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NEWS FROM BRUSSELS  
  
ENVISIONING THE FUTURE OF LOGISTICS: CHALLENGES & SOLUTIONS EXPLORED 
 

CLECAT’s annual Freight Forwarders Forum addressing ‘the 
Future of Logistics; challenges and solutions explored’ will 
take place at the World Customs Organisation on the 6th 
November.   The Forum will include key note speeches from 
policy makers in the EC and EP and two round table 
discussions.  REGISTRATION is open.  

 

  
ELP CAMPAIGNS FOR INTERPARLIAMENTARY GROUP ON LOGISTICS 
 

 
CLECAT, as the supporting secretariat for the ELP, is 
campaigning for the establishment of an inter- 
parliamentary group on logistics to effectively inform and 
advise Members of Parliament on current developments and 
regulatory needs in logistics and the supply chain.  
 

 
A number of MEPs including Philip Bradbourn MEP, Wim van de Camp MEP, Michael Cramer 
MEP, Ismail Ertug MEP, Markus Ferber MEP, Dieter-Lebrecht Koch MEP, Boguslaw Liberadzki 
MEP, Gesine Meissner MEP, Andreas Schwab MEP, Ramon Tremosa i Balcells MEP and Axel 
Voss MEP have already confirmed their support for the intergroup.  
 
The ELP was established almost two years ago with the purpose of working together with 
European policy-makers to raise awareness of the unique role that logistics plays in helping 
Europe meet its industrial and environmental objectives.  
 
The next ELP lunch event will take place mid October in the EP hosted by MEP van de Camp.  
 

NEW EUROPEAN COMMISSION TAKES SHAPE 
 
All 28 EU Member States have now named their candidates for the new European 
Commission, which will take office in November. The incoming President of the Commission, 
Jean-Claude Juncker, has been interviewing the nominees this week with a view to allocating 
portfolios in the days ahead. A leaked draft organigram has been circulating in Brussels, setting 

http://www.clecat.org/component/rsform/form/9-fff-2014-registration.html
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out which Commissioner receives which portfolio. One new innovation is the allocation of 
thematic roles to the Commission Vice-Presidents, with several Commissioners and 
Directorates-General coming under the remit of each. The list remains only a draft at this 
stage, so many changes are possible in the next week. 
 
Transport 
The leaked draft organigram suggests that the Czech nominee, Vera Jourova, will receive the 
transport portfolio. Ms Jourova is currently the Czech Minister for Regional Development, 
hailing from the liberal centre-right ANO 2011 party, part of the ALDE group in the European 
Parliament. This would mean a second successive liberal Transport Commissioner, after Siim 
Kallas, meaning a potential continuity of Kallas’ liberalising vision for the EU transport market.  
 
Competition 
According to the latest information, the French nominee Pierre Moscovici will be allocated the 
Competition portfolio. Mr Moscovici served as French Finance Minister from 2012 to this year, 
and was Europe minister from 1997-2002, and was previously a Member of the European 
Parliament. France has consistently pushed for Mr Moscovici to receive a weighty economic 
position in the Commission. 
 
Customs and Taxation 
The leaked draft organigram indicates that Customs and Taxation will represent two different 
portfolios in the new Commission (the current Commissioner, Algirdas Semeta, is in charge of 
both). 
 
Kristalina Georgieva, the current Bulgarian commissioner responsible for humanitarian aid, 
would get the portfolio of Taxation and Fight against Fraud even if originally she was poised to 
become Budget Commissioner. Mrs Georgieva, affiliated on the European level with the 
European People's Party (EPP), previously served in a number of positions in the World Bank, 
eventually rising to become its Vice President and Corporate Secretary in March 2008. 
 
The Hungarian candidate, Tibor Navracsics, should be appointed as Customs Commissioner. 
Also affiliated to the EPP, Mr Navracsics, lawyer by training, is currently Minister of foreign 
affairs of Hungary in Prime Minister Viktor Orban’s government. Previously, he was a member 
of Mr Orban’s Cabinet, in charge of communication and press, and was elected in 2006 as a 
Member of Hungarian Parliament. 
 

