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NEWS FROM BRUSSELS  
 

 

FREIGHT FORWARDERS FORUM 2014 DEBATES THE FUTURE OF LOGISTICS  
 

CLECAT, policy makers and industry stakeholders identified 
challenges and opportunities for logistics at Freight Forwarders 
Forum which took place yesterday at the Headquarters of the 
World Customs Organisation in Brussels.   
 
The first part of the Forum debated how the European 

Commission can provide the right framework conditions to support logistic service providers 
and enable them to further grow and safeguard the EU competitive position in the global 
market.  
 
Mr Sandro Santamato, Head of Unit for Maritime Transport and Logistics at the European 
Commission, told attendees that “the political priorities of the new European Commission 
President, Jean-Claude Juncker, are very relevant to the logistics sector”. If Europe wants a 
strong manufacturing industry, it needs to be well integrated into the global economy with 
access to consumer and import markets. The logistics sector is central to this.”    
 
MEP Ms Gesine Meissner supported this and expressed her commitment to give logistics the 
much needed visibility in the European parliament; accounting for more than 10% of Europe’s 
GDP, the logistics sector is a key driver for the European economy. 
  
Jeroen Eijsink, CEO of DHL Freight Germany, highlighted that the completion of the Single 
Market and connectivity with the rest of the world will boost logistics. ‘A successful logistics 
sector would, in turn, bring greater connectivity and greater prosperity to Europe,’ Mr Eijsink 
added.  
 
The holistic approach announced by the European Commission was welcomed by Marc 
Huybrechts, President of CLECAT, who stressed that “a more holistic debate has great value, 
as the logistics sector covers all modes. Therefore we need a more integrated longer-term 
strategy for logistics, based on realistic scenarios for the 2015-2030 period.’ In agreement on 
the challenge to freight forwarders, both SME’s and large LSP’s to become highly connected at 
all levels, he also thought that this industry is and will remain a people’s business.  
 
The second panel on “digitalisation and supply chain visibility to improve efficiencies in the 
supply chain” discussed the benefits and challenges in moving from paper to electronic 
notification and documentation and how this would facilitate trade. Panellists agreed that 
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digitalisation will allow transport and logistics stakeholders to integrate their operations more 
cost-effectively, manage the complexities of their supply chains more efficiently, and improve 
asset utilization and facilitate reporting to customs and other agencies.   
 
Innovation and vision from freight forwarders and customs was demonstrated by David 
Hesketh, Senior Business Manager at HM Revenue and Customs, UK and Tom Fernihough from 
Metro Shipping LTD.  In the UK data pipeline solutions are growingly successful, they are 
commercially sustainable and both industry and customs are very excited about them. 
 
Nicolette van der Jagt, Director General of CLECAT, concluded: “The role of freight forwarders 
is moving increasingly in the direction of that of data and compliance integrators. New 
technologies driven by higher data volumes will clearly affect operations in the future and 
require change from all involved in the supply chain. More efficient logistics will not come 
without considerable research and innovation efforts. CLECAT will continue to support the 
new research and innovation fund – Horizon 2020, which will equally have an important role 
to play.” 
 
Speakers included Prof. Dr. J. Rod Franklin, Adjunct Professor of Logistics, Kühne Logistics 
University;  Sandro Santamato, Head of Unit for Maritime Transport and Logistics, DG MOVE,  
European Commission;   Jeroen Eijsink, CEO DHL Freight Germany; Gesine Meissner, MEP; 
Astrid Schlewing, Head of Sector Logistics, DG MOVE, European Commission; Yves Fargues, 
President, TLF; Frank Knoors, Managing Director, Logit One NV; Nik Delmeire, Secretary 
General, European Shippers Council; Donald Tan, Technical Officer, World Customs 
Organisation; David Hesketh, Senior Business Manager at HM Revenue and Customs, UK; Tom 
Fernihough, Senior Operations Manager, Metro Shipping Ltd and Hans Driessen, Director 
International Trade, Océ-Technologies. 
 
Presentations are available on the CLECAT website.  
 

