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RESULTS  TRANSPORT COUNCIL 
  
Lorry sizes 
The Council reached political agreement on new rules for the maximum weights and 
dimensions of lorries, buses and coaches. The amended rules are intended to improve vehicle 
aerodynamics, fuel efficiency and road safety.  
 
On the controversial issue of the longer (EMS) vehicles transport ministers rejected the 
Commission’s proposal to allow the cross-border use of longer lorries. A blocking minority of 
governments argued such an allowance could lead to a domino effect, where country after 
country would be pressured into accepting its neighbour's megatrucks. Members of the 
European Parliament had previously demanded that the Commission properly assesses the 
impact of wider megatrucks use and report back to Parliament in 2016 before deciding. 
 
CLECAT is disappointed with this outcome and will continue discussions with the Council and 
European Parliament during Triolgue. CLECAT is convinced that the European Modular System 
(EMS) truck combinations can improve the efficiency of combined transport and further 
contribute to reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
Only last year an independent report on longer trucks ordered by the Policy Department of the 
European Parliament, concluded that that ‘empirical evidence is difficult to find with regards to 
many of the primary concerns regarding LHVs. As a general rule, where empirical evidence is 
available, it tends to show better outcomes than those predicted by desk studies, with lower 
modal shift observed and little evidence of any negative effects on road safety.’ Overall the 
study concludes that cross-border use with EMS vehicles would help at-source greening road 
transport and steering combined transport and further support an efficient EU transport 
network involving all modes of transport, including road. 
 
See PRESS RELEASE and below.  
  
Railway interoperability and safety, and the European Railway Agency 
The Council also reached political agreement on the draft directives on the interoperability 
and safety of European railways and the draft regulation on the European Railway Agency. 
Together, these three legislative acts make up the technical pillar of the fourth railway 
package. See PRESS RELEASE. and below.  
                                                                                                                                                   
Maritime transport policy 
The Council adopted CONCLUSIONS on the mid-term review of the EU’s maritime transport 
policy to 2018 and outlook to 2020. The conclusions incorporate the Athens Declaration 
endorsed by maritime transport ministers at their informal meeting on 7 May. 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/trans/143084.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/trans/143080.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/trans/143092.pdf
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In addition, ministers took note of a draft regulation on market access and financial 
transparency of ports (see below).  
  
Mr Michalis Chrysochoidis, the Greek Minister for Infrastructure, Transport and Networks, 
said: 
"From the very beginning we set a target for our presidency, which has involved tireless efforts 
to promote efficient and sustainable transport. We have worked hard to achieve this, and 
sought to increase economies of scale for transport undertakings, especially railways, across 
the EU, reduce administrative costs, speed up procedures, avoid discrimination and enhance 
competition as well as reduce energy consumption and environmental degradation. We have 
placed the needs of citizens and societies at the heart of our work on transport policy. We will 
continue to focus our efforts on these tasks up the end of our presidency." 

  

MARITIME 
 

NO CHALLENGE TO P3 IN EUROPE 
 
Announcing that it would not launch an antitrust investigation against the P3 lines, and also 
the G6 Alliance, which is expanding into the transatlantic trade lane, the European 
Commission has said it would follow market developments and remain vigilant regarding any 
risks to competition that might arise from the implementation of P3 or G6.  
 
CLECAT is pleased with the clear confirmation from the European Commission that is will 
closely monitor the alliances. In a recent letter to DG Competition CLECAT has requested 
regular monitoring of the agreement and its compliance with the EU competition rules.  
 
The Global Shippers' Forum has also welcomed the European Commission’s promise to 
monitor the P3 Network but it has warned the carriers they must deliver on their promise of 
service improvements.  The GSF called on the shipping lines to provide the European 
Commission with reports on service performance on specific port pairs and vessel 
withdrawals, including short-term withdrawals that might cause disruption to shippers’ supply 
chains.   It also asked for information about future investment plans, including future joint 
investment strategies that would impact on future capacity availability in the markets in which 
the P3 will operate.  Mr Welsh said: “Effective monitoring of P3 compliance with European 
Union competition rules is absolutely essential in view of the unprecedented market power of 
the world’s three largest lines that collectively represent over a 40% market share in the 
world’s main liner trades, including over 46% market share in the Asia-Europe market.  
 
“If there are any signs of a reduction in service quality or elimination in effective competition 
between the P3 lines and in the liner market generally we would expect immediate action by 
the European Commission against the P3 lines including the imposition of appropriate 
sanctions for competition abuses.”  He also called on the shipping lines to deliver on the 
service improvements that they have said the P3 Network will make possible.   
 
See also the GSF PRESS RELEASE.  
 