TRAN COMMITTEE DISCUSSIONS ON ITALIAN PRIORITIES  
 
The European Parliament’s Transport and Tourism (TRAN) Committee held its first meeting 
after the summer recess on 2nd September, in the presence of Italian Minister for Tourism 
Dario Franceschini. The meeting was opened by the new Chair, Michael Cramer (Greens/EFA, 
DE) with a minute’s silence for the victims of the crashed Malaysia Airlines flight MH17. During 
the 22nd July meeting, Italian Infrastructure and Transport Minister Maurizio Lupi was present 
and told MEPs that transport and transport infrastructure are vital to the Italian Presidency’s 
key priorities of growth and employment. The Presidency aims to start negotiations with 
Parliament on the 4th Railway Package “technical pillar” files and will press for progress in the 
Council on the “political pillar” too, he said. The Single European Sky (SES) proposals will have 
a big impact on the sector’s industrial landscape and the Presidency will encourage discussion 
on the SES2+ package, he said.  
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The Presidency also aims to complete negotiations with Parliament on the Weights and 
Dimensions of trucks dossier, and will pursue work on cross-border enforcement rules, he 
added. MEPs asked Mr. Lupi to clarify the timeline for progress with the railway package, 
stressing that negotiations on the “technical pillar” negotiations should start as soon as 
possible. They also inquired how progress could be achieved on the port services proposals, 
road safety, the airports package files, the e-call proposal and how transport policy could be 
placed at the heart of efforts to combat climate change.  
 

ROAD 
 

COURT OF JUSTICE OF EU - ITALIAN MINIMUM COSTS FOR ROAD TRANSPORT 
 
On the 4th September the Judgment of the Court of Justice of the EU has been published on 
the Italian legislation that provides minimum costs on road transport.   
 
The Court observes that the fixing of minimum operating costs prevents undertakings from 
setting tariffs lower than those costs. Thus, by limiting market operators’ freedom to 
determine the price of haulage services, the Italian legislation is capable of restricting 
competition in the internal market.  The Court also finds that the fixing of minimum costs is 
not appropriate, either directly or indirectly, for ensuring the attainment of the legitimate 
objective invoked in the present case by Italy (namely the maintenance of road safety) in order 
to justify the restriction of competition.  
 
Fedespedi and CLECAT welcome the judgment of the Court that gives a positive answer to the 
legal action promoted in December 2012 against this law. 
 
Fedespedi hopes that the Judgment will bring a full change of the Italian legislation on the 
issue, even if the pronouncement concerns specific public acts, considering that the 
argumentations are of a general nature. 
 
The Press Release from the Court of Justice is available HERE.  
 

FRENCH ECOTAXE WILL BE TRIED AND TESTED FIRST  
 
On 4 September, Ségolene Royal, French Minister Ecology, Sustainable Development and 
Energy, announced that the new ecotaxe, entering into force on the 1st January 2015, could be 
amended quickly when it appears not effective.  Mrs Royal’s statement came after the 
publication of a press release co-signed by TLF, FNTR and various other organisations 
expressing their opposition to the ecotaxe. They denounced the incompatibility of the new tax 
with the current crisis, geographical discrimination and the unrealistic timeframe for 
implementation.  
 

MARITIME 
 

MAERSK AND MSC FILE 2M VESSEL-SHARING PROPOSAL WITH THE FMC 
  
Maersk and Mediterranean Shipping Co should know by October 11 whether their 
collaboration will be allowed to go ahead in the US trades after filing with the Federal 
Maritime Commission Wednesday afternoon local time.  

http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2014-09/cp140118en.pdf
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The FMC now has 45 days in which to review the Maersk/MSC vessel-sharing agreement, 
popularly known as 2M, although the clock can be stopped if commissioners or FMC staff want 
additional information.  This happened in the case of the now defunct P3 agreement, which 
was eventually cleared by the FMC before being overruled by China.  The new agreement is a 
standard VSA, unlike the more ambitious and tightknit P3, and with a smaller market share 
without the inclusion of French line CMA CGM. Maersk and MSC hope to begin joint 
operations in the east-west trades early next year.  
 