CLECAT TO HOST ICARGO WORKSHOP AT INTERMODAL 2014   
   

A workshop addressing ‘Intelligent Logistics through Partnering 
in the Supply Chain’ will be chaired by European freight 
forwarders association, CLECAT, and the European Shippers 
Council (ESC) at Intermodal Europe 2014, which takes place 
from 11-13 November at the Rotterdam AHOY. 

 
On day two of Intermodal Europe 2014, Nicolette van der Jagt, Director General of CLECAT, 
and Joost Sitskoorn of the European Shippers Council (ESC) will lead the workshop, which will 
include several presentations from industry experts and a round table discussion.  
 
Topics to be addressed will include the challenges that face users and operators through 
partnerships within the supply chain, as well as looking at some of the developments within 
the industry.  Presentations will focus on the iCargo pilots which will demonstrate simplified 
and more energy-efficient management of freight flow in international rail / multimodal 
corridors, demonstrate e-services to integrate motorways of the sea with competitive 
hinterland co-modal offerings and how to improve the sustainability profile of an entire, 
complex supply chain through cooperative planning and execution solutions.  Stora Enso and 
DHL/Unilever will demonstrate the first results of the pilots.  
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Intermodal Europe is a three day free-to-attend exhibition and conference for logistics 
professionals. Intermodal Europe is widely considered one of the most important events in the 
container shipping calendar.   
 
See also INTERMODAL WEBSITE  
 

CLECAT AND ESC HOSTING WORKSHOP ON CORE 20 NOVEMBER BRUSSELS  
 

CLECAT and ESC are organising a workshop on the recently 
launched CORE project ‘Securing global supply chain 
through supply chain visibility’ on Thursday 20 November 
2014 in Brussels.  

 
CORE is a project the European Union supports via the Security Theme of its Seventh 
Framework Programme for Research and Technological Development.  In CORE major actors in 
international logistics, industrial companies acting on the global scale, law enforcement and 
transport authorities, technology developers and research institutions will work together. The 
participation of the World Customs organization and of Interpol, together with a number of 
national EU Customs, is paramount for the success of CORE and for the future promotion of 
mutual recognition of controls and of security measures. 
 
The CLECAT/ESC workshop will include a practical ‘game chain’. The game demonstrates 
different data-sharing concepts that allow an extended assessment of risks, both by business 
and government, and thereby enabling improved supply chain visibility and cost-efficient and 
effective security enhancement. In the game the players can experiment the effects of these 
various concepts and experience how they can collaboratively innovate the logistics chain. 
 

THE COST OF NON- EUROPE REPORT 
 
On November 3rd the TRAN Committee held a HEARING on the presentation of the COST OF NON-
EUROPE REPORT.  The report's aim is to analyse and quantify the benefits of completing the 
Single Market in Transport and of further action in the Tourism sector. It builds on the 
following studies:  
 

 “COST OF NON-EUROPE REPORT - SINGLE MARKET IN TRANSPORT AND TOURISM”; 

  “COST OF NON-EUROPE IN ROAD TRANSPORT AND RAILWAYS”; 

  “COST OF NON-EUROPE IN AIR AND MARITIME TRANSPORT”; 

  “COST OF NON-EUROPE IN TOURISM POLICY AND PASSENGER RIGHTS”    
 

Despite the significant progress that has been achieved over the last 20 years in creating a 
Single Market for Transport, the report finds that the sector still suffers from barriers and 
gaps, which create substantial costs. The annual gains that could be achieved from addressing 
the identified issues have been estimated at €8.6 billion for the transport sector. Creating a 
fully integrated transport sector and a more efficient tourism sector would also improve 
mobility and environmental sustainability, as well as enhance internal cohesion and 
international competitiveness.  
 
Some Members believed that the report focused disproportionally on the benefits of further 
liberalisation of transport markets. They thought more attention should be paid to the social 

http://www.intermodal-events.com/Content/ESC-CLECAT-iCARGO-Workshop/5_60/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/video?event=20141103-1500-COMMITTEE-TRAN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/tran/events.html?id=other
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/tran/events.html?id=other
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201410/20141028ATT92086/20141028ATT92086EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201410/20141030ATT92226/20141030ATT92226EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201410/20141028ATT92090/20141028ATT92090EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201410/20141028ATT92092/20141028ATT92092EN.pdf


4 
 

  

dimension of transport, gains from inesting in infrastructure and the internalisation of external 
costs. Members considered it important to quantify the costs of non-application of existing 
legislation. 
 