 
 

http://www.globalshippersforum.com/NewsItem/GSF_welcomes_monitoring_of_compliance_of_P3_with_EU_competition_rules/
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COUNCIL UPDATE ON PORTS SERVICES REGULATION 
 
On 5 June the Greek Presidency of the EU reported during the last meeting of the Transport 
Council Transport ministers on the progress made examining the Commission proposed 
regulation establishing a framework on market access to port services and financial 
transparency of ports. The regulation was proposed in May 2013 in order to create fairer 
conditions of competition and a legal and stable framework for port service providers and 
investments.  
 
According to a press release circulated on 5 June, the Council’s shipping working party has 
carried out an article-by-article examination of part of the text and a more general discussion 
of the remainder. These discussions have shown that although the majority of member states 
support the proposal's general objectives, there are a number of concerns with regard to both 
the substance of the proposal and the form of the legal instrument, with most delegations 
preferring a directive instead of a regulation (directives lay down the end results that must be 
achieved by MS but national authorities are free to decide how to do so.  Regulations have 
binding force throughout every MS). 
 
Moreover, the substantive concerns expressed by delegations relate, inter alia, to the 
proposal's scope in terms of both the services and the ports covered. Most member states 
would like to have simpler and more coherent procedures throughout the proposal. Many 
delegations have requested more flexibility as regards the procedures for ensuring compliance 
with the minimum requirements for the provision of port services. They have also indicated 
the need for more flexibility when it comes to limiting the number of providers (e.g. including 
safety, security and environmental considerations in the possible reasons for limiting the 
number of port service providers). 
 
In order to be adopted, the legal act will also have to be approved by the European 
Parliament. The Parliament's committee responsible, the Committee on Transport and 
Tourism (TRAN), has not yet voted on this dossier. 
 
Click here for the press release. 
 

SHIPPERS LOSING CONFIDENCE IN CHINA POTENTIAL 
 
Business conditions in China are getting tougher and “a new sober reality is developing”, 
according to the European Union Chamber of Commerce in China’s Business Confidence 
Survey for 2014.  Observers believe the results of the survey, covering more than 550 
European firms, will provide food for thought for the many European freight forwarders who 
have enjoyed strong business growth in China through accompanying their shipper customers 
to the Asian economic powerhouse, which has compensated for stagnant markets elsewhere 
throughout much of the past decade.  
 
The sample was drawn from a broad range of business sectors, including manufacturers, 
retailers, and companies involved in transport, logistics and distribution.  The survey 
highlighted “an entrenched sense of pessimism, as persistent market challenges show little 
sign of abating. In turn, many firms are setting more modest expectations for revenue and 
profitability growth and are scaling back their investment plans for the Chinese marketplace,” 
said the survey’s authors.  

http://register.consilium.europa.eu/doc/srv?l=EN&f=ST%2010154%202013%20INIT
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/trans/143114.pdf
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“However, implementation of meaningful reforms - in particular increased market access - 
would likely prompt a reversal of this trend,” they added.  European companies still perceive 
themselves to be discriminated against in the Chinese marketplace, with members of the 
European Chamber estimated to be missing out on €21.3 billion in revenues in FY 2013 due to 
market-access and regulatory barriers.  
 
The proportion of companies reporting year-on-year increased revenues continued to decline 
from 78% in FY 2010, 75% in FY 2011 and 62% in FY 2012 to just 59% in FY 2013, the survey 
revealed.  Some 63% of companies also failed to increase their profit margins in FY 2013.  
 
“For the first time in the history of this survey, more companies noted that their Chinese profit 
margins were lower than their companies’ global averages than vice versa,” the survey report 
said.  
Lloyd’s Lloyding List | Tuesday, 03 June 2014 

 
ESPO WELCOMES IMO CONTAINER WEIGHING DECISION 
 
The European Sea Ports Organisation (ESPO) welcomed the announcement by the 
International Maritime Organization that its Maritime Safety Committee (MSC) has approved 
the draft amendments to the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), Chapter VI to require mandatory 
verification of the gross mass of containers. 
 
The IMO sub-committee approved draft guidelines, giving shippers two methods to verify the 
weight of a container – either by weighing the entire loaded container using calibrated and 
certified equipment; or weighing the individual packages, dunnage, etc and adding the tare 
mass to the sum of the single masses.  
  
ESPO hopes that the implementation of this new amendment to the Safety of Life at Sea 
(SOLAS) Regulation in EU and/or national legislation, further clarifies the shippers’ 
responsibility and avoids that in the end this responsibility is transferred to ports and terminal 
operators. The weighing should take place before entering the port area, and preferably by 
the shippers at the place of origin. “We do recognise the importance of knowing the exact 
weight of containers not only for maritime transport but throughout the whole transport 
chain. We should look for the most practical solution for all players in the transport chain.  But 
we should at all times avoid that this weighing operation burdens the handling activities in the 
port and increases the congestion in the port.  This could happen if misdeclared container 
weights are only being detected at a late stage, in the port or port terminal area”, says ESPO’s 
Secretary General, Isabelle Ryckbost. 
 