The US, where ocean carriers are subject to the requirements of the Shipping Act of 1984 
administered by the FMC, is the only jurisdiction in which 2M needs to receive explicit 
approval, Maersk and MSC say.  The European Commission and China’s Ministry of Transport 
will be notified, but do not have to give official clearance before the VSA can begin.  
 
The document submitted to the FMC, signed by Maersk’s Vincent Clerc and MSC’s Diego 
Aponte, covers the trades between ports in the northern Europe-Gibraltar range, plus the 
Mediterranean, to the US Atlantic, Gulf and Pacific coasts, along with ports in Mexico, Canada, 
Panama, the Bahamas, and Asia to the US.  Although 2M will also cover the Asia-Europe 
trades, these do not form part of the FMC filing since they are not subject to FMC 
requirements.  
 
The agreement is due to last for at least 10 years, with a two-year notice period.  
 
First published on WWW.LLOYDSLIST.CO 
 

EPCSA BECOMES IPCSA 
 
EPCSA, the European Port Community Systems Association has become IPCS, the International 
Port Community System.  EPSCA was founded in June 2011 by six founding members, all 
European-based Port Community System operators. The association and its members play a 
vital role in global trade facilitation; the electronic communications platforms provided by Port 
Community Systems ensure smooth transport and logistics operations at hundreds of sea 
ports, airports and inland ports. 
 
Today, EPCSA – now IPCSA – has 21 members, including 18 from within the EU and one each 
from Ukraine, Israel and Australia. In addition, many of its European members operate in ports 
outside Europe, including Indonesia and Morocco as just two examples. “Our membership 
today operates in ports handling in excess of 90 million containers and 2.5 billion tonnes of 
cargo a year – statistics that show the growing importance and influence of Port Community 
Systems in supporting effective trade facilitation,” said Richard Morton, secretary general of 
IPCSA. “We have expanded to the point of having a strong global presence. The executive 
committee felt that, based on the increasing interest from international areas outside Europe, 
it was time to change our name from ‘European’ to ‘International’, to ensure we represent all 
of our members’ needs.”  He added: “IPCSA will still remain close to its roots. Port Community 
Systems were, to a large extent, conceived and developed in Europe. IPCSA will continue to 
maintain a significant focus on European Union policy, always remembering that European 
policy has a wider geographical influence.  
 
Information and news about the International Port Community Systems Association can be 
found at WWW.IPCSA.INTERNATIONAL  

http://www.lloydslist.co/
http://www.ipcsa.international/
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PORT COSTS ‘MAKE SHORT-SEA SHIPPING UNVIABLE’ 
 
LD Lines MD Christophe Santoni says that one of the first conditions in making ’Motorways of 
the Sea’ (MoS) service more competitive and facilitate their expansion is to reduce the “heavy 
cost” of port charges on short-sea shipping.  He was speaking following the confirmation at the 
end of the last week that the ro-ro company was mulling the closure later this month of its 
three-times weekly MoS service between Nantes-Saint-Nazaire, in France and Gijon, in Spain, 
due to the end of state and EU funding.  
 
“Port charges as a whole - pilotage, mooring, stevedoring, etc. represent about 30% of the 
total costs. If ports are interested in attracting MoS they must contribute to making short-sea 
shipping less expensive through the provision of special rates.”  The likely demise of LD Lines’ 
MoS service has raised the issue of whether this kind of ‘environmentally friendly’ freight 
solution can ever be economically viable without public subsidies, faced with the competitive 
edge enjoyed by road haulage.  The French and Spanish governments have invested €15 
million apiece into the Nantes St Nazaire-Gijon MoS since its launch in September 2010 with 
the service also receiving a further €4 million through the EU’s Marco Polo programme. 
Without this financial cushion the MoS would have posted annual net operating losses of €6 
million. The closure of the service from mid-September is a possibility but as yet is not official, 
Santoni said. “With the two governments, we continue to look for solutions and a business 
plan that would enable us to maintain the service without recourse to public money or with 
less of it.”  
 
