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CLECAT AND FIATA PRESENTING AT UNECE WG IN BRUSSELS    
 
Today, CLECAT and FIATA, representing freight forwarders on the European and international 
level, presented their views on the "Role of freight forwarders and logistics in intermodal 
transport chains" at a workshop of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
(UNECE) hosted by the Government of Belgium in Brussels.  
 
CLECAT and FIATA thanked UNECE for hosting a debate on freight logistics, a sector providing 
jobs to millions and crucial in terms of added value. Logistics has a key role to play in 
increasing the competitiveness of states’ economies in a sustainable way.  
 
CLECAT and FIATA have pointed out to authorities that logistics must be seen as a business: a 
really important one for their counties’ prosperity. The associations believe logistics should 
figure more prominently on the political agenda. Ensuring convenient access to global trade by 
proving the indispensable logistics connectivity is the best political investment policy makers 
can make in this day and age.  
 
CLECAT and FIATA recognise the importance of transport policy in providing the appropriate 
regulatory framework, adequate investments in transport infrastructure and ensuring that the 
required skills are available. So long as these imperatives are properly satisfied transport policy 
can provide a fair base for efficient, sustainable, safe and secure freight transport and 
mobility. 
 
Nicolette van der Jagt, Director General of CLECAT, noted that many policies – such as those of 
modal shift in the EU - have demonstrated that efforts trying to artificially force change by 
placing restrictions or penalties will inevitably fail and become ineffective, whilst providing 
incentives and facilitating the move to more sustainable options (e.g. through the removal of 
regulatory barriers) will be a success.  
 
Freight transport policy should make the industry more attractive for younger people and 
people re-entering the labour market. This awareness raising and the launch of capacity 
building campaigns can help improve the image of logistics, a sector always failing to reap the 
recognition of its merits.  
 
Marco Sorgetti, Director General of FIATA noted that “a lack of investments often appears to 
be the reason for insufficient progress” and “logistics makes prosperity possible through trade 
and this is a convenient truth to remember”  He eyes the Sustainable Development Goals 
under the post-2015 agenda as a unique opportunity to promote logistics connectivity among 
the priorities for sustainable development. “A rare opportunity for governments to seize”, 
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Sorgetti said, and “FIATA will help policymakers who try to remove regulatory barriers, and 
make appropriate investments in transport infrastructure and trade facilitation. FIATA has 
instruments both in facilitation tools and in training programmes that can be readily 
deployed.”  The FIATA DG also noted that “the WTO agreement on trade facilitation has the 
potential to give international trade a boost and FIATA is anticipating on its implementation by 
making all its resources available.”    
 
Ms van der Jagt concluded that “a continued commitment of our sector to work in partnership 
with governments and civil society will lead to tangible benefits for the continued economic 
and sustainable growth.”  
 
The Joint Position Paper is available here.  
 
 

ELP CALLS FOR INTERGROUP ON LOGISTICS   

 
The European Logistics Platform will organize a Reception for 
MEPs and other interested parties on Tuesday, June 24th 2014 at 
18:30 in the European Parliament, kindly hosted by 
Gesine Meissner MEP 
  

The European Logistics Platform (ELP), a unique platform which brings together decision-
makers and industry representatives. At the reception the ELP will launch its call for the 
establishment of an interparliamentary group on logistics.  
 
In case of interest please contact the ELP secretariat info@europeanlogisticsplatform.eu  
 

 

MARITIME 
 

P3 LINES AGREE SEPARATE DEALS WITH US PORTS 
 
According to a Loadstar published on 10 June 2014 the P3 Alliance only gained approval to 
operate in the US after Maersk, MSC and CMA CGM agreed they must negotiate separately 
with terminal operators, stevedores and other port and landside service providers.  However, 
in Europe, where approval has also just been given, the alliance has had to make no such 
undertaking. 
 
Article 5.4(b) of the P3 Network Vessel Sharing Agreement filed with the US Federal Maritime 
Commission (FMC) now reads: “The parties shall negotiate independently with and enter into 
separate individual contracts with…” In Europe, and Asia where the P3 is awaiting a decision 
from the Chinese authorities, the individual carriers were quick to maintain a wish to maintain 
separate procurement offices from the London-based tonnage centre control. 
 