The amendment and its guidelines will be effective by July 2016, subject of final adoption by 
MSC 94th session in November 2014. 
 

BIFA CLEARS UP CONFUSION ON CHINESE NVOCC REGULATIONS 
 
During the last CLECAT Maritime Logistics Institute meeting (6 May 2014) BIFA noted that 
confusion was reigning over NVOCC registration requirements to comply with the Chinese 
Ministry of Transport. 
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BIFA explained the issue in its recent newsletter and provided clarification, as follows: “Over 
the last few weeks BIFA has received several enquiries from members regarding the potential 
impact on their business regarding statements made by some carriers that they will not be 
able to accept bookings directly from UK based freight forwarders unless the latter comply 
with the Chinese Ministry of Transport (MoT) requirements to register as a NVOCC with the 
Shanghai Shipping Exchange (SSE) for NVO movements from China.  
 
Based on legal advice received it is BIFA’s opinion that a UK freight forwarder who has 
negotiated rates with the UK office of a carrier and makes a booking via them does not need 
to register with the SSE if they use a SSE registered Chinese NVOCC to complete the housebill 
of lading etc.  
 
The rates for shipping the goods which were negotiated in the UK are accepted under the bills 
of lading raised in China. Therefore, it is those NVOCC’s in China accepting the rates and the 
subsequent contract who need to be registered. This is because whilst the rates may have 
been negotiated in the UK, the contract is arranged in China, when there is an actual offer of a 
shipment to the Chinese NVOCC and their acceptance of that shipment. It would make no 
sense for a UK freight forwarder only acting as an agent for legal entities in China to have to be 
registered with the SSE.  
 
This interpretation of the regulations is shared by other carriers and trade associations. 
Carriers have advised that where the rates are negotiated in the UK then they only require the 
registration details of the Chinese NVOCC to be provided. The belief is that the legislation was 
only ever intended to cover Chinese based companies because enforcement outside the 
jurisdiction of Chinese Courts would be virtually impossible.” 
 

ROAD  
 
COUNCIL AGREES ITS POSITION ON LORRY SIZES 
 
Yesterday, the Transport, Telecommunications and Energy Council reached political 
agreement on updated rules for the maximum weights and dimensions of heavy-goods 
vehicles, buses and coaches. The new draft directive aims to amend the current directive from 
1996 in order to improve those vehicles' aerodynamics, fuel efficiency and road safety. 
 
In particular, the proposal grants derogations on vehicle length so as to allow rear flaps to be 
attached to the vehicle or the front of the vehicle to be redesigned to create a more 
aerodynamic shape. The new lorry cab design will improve drivers’ field of vision and the 
safety of both drivers and other road users. The new deflecting shape and crumple zone will 
greatly reduce the impact of frontal collisions, thus helping to save the lives of numerous 
pedestrians and cyclists. 
 
According to the text agreed by ministers, the use of clean fuels will be promoted by 
authorising a weight increase of one tonne for alternatively fuelled vehicles, to take account of 
the weight required for the alternative fuel technology. 
 
In order to enable the inspection authorities to better detect infringements, six years after the 
entry into force of the directive, member states must start to identify vehicles in circulation 
that are likely to have exceeded the weight limit and should therefore be checked. This 
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identification may be carried out by means of weighing mechanisms built into the road or 
through on-board sensors in vehicles that communicate data remotely to the authorities. 
Every year each member state must perform an appropriate number of vehicle weight checks. 
The number of such checks should be proportionate to the total number of vehicles inspected 
in the member state's territory annually. 
 
As regards deadlines for the new maximum lengths retained by ministers, the provisions 
concerning the rear devices will start to apply from the transposition date, which is three years 
after the directive's entry into force, and the cab redesign provisions will apply five years after 
transposition, or when conditions related to type approval and other requirements as 
specified in the directive have been fulfilled. 
 
As reported in the first article, proposals for cross-border transport of EMS vehicles were not 
supported by Ministers.  
 

