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NEWS FROM BRUSSELS  
 
 

FREIGHT FORWARDERS’ FORUM 2014: DID YOU ALREADY REGISTER?   
 

CLECAT’s annual Freight Forwarders Forum addressing ‘the Future 
of Logistics; challenges and solutions explored’ will take place at 
the World Customs Organisation on the 6th November.    
 
The Forum will include key note speeches from policy makers in 
the EC and EP, including Fotis Karamitsos, Deputy Director-

General, Coordination of Directorates C & D European Commission, Gesine Meissner, Member 
of the European Parliament and Jeroen Eijsink, CEO DHL Freight Germany. 
  
For more information and REGISTRATION see the CLECAT WEBSITE.  
 

CLECAT INSTITUTES MEET IN ITALY FOR WIDE RANGE OF DISCUSSIONS 

 
At the invitation of FEDESPEDI, the CLECAT Supply Chain Security, Air Logistics and Maritime 
Logistics Institutes met in Genoa, Italy, on 22-23 October. 
 
The Supply Chain Security Institute discussed a range of issues across transport modes, 
including the implementation of the EU’s ACC3 regulations for air cargo, as well as the issue of 
access for forwarders to the EU database of validated supply chain entities. Updates were also 
received with regard to the EU’s customs security measures for maritime and air cargo. A 
discussion was held regarding cybersecurity threats in maritime transport, where the 
electronic bill of lading has been identified as a key vulnerability in the supply chain. Members 
were also updated on an EC project on cargo theft which is due to start in about a month time. 
A number of members of CLECAT have been appointed as experts to the project which will 
purpose of the workshops is to develop a common picture of road cargo theft across the EU at 
the current time and to describe the trends; define what an incident(s) is/are and if there is a 
need to categorise the different incidents, set out the criteria that should be used etc.  
 
The Air Logistics Institute discussed numerous policy developments in air transport, including 
the EU’s airports package of legislation as well as measures on the environmental impact of 
aviation. Members also discussed market developments including the issue of air freight 
surcharges. 
 

http://www.clecat.org/component/rsform/form/9-fff-2014-registration.html
http://www.clecat.org/news-events/events/423-freight-forwarders-forum-2014.html


2 
 

  

At the Maritime Logistics Meeting the secretariat provided an update on the latest status of 
the EU’s proposed Ports Regulation, where the Council recently adopted its position 
weakening the proposal, and the European Parliament will resume its work on the proposal. 
CLECAT members also shared information on a range of developments in their countries, 
including market and investment developments at the ports of Rotterdam, Antwerp and 
Hamburg. Members also discussed at length the implementation of the soon to be adopted 
IMO regulation on container weighing, particularly the role of the freight forwarder in the 
procedure. 
 

CLECAT CONGRATULATES NEW TRANSPORT COMMISSIONER VIOLETA BULC 
 

CLECAT has written to Mrs Violeta Bulc who was confirmed the new 
Commissioner for Transport earlier this week, congratulating her with 
the appointment.  CLECAT welcomed her appointment and is looking 
forward to a very fruitful cooperation. CLECAT is looking forward to 
contuing our close and effective cooperation with the EC under 

Commissioner Violeta Bulc who will no doubt bring new expertise.  
 
Ms Violeta Bulc has been a businesswoman and innovative entrepreneur prior to taking up a 
role in the government of Slovenia after the elections that took place earlier this year. Ms Bulc 
holds degrees in engineering and a master in business. Her career was focused on the telecom 
and IT sector. 
 
The incoming European Commission President, Mr Jean-Claude Juncker issued mission letters 
to his commissioner nominees. The mission letter of Transport Commissioner designate, Ms 
Violeta Bulc, can be found here: HTTP://EC.EUROPA.EU/ABOUT/JUNCKER-
COMMISSION/DOCS/BULC_EN.PDF 
 
The priorities for transport as defined by President Juncker in the mission letter are the 
following:  

 Ensure the functioning and development of the EU transport infrastructure with a focus on 
- wherever possible private - investment, in particular to build missing interconnections, 

 Reduce greenhouse gas emissions of transport, 

 Implement the user-pays principle, 

 Collaborate to develop smart cities, 

 Complete the Fourth Railway Package, to be maintained in a single package, and the Single 
European Sky, 

 Deliver innovation through SESAR and Shift2Rail, and 

 Develop European policy standards for safety and security. 
The mission letter defines the overall principles that are to guide the Juncker Commission 
throughout its mandate, including ethics and transparency, as well as taking a more active role 
in communicating Europe to its citizens. 
 