Moreover, the ports, towage companies and feeder and barging operators all expect to 
continue with their separate contracts, regardless of which line is the P3 vessel operator.  
However, in practice – and from the histories of past container alliances – a lead carrier is 
often nominated to procure services, especially in the case of an ad-hoc requirement, to gain 
from volume advantage.And in any negotiation, knowledge is king; therefore contract 

http://fiata.com/fileadmin/user_upload/documents/Position_Papers/Role_of_freight_forwarders_and_logistics_in_intermodal_transport_chains.pdf
mailto:info@europeanlogisticsplatform.eu
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discussions with service operators are often influenced by the lowest common dominator rate 
enjoyed by a P3 customer. The jury is out on the impact the operational merger of the world’s 
three biggest container carriers will have on service providers. 
 
Meanwhile, the current debate as to whether Maersk Line has enjoyed “preferential tariffs” 
from its sibling APM Terminals compared with non-AP Moller Group companies is another 
interesting angle on the cost control workings of an ocean carrier vessel-sharing agreement. 
 
The article also notes the suggestion by industry analyst Alphaliner that Maersk Line’s $415m 
operating profit in the first quarter had been boosted by over $100m in cost savings from 
cheaper stevedoring rates has, of course, been strongly refuted by APMT. APMT says that 
although Maersk Line accounts for around 50% of its total volume, it conducts its negotiations 
on an arms-length basis, taking into consideration a range of factors including service level 
requirements. Indeed, it could be argued that APMT has to be more competitive with its third-
party clients than with supposedly captive in-house business. 
 
Source: the Loadstar 
 

UK’S MPS WARN OVER SHIP EMISSIONS RULES 
 
The Financial Times reported on 12 June 2014 that UK Members of Parliament (MPs) will state 
in next week’s House of Commons debate that the implementation of the Sulphur Emissions 
Directive will increase the price of diesel, cost 2,000 jobs and close some ferry routes, adding 
to road congestion.  A cross-party group is to lobby the government to amend the rules to give 
industry time to adapt. 
 
FN cited a report by Amec (consultants) which says that most operators will switch from heavy 
fuel to lighter marine diesel, which is about 50 per cent more costly, to meet the target. Higher 
demand for marine diesel, which comes from the same refineries as car diesel, could raise the 
UK pump price by 2.8p a litre, costing drivers and hauliers £700m a year.  Fuel costs for 
operators on UK sea routes could rise by more than £300m, with ticket prices going up 
between 5 and 29 per cent, forcing 1.3-3.6m tonnes of freight on to roads, Amec says.  
 
One route is already closing as DFDS, the Danish operator, last month announced it would end 
the service between Harwich and Esbjerg, in Denmark, in September after almost 140 years 
because of declining demand and the £2m annual cost of cleaner fuel. It is also shutting a 
Lithuanian route. 
 
The article also noted that the UK Chamber of Shipping wants David Cameron, prime minister, 
to lobby Brussels to buy time to fit scrubbers to clean existing fuel or retrofit ships to use liquid 
natural gas, both of which cost up to £2m per vessel. Guy Platten, chief executive, said that it 
supported “tough new limits” aimed at saving lives, but needed up to two years. But sharp 
increases in demand for low sulphur fuel will see a massive spike in costs both for shipowners 
and potentially for ordinary diesel car users.” 
 
Carsten Jenson, senior vice-president of DFDS, said: “There is no doubt that this legislation will 
lead to higher prices for sea transport. As one of the pioneers of scrubber technology, we have 
invested around €100m in scrubbers, which we are planning on installing in 21 of our 50- 
strong fleet of ships.” 

http://theloadstar.co.uk/can-quick-look-gav/?utm_source=The+Loadstar+daily+email&utm_campaign=df7f90eb7c-Loadstar_10th_June_20146_10_2014&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c4570e43d4-df7f90eb7c-125888229
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Source: The FINANCIAL TIMES 
 
Note CLECAT: The sulphur content of fuel must fall to 0.1 per cent in January 2015 in the North 
Sea and English Channel to cut pollution. In order to meet this deadline EU Member States 
need to implement the directive now at national level.  It seems that not all member states 
involved have amended their legislation at this point in time.  
 

ROAD  
 
OUTCOME OF NORBERT DENTRESSANGLE’S CABOTAGE INVESTIGATION EXPECTED SOON  
 
Norbert Dentressangle (ND) is expected to find out by the end of next month whether a 
judicial investigation into the alleged “unlawful loan of labour and illegal subcontracting” 
concerning drivers employed by its subsidiaries in Poland and Romania will lead to charges, 
according to a report in the French media on 5th June, quoting a judicial source. The 
investigation was opened in May 2012 and followed complaints filed by the CFTC trade union 
against the French transport and logistics giant, which employs 400 Romanian and 700 Polish 
drivers out of total of more 10,000 truckers. ND has declined to comment specifically on the 
report, which claimed that senior managers from the group were questioned by gendarmes 
earlier this week. A spokesman would only confirm that the group was “the object of an 
investigation into the organisation of international transport and internal sub-contracting 
concerning subsidiaries in Poland and Romania”.  
 
