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NEWS FROM BRUSSELS  
 

ENVISIONING THE FUTURE OF LOGISTICS: CHALLENGES & SOLUTIONS EXPLORED 
 

CLECAT’s Annual Freight Forwarders Forum addressing ‘the 
Future of Logistics; challenges and solutions explored’ will 
take place at the World Customs Organisation on the 6th 
November.   The Forum will include key note speeches from 
policy makers in the EC and EP and two round table 
discussions.   

 
Topics to be addressed in the first round table will include the challenges that users and 
operators face through partnerships within the supply chain, as well as looking at some of the 
developments within the industry. “There is a lot of innovation in this industry, which will be 
discussed, such as the development of intelligent cargo to improve efficiency and 
sustainability and the management of complex supply chains through intelligent IT systems” 
explains Nicolette van der Jagt.  “This makes that the role of freight forwarders is changing 
into data and compliance integrators.  New technologies and big data will clearly affect 
operations in the future. But new regulation and standardisation will equally impact on 
business and CLECAT continues to make sure that facilitation remains high on the agenda’ 
 
The second panel will debate digitalisation and supply chain visibility to improve efficiencies in 
the supply chain.  Today, the complexity of supply chain translates into information 
deficiencies and gaps where data is not managed effectively.  Seamless electronic processes 
between customs and business will in the future seek to facilitate trade.  
 
REGISTRATION is open and the programme will be published as soon as the confirmation from 
the two key note speakers from the Commission and industry are confirmed.   
 

ROAD 
 
NEW ROAD CHARGE SCHEME IN GERMANY  
 
In early July 2014 German Transport Minister Alexander Dobrindt announced a new roadway 
toll scheme that would make Germany one of the last European nations to charge motorists a 
special fee to use its high-speed autobahns (Newsletter 32 refers).  The new levy will start in 
2016 and apply to all roadways in Germany, not just the country’s famous autobahn network. 
Because German motorists are to be compensated through a vehicle registration tax rebate, 
the proposed German system may violate EU law.  

http://www.clecat.org/component/rsform/form/9-fff-2014-registration.html
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Apart from this new toll to all road users the existing road charging regulation (Maut) has been 
revised. The new regulation will be applicable as of January 2015 with the following changes: 

 It includes HDV's starting with12 t gross vehicle weight.  
 There will be a new, cheaper category for Euro-VI HDV's.  
 Road charges should be the same level for motorways and federal roads.  

 

TRANSPORT MARKET MONITOR  
 
Transport Market Monitor by TRANSPOREON and Capgemini Consulting, a quarterly 
publication, which aims to track transport market dynamic outlined recently developments in 
European road transport rates and includes the figures of the second quarter of 2014.  

o The price index increased by 9.3% in Q2 2014 (index 100.0), compared to the price 
index in Q1 (index 91.5).  

o When comparing to the index level of the previous year (index 100.6), Q2 2013, we 
see that the price index is 0.6% lower.  

o In Q2 2014, the diesel index increased to an index 101.5 (+0.5%).  
o The transport price index has on average been moving in the range of 100 and 102 

(excluding the seasonal dip in the first quarter of the year) since 2010.  
o The capacity index decreased strongly from index 114.4 in Q1 2014 to index 78.9 (-

31.1%) in Q2.  
o For the rest of the year a moderate increase of the transport price index is expected.  

 

RAIL 
 

CEFIC RELEASES REPORT ON INTERMODAL TRANSPORT NETWORK DEVELOPMENT  
  
CEFIC has released this month its report on Intermodal Transport Network Development. The 
24-page report identifies the regulatory and operational obstacles towards shifting more 
tonnage from road to intermodal. The report contains the results of a survey undertaken to 
identify the main chemical intermodal transport corridors and volumes as well as the 
bottlenecks and barriers. Recommendations presented in the report outline measures that 
should be taken by the different stakeholders to allow a further increase in the share of 
intermodal transport.  
 
The report is available HERE.  
 