JUNCKER WINS SUPPORT FOR ‘LAST-CHANCE’ COMMISSION  
 
President-elect Jean-Claude Juncker secured confirmation for his new [European] Commission 
from MEPs on 22nd October. The European Parliament’s largest three groups, the European 
People’s Party (EPP), the Socialists & Democrats (S&D) and the Alliance of Liberals and 
Democrats for Europe (ALDE) broadly voted, with 423 in favour, to support the proposed 

http://ec.europa.eu/about/juncker-commission/docs/bulc_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/about/juncker-commission/docs/bulc_en.pdf
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executive. 209 MEPs voted against, and 67 abstained, primarily, reports indicate, from the 
conservative ECR group. Jean-Claude Juncker confirmed on 15th October he wants Slovakia’s 
Maroš Šefčovič to be his Vice-President for Energy Union, replacing Slovenia’s Alenka 
Bratušek, who quit after being rejected by MEPs. Šefčovič was originally pencilled in as 
Juncker’s Transport Commissioner, a role that now goes to Violeta Bulc, Bratušek’s 
replacement as Slovenia’s candidate Commissioner.  
 
During the hearing, she responded to questions ranging from social dumping in the area of 
transport to the measures to prevent Ebola from European territory, or the consequences of 
the Russian food ban on EU businesses. Several MEPs asked her a series of three or four 
questions, and most of the time she was able to provide elements of answers to all of them, in 
spite of the time constraints. Juncker issued a new mission letter to Šefčovič as Vice-President 
for Energy Union, in which he assigns him oversight of the Transport Commissioner, which 
means that Bulc would be subordinated to him. The move is seen as an appeasement gesture 
to the Parliament’s Transport (TRAN) Committee, which reportedly wasn’t happy about the 
last-minute switch of portfolios.  Juncker said on 22nd October that space policy would not be 
assigned with transport to Bulc, but would go to Elżbieta Bienńkowska, who will be 
responsible for the internal market, industry and entrepreneurship. 
 

MARITIME 

 

ECSA CALLS FOR MEPS TO PRESERVE MEANINGFUL PORTS REGULATION 
 
The European Community Shipowners’ Association has called on the European Parliament to 
resist watering down the proposed Ports Regulation, following the Council’s agreement on a 
weaker version of the text. 
 
ECSA criticises the Council text, which excludes cargo-handling and passenger services from 
the market access chapter, as well as pilotage. ECSA believes that this severely limits the scope 
of the Regulation while increasing the heterogeneity in the legal framework applicable to EU 
ports. ECSA further criticises the removal of provisions pertaining to the consultation of port 
users as well as a supervision mechanism to ensure the proper implementation of EU rules. 
 
The European Parliament had suspended its work on the proposal, due to time running out 
before the European elections in May. The rapporteur, Knut Fleckenstein MEP (Socialist, 
Germany) is to resume work on drafting the Parliament’s position, which ECSA hopes will be 
more ambitious than the Council. 
 
CLECAT likewise regrets that the Council text is a watered down version of the Commission’s 
proposal, but remains positive that agreement has been reached on the controversial issue of 
ports liberalisation. It can be expected that political resistance to the proposal will be as strong 
in the European Parliament as it has been among Member States, with MEPs likely to seek 
extensive amendments to the Commission proposal. 
 

WINTER SAILING CANCELLATIONS STACK UP 
 
Container shipping lines have announced further service changes on the transpacific and Asia-
Europe trade lane to reflect the slowdown in demand for the winter period.  
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The G6 Alliance of APL, Hapag-Lloyd, Hyundai Merchant Marine, Mitsui OSK Lines, Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha and Orient Overseas Container Line has announced it will temporarily axe its 
Central China CC2 service to the US west coast in response to “seasonal changes in market 
demand”.  The last sailing of the service will take place on October 31. The alliance said all 
ports called by CC2 will be covered by other services.  According to Containerisation 
International research the weekly service is operated by four vessels with an average total 
capacity of 5,800 teu.  In total, there are 57 services that cover Asia and the North American 
west coast, although many of those stop at the west coast on their way to the east coast, 
South America and Caribbean, or they are pendulum services.  The G6 Alliance is an operator 
on 14 of these services.  Even with these non-direct services stripped out there are a total of 
38 dedicated Asia-west coast strings.  Containerisation International estimates show that the 
service suspension will remove around 1.6% of capacity from the market.  
 
