers are using two different design specifications would be 
disruptive, and that their position is “consistent with the rest of the automotive industry”. 
During the talks, MEPs refused to back down on their insistence that manufacturers should be 
able to use the designs earlier than required if they so choose. But the representative from 
Italy, which currently holds the rotating presidency of the EU’s Council of Ministers and is 
representing Member States in the talks, did not have a mandate to accept such an 
arrangement. The two sides will have one last chance to reach an agreement in an extra 
negotiation session, which is scheduled for 10th December. If no agreement can be reached, 
the legislation would go into a second reading, which could delay passage for years.  
 
Environmental campaigners are urging the MEPs to stick to their guns. “Parliament was 100% 
right to send the Council packing,” said William Todts of green transport group Transport & 
Environment (T&E). “This law is about enabling safer and more efficient trucks, not mandating 
them. The new designs would reduce fuel costs, cut emissions and could save up to 900 lives 
per year. Hauliers, cities, cyclists and truck drivers want better lorries as soon as possible but 
Volvo-Renault, through the French government, have erected a deadly roadblock.” The 
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legislation has already been delayed because of the contentious issue of ‘megalorries’. The 
Commission’s proposal contained a provision that would allow trials of these extra-large 
lorries to cross Member State borders, formalising a legal interpretation that has been in place 
since 2012. However, both MEPs and Member States have rejected this position, so it is 
certain to be absent from the final law. MEPs are concerned about the environmental impact 
of a shift of freight from rail to road, and many Member States are concerned that the change 
would put pressure on them to start trials of the megalorries, which many Member States 
think would be unsafe in their particular territory.  
 
Source: European Voice, 2nd December 2014  
See also EURACTIV, 28/11/2014 
 

TRANSPORT MEPS VETO MEASURE ON CLASSIFICATION OF SERIOUS INFRINGEMENTS  

Transport MEPs voted in favour of a motion to oppose the proposed comitology measure on 
categorisation of infringements by road transport operators at the Transport and Tourism 
committee meeting on Tuesday. The motion for a resolution will now need to be voted by the 
European Parliament as a whole in December. "Today's vote demonstrates that the fight 
against social dumping is very high on the agenda of the new transport committee. The 
majority of the members in our committee believe that the Commission's proposal needs to 
be improved. Illegal behaviour has to be sanctioned in a stringent and harmonised manner all 
over Europe," said Michael Cramer (Greens/EFA, DE), chair of the Transport and Tourism 
committee. "European Parliament has a big concern about the list – it is not complete. There 
are many social infringements in the European transport sector and we consider that it is best 
to veto this list now, as we can see that Commissioner Bulc will present a new list. Social 
dumping in transport is one of the larger issues today.  
 
As Mr. Juncker said - we need an innovative economy, but also a social economy, and this is 
the reason that we presented this motion," said Wim van de Camp (EPP, NL), one of the 
transport committee members who tabled the joint EPP and S&D motion. “We want fair 
conditions, and this means a uniform application of rules for road haulage operators and road 
passenger transport operators across the EU. Therefore we appreciate the Commission's 
efforts to introduce a harmonised list of road infringements that may lead to a loss of 
transport operators' good repute. However, the Commission has unfortunately failed to 
include some important aspects relating to infringements of social rights. The spreading cases 
of illegal cabotage, which may lead to increasing social dumping is a serious issue that the EU 
needs to address urgently,” said Ismail Ertug (DE), who tabled the joint motion on behalf of 
the S&D group. 

AIR 
 

SINGLE EUROPEAN SKY: COUNCIL AGREES ITS POSITION 

The Transport Council meeting of national transport ministers on 3 December reached a 
general approach on the Single European Sky II+ proposals. 
 
The draft regulation on the implementation of the Single European Sky (SES) is intended to 
speed up the modernisation of EU air traffic management and air navigation services. As a 
"recast" proposal it brings the four existing SES regulations together under one legislative act 
and revises them. 

http://www.euractiv.com/sections/transport/france-and-sweden-delay-introduction-safer-trucks-310421
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One of the objectives of the SES is to make national air traffic organisations work together in 
regional airspace blocks called "functional airspace blocks" or FABs. Under the general 
approach, the FABs will be set up on the basis of agreements between member states. 
Wherever beneficial, they will be supported by industrial partnerships. The flexibility created 
by industrial partnerships is intended to maximise the performance of FABs and even to 
improve that of the European air traffic management network as a whole. 
 