The allegations levelled at Dentressangle are that it employed Polish and Romanian drivers 
illegally on France’s domestic market. Under EU cabotage rules, hauliers in the 28 EU Member 
States are at present allowed to carry out a maximum of three domestic transport operations 
in fellow Member States over a seven-day period, immediately following an international 
operation. In an interview with Lloyd’s Loading List earlier this year, the ND spokesman made 
it clear that the group categorically denied any wrongdoing, echoing the remarks of Chairman 
Hervé Montjotin: “Our Polish and Romanian drivers do not remain in France beyond the legal 
limit.” The judicial source said Norbert Dentressangle’s premises had been searched and data 
seized but insisted that the presumption of innocence prevailed ahead of the court’s 
judgement. 
 
Source: Lloyd’s Loading List, 6th June 2014 
 

AVIATION 

 

UK PURSUES FIVE AIRLINES OVER ETS COMPLIANCE 
 
The UK is pursuing five cases of suspected non-compliance with the EU emissions trading 
system (ETS) by commercial airlines in 2012. Airlines are required to both report their 
emissions and surrender allowances to cover them. The UK authorities suspect that five 
airlines failed to meet the latter requirement while four did not comply with the reporting 
requirement. The airlines have been warned that they face penalties, an official told ENDS. 
Under the ETS rules, airlines are liable for fines of €100 per tonne of CO2 for non-compliance.  
Source: ENDS Europe 

http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/ba6c4672-f180-11e3-a2da-00144feabdc0.html#axzz34WGFLlMd
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MIXED OPINIONS ON UK SNIFFER DOG BAN  
 
The Loadstar reported on 10 June 2014 that the UK will lose “considerable” airfreight volumes 
to continental Europe following the Minister for Transport’s sudden decision on 5 June 2014 to 
ban the use of REST (Remote Explosive Scent Tracing) dogs.  This applies to originating and any 
transfer cargo that is not subject to a current UK transfer cargo screening exemption. 
 
According to the Department of Transport (DfT), “If cargo cannot be screened to the required 
standard using any other appropriate method…such cargo cannot be flown in or from the UK. 
It may be shipped by sea or it may be sent by road to another EU state for screening using 
dogs: other EU states retain the capability to screen consignments using dogs.” 
 
The article also states that the UK airfreight industry is angry that it is set to lose freight while 
other EU states have not stopped using dogs. Affected shipments will be those that cannot go 
through x-ray machines. DfT guidance suggests screeners use a variety of methods, but most 
players believe much out-of-gauge cargo, such as generators and engines, will simply be lost to 
the UK. “There was no notice period, no back-up plan,” complained one UK freight forwarder 
involved in automotive logistics. Most of it is maindeck cargo, and there aren’t that many 
freighters in the UK – but Emirates and Asiana offer good services. We will now need to book 
with Cargolux or Air France KLM – they must be laughing. It was so peculiar that there was no 
advance announcement.” 
 
The DfT said in its advisory it “understands the potential implications and as such is issuing 
guidelines on the use of alternative appropriate methods for screening cargo on a risk-
managed basis. However, given the level of threat in the UK, we cannot allow the continuing 
use of EDDs [explosive detecting dogs] when we are not confident that it is being used in an 
effective way”. 
 
While the DfT has said the ban is temporary, players said the CAA was stalling. 
 
Meanwhile Lloyd´s Loading List.com (11 June 2014) noted that one forwarding source 
suggested that the changes would not result either in the loss of trade from the UK or from UK 
forwarders.  He observed that air cargo was regularly and routinely trucked, under the control 
of UK forwarders, from the UK to mainland Europe for carriers such Air France-KLM-Martinair, 
Lufthansa, Cargolux and AirBridgeCargo to connect with their long-haul flights.  “The business 
isn’t lost to the UK at all – it is simply re-routed from the UK,” he said. 
  
Source: the Loadstar and Lloyd´s Loading List.com 
 
 

AIR FREIGHT PRICES SET FOR FLAT YEAR 
 
Lloyd’s Loading List.com published an article on 12 June 2014 about global air freight prices.  
According to the latest analysis from IATA global air freight prices appear to have stabilised but 
remain low by historical levels and show little prospect of increasing this year. 
 