Source: TRAN Newsletter, 3/11/2014 
 

STUDY ON INVESTMENTS IN LARGE TEN- T PROJECTS 
 

A provisional version of the update of the 2013 study on 'investments in 
large TEN-T projects' was presented to the TRAN Committee on 04.11.14.  
  
This update adds five new case studies to the analysis, three of which 
dealing with mega projects that are still in the planning or in early 
implementation phase: Lyon-Turin, Iron-Rhine and S21/Stuttgart-Ulm. The 
update also shows that not all lessons from the past have been learned, in 
particular as regards the need for early and transparent public 
participation. The study will be finalized following the presentation. 

Following the presentation of this update, the debate indicated that: 
 
• Out of the 12 case-studies analysed by the authors, the Lyon-Turin connection was the most 
controversial, notably because of its estimated €26 billion cost. The profitability of the project 
(which stakeholders evaluated at about 5%) was questioned by several Members, as was the 
continuation of EU funding. The authors underlined that the cost of the project and aspects of 
its environmental impact were currently being reassessed; 
• Early and transparent public participation was essential for the support and success of the 
projects. However, consultation procedures vary considerably between Member States and 
were not always optimal; 
• The authors emphasised the importance of early planning to avoid poor project definitions 
and vague impact estimates leading to unnecessary financial and environmental costs. 
Members insisted on the need to allocate public funding optimally, as well as States' 
obligation to ensure the consistency of the TEN-T network by selecting suitable projects. On 
this last point, the Commission stressed that the planning phase had been improved through 
the new TEN-T guidelines; 
• Major TEN-T projects shall be connected to local and regional transport networks. In this 
regard, the Commission emphasised that the 'core network' should absorb 'only' 20% of EU 
funding for TEN-T; 
• The Commission confirmed that although the Adriatic-Ionic Link is not part of the TENT, it 
will be included in the extension of the core network corridors to the Western Balkans. 
 
Source: TRAN Newsletter, 3/11/2014 
 

MARITIME 
 

FIATA DEMANDS GREATER CLARITY ON OCEAN CARRIER SURCHARGES 
 
FIATA has called for the world’s container shipping lines to “provide greater clarity on the ever 
increasing variety of surcharges that they apply”.  Robert Keen, chairman of FIATA’s 
Multimodal Transport Institute, said that forwarders were accustomed to currency and fuel 
surcharges, but “need more transparency for other surcharges, often with questionable names 
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and purposes, that are charged to freight forwarders”.  Keen said: “In the past, we have seen 
Administration Fees, Peak Season Surcharges, or ISPS add-on surcharges. Of late, we have had 
examples of ‘container cleaning fees’ and ‘container seal ing fees’, without any evidence of the 
expense actually being incurred.”  There have also been recent examples of port congestion 
surcharges caused by labour unrest and haulage surcharges resulting from HGV driver 
shortages, “which is difficult to understand as there is no explanation and little justification for 
an additional charge for a service that the container line is finding difficult to provide”, FIATA 
said.  Mr Keen, concluded: “It is time for freight forwarders to stop accepting at face value 
opaque and unjustified surcharges.” 
 
Source: Lloyd’s Loading List 
 

EUROPEAN SHIPOWNERS LAUNCH SULPHUR SURVEY 
The European Community Shipowners Association (ECSA) has launched a survey to monitor 
the economic impact of the 0.1% sulphur requirements for shipping in the European Sulphur 
Emission Control Areas (SECAs), which are due to enter into force on 1 January 2015, as 
foreseen by the amended 2012 EU Sulphur Directive. 
 
Numerous reports have already been published on the implementation of the new sulphur 
rules and the ensuing risks of a modal backshift (from sea to land-based transport), but have 
so far primarily been based on forecasts. 
 
“As we get closer to the entry into force of the new rules it becomes vital to move to fact-
based analyses and take stock of what is actually happening in the market” pointed out Patrick 
Verhoeven, ECSA Secretary-General. 
 