EU ALLOCATES €50M TO TEN-T RAIL PROJECTS  
 
AS part of continuing efforts to improve Europe's transport infrastructure through the Trans-

European Network (TEN-T) programme, the European Union has allocated €320m to support 

106 projects, including €50.25m to fund 50% of the cost of 18 rail project studies. The bulk of 

the cash for rail is for ERTMS schemes, with 10 projects receiving €37.6m in total. Slovenia 

secured the largest allocation, €19.9m towards its project to introduce ERTMS on corridor D 
from Pivka to Murska Sobota and Divaca Koper. Programmes to retrofit locomotives and 
coaches used in Belgium and Luxembourg were other major beneficiaries, while Banedanmark 

secured €6.9m towards its test programme for ETCS Baseline 3. Elsewhere Denmark's Road 

Directorate secured €15m towards studies of a 3.9km road-rail bridge that will replace the 

http://www.cefic.org/Documents/IndustrySupport/Transport-and-Logistics/Intermodal-Transport-Report-June%202014.pdf
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existing single-track Storstrom bridge on the line to the new Fehman Belt fixed link. Austria's 

Federal Ministry for Transport Innovation and Technology secured just under €4m for an 
environmental impact assessment of the proposed second double-track section between Linz 

and Wels and €2.2m for a similar study on the Salzburg – Steindorf/Straswalchen line. The 

Czech Republic's ministry of transport has received €629,000 towards planning of a high-speed 

line between Prague and Dresden, while Finland's Ministry for Transport will receive €2.5m 
towards studies for the track-doubling project between Helsinki and Riihimaki. Other 
allocations include: 
 

• €1.2m towards a new centralised traffic control centre for Dublin 

• €5.5m towards the removal of a bottleneck at the Calandbridge in the port of Rotterdam 

• €2.9m towards studies to connect Crossrail with the West Coast Main Line in Britain 
3.5m for improving intermodal links at the Belfast intermodal terminal, and 

• €1.8m for studies to enhance capacity at Milan Lambrate from 700 to 800 trains per day. 
 
The Innovation and Networks Executive Agency will work with the project beneficiaries to 
monitor the projects under the auspices of the Directorate General for Mobility and Transport 
of the European Commission. 
 

MARITIME  
 

RUSSIA’S SANCTIONS FORCE BOX LINES TO SEND BACK CARGO 
 
Maersk Line has warned customers it will need to return a “significant amount of cargo” to 
customers unprepared for Russian sanctions, while other carriers have also issued guidance.  
Maersk said sanctions issued by Russia against the US, Canada, the European Union, Australia 
and Norway were having a direct impact on trade as they are focused on fruit, vegetables, milk 
products and meat.  It said customers were unprepared for the sanctions, as they came into 
effect immediately and, as a result, a significant amount of cargo already at sea now needs to 
be returned. “Maersk Line is working with the origin offices to find the best and most cost-
efficient way to send back the goods,” it said.  
 
“Going forward, all bookings containing the specific agricultural products implicated by these 
sanctions with destination to Russia shall be rejected.”  Maersk said if cargo was rejected by 
the consignee, it would be re-exported back to origin, with all charges on shippers’ account.  If 
cargo was rejected by authorities, it would be re-exported back to origin and all charges are 
again on shippers’ account.  
 
CMA CGM told Containerisation International it had taken the same measures as Maersk Line 
and added that, with customer agreement, some cargo had been sent back to the point of 
loading.  
 
Hapag-Lloyd has also issued guidance. It said as a consequence of the ban, it saw no other 
alternative but to stop the acceptance of the affected commodities. “Containers that have 
already been loaded on our vessels towards Russia and which fall in the definition scope of 
this ban, will be returned to/discharged at the respective transhipment port, awaiting 
[customer] instructions. “Affected containers that have already been returned full to the 
respective loading terminal shall not be loaded to the scheduled vessel but remain at the 
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terminal awaiting further instruction.”  Hapag-Lloyd said if any of these scenarios were to take 
place, it would be at the cost of the shipper or consignee.  
 
Russia announced a one-year embargo on August 7 in retaliation for Western economic 
sanctions sparked by the crisis in Ukraine.  European Commission statistics show that in 2013, 
the 28 countries that made up the European Union exported agricultural products to the value 
of €11.9bn ($15.8bn) to the Russian Federation, its second-largest export destination for 
agricultural products.  
Source: Lloyd's Loading List, 22 August 2014 
 
The issue of restrictive measures is explained in the following page of the EU Council website: 
HTTP://WWW.EUROPEAN-COUNCIL.EUROPA.EU/HOME-PAGE/HIGHLIGHTS/ADDITIONAL-RESTRICTIVE-
MEASURES-AGAINST-RUSSIA?LANG=EN 
 