The article continued “IATA’s Q2 E-Cargo Chartbook said consumers in Europe and the US 
were becoming increasingly more confident, which had supported growth in demand for air-

http://theloadstar.co.uk/sniffer-dogs/?utm_source=The+Loadstar+daily+email&utm_campaign=df7f90eb7c-Loadstar_10th_June_20146_10_2014&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c4570e43d4-df7f90eb7c-125888229
http://www.lloydsloadinglist.com/freight-directory/news/european-cargo-airlines-already-benefiting-from-uk-sniffer-dog-ban/20018112333.htm?source=ezine&utm_source=Lloyd%27s+Loading+List+Daily+News+Bulletin&utm_campaign=d786d123a4-Fri_6_June6_6_2014&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1a5c244239-d786d123a4-257543605#.U5rdl5CKDIU
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freighted commodities such as semi-conductors. In China, it said consumer confidence 
remained stable, “but in Europe and the US, there have been solid improvements over recent 
months. And although there has been a decline in capital expenditure intentions of Japanese 
companies, there has been a solid increase in the UK.”  
 
However, recent developments in the demand environment suggest that growth could 
weaken in months ahead, the report suggested. It said business confidence had flattened in 
recent months and world trade growth had started to slow. Meanwhile, jet fuel prices – which 
determine a significant element of overall air freight costs – have been stable, but remain high 
at about $120 per barrel, and yields are down on a year ago, continuing to put on strain on the 
financial performance of airlines, IATA observed.  
 
As new aircraft deliveries come into service this year, IATA said there could be further 
downward pressure on yields. Cargo heads of IATA member airlines surveyed in April expected 
yields to remain stable during the year ahead, and while they anticipate volumes to increase, 
rates of growth have been downgraded.  
 
Although the economic outlook for 2014 remains improved on 2013, IATA said the rate of 
expected growth had been revised down slightly, largely due to slowdown of emerging 
markets. Traffic volumes are showing solid improvement on a year ago, but there has been 
little further progress over recent months, while growth ahead could be dampened by trends 
in production that suggest a shift toward domestic activity.  
 
The report said freight load factors and aircraft utilisation rates had both moderated over 
recent months, reflecting the slowdown in improvements in demand. Pressure on aircraft 
utilisation remains “and could intensify, with new aircraft deliveries set to expand the existing 
wide-body fleet by almost 8% in 2014”, the report warned.  
 
It described air freight rates as “stable” but said they continued to show contraction on a year 
ago. By contrast, the decline in sea freight rates appeared to be accelerating again, and levels 
are significantly down on a year ago, IATA observed.” 
 
Source: LLOYD’S LOADING LIST.COM 

 
CUSTOMS 

 

CHINA CUSTOMS ADVANCE MANIFEST (CCAM) RULE EFFECTIVE  28 JUNE 2014 
 
China Customs will implement the new China Customs Advance Manifest (CCAM) regulation 
starting 28th of June 2014. According to the new mandatory rule, carriers must submit vessel 
manifests of all cargo shipments bound to China 24 hours prior to loading at the last foreign 
port.  
     
Any amendment of the manifest after the 24-hour rule is completed must be approved by the 
discharging port customs.  
 
For more information of the regulation, click here. 

 

http://www.lloydsloadinglist.com/freight-directory/air/air-freight-prices-set-for-flat-year/20018112515.htm;jsessionid=1E281D453796AC8ACF4CE3EF09811972.f11b1cefac76ad95c7627468fee9bde7e866d022#.U5rh_vmSwrU
http://english.customs.gov.cn/publish/portal191/tab3972/module21538/info162113.htm
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GENERAL  
 
KICK-OFF MEETING CORE    
  
CLECAT attended the kick-off meeting of the CORE project which took place at TU Delf/TNO on 
4/5 June. CORE, which stands for Consistently Optimised Resilient Secure Global Supply-
Chains, is a four year large scale demonstration project.   
 
The basis of CORE was the large conference organised by the Commission on the 30th Jan 2012 
during which CLECAT was one of the moderators in close collaboration with DG R&D. Since 
then a lot of time was invested for the start-up of the project by many members of the 
consortium. CLECAT will have a role in the work-package on users’ requirements in the 
beginning of the project and other roles later in the project.  
 
CORE will consolidate ongoing developments and will deliver co-operation solutions for: 
1. producing a security map of EU supply chain corridors to provide both authorities and 
business the foundations for building a secure global supply chain system;     
2. monitoring and improved understanding of the implementation status of CRMF and 
SAFE among all the EU member states; 
3. effective risk assessment serving the needs of different stakeholders (e.g. customs, 
police, businesses) based on accurate and complete information;   
4. closer alignment of institutional capabilities with operational requirements to 
minimise transaction costs of supply chain operators; 
5. integrating security measures including cyber security  into supply chain processes and 
optimising against criteria for operational efficiency, security and environmental performance; 
6. improved resilience particularly to unknown threats thru optimisation of 
countermeasures. 
 