The survey is part of a stepwise approach to ascertain the economic impact of the upcoming 
sulphur requirements by gathering factual information from ship operators active in the 
European SECAs (the North Sea, Baltic Sea and the Channel). It was agreed upon at the 
European Sustainable Shipping Forum (ESSF), a multi-stakeholder platform set up by the 
European Commission to assess the developments towards compliance with the new 
requirements of the content of sulphur in marine fuel, exchange best practices and provide 
overall coordination. “We strongly encourage ship operators to take part in this survey as it is 
very important to get an accurate picture of the situation before and after the entry into force 
of the new sulphur rules” commented Mr Verhoeven. 
 
The survey is addressed to ship operators who are wholly or partly active in the European 
SECAs and will be repeated on a quarterly basis throughout 2015. Responses to the survey will 
act as a source of information for the European Commission, which has to closely monitor the 
impact of the shipping sector’s compliance with the new fuel quality standards. 
 

The survey can be found HERE. 
 

PORT OF KOPER, SLOVENIA, WINS 2014 ESPO AWARD 

 
The Port of Koper in Slovenia has been awarded this year’s ESPO Award in recognition of its 
work in creating a sustainable future for the port and its surroundings. Koper was presented 
with the Award at a ceremony in Brussels on 4 November. CLECAT participated as a guest.  
 

http://www.ecsa.eu/index.php?subid=393&option=com_acymailing&no_html=1&ctrl=url&urlid=330&mailid=120
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The theme of this year’s ESPO Award was Innovative Environmental Projects. Koper won the 
2014 Award for its project, NO WASTE, JUST RESOURCES!, which aims to reduce the amount of 
waste through encouraging its reuse or reprocessing into environment-friendly materials, and 
includes such innovations as the use of paper mill sludge as an anti-dusting agent, the 
introduction of a heating system that uses recycled wood, the operation of the waste 
separation centre and composting plant and the reuse of marine silt as a construction 
material. 
 
The ESPO Award 2014 attracted twenty projects from ports from all over Europe compete for 
the prize. Koper beat shortlisted projects from the ports of Huelva, Lisbon, Marseille and 
Rotterdam. 

ROAD  
 

EU GEARS UP FOR MORE ROAD TOLL SCHEMES  
 
The European Commission announced it will propose a new law to 
make road toll schemes across Europe more user-friendly if it fails to 
achieve it through non-binding measures. Speaking at a European 
Parliament HEARING on European road toll systems for private vehicles 
on Wednesday (4 November), the Commission said there was a lot of 
room for new initiatives in the area. As more countries introduce road 
toll schemes, the European Commission wants to ensure that the new 
set ups are easy to use across the EU and are non-discriminatory. Toll 
roads have been set up in Hungary, the UK, and Latvia in the recent 
months. Sweden, Belgium and Norway are planning to put in place 
such schemes in 2016. "We have seen a proliferation of national draft 

schemes lately," said the Commission at the hearing. "But we need to be mindful of the overall 
coherence of the introduction of those schemes."  The announcement comes two weeks after 
Germany introduced a controversial law that charges vehicles for the use of its autobahn. 
While all drivers technically have to pay for the same highway, German citizens are given the 
opportunity to deduct these costs from their annual car tax. The law has yet to be approved by 
Berlin, but if it comes into force, the system will discriminate against foreign drivers.  The EU's 
executive arm refused to comment on the German initiative during the hearing, as the 
Commission does not take a position on draft laws.  

Policy makers, industry representatives, and NGOs present at the hearing, also discussed the 
option of aligning member states' road toll systems for private vehicles to prevent having 28 
different ones. They also discussed how to finance and maintain road infrastructures. Road 
charging helps maintain infrastructures and it's a revenue source for member states. The EC 
has been a strong promoter of the user and polluter pays principle through road charging. At 
the moment, only tolls for heavy goods vehicles are regulated at the European level. The 
private vehicles, which include passenger cars, motorcycles and light commercial vehicles, are 
regulated by the national laws. The Commission, however, monitors that the EU countries’ 
charging schemes comply with principles of non-discrimination and proportionality.  Following 
presentations and discussions, the audience remained divided over whether a European road 
toll system should be put in place.   

