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TRIBUTE TO MARIO OLIVEIRA 
 
It is with deep regret that we announce the death of our friend and colleague Mario de Matos 
Oliveira, Director of our Portuguese Member Association CDO and vice-Chairman of the 
CLECAT Customs and Indirect Taxation Institute. Mario was also Secretary-General of the 
World Customs Brokers Organisation and Vice-Chairman of the European Organisation of 
Customs Brokers CONFIAD. Only recently he accepted the Chairmanship of the CEN Project 
Group on the development of a European standard of competence for customs 
representatives.  
 
We will always remember Mario as an extremely amiable, committed, competent and 
courageous person. Our hearts are with his family and friends in this time of sorrow. 

 
NEWS FROM BRUSSELS  

 
 
NEW EUROPEAN COMMISSION  
 
The European Council has nominated the EPP's supreme candidate Jean-Claude Juncker for 
Commission President. The European Parliament took a vote confirming his nomination this 
week. Member States will have until September to coordinate their nominees for 
Commissioners and the desired portfolios with the Commission President elect. Confirmation 
hearings and the parliamentary approval of the new College of Commissioners is expected to 
be completed by the end of October. 
 
 

MARITIME 
 

CHINA ‘MAY REJECT 2M ALLIANCE’  
 
China may still reject the planned 2M container-shipping co-operation between Maersk and 
MSC despite its reduced scale and ambitions compared with the blocked 3P alliance, according 
to an influential international maritime and competition lawyer.  
 
In an article in Lloyd’s List, secretary-general of the European Maritime Law Organisation 
August Braakman said the scale of the 2M alliance was still substantial and China’s decision 
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was likely to be based on national industrial policy issues and the protection of Cosco, rather 
than necessarily just concerns about its potential to limit competition and choice for 
customers.  
 
Mr Braakman, whose paper last year on the implications of the P3 Network is thought to have 
influenced Chinese regulators in their decision to prohibit the alliance, said the main 
consideration for that decision was that the alliance was not compliant with ‘social public 
interest’ and did not ‘promote a healthy development of the socialist market economy’ in 
China. He also observed that in the decision-making process around P3, the task of achieving 
those two objectives of Chinese competition law was not only entrusted to MofCom; the 
Ministry of Transport had also played an important role.  
 
“Seen from this perspective, it is clear that the application of Chinese competition law is a tool 
for conducting the country’s industrial policy,” he said. “When reaching a decision, this 
highlights the importance of considerations either indirectly or not at all relating to the 
realisation of a fair and undistorted competition that aims at the creation of a level playing 
field for all competitors.”  
 
He said Maersk and MSC appeared quite confident that the regulatory authorities would give 
their approval to the 2M alliance. With regard to China, this optimism apparently stems from 
the fact that MofCom had been unhappy with the market share of the P3 alliance and issues 
over the independence of pricing and marketing of capacity.  
 
He questioned whether the reduced size of 2M compared with P3 would be enough to satisfy 
regulators, and said the only important organisational difference between P3 and 2M was that 
2M would not have any jointly owned independent entity with executional powers, and rather 
than setting up a network centre, 2M will only have a joint co-ordination committee to 
monitor its daily operations.  He observed that for P3, it had been agreed that each partner’s 
pricing and marketing was to remain independent, “similar to 2M”.  
 
You can read the full article here: 2M: The Chinese conundrum 
 
 

ECSA LOOKS FORWARD TO FRUITFUL EU-US TRADE NEGOTIATIONS 
 
EU and US negotiators are meeting this week in the context of the sixth Trans-Atlantic Trade 
and Investment Partnership (TTIP) negotiations round. Negotiators from both sides are 
debating an ambitious agenda that should, in the event of an agreement, not only remove 
trade barriers in a wide range of economic sectors, but also tackle non-customs related trade 
barriers, such as differences in technical regulations, standards and approval procedures. 
Furthermore, the TTIP negotiations look at opening markets for services, investment, and 
public procurement. 
 
ECSA welcomes the EU-US Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) talks and 
hopes for an ambitious agreement in which maritime transport and its specificities will be duly 
taken into account.  
 
EU shipowners support the liberalisation and promotion of EU-US trade, both in services and 
in goods, as the harmonisation of the EU and US markets will play a key role in fostering trans-
Atlantic trade. This will in turn stimulate maritime transport, which will effectively underpin 

http://www.lloydslist.com/ll/sector/containers/article445059.ece
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the increased exchanges and act as a vector for the ensuing commercial activity between the 
two trade partners. However, restrictions on domestic cargoes, so-called cabotage rules, still 
firmly exist in the United States. This results from the Merchant Marine Act of 1920, better 
known as the ‘Jones Act’. 
 