CORE will be driven by the requirements of: 

 the Customs,  law enforcement authorities, and other agencies nationally and 
internationally involved in the security of the supply chain; 

 the business communities, specifically shippers, forwarders, terminal operators, 
carriers and financial stakeholders.    
 

The project leader is the ESC with TNO being the technical leader and BMT in charge of the 
administration.  
 
CORE will consolidate and demonstrate EU knowledge and capabilities for securing supply 
chains whilst maintaining or improving business performance, with specific reference to a 
Security Map of EU Supply Chain Corridors. CORE will start by enhancing and integrating 
solutions developed by ongoing projects in each supply chain sector (port, container, air, post) 
in a large scale pilot implementation designed to discover gaps and practical problems.  
Implementation-driven R&D will be undertaken to develop solutions that could deliver sizable 
and sustainable progress in supply chain security across all EU Member States and on a global 
scale.  
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PRIORITIES ITALIAN PRESIDENCY   
 

At the last council meeting in Luxemburg, Italian Transport Minister, Maurizio Lupi set out the 
theme for the Italian EU Presidency (starting 1 July) as “infrastructure and transport for growth 
and cohesion” and confirmed that the transport priorities will be actions on TEN-T networks, 
ports services, the political pillar of the 4th Railway Package and the single European sky.  
 
Speaking to the PERMREP of Italy, it was confirmed that the Presidency will launch a policy 
debate on the governance part of the 4th Railway Package.  By October a progress report will 
need to be ready (informal council meeting).  
 
It was also noted that the Commission will not come forward with a new proposal on access to 
the profession in road transport under the Italian Presidency, but that it is likely that this will 
happen early 2015.  A proposal from the Commission is expected on an agreement on road 
transport with Turkey and Ukraine. The key dates for the Italian Presidency will be transport 
councils on 8 October (2014) in Luxembourg and 3 December (2014) in Brussels. An informal 
council will be held in Milan on 16 to 17 September (2014). 

 
FINAL DAY TO RESPOND TO CONSULTATION ON FOOTPRINT METHODOLOGY  

 
Today is the deadline on Friday 13th June to submit input with regards to the European 
Commission's "public consultation on standardisation of carbon footprint methodology" (read 
the BACKGROUND DOCUMENT).  

CLECAT did submit the response and encouraged members to also submit their individual 
comments.  It is important that members submit their input to this survey in view of possible 
new EU regulation.   

Also of interest is the Green Freight Europe recommendation on public consultation by the EU 
commission on carbon footprinting which CAN BE FOUND HERE.  

EUROPE'S NEWLY-ELECTED MEPS MAKE THEIR WAY TO BRUSSELS  
 
Nearly half of the MEPs starting in July will be new to the Parliament. While they will only 
become official members of Parliament upon receiving their voting cards on 1 July, political 
groups are already meeting.  Also the process of selecting MEPs for Committee’s is ongoing 
and is a difficult process. There seems to be quite a lot of competition for Members willing to 
take a seat in the Transport Committee of the EP.  

 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

 

 18 June, DESTINY Project Final Conference   

 24 June, ELP reception European Parliament  

 2 July, CEFIC Stakeholder Conference   

 4 July, 2nd Stakeholder workshop on standardized Carbon Footprint Methodology, 
Brussels 

 9 July, COFRET Project Final Conference 

http://greenfreighteurope.m7.mailplus.nl/nct2000632/Kqr8RP6nS8kPsqv/bVRQg1
http://greenfreighteurope.m7.mailplus.nl/nct2000633/Kqr8RP6nS8kPsqv/9aqncs
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.CLECAT MEETINGS. 
 
NEW Security Institute 

 22 October (morning), Genoa, Italy 
NEW Air Freight Institute 

 22 October (afternoon) , Genoa, Italy 
NEW Maritime Institute  

 23 October (morning) , Genoa, Italy 
NEW Rail Institute  

 6 November  (morning) , Brussels  
FREIGHT FORWARDERS FORUM  

 6 November, WCO, Brussels 
Board and General Assembly  

 7 November, WCO, Brussels 
 

.EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT. 
 
Transport and Tourism Committee Meeting 

 7 July 

 22 July 

 3-4 September 

 29-30 September 

 6-7 October 
 

Plenary Session 

 1-3 July 

 14-17 July 

 15-18 September 

 8-9 October 

 20-23 October 
 

COUNCIL    
 
Transport Council 

 8 October (provisional)  

 3 December (provisional) 
 