He said experience over the past four years had shown that the Nantes-Saint-Nazaire-Gijon 
MoS is appreciated by customers with high load factors - a total of around 100,000 trucks have 
been taken off the roads. But hauliers agree to take the ship based on the sole condition that 
it is no more expensive than road transport, he added.  
 
Lloyds' Lloyding List | 1 September 2014 
 

RAIL 
 

PROGRESS ON 4TH
 RAILWAY PACKAGE   

 
On 5th June the Council of Ministers reached political agreements on the three proposals of 
the Technical Pillar of the Fourth Railway Package: interoperability and safety directives and a 
new set of rules for the European Railway Agency. 

CLECAT welcomes the new role of the European Railway Agency as it will contribute to lower 
costs and thus more attractive rail transport services. In particular as it will enable new 
operators to access the market and promote competition.  However, were we now need 
progress is on the governance side.  

From discussions with stakeholders in Brussels, and statements from the Italian Presidency, it 
is expected that progress will be made on governance. The Italian Presidency is taking a 
neutral stance and willing to open up discussions at all levels on the issues at stake.  

On the governance level, CLECAT wants to ensure that (national) infrastructure managers co-
operate more, and that co-operation agreements are equally accessible to all railway 
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undertakings.  The agreements must be transparent and be subject to strong regulatory 
oversight to ensure they do not distort the market. Equally important is to ensure full financial 
transparency, specifically with regard to financial flows between infrastructure managers and 
rail undertakings that are part of the same (state) holding.  

UIIR OUTLINES ITS PRIORITIES  

UIRR, the road-rail Combined Transport operators and transhipment terminal managers have 
formulated their expectations of European Transport policymakers on the occasion of this 
year's European elections, the formation of the European Parliament's Transport Committee, 
as well as ahead of the nomination of the new European Commission. The UIRR notes that in 
order to achieve measurable progress in these topics, the following actions are recommended 
for the 2014-2019 legislative period: 

o Enact the amendment of the Directive 96/53/EC regarding weights and dimensions as 
adopted in first reading in April 2014 

o Conclude the Fourth Railway Package Technical and Governance Pillars as proposed by the 
European Commission 

o Adopt the revision of the European Excise Duty Directive (2003/96/EC) as proposed by the 
Commission (COM/2011/169) 

o Recast the Combined Transport Directive (92/106/EC) to become an effective temporary 
mitigation and promotion tool 

o Recast the Eurovignette Directive (1999/62 modified twice by 2006/38 and 2011/76) into 
the eToll Directive 

o Consistently monitor the progress of implementation of adopted laws through 
consideration of the Commission's Reports 

o Duly consider the potential that intermodality and Combined Transport can deliver 
towards achieving European transport policy aims during the mid-term review of the 
Commission's Transport White Paper and the formulation of the new Freight Logistics 
Action Plan.  
 

AVIATION  
 

UK FORWARDERS OBJECT TO AIRLINE SURCHARGE 
 
The trade association for UK freight forwarders and logistics service providers is encouraging 
its members to object to a Paper Air Waybill (AWB) Surcharge that airlines are planning for 
export AWBs that are not filed electronically. BIFA, the British International Freight 
Association’s Director General, Robert Keen, commented: “BIFA supports e-Commerce and e-
Air Waybill implementation in the air cargo supply chain. 
 
“However, we believe that implementation should create value for forwarders and airlines 
alike, and airlines need to recognise the costs that the originator of the information incurs to 
enter and transmit data. “Through our international body FIATA, BIFA will be voicing our 
objection to carriers that seek to apply yet another surcharge, and create yet another revenue 
stream, under the guise of supporting IATA’s – the airline industry body’s - e-Freight initiative, 
which aims to implement e-Freight worldwide.” 