Wim van de Camp, an MEP from the European People's Party, said his group will favour 
common rules at the EU level. He said member states "need to align their systems, to make 

http://www.espo.be/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=559:espo-award-2014-shortlisted-project-the-port-of-koper-no-waste-just-resources&catid=34:espo-press&Itemid=109
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201410/20141029ATT92170/20141029ATT92170EN.pdf
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life easier for road users". Representing the users' point of view in the panel, Lauriane Krid, 
Policy Director at Fédération Internationale de l'Automobile, said that the road systems should 
be tailored to member state's needs instead of having generalised road pricing in 
Europe.  According to IRU, road users already contribute substantially to road maintenance, 
but it’s up to the member states to efficiently allocate the revenues.  Whether the EU will have 
common rules for private vehicles will be the job of the Commissioner Bulc, to decide. The 
new college of Commissioners has promised to present their working programme with 
concrete proposals in its first 100 days of work.   

Source: EURACTIV, 6/11/2014 

 
ROAD TAX FOR TRUCKS IN SWEDEN 
 
Officially the Swedish government kilometer tax is named a "road wear tax". Expectedly the 
proposal has met much protests in the transport industry.  The Government wants to transfer 
long haul transport from road to rail and sea, and investment in railways will be increase next 
year. The work to introduce a distance based road tax has started. Also foreign road hauliers 
will have to pay the tax. The aim is to implement it in the coming government four year 
period. - Road taxes will shift long transports from truck to rail and sea, and also contributes to 
proper conditions within the transport industry, writes Prime Minister Stefan Löfven and 
Minister for Climate and Environment, Åsa Romsons, in an article in "Dagens Nyheter", a 
Swedish daily news paper. 
 
When and how the tax is to be introduced is uncertain. Also the kilometer rate is up for 
debate, but it seems that it will be around SEK 1.5 per km on average, a number first 
introduced in the report 'Tax on väg ". The proposed road tax is estimated to increase the 
income of the Swedish treasury with SEK 4 billion per year. The fee is intended to differentiate 
between rural and urban areas. Numbers that have been mentioned is SEK 1.0 per km in rural 
areas, compared to SEK 2.8 per km in urban areas.  A road tax in Sweden will increase the road 
transport cost from Denmark to Norway via Sweden with about SEK 1 600 (close to EUR 200).   
 

MARKET REPORT ON EUROPEAN ROAD FREIGHT SECTOR  
 
The European road freight sector endured another year of weak growth and anaemic profits, 
according to the latest market report from Transport Intelligence, European Road Freight 
Transport 2014.  Overall the industry experienced growth of just 1.0% in 2013, weighed down 
by the impact of stagnation in the Eurozone. Only markets in Central and Eastern Europe 
prospered, with Poland, the largest market in the region growing by 5.8%. The UK was the best 
performing of the larger markets in Western Europe, with growth of 2.0% mostly derived from 
its economic recovery.  
 
Across Europe operating margins remained low, hampered by the weak volumes which, 
according to analysis contained in the report, are the biggest single influence on profitability. 
Across a snapshot of markets, UK hauliers had the best margins, but at 2.5% they were hardly 
exciting.  However, according to one of the report’s authors, Ti analyst David Buckby, the low 
market growth and profits disguise a looming upheaval in the industry. The report identifies a 
number of political, environmental and technological drivers which will fundamentally change 
the structure of the sector in the next ten years.  For example, increasing automation of 
trucks, liberalisation of cabotage and environmental legislation will create new challenges and 

http://www.euractiv.com/sections/transport/eu-gears-more-road-toll-schemes-309811
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opportunities for the industry. Many labour organisations and road freight operators are 
already opposing some of these changes which they believe are unfair and will make the 
industry even more competitive.  ‘New technologies and increased access to domestic markets 
by lower cost operators, especially those based in Central and Eastern Europe will result in a 
root and branch change to the road freight market environment. Vested interests will try to 
delay the onset of these changes, but it is inevitable that the road freight market of the future 
will change out of all recognition, even in the short to medium term,’ commented Buckby.  
 