Commenting on the Jones Act, Patrick Verhoeven, ECSA Secretary-General, remarked during a 
TTIP stakeholder event in Brussels earlier today : “Whilst it is true that restrictions on pure 
domestic cargoes may not constitute a prime barrier to international maritime trade, the 
Jones Act does have implications for the delivery of international cargo. Today’s reality is that 
very often international cargo must be transhipped from one vessel to another, often smaller, 
vessel, in order to reach its end destination. Under the Jones Act, this ‘feedering’ of 
international cargo is currently restricted. We would therefore welcome ways to grant full 
access for international carriers to engage in such operations as they do not constitute purely 
domestic operations.” Mr Verhoeven continued by alluding to the need for more frequent 
individual and industry waivers to the Jones Act as well as more flexible and clearer 
procedures to obtain them. 
 
Mr. Verhoeven's statement at the TTIP stakeholder event can be found HERE 

 
ROAD 

 
COMMISSION’S STATEMENT ON GERMAN CAR TOLLS  
 
The European Commission supports Germany’s reflections on introducing the user pays 
principle for infrastructure financing (car tolls). For Germany, as for many other EU Member 
States, this is a logical way to fill the “investment gap”, and pay for important and necessary 
investments in German infrastructure. The Commission has for months now made it very clear 
that it is open and willing to work with Germany to make sure the new road charging system is 
EU-compatible. We very much welcomed the discussions with Minister Dobrindt last week in 
this regard. We see many positive elements in the concepts outlined by the Minister on 7th 
July, but until all the details are known and discussed there can be no green or red light from 
Brussels. Now it’s time to sit down and hammer out the details. Changes to Germany’s existing 
car taxation scheme are German responsibility. If undertaken in the wider context of 
introducing road charging to secure infrastructure financing, they should not be directly aimed 
at discriminating against foreign drivers. Everybody should pay a fair share for using and 
maintaining roads. The Minister appears to try to take this into account, but we would need to 
see the details. We are ready and open to continue to work with Germany to ensure that this 
new system is fully in line with EU law and in particular the principle of non-discrimination. We 
trust that Germany will do everything necessary to meet both the spirit and letter of EU law. 
Statement European Commission, 7th July 2014 

 
IRU RESPONDS TO WORRYING PROTECTIONIST MEASURES  
 
The International Road Transport Union (IRU) is calling on the European Commission, Member 
States and the Enforcement community to discuss and urgently deal with worrying national 
protectionist measures that are creating barriers in the single European road transport 
market, after news that numerous EU Member States are adopting a more stringent 

http://www.ecsa.eu/index.php?subid=393&option=com_acymailing&no_html=1&ctrl=url&urlid=268&mailid=101
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interpretation of Regulation 561/2006, prohibiting commercial truck drivers from spending 
regular weekly rest time in the vehicle cabin.  
 
On 11th July France adopted a law imposing a company fine of €30,000 and one year 
imprisonment for truck drivers who take the regular weekly rest in the cabins. Earlier this 
summer, Belgium already modified its legislation by imposing penalties on drivers of up to 
€1,800 for the same infringement. These developments coincide with an increasing number of 
reports received by the IRU of unjustified penalties imposed on trucks not registered in the 
Member State where the control takes place.  
 
The IRU views this as an indication that Member States are increasingly using enforcement to 
protect their national markets – practices which completely go against every principle of EU 
law.  
 
IRU General Delegate to the EU, Michael Nielsen, commented, “As EU legislation is unclear on 
weekly rest time in vehicle cabins and the fact that the EU does not consider it to be a serious 
infringement, these announced penalties are completely unacceptable. Member States need 
clear EU legislation and should enforce this in an efficient, non-discriminatory way through 
penalties that are proportionate to the level of infringement committed.”  
 
Indeed, the IRU considers the announced sanctions as highly disproportionate and is 
concerned about the lack of practical guidance to implement these new laws, which make it 
impossible for road hauliers to know what is acceptable or not. Moreover, the implications 
resulting from the possible enforcement of these provisions would not only affect road 
hauliers and drivers, but would also put at risk the billions of Euros worth of freight 
transported by trucks every day to support EU trade.  
 
“These new laws are passed without taking due considerations on how EU trade can continue 
without imposing security risks. Topping this up with the fact that enforcers themselves do not 
even know the exact conditions related to the enforcement of these new laws, simply means 
that legal uncertainty in the EU has once again prevailed,” concluded Mr Nielsen.  
IRU Press Release 16 July  

 
GOVERNMENT NEEDS TO KNOW HOW FREIGHT AND LOGISTICS WORKS, SAYS ITC 
 
The UK freight and logistics industry needs a lot more support from government if it is deal 
with the challenges posed by the growth of e-commerce, the changing face of international 
container shipping and imbalance of imports and exports. 
Research released today by the Independent Transport Commission (ITC) concludes that, the 
Department for Transport (DfT) notwithstanding, there are whole areas of government that 
have little understanding of the impact of the freight logistics industry on the sectors their 
departments regulate. 
 