 
 



7 
 

 

IATA: JULY AIR FREIGHT MARKETS RISE STRONGLY 

IATA released data for global air freight markets showing a strong increase in air cargo in July. 
Compared to July 2013, freight tonne kilometers (FTKs) rose 5.8%. This is an acceleration in 
growth from June when cargo demand grew at less than half that rate (2.4%). 

The strong growth mirrors positive developments in some key regional economies. After a 
slowdown at the start of the year, global business confidence and trade are showing signs of 
improvement again, especially in Asia-Pacific. Global air cargo volumes have now surpassed 
their previous July peak, in 2010, and look set to continue to increase. European air freight, 
however, grew just 1.8%. This reflects the effects of the Russia-Ukraine crisis (including the 
impact of mounting economic sanctions), which is adding to economic weakness in the 
Eurozone. 

"Overall, July saw growth accelerate. That’s good news and it reflects the continued 
strengthening of business confidence at a global level. But the air cargo industry is moving at 
two speeds with a sharp divide in regional performance. European carriers reported anemic 
growth of just 1.8% while all other regions reported solid gains of 5% or more on the previous 
year. In particular, the 7.1% growth reported by airlines in Asia-Pacific is encouraging as it 
demonstrates a recovery in trade and a positive response to China’s economic stimulus 
measures," said Tony Tyler, IATA’s Director General and CEO.   

View July Air Freight Results (pdf)  

AIR FRANCE-KLM TO FURTHER REDUCE FREIGHTER FLEET 

Air France-KLM Group has announced a further reduction in its freighter fleet in response to a 
slower-than-expected recovery in demand.  Having already decided last autumn to reduce its 
all-cargo fleet to two aircraft in Paris and eight in Amsterdam by 2015, it now plans to cut the 
number of Schiphol-based freighters to three by the end of 2016.  Following a meeting 
yesterday in which the Air France-KLM Board of Directors examined the findings of the 
strategic review of its full-freighter operations that was launched earlier this year, the group 
said: “Facing a slower than expected recovery in demand, the Board of Directors has decided 
to reduce the full-freighter fleet based in Amsterdam to three aircraft in operation by the end 
of 2016. Five MD-11s will be phased out on an accelerated basis during 2015 and 2016.”  

For the full story see HERE 

GENERAL 

CLECAT WELCOMES AIDAN FLANAGAN TO ITS TEAM  
 

CLECAT this week welcomes Aidan Flanagan as a Policy Adviser. Aidan will 
be responsible for air, security and maritime transport issues within the 
CLECAT secretariat. He previously spent five years working in consultancy 
with Hill+Knowlton Strategies, where he worked for a range of transport 
clients, including notably advising and representing TIACA in EU affairs. 
This included dealing with numerous dossiers also of interest to CLECAT, 

http://cl.s6.exct.net/?qs=c7488975d160e5dd4c7ef0562629fc43ce043898eea907d9bf72d97aedc2ba12
http://www.lloydsloadinglist.com/freight-directory/news/air-france-klm-to-further-reduce-freighter-fleet/20018117054.htm?source=ezine&utm_source=Lloyd%27s+Loading+List+Daily+News+Bulletin&utm_campaign=76e77a0c9d-Wed_30_July7_30_2014&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1a5c244239-76e77a0c9d-257543605#.VAnRDmwcRjo
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including ACC3, the aviation ETS, PRECISE and market liberalisation issues. 
 
Aidan is a British national, and holds degrees in European Studies from the University of 
Durham and in International and European Politics from the University of Edinburgh. He may 
be reached at flanagan@clecat.org. 
 

REVISED SUPPLY CHAIN SECURITY STANDARDS 
 
TAPA has revised its supply chain security standards. The new 2014 versions of the 
Association’s Facility Security Requirements (FSR) and Trucking Security Requirements (TSR) 
are the result of a year-long review process involving TAPA members worldwide.  
 