AIR 
 

EUROPEAN AIR CARGO MARKET MAINTAINS MIXED PERFORMANCE 
 
According to new research, the European air cargo export market remained buoyant in 
September 2014. “Europe is the only origin region showing a year-on-year yield improvement 
to all other regions,” noted September analysis from WorldACD. “It may come as a surprise 
that origin Europe tops the revenue growth charts, showing a very healthy 7.8% growth year-
on-year.”  All other regions have seen a decline in yields, “making Europe single-handedly 
responsible for the fact that worldwide dollar-yields hardly dropped over the first three 
quarters”, it added. 
 
However, Europe also saw the largest revenue drop, of -13.7%, compared with three years 
ago, while growth this year has been below the worldwide average. While overall, 
September’s figures showed improvement in both volumes and revenues globally, there 
remains weakness and rates were flat, agree analysts.   Drewry admitted last week that its 
anticipated air freight rate rise in September had failed to materialise, with rates stagnant, 
suggesting “some softening in underlying demand relative to capacity”. It noted, however that 
it still “expects to see stronger pricing development on the back of some uplift in demand from 
the traditional year-end peak season”. 
 
Revenues, according to WorldACD, rose 6%, with traffic out of Asia Pacific, up 7.7% , and North 
America up 6.6%. Volumes increased worldwide by 6.6%, although yields fell by 0.6%. 
IATA’s analysis shows that air freight volumes rose a more modest 5.2% in September, picking 
up some pace after August. It too saw better growth in Asia Pacific, up 5.7% in volume terms. 
Europe, it said, had seen freight tonne kilometres fall by 1.6% in September, which it 
attributed to Air France strikes and the Ukraine situation. And it noted that Latin American 
carriers had failed to capitalise on rising exports, revealed in the latest trade data – carriers 
saw just a 0.3% rise in volumes. Specific cargo had a better month – with revenues from the 
perishables sector up 9% and pharma up 16%, said WorldACD. 
 
Source: Lloyd’s Loading List 

 
CUSTOMS  

 
INDUSTRY INVITED TO DEBATE UCC COMMISSION ACTS IN EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
 
On Tuesday this week members of the Trade Contact Group, including CLECAT, met the 
rapporteur  - Mr Juvin (FR, EPP) - and the shadow rapporteurs for the IMCO Committee of the 
European Parliament to discuss the second draft of the UCC Commission Acts.   

http://www.worldacd.com/trends
http://www.iata.org/whatwedo/Documents/economics/freight-analysis-sep-2014.pdf
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CLECAT observed that essential parts of the draft are still far stable. Whereas considerable 
progress has been made, only one month before the end of the consultation process, there is 
still much work to do. In line with other economic stakeholders CLECAT expressed the hope 
that IMCO will support the request to have additional plenary meetings including EU Member 
States for the finalizations of the UCC implementing provisions and to be further consulted 
and receive assurance that additional inputs to the EU Commission will be taken into account 
and addressed in a formal process also after December 2014.  New meetings with the 
rapporteur and the shadow rapporteurs are planned in December and January. 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 
CLECAT MEETINGS  
 
CORE/Cassandra Workshop  

 20 November, Brussels  
Customs Institute  

 21 November, Brussels 
Security Institute  

 10 March a.m, Brussels  
Air Logistics Institute  

 10 March p.m. 
Maritime Institute 

 11 March a.m. 
Sustainable Logistics Institute  

 11 March p.m. 
Road Institute/Joint meeting with FIATA 

 18 March p.m. Zurich  
Rail Institute / joint meeting with FIATA 

 23-24 April Vienna  
Board General Assembly  

 2 June 2015, Brussels  
Freight Forwarders Forum  

 19 November 2015   
 

OTHER MEETINGS/EVENTS with CLECAT PARTICIPATION  
 
Intermodal Europe 2014 Conference  

 11-13 November, Rotterdam, Netherlands 
DG MOVE Rail Freight Days Conference 

 27-28 November, Brussels, Belgium 
Intermodal Transport Conference UIIR 

 4-5 December, Brussels, Belgium 
 

European Parliament TRAN Committee  

 20 November 
- Presentation EC of the amended 2014 CEF Transport Work Programme  

Transport Council 

 3 December (provisional) 