Member states may choose to set up an operational plan describing the actions to be taken to 
implement the FABs. This replaces the provision in the Commission proposal which would 
have made such a plan mandatory. 
 
The SES includes performance targets related to safety, the environment, capacity and cost- 
efficiency. The text agreed by ministers gives Member States greater flexibility in the process 
of setting EU-wide and local performance plans and putting them into practice. It sets up a 
dialogue between the stakeholders and provides for a revision of the performance plan or the 
local targets where required. 
 
Contrary to the Commission proposal, opening support services to competition will remain 
voluntary. Such services include for instance communication, navigation and meteorological 
services. In addition, air navigation service providers may continue to bundle support services 
with core air navigation services. 
 
The Commission is to carry out an independent study on whether any support services related 
to the European air traffic management network could be provided centrally by Eurocontrol or 
by a group of air navigation service providers. 
 
The adoption of the two regulations requires the approval of both the Council and the 
European Parliament. As the Parliament has already adopted its first reading position, 
negotiations will take place between the institutions to find a compromise. 
 
Source: COUNCIL OF THE EU PRESS RELEASE, 3/12/2014 
 

SCHENKER SEEKS $2.5BN IN LAWSUITS AGAINST AIR CARGO CARTEL 

Schenker will seek damages estimated at $2.5 billion from air cargo carriers found guilty by the 
U.S. Department of Justice, the European Commission and other international authorities for 
operating a global price-fixing cartel.  
 
Schenker is the latest international freight forwarder to pursue civil litigation in an effort to 
recover significant damages from air cargo carriers that conspired to fix fuel and security 
surcharges from 1999 until 2006. In August, Schenker filed a complaint against Air France, 
KLM, Martinair, Cargolux, Qantas, SAS and All Nippon Airways in the Eastern District of New 
York.  
 
The complaint alleges that, in coordinating surcharge pricing for shipments to, from and within 
the U.S., the airlines violated U.S. antitrust laws. All defendants named in the Schenker AG 
complaint pleaded guilty in Department of Justice proceedings. The German lawsuit, filed in 
December 2013 in Cologne, alleges defendants Deutsche Lufthansa, British Airways, Singapore 
Airlines, Swiss Airlines, Cargolux, SAS, Air Canada, Cathay Pacific, Japan Airlines, LAN Airlines 
and Qantas were involved in the same conspiracy affecting airfreight shipments worldwide.  

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/trans/146011.pdf
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A number of air cargo carriers in the United States entered into settlement agreements both 
with class action plaintiffs and individual claimants in order to avoid protracted civil lawsuits. 
Schenker AG agreed to settlements with some carriers but opted out of the settlement 
agreements by the named defendants in connection with the class action lawsuit. 
 
Source:  Lloyd’s Loading List, 1/12/2014 

CUSTOMS  
 

2ND PHASE OF THE EBTI MONITORING OF MEMBER STATES PUBLISHED 
 
On 2 December 2014, the European Commission published a report on the results of the 2nd 
phase of the EBTI (European Binding Tariff Information) monitoring of Member States. 
 
Following the introduction of the EBTI-3 system the European Commission decided it should 
monitor the application of the legislation governing the issuing of BTI. It was decided that all 
Member States should be visited and that the officials of the Commission should be 
accompanied by BTI experts from national administrations. This report (2nd phase) covers 13 
Member States, as the first report of this kind, covering 14 Member States, was published in 
2012. 
 
Given that the monitoring visits were not audits but rather were fact-finding and exchange of 
information visits, the report does not identify individual Member States where 
inconsistencies in procedures were discovered, nor does it identify the Member States to 
which specific recommendations were made. 
 
In its conclusions, the Commission notes that, although the national administrations perform 
correctly their duties and obligations, some improvements are still needed. The main 
inconsistencies identified relate to the uploading of applications in the database, the 
notification of reception of applications and samples and the attachment of images and 
keywords to BTI when they are being issued. All such divergences in practice increase the risk 
of issuing divergent BTI and circumvention of customs duties in terms of the usage of BTI 
decisions by dishonest traders. The administrations concerned have been recommended to 
correct, eliminate or improve those aspects of their procedures or performance giving cause 
for concern.  
 
In the future, the Commission will continue to monitor national practices and bring further 
counselling to the administrations in needs. 
 