TAPA released some recent figures on cargo crime for 2013. Cargo crime figures for the 
Europe, Middle East and Africa (EMEA) region for 2013 showed a 66% increase in the number 
of incidents reported to TAPA’s Incident Information Service (IIS), with an average loss figure 
for the 1,145 recorded crimes of €235,000.  The loss value of the 10 biggest cargo crimes in 
the region last year was over €55 million. In the first quarter of 2014, a total of 216 cargo 
crime incidents were reported in EMEA, including 32 separate thefts of goods each involving 
losses in excess of €100,000. The average loss figure for the 1 January-31 March period for all 
recorded incidents was over €210,000.  The biggest single crime in Q1 was the theft of €5-6 
million of smartphones in Paris close to the city’s Charles de Gaulle Airport.  
 
The August newsletter with figures on cargo theft and crime can be found HERE. 
 

K+N INTRODUCES ‘INDUSTRY-LEADING’ SEA FREIGHT CARBON CALCULATOR  
 
Kuehne+Nagel (K+N) has introduced what it claims is the freight forwarding industry’s most 
advanced environmental emissions calculator tool, providing “exact data” on sea freight and 
intermodal shipments. K+N said it had been “continuously enhancing its CO2 emission 
calculating capabilities and is the first to offer its customers exact data instead of estimations.”  
 
The Global Seafreight Carbon Calculator (GSCC) allows calculations of CO2, SOx and NOx 
emissions for container and LCL movements from door to door. Built upon the European 
Standard EN 16258, the GSCC is a planning support tool that helps customers to calculate and 
model complex supply chains. The underlying methodology of the programme is based on the 
Clean Cargo Working Group standards for CO2 emissions, whereby an individual trade lane-
based CO2 footprint per gram/TEU/km can be obtained. Additionally the GSCC can feature 
detailed information about SOx emissions. K+N said the GSCC also provides real-time CO2 
emissions; a calculation model for strategic carbon footprint simulation; a high-level overview 
of CO2 emissions for sea and intermodal transport and carrier-based CO2 emissions reports. 
On request, Kuehne+Nagel can also provide customer-specific CO2 emission reports with its 
advanced Global Transport Carbon Calculator. This tool is designed to monitor carbon 
emissions from specific transport activities and the reports include actual ocean carrier 
emissions data provided by individual carriers. K+N said the data was fully integrated into the 
KN Login platform and allows scalable reports per trade lane, region, country, mode of 
transport and carrier. 
 
Source: Lloyd’s Loading List, 2nd September 2014 
 

mailto:flanagan@clecat.org
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/ada2d19262e10958ce7dc5e56/files/Vigilant_August_2014.pdf
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

CLECAT MEETINGS  
 
Customs Institute  

 12 September,  Brussels (working group meeting) 

 21 November, Brussels (provisional) 
Security Institute 

 22 October (morning), Genoa, Italy 
Air Freight Institute 

 22 October (afternoon) , Genoa, Italy 
Maritime Institute  

 23 October (morning) , Genoa, Italy 
NEW Sustainable Logistics Working Group  

 5 November (morning) 
Road Institute  

 5 November  (afternoon) , Brussels  
Rail Institute  

 6 November  (morning) , Brussels  
FREIGHT FORWARDERS FORUM  

 6 November, WCO, Brussels 
Board and General Assembly  

 7 November, WCO, Brussels 
 
Other meetings with CLECAT participation  
11th September  

 SAGMAS meeting Brussels  
12th September  

 GLEC meeting – multimodal transport Amsterdam 
16th September  

 Land Transport Security Expert Group  
16th September  

 PRECISE meeting at K&N office Mainz 
17-19 September  

 FIATA rail and road working group meetings in Bratislava 
23 September  

 European Transport Forum, Brussels  
24 September  

 SAGAS meetings 
 

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT  
 
Transport and Tourism Committee Meeting 

 3-4 September 

 29-30 September 
 
TRANSPORT COUNCIL  

 8 October (provisional)  

 3 December (provisional) 