Last week, the alliance announced it would combine its NYE and SCE service heading from Asia 
to the North American east coast. This would remove around 3.3% of capacity on the 
transpacific east coast trade lane.  Meanwhile, Maersk Line has announced four sailing 
cancellations on the Asia-north Europe trade lane. The Danish carrier said that due to a 
“predicted lack of demand” it would cancel four AE6 sailings scheduled for the fourth quarter.  
 
One of these cancellations will take place in October, two in November and the final one in 
December. The service operates vessels with an average size of just under 6,500 teu.  Extra 
calls will be added to either the AE2 or AE7 services during those weeks to cover customer 
requirements, Maersk Line said.  This is not the first service change announced for the trade 
lane during the winter period.  In September, the G6 Alliance announced it would cancel a 
sailing of its Asia-Europe Loop 7 service leaving Qingdao in mid-November in line with the 
winter slow down.  
www.lloydslist.com  
 

SHIPPERS CALL FOR TRANSPARENCY ON LOW-SULPHUR SURCHARGES 
 
Shippers urgently need more information about the likely cost implications of low-sulphur fuel 
ahead of the implementation of Emission Control Areas (ECAs) from 1 January 2015 as they 
prepare to finalise freight budgets for next year, the Global Shippers’ Forum (GSF) said, calling 
for transparency from freight carriers and an acceleration in the information process.  
 
From January new legal requirements will come into force in North Europe (including the 
Baltic Sea, North Sea and English Channel) and North America (200 nautical miles from 
American and Canadian shores) that will lower the maximum allowed content of sulphur in 
fuel burned in the ECA’s to 0.1% sulphur from the current 1%.  
 
GSF Secretary General Chris Welsh said: “With one or two notable exceptions, few shipping 
lines have yet provided information to their customers on their low sulphur fuel strategies and 
the extra cost to be passed on to shippers via increased rates or bunker surcharges. With 
shippers under pressure to finalise freight budgets for 2015 this information is urgently 
required by customers.”  The GSF said it recognised that implementation of the new low-
sulphur fuel limits represents a challenge to the shipping industry. It noted that there are a 
range of options open to carriers: use of marine gas oil which meets the 0.15 sulphur content, 
use of alternative fuels such as LNG and methanol and the use of abatement technology such 
as scrubbers to dilute exhaust gas sulphur emissions to the 0.1% limit.  
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Welsh added: “The fact that there are a range of options for managing the new low-sulphur 
limits means that the impact on costs will be very different from one shipping line to another. 
For example, fuel costs for new-built vessels capable of using alternative fuels will be 
substantially different to a carrier using abatement equipment or higher grade marine gas oil.”  
 
GSF has stated that as the low-sulphur requirements are limited to specific geographical areas, 
and as there are various options for managing the new sulphur requirements, that shippers 
will require greater transparency from carriers in order to substantiate extra freight charges 
and bunker surcharges levied by shipping lines to recover additional costs.  
 
The GSF has developed a series of questions for shippers to use in their negotiations with 
carriers based on the approach by individual carriers in meeting the 0.1% lower sulphur limit. 
For example, for those applying retrofit scrubber technologies if additional freight charges or 
surcharges are levied how much of the cost (running costs and capital costs) are being passed 
on? And if capital costs are being applied upfront in the form of tariff increases or surcharges, 
at what point will the extra charges be withdrawn once capital cost have been recouped?  
 