The report of the second phase can be found HERE. 
 

RULES OF ORIGIN: VALUE LIMITS 2015 FOR SEVERAL COUNTRIES PUBLISHED ONLINE 
 
On 4 December 2014, the European Commission published the value limits 2015 regarding 
rules of origin for the Pan-Euro-Mediterranean zone, the Republic of Moldova, Chile and 
Central America. 

The value limits for Pan-Euro-Mediterranean zone are available HERE, for the Republic of 

Moldova HERE, for Chile HERE and for Central America HERE. 
 

http://www.lloydsloadinglist.com/freight-directory/news/breaking-news-schenker-seeks-25bn-in-lawsuits-against-air-cargo-cartel/20018120972.htm?source=ezine&utm_source=Lloyd%27s+Loading+List+Daily+News+Bulletin&utm_campaign=91f0bcda5e-Wed_30_July7_30_2014&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1a5c244239-91f0bcda5e-257543605#.VHyXq9LF98E
http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/resources/documents/common/publications/info_docs/customs/ebti_report-phase2_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/resources/documents/customs/customs_duties/rules_origin/preferential/pem_zone_value_limits_2015_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/resources/documents/customs/customs_duties/rules_origin/preferential/rep_moldova_value_limits_2015.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/resources/documents/customs/customs_duties/rules_origin/preferential/chile_value_limits_2015.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/resources/documents/customs/customs_duties/rules_origin/preferential/central_america_value_limits_2015.pdf
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THE COUNCIL EXAMINES THE EU STRATEGY ON CUSTOMS RISK MANAGEMENT 
 
On 4 December 2014, the European Council examined the Communication from the 
Commission on an EU Strategy and an EU Action Plan on customs risk management (see NL 
2014/33 as well as CLECAT Circular CITI 2014/145). 
 
In its conclusions, the Council estimates that “the Strategy provides an adequate starting point 
for enhancing the common framework for customs risk management” and that “the Action 
Plan contains a structured and comprehensive set of activities to ensure that risks are tackled 
more effectively with the necessary consistency and uniformity throughout the EU without 
inappropriate variances and/or gaps”. 
 
It particularly underlines that the EU Customs Administrations should enhance cooperation 
against trans-boundary risks, bearing in mind that certain risks can be better addressed by 
closer cooperation, in particular those risks related, but not limited to: 

- the security and safety of goods; 
- the protection of the environment; 
- the protection of the national and EU economic and financial interests which are 

threatened by, inter alia, IPR infringements, VAT, excise and customs duties evasion at 
import and export, undervaluation, incorrect classification of imported goods 
particularly in the field of origin rules.   

 
The Council endorsed the Strategy and the Action Plan, calling Member States and the 
Commission to implement them and asking the Commission to draft a roadmap for their 

proper implementation.  The Council’s conclusions are available HERE. A statement by EU 

Commissioner Moscovici, welcoming the conclusions of the Council, is available HERE. 

 
SUSTAINABLE LOGISTICS 

 
EUROPEAN LABEL FOR SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT AWARDED 

 
Green Freight Europe (GFE) has awarded European companies with its ‘first 
leaf’ - an award given to companies that have shared CO2 data and 
information on policies, strategy and intentions to reduce CO2 emissions 
from transport operations. Deutsche Post DHL, Procter & Gamble and TNT 
NV were amongst the awarded companies.  
 

The first leaf is part of a four-tier labelling program by GFE that recognizes and benchmarks 
members based on their efforts and measures to further improve on CO2 reduction. In 2015 
GFE will further improve on CO2 data exchange. Additionally, all members have access to the 
GFE Sharing Platform offering expert knowledge, best practices and other information 
supporting the industry to further improve on their environmental performance and to 
intensify collaboration. GFE will continue to raise the bar for its members but strives to 
recognize more members with additional leaves next year. 
 See also GREEN FREIGHT EUROPE LABEL  
 
 
 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/intm/146030.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-14-2381_en.htm
http://www.greenfreighteurope.eu/news/gfe-label-awarded.aspx
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GENERAL 
 

ANNUAL SUMMIT OF THE INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORT FORUM 
 

The Annual Summit of the International Transport Forum 
will take place in Leipzig, from 27-29 May 2015. The theme 
of the 2015 Summit is Transport, Trade and Tourism. 