Matthew Niblett, secretary general of the ITC, told The Loadstar that the project shows just 
how important the sector is to the general health of the UK economy. 
"A small investment in reducing costs would lead to significant savings across the wider 
economy. We found that a 25% reduction in transport costs as a percentage of GDP from 20% 
to 15% is equivalent to a permanent increase in domestic consumption of just above 1.5% of 
the UK's GDP," he said. 
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The report concentrates on three particular segments: the challenges posed by online retail; 
the increasing use of portcentric logistics; and the growing problem of repositioning empty 
containers in the UK. It predicts that 25% of retail spending will soon be online, leading to an 
extra 1.7 million van journeys a year, which would represent a particular challenge to civil 
servants, such as town planners, who normally have little to do with the freight sector. 
For the Full article Read HERE 
 

RAIL 
 

 

FRENCH SENATE APPROVES RAILWAY REFORM BILL  

 
Draft legislation to restructure the French railway industry was passed by the country's Senate 
on July 10 with 188 votes for and 150 against the bill. The bill aims to integrate French 
National Railways (SNCF) and French Rail Network (RFF), ending the existing arrangement 
which the government argues results in additional costs and complexity The legislation also 
seeks to strengthen the role of regulator Araf to ensure free and non-discriminatory access to 
the network. 
 
A new holding company called SNCF will be created with two subsidiaries: train operating unit 
SNCF Mobility and infrastructure manager SNCF Network, which will comprise RFF, SNCF's 
infrastructure division SNCF Infra, and the Traffic Control Directorate (DCF). SNCF Mobility will 
be responsible for managing stations. The government expects this new structure to generate 
savings of €1.5bn a year through productivity improvements. The bill also includes provisions 
to control the railway's €44bn debts with performance contracts for both SNCF Mobility and 
SNCF Network. RFF was set up in 1997 to take on the debt of French National Railways (SNCF) 
and manage the construction of new lines, but its debt has increased at the rate of around 
€2bn a year and has now reached levels the government regards as unsustainable. 
 
he bill is being processed under an accelerated procedure, which only requires one reading in 
each house. The legislation will now go to a joint committee of seven senators and seven 
members of the lower house, which will be responsible for coming up with a common version 
of the legislation. The bill will then need to be signed by the president before it becomes law. 
With the exception of certain provisions, the legislation is expected to come into effect on 
January 1 next year. 
HTTP://WWW.RAILJOURNAL.COM/INDEX.PHP/POLICY/FRENCH-SENATE-APPROVES-RAILWAY-REFORM-
BILL.HTML?CHANNEL=542 
 

CUSTOMS 
 
UNION CUSTOMS CODE  

 
A three day meeting involving TCG representatives and Member State experts marked the 
conclusion of the first of two consultation rounds (review cycles) on the UCC Commission Acts  
(delegated and implementing acts). Comments on the first version issued in January (data-
annex in April and May), as well as conclusions of working group meetings like the one in June 

http://theloadstar.co.uk/independent-transport-commission-freight-report/
http://www.railjournal.com/index.php/policy/french-senate-approves-railway-reform-bill.html?channel=542
http://www.railjournal.com/index.php/policy/french-senate-approves-railway-reform-bill.html?channel=542
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on simplifications will be taken into account in the second version, issued in the course of July. 
The second review round will be concluded by the end of this year. 
 
Deadline for the implementation of the Union Customs Code is 1 June 2016. A transition 
period for the implementation of certain provisions which require IT support is foreseen until 
31 December 2020. The corresponding IT development programme has been published in the 
form of a Commission Implementing Act in April.  It must be reviewed annually.   
 
The tentative deadline for the adoption of the Commission Act governing the transitional 
measures is end 2015. 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

.CLECAT MEETINGS. 
 
Customs Institute  

 12 September,  Brussels (working group meeting) 

 21 November, Brussels (provisional) 
Security Institute 

 22 October (morning), Genoa, Italy 
Air Freight Institute 

 22 October (afternoon) , Genoa, Italy 
Maritime Institute  

 23 October (morning) , Genoa, Italy 
NEW Rail Institute  

 6 November  (morning) , Brussels  
FREIGHT FORWARDERS FORUM  

 6 November, WCO, Brussels 
Board and General Assembly  

 7 November, WCO, Brussels 
 
 
 

.EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT. 
 
Transport and Tourism Committee Meeting 

 22 July 

 3-4 September 

 29-30 September 

 6-7 October 
 

Plenary Session 

 15-18 September 

 8-9 October 

 20-23 October 
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COUNCIL    
 
Transport Council 

 8 October (provisional)  

 3 December (provisional) 
 

 