Lloyd’s Lloyding List, full article is available HERE  
 

RAIL 
 

4TH
 RAIL PACKAGE: IF YOU SPLIT IT, YOU KILL IT 

 
This week, ERFA’s issued another Press Release outlining why the 4th Railway Package should 
be kept together. According to ERFA, reaching an agreement on the technical pillar, but not on 
the political pillar, takes Europe further in the direction of domination by the big players on 
the rail market.  ERFA argues that it breaks the spirit of the 4th Railway Package removing half 
set of access barriers but not the other half favouring the big players, while small players will 
be prevented from running quality services. ERFA highlights that it is only via the interaction of 
the changes in the technical and political pillar that customers and passengers can truly 
benefit from reduced costs and more attractive services. Attracting private investment is 
essential to the development of rail infrastructure. ERFA notes that the political pillar 
addresses the unattractive market barriers that deter private operators from investing in the 
sector. 
Source: ERFA NEWS, 21/10/2014 
 

ROAD  
 

FRANCE TO INTRODUCE VIGNETTE FOR FOREIGN TRUCKS  
 
Having earlier this month backed down on plans to introduce a transit tax on HGVs amid 
threats of disruptive protests from the country’s hauliers, the French government is now 
mulling alternative ways of generating revenue to fund transport infrastructure costs, 
including measures that could target foreign trucks. Interviewed on TV channel BFM TV 
recently, Ségolène Royal, Minister for Ecology, Sustainable Development and Energy, whose 
portfolio encompasses transport, said part of the shortfall in revenue would be compensated 
by a €0.04/litre increase in diesel fuel duty, effective 1st January 2015. This hike will now be 
levied on French hauliers, the sector having initially been granted exemption, she confirmed, 
underlining that with diesel prices being at low levels, its impact would hardly be felt. “This 

http://www.lloydsloadinglist.com/freight-directory/news/shippers-call-for-transparency-on-low-sulphur-surcharges/20018119374.htm?source=ezine&utm_source=Lloyd%27s+Loading+List+Daily+News+Bulletin&utm_campaign=2116503e52-Wed_30_July7_30_2014&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1a5c244239-2116503e52-257543605#.VEpRWmwcQ6s
http://www.erfarail.eu/
http://www.erfarail.eu/news_detail.asp?n=4th-Railway-Package---If-you-split-it,-you-kill-it&nid=280&type=
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leaves the problem of foreign trucks,” she said, highlighting the example of a HGV that fills its 
tank in Belgium, crosses the whole territory of France en route to Spain without having paid 
duty on diesel. “This is unfair.” She said the government was looking at the possibility of a 
vignette for foreign HGVs or obliging them to use the country’s toll motorways and prohibiting 
their passage on routes nationales, the French equivalent of A-roads, which are free, she 
added, indicating her preference for a “just and efficient system”. Royal made no mention of 
either the likely cost of the vignette or when it might be introduced. She went on to call for 
measures “to strengthen rail freight” and also made out a case for the creation of “Motorways 
of the Sea”.  
Lloyd’s Loading List, 21st October 2014 
 

GERMAN ROAD TOLL PLANS FURTHER WEAKENED  
 
Alexander Dobrindt, the German federal Transport Minister changed his road toll proposal on 
18th October to apply only to foreign motorists using Germany’s motorways. The original 
proposal also included tolls on provincial roads. Dobrindt was forced to water down his 
proposal following criticism from neighbouring countries and Germany’s border regions that 
road tolls would affect people crossing the border to work or would prevent consumers 
entering the country to shop. Dobrindt, a centre-right member of Bavaria’s Christian 
Democrats (CSU), a sister party of Chancellor Angela Merkel’s Christian Democrat Union 
(CDU), promised as part of his election campaign in 2013 to introduce taxes on foreign 
motorists and to reimburse locals. The annual 170 million car journeys by foreign drivers 
through Germany would lead to an income of €600m as a mandatory vignette costs about 
€150 a year. According to Dobrindt, “foreign drivers do not contribute to German 
infrastructure.” The revised plans are more likely to receive backing in the German parliament 
when they are presented at the end of this month, but the question remains whether they will 
also be approved by the European Commission. In her hearing before the European 
Parliament’s Transport and Tourism Committee on 20th October, Violeta Bulc, the 
Commissioner-designate for transport said she was in favour of a road toll system as the 
“polluter needs to pay”, but that such systems should not discriminate against other EU 
Member States.  
 