The following link has also up-to-date information on doing business in Russia and Ukraine: 
HTTPS://WWW.GOV.UK/GOVERNMENT/NEWS/DOING-BUSINESS-IN-RUSSIA-AND-UKRAINE-SANCTIONS-LATEST 
 

AVIATION 
 

RUSSIA TO GIVE MIRROR RESPONSE TO EU CARGO TRAFFIC RESTRICTIONS  
 
Russia's Transport Ministry says it plans to develop and adopt a regulatory legal act similar to 
EU Regulations 185/2010 regarding cargo and postal delivery from the EU member-states to 
Russia. Russian aviation authorities intend to develop and introduce new rules for freight and 
postal air delivery from the EU states to Russia similar to unilateral sanctions the EU had 
imposed on several Russian air companies, Russia's Transport Ministry said in a letter.  
 
We plan to develop and adopt a regulatory legal act similar to EU Regulations 185/2010 
regarding cargo and postal delivery from the EU member-states to Russia. To resolve this 
problem, we plan to propose to the EU to conclude an agreement on recognizing adequate air 
security measures applied in Russia and the EU states, Russia¹s Air Transport Agency said in a 
document posted on the agency¹s website.  
 
In early July, several Russian air companies received notifications from aviation authorities of 
several European countries that these companies are banned from delivering cargoes to EU 
states over the lack of ACC3 status. In this regard, the Transport Ministry has sent letters to 
aviation authorities in Germany, Italy, Spain, France and Sweden that it is impermissible to 
impose unilateral sanctions, possible introduction of retaliatory measures to protect interests 
of Russian air carriers and proposed to have talks to settle the issue as quickly as possible". 
Source HTTP://EN.ITAR-TASS.COM/ECONOMY AUGUST 14, 2014 

 
CUSTOMS   

 
REGULATION (EU) NO 889/2014 PUBLISHED ON ALIGNMENT RA/KC 

Regulation (EU) No 889/2014 has been published on 15 August 2014. This Regulation lays 
down requirements in the field of the alignment of the Regulated Agent/Known Consignor 
programme and Authorised Economic Operator programme from the Customs perspective.  

http://www.european-council.europa.eu/home-page/highlights/additional-restrictive-measures-against-russia?lang=en
http://www.european-council.europa.eu/home-page/highlights/additional-restrictive-measures-against-russia?lang=en
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/doing-business-in-russia-and-ukraine-sanctions-latest
http://en.itar-tass.com/economy%20August%2014
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The requirements from the aviation security perspective were already adopted through 
Regulation (EU) No 687/2014 of 20 June 2014.  
 
The Regulation will enter into force the twentieth day following its publication in the OJEU, i.e. 
the 4th of September 2014. 
 
The Regulation 889/2014 is available here. 
 

EU STRATEGY AND ACTION PLAN FOR CUSTOMS RISK MANAGEMENT 
 
On the 21 August 2014, the European Commission adopted a Communication entitled ‘EU 
Strategy and Action Plan for customs risk management: Tackling risks, strengthening supply 
chain security and facilitating trade’ (COM/2014/527). The Communication is accompanied by 
a Strategy and an Action Plan which propose a set of actions aiming at reaching seven 
objectives in order to improve the EU customs risk management at the external border: 
 

- Improve data quality and filing arrangements; 
- Ensure availability of supply chain data, sharing of risk information and control results 

among customs authorities; 
- Implement the concept of ‘Assess in advance - control where required’; 
- Strengthen capacities for harmonised implementation of the Common Risk 

Management Framework (CRMF); 
- Promote interagency cooperation and information sharing between customs and 

other authorities at the MS and EU level; 
- Enhance further co-operation with trade through partnership with economic 

operators and logistic providers; 
- Tap the potential of international customs co-operation. 

 
In the context of this Strategy/Action Plan, the European Commission plans to ensure that the 
current EU frames, the future proposals and the international standards in development will 
be in line with the principles of the EU UCC regarding customs risk management. Some of the 
actions defined by the Commission could lead ‘where necessary’ to new EU legislation in the 
future. 
 
The Communication is available here. The Strategy and Action Plan are available here. The 
press release is available here. 

GENERAL  
 
 

VOLCANIC ERUPTION THREAT TO SUPPLY CHAIN RE-EMERGES 
 
The Icelandic Met Office has raised its aviation warning level near the Bardarbunga volcano to 
red after an eruption began overnight.  Scientists said a fissure eruption 1km (0.6 miles) long 
started in a lava field north of the Vatnajokull glacier. Civil protection officials said Icelandic Air 
Traffic Control had closed the airspace above the eruption up to a height of 5,000ft (1,500m). 
 