Registration will open in early 2015. 
 
With up to four parallel sessions at any one time, the programme includes policy discussions 
with Ministers in different formats, keynote addresses, networking opportunities, 
demonstrations, technical tours and an exhibition. 
 
FIATA and CLECAT will be jointly organising a side event on Logistics connectivity: the key 
facilitator of global trade jointly.  
 
The programme of the 2015 Summit is available here 

 

CORE NEWSLETTER NO 1 IS NOW AVAILABLE   
 

The first CORE newsletter has just been published. CORE is 
industrial and practical focused research driven by 
industrial partners such as BSH, Procter and Gamble, DHL 
Supply Chain, Maersk Line willing to be involved in this 

global intermodal exercise.  The project CORE (Consistently Optimized Resilient Secure Global 
Supply-Chains) will address three main areas: End-to-end supply chain security, global visibility 
of security risks, and optimized supply chain solutions. 
 
CORE aims to enhance the effectiveness of supervising global trade and safeguarding the 
supply chain security and other societal challenges related to global trade and logistics.   
 
Some interesting facts and figures that will be further researched in CORE include: 
 

 Lack of interoperability in multimodal information exchange cost the EU around €7 
BLN annually.  

 Supply chain disruptions cut the share price of impacted companies by 7%.  

 Wrong information: in 60% of declarations, customs do not know who the true 
consignor/consignee really is.  

 Potential value of monitoring: sensitive goods monitoring service will reduce transport 
administration costs by 5%.  
 

CORE Newsletter is available here 

RUSH TO REGISTER AS COMMISSION’S TRANSPARENCY REGIME BEGINS 
 

The European Union’s voluntary transparency register for lobbyists, which has been in place 
since 2010, has seen a rush of new registrants over the past week ahead of the Commission’s 

http://2015.internationaltransportforum.org/27-May
http://www.coreproject.eu/newsletters/newsletter.aspx
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new public disclosure regime, which began on December 1. In 2014, new registrations have 
averaged around 100 a month. 
 
Commissioners, their cabinet members and directors-general are now obliged to publish on 
the Commission’s website a record of their meetings with lobbyists. Meetings can only be held 
with those people or organisations that have signed up to the EU’s transparency register.  
 
With organisations on the register receiving regular updates on proposed legislation, and 
having their response to legislative consultations accorded particular status, some interest 
groups say they agreed to add their names in the registry purely to stay in the loop. 
Source: European Voice, 2/12/2014 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 
CLECAT MEETINGS  
Customs and Indirect Taxation Institute  

 20 February 
Security Institute  

 10 March a.m, Brussels  
Air Logistics Institute  

 10 March p.m. 
Maritime Institute 

 11 March a.m. 
Sustainable Logistics Institute  

 11 March p.m. 
Road Institute/Joint meeting with FIATA 

 18 March p.m. Zurich  
Rail Institute / joint meeting with FIATA 

 23-24 April Vienna  
Board General Assembly  

 2 June 2015, Brussels  
Freight Forwarders Forum  

 19 November 2015   
 

OTHER EVENTS with CLECAT PARTICIPATION  
 
CORE working group  

 8 December Brussels  
TRANSFORuM, Transport 2050 

 8 December, Brussels 
Cargo Theft project workshop 

 9 December, Brussels  
Multi-Modal Action Group Meeting, Global Emissions Council 

 9 December, Amsterdam Schiphol Airport 
ITF Summit Leipzig  

 27-29 May 2015         
                                       

European Parliament TRAN Committee 

 19 January 2015, (afternoon) Monday, 19 January 2014, afternoon 

http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/rush-to-register-as-commissions-transparency-regime-begins/
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o Announcement of Council's position at 1st reading on Weights and 
Dimensions Directive / Leichtfried  

o Exchange of views with Mr Doppelbauer - Executive Director of ERA  
o Exchange of views with the Commission, DG MOVE, on the state of play on 

aviation agreements  
o Approval of the agreement on cross-border exchange of information on road 

safety related to traffic offences - vote / Ayala Sender  
o Presentation by Italian Minister for Transport, Mr Lupi, on IT Presidency 

conclusions 
o Presentation by Latvian Minister for Transport on LV Presidency priorities 

 
Council   (Latvian Presidency) 

 Transport Council, 13 March 2015 

 Transport Council, 11 June 2015. 
 