Dobrindt hopes the tolls will be in place in 2018 – two years later than initially planned – at the 
same time as an increase in road tolls for lorries comes into place. 
Source: European Voice, 23rd October 2014 
 

AIR   
 

STABLE AIR FREIGHT PRICING FORECAST FOR NEXT 12 MONTHS 
 
Airline heads of cargo expect pricing to the main broadly stable over the next 12 months, 
according to the latest AIRLINE BUSINESS CONFIDENCE INDEX from IATA. 
 
In the association’s quarterly survey, conducted during October, airline CFOs and heads of 
cargo reported that “cargo yields declined at a slightly slower pace” in the third quarter 
compared to earlier in the year, and cargo heads “anticipate stability in cargo yields over the 
next 12 months”, the survey said. 
 
Roughly two thirds (65.8%) of respondents said they expected “no change” in pricing over the 

http://www.iata.org/whatwedo/Documents/economics/BCS_October_14.pdf
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next year, with 18.4% predicting yields will decrease and 15.8% predicting that air freight 
prices will rise. 
 
Air cargo industry analyst WorldACD has reported that average global air freight prices 
increased slightly in August (+ 0.7%), the third consecutive month of year-on-year average 
yield rises in US dollar terms, as cargo volume growth outstripped capacity expansion by the 
world’s main airlines.  
 
In terms of demand, respondents in the IATA quarterly survey reported acceleration in growth 
of volumes over recent months compared to Q2, which IATA said was consistent with freight 
data and signs of improvement in business confidence, and world trade volumes. Among the 
respondents, 59% reported growth over the past three months, compared with 20.5% who 
reported no growth and another 20.5% who reported volumes declining in the third quarter. 
 
IATA said the outlook for cargo volumes “remains positive”, with 62% of respondents 
expecting an increase in demand over the next 12 months. That compares with 28% who 
expect volumes to remain unchanged and just 10% who expect volumes to drop over the 
coming year. 
Source: LLOYD’S LOADING LIST 
 

CUSTOMS  
 

EC PUBLISHES A REPORT ON VAT REVENUE IN MEMBER STATES 
 
On 23 October 2014, the European Commission has published a report showing the difference 
between the amount of VAT due and the amount actually collected in 26 Member States in 
2012. 
 
According to the outcomes of the study, an estimated €177 billion in VAT revenues was lost 
due to non-compliance or non-collection in 2012, equating to 16% of total expected VAT 
revenue of 26 Member States. In the meantime, VAT revenues grew by slightly over 2 percent, 
from Euro 904 billion in 2011 to Euro 922 billion in 2012 for the EU-26 as a whole. These 
differences can be explained by non-compliance to the rules, but also unpaid VAT resulting 
from bankruptcies and insolvencies, statistical errors, delayed payments and legal avoidance, 
etc. 
 
In 2012, the lowest VAT Gaps were recorded in the Netherlands (5% of expected revenues), 
Finland (5%) and Luxembourg (6%). The largest Gaps were in Romania (44% of expected VAT 
revenues), Slovakia (39%) and Lithuania (36%). Eleven Member States decreased their VAT 
Gap between 2011 and 2012, while 15 saw theirs increase. Greece showed the greatest 
improvement between 2011 (€9.1 billion) and 2012 (€6.6 billion), although it is still one of the 
Member States with a high VAT Gap (33%). 
 
The entire report is available here. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lloydsloadinglist.com/freight-directory/air/stable-air-freight-pricing-forecast-for-next-12-months/20018119334.htm#.VEox8_mSzh4
http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/resources/documents/common/publications/studies/vat_gap2012.pdf
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SURVEY ON THE ELECTRONIC CUSTOMS IMPLEMENTATION IN THE EU 
 
On 23 October 2014, the European Commission published the results of a survey aiming at 
evaluating the progress of the transition from a paper-based to an electronic customs system 
in 17 countries covered by the survey.  
 
This survey was carried out by TNS Political & Social network in 17 Member States of the 
European Union: Belgium, Bulgaria, Denmark, Germany, Estonia, Greece, Spain, France, Italy, 
Latvia, Lithuania, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Sweden and the United 
Kingdom, between 16 April and 9 May 2014. Respondents responsible for customs compliance 
or customs operations in 2803 companies who imported from or exported to countries 
outside the EU in 2013 were interviewed. 
 