The volcano has been hit by several recent tremors. 
 
The announcements have revived memories of the 2010 Eyjafjallajokull volcanic eruption, 
which caused major disruptions to global supply chains after the ash cloud emitted from the 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2014.243.01.0039.01.ENG
http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/resources/documents/customs/customs_controls/risk_management/customs_eu/com_2014_527_en.PDF
http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/resources/documents/customs/customs_controls/risk_management/customs_eu/com_2014_527_annex_en.PDF
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-936_en.htm
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volcano resulted in the closure of large parts of European and North American airspace over a 
period of several weeks.  
 
Forwarding and logistics group Expeditors said it was monitoring the Bardarbunga situation 
closely and evaluating potential contingency plans “consistent with its business continuity plan 
including, but not limited to, alternative routings, capacity purchase options and multi-modal 
solutions for implementation should an eruption lead to flight disruptions impacting air cargo 
shipments”.  
 
The 2010 disruptions led a number of shippers to restructure their global supply chains in 
order to limit their exposure to potential future widespread aviation closures and the resulting 
disruptions to air cargo flows.  Since then, the aviation sector has also worked towards 
increasing its resilience to future ash cloud events, with the aim of still being able to maintain 
flight services, although it remains unclear the extent to which flights could be maintained in 
the event of a major volcanic ash cloud.  
Lloyd's Lloading List 20 August 2014 

 
UN HIGH-LEVEL ADVISORY GROUP ON SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT 
 
The United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon announced earlier this month the 
membership of a High-level Advisory Group on Sustainable Transport to provide 
recommendations on sustainable transport actionable at global, national, local and sector 
levels. 
 
The Advisory Group, established for a period of three years, will work with Governments, 
transport providers (aviation, marine, ferry, rail, road, and urban public transport), businesses, 
financial institutions, civil society and other stakeholders, to promote sustainable transport 
systems and their integration into development strategies and policies, including in climate 
action. 
 
This initiative represents one more step by the Secretary-General in advancing climate action 
and in implementing his Five-Year Action Agenda in which the Secretary-General pledged to 
forge consensus around a post-2015 sustainable development agenda and implement it.  As 
an integral part of this course of action, the Secretary-General has been mobilizing the United 
Nations system to support global, regional and national strategies to address the building 
blocks of sustainable development, including sustainable transport.  The establishment of the 
Advisory Group is also a concrete response to the call by stakeholders across a broad array of 
fields for a more strategic approach to transport- and infrastructure-related issues. 
 
The aim of the Advisory Group is to promote accelerated implementation of sustainable 
transport, aligned closely with the objectives of inclusive and equitable growth, social 
development, protection of the global environment and ecosystems, and addressing climate 
change. 
 
The Group will hold its first meeting in the fall of this year and is expected to submit a progress 
report to the Secretary-General in the second half of 2015.  In its work streams, the Group will 
be expected to address new development challenges in climate change, transport, 
infrastructure, and poverty eradication, while also drawing on intergovernmental guidance 
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from the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development, contributions of the United 
Nations system and inputs from major groups and other stakeholders. 
 
A LIST OF THE MEMBERS is available at the UN webpage on the topic.  
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

.CLECAT MEETINGS. 
 
Customs Institute  

 12 September,  Brussels (working group meeting) 

 21 November, Brussels (provisional) 
Security Institute 

 22 October (morning), Genoa, Italy 
Air Freight Institute 

 22 October (afternoon) , Genoa, Italy 
Maritime Institute  

 23 October (morning) , Genoa, Italy 
NEW Sustainable Logistics Working Group  

 5 November (morning) 
Road Institute  

 5 November  (afternoon) , Brussels  
Rail Institute  

 6 November  (morning) , Brussels  
FREIGHT FORWARDERS FORUM  

 6 November, WCO, Brussels 
Board and General Assembly  

 7 November, WCO, Brussels 
 

.EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT. 
 
Transport and Tourism Committee Meeting 

 3-4 September 

 29-30 September 

 6-7 October 
 

Plenary Session 

 15-18 September 

 8-9 October 

 20-23 October 
 

COUNCIL    
 
Transport Council 

 8 October (provisional)  

 3 December (provisional) 

http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2014/sga1493.doc.htm