The main outcomes show that: 

- Three-quarters of respondents say that the introduction of electronic customs had a 
positive impact on their company. Only 3% say the impact was negative.  

- Over a fifth of respondents say that the transition from paper to electronic customs 
procedures has required investments for training staff (23%) and IT (21%).  

- A majority of companies dealing with customs procedures internally use a single IT 
interface when handling customs procedures.  

- Nearly half the respondents face difficulties in predicting the length of the customs 
clearance process, either often or from time to time.  

- A fifth experience problems working with an IT interface that is not easy to use.  
- Only three in ten respondents whose companies do not outsource customs 

procedures say that customs costs and time delays influence their decision to choose 
certain points of entry or exit. 

- Nearly half of companies that outsource customs procedures do so because their staff 
does not have the required expertise to comply with the procedures.  

- Nearly all companies that outsource use a company in the same Member State, 
though 10% use an outsourcing company in the Member State that is their main point 
of entry/exit.  

- A majority of respondents agree that the transition to an electronic system simplified 
customs procedures, but only 8% say it helped their company to lower the cost of its 
products. 

 
The entire report is available here. 

 
GENERAL 

 

DG MOVE SEMINAR ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF TEN-T CORRIDORS 
 
CLECAT attended a seminar on the development of TEN-T core network corridors, organised 
by DG MOVE in Brussels the 21st of October. 
 
During the seminar, the implementation of the core network corridors as well as the approach 
taken by the Coordinators to prepare the corridor work plans were discussed. 10 of the 11 
European Coordinators were present, together with Olivier Onidi – Director at DG MOVE – and 
Désirée Oen - Deputy Head of Commissioner Kallas’ Cabinet. Many European associations 
involved in transport and freight issues were also represented. 

http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/flash/fl_399_en.pdf
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The Coordinators and the Commission explained that the drafting of the work plans was at the 
early stage. The Coordinators were keen to listen to the opinions and ideas of the European 
associations in order to define the priorities and the relevant content of the plans. They said 
that first drafts of the plans would be put online in the beginning of November and urged the 
stakeholders to send their comments to ensure a coherent approach. 
 
The participants underlined that the main priority for the Commission should be to think 
global. They insisted on the need for interoperability between the national networks and 
between the different modes of transports, presenting the TEN-T as an important opportunity 
to develop multimodality. In this context, the development of intelligent systems such as 
ERTMS or RIS would also be crucial. 
 
The Coordinators and the Commission claimed that they were ready to focus on 
interoperability but the main task would be first to convince Member States on the necessity 
to eliminate bottlenecks and develop connectivity. For this purpose they urged the 
stakeholders to lead national campaigns aiming at putting these issues as top priorities for the 
EU governments and allowing a switch from national perspectives to European ones. 
 
The first drafts of the work plans are expected beginning of November and their final version 
before the end of the year. 
 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 
CLECAT MEETINGS  
 

 5 November (morning) 
Road Institute  

 5 November  (afternoon) , Brussels  
Rail Institute  

 6 November  (morning) , Brussels 
  
FREIGHT FORWARDERS FORUM  

 6 November, WCO, Brussels 
Board and General Assembly  

 7 November, WCO, Brussels 
Customs Institute  

 21 November, Brussels  
 

OTHER MEETINGS/EVENTS with CLECAT PARTICIPATION  

 4 November, Dortmund, Germany 
iCargo General Assembly 

 5-7 November, Dortmund, Germany 
European Conference on ICT for Transport Logistics 

 11-13 November, Rotterdam, Netherlands 
Intermodal Europe 2014 Conference and Exhibition 

 27-28 November, Brussels, Belgium 
DG MOVE Rail Freight Days Conference 
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 4-5 December, Brussels, Belgium 
Intermodal Transport Conference and UIRR Extraordinary GA 

 
European Parliament  
 
Transport and Tourism Committee Meeting 

 3-4 November  
Work in progress (Latest update: 11/09/2014) 

 20 November 
 
Council    
 
Transport Council 

 3 December (provisional) 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201409/20140911ATT88947/20140911ATT88947EN.pdf