RAIL 
 
POLITICAL AGREEMENT ON RAILWAY INTEROPERABILITY AND EU RAILWAY AGENCY 
 
The Transport, Telecommunications and Energy Council arrived on Wednesday at political 
agreement on the draft directives on the interoperability and safety of European railways and 
the draft regulation on the European Railway Agency.  Together, the three legislative acts 
make up the technical pillar of the fourth railway package, published by the Commission in 
January 2013. The completion of this technical pillar is expected to increase economies of 
scale for railway undertakings across the EU, reduce administrative costs and speed up 
procedures. It should also help to avoid any covert discrimination in the issuing of safety 
certificates and vehicle authorisations. The texts of the political agreement include the general 
approach texts agreed by the Council in June 2013, October 2013 and March this year 
together with some relevant European Parliament amendments, which were voted at first 
reading in February. A new article on revocation of authorisations (article 22b) has been added 
to the interoperability directive in order to align the text with the other two pieces of 
legislation. 
 
According to this Council position on the technical pillar, a dual system of vehicle 
authorisations and safety certifications will be set up, with the ERA acting as a one-stop-shop 
for authorising vehicles intended for cross-border operations and issuing safety certificates to 
railway undertakings involved in cross-border traffic. National safety authorities will still have 
an important role in carrying out the necessary assessments. The texts agreed by the ministers 
also stipulate that, for vehicles and railway undertakings involved in national transport only, 
there will be a choice between submitting a request for authorisation or certification to the 
Agency or to the national safety authority. The other measures of the railway package, 
forming the political pillar, aim to ensure further opening of the market for domestic 
passenger transport services by rail and lay down new rules on governance structure in 
relation to infrastructure management and transport operations. These proposals have not yet 
been discussed in the Council. The adoption of the various legislative acts that make up the 
package requires the approval of both the Council and the European Parliament. 
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AVIATION 

 

SHIPPERS WELCOME AIR FREIGHT  RATE INDEX 
 
The Loadstar has informed on 5 June that an air freight rate index is soon to be launched, in 
what many will see as a move to fully commoditise the market. 
 
The TAC Index aims to emulate sea freight’s Shanghai Containerised Freight Index (SCFI), 
providing transparency in what is often seen as an opaque sector. The index is being launched 
by a group of experienced air freight and financial experts led by Robert Frei, former head of 
product and procurement for Panalpina, and John Peyton Burnett, head of Kong Team 
Logistics. 
 
Shippers welcome the move as they have long campaigned for greater transparency in air 
freight rates. “An index would give a benchmark for both big and small shippers, and could 
really help the buying power of smaller companies in particular,” said Joost van Doesburg, air 
freight policy manager for the European Shippers’ Council (ESC).  He continued: “One of the 
biggest problems shippers have is the lack of transparency in the industry – they never know if 
they are doing a good job in buying air cargo. To have a neutral benchmark would be a simple 
fix.” 
 
The index has been in the making for some 18 months, with the team acknowledging that it 
has to be comprehensive from the launch to be truly effective. Data will be collated using a 
complex formula involving volume and weight that calculates the total cost paid to the carrier, 
while weeding out anomalies ensures that no single provider can skew the rate. 
 
According to the Loadstar, there has, however, been some resistance from the forwarding 
community. While a handful of multinationals have already signed up to provide data, others 
have argued there is no demand from shippers. However, the TAC Index is offering two more 
large forwarders a “first mover package” to make sure that the index is based on 
comprehensive data at launch. The package gives forwarders free index data on all tradelanes 
as well as a seat on the market advisory committee. 
 
Mr van Doesburg said he understood why some forwarders were wary. “It makes the position 
of forwarders more untenable. Transparency is the enemy of some. But they have an index in 
ocean freight, so why not in air?” In other markets, the effect of indices based on statistical 
modelling and used for benchmark purposes has pushed more end users to supply data. 
 
“In theory, gathering 100% market data would produce the most accurate index; this is our 
aim with every index we produce,” said Mr Burnett. “Based on the raw historical transactional 
data we currently receive, we can produce either a weekly fuel and security surcharge index, 
or a combined surcharge index on a particular city pairing,” explained Mr Burnett. “As the data 
is coming from the forwarders it naturally captures a range of carrier surcharge data. 
 
“Shippers can link their contracts to the TAC Fuel Surcharge Index. Even if the TAC index only 
represents 25% of a particular market initially, it is a transparent spread of aggregated data, 
which displays both surcharge rate and total tonnage. This is already better than an individual 
company’s fuel surcharge index data which may only represent, say, 5% of a total market.” 
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CLECAT will meet the ESC on 9 July 2014 to have an exchange of view on the recently 
published ESC White Paper on Airfreight. 
 
Click here to access the full article 

 
CUSTOMS 

 

FORMS FOR CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS 

 
Following the entry into force of new European forms for customs enforcement of intellectual 
property rights by the 1st January 2014 (for more information, see CLECAT Newsletter 
41/2013), DG TAXUD has published a pdf version of the application for action form for right-
holders. This version enables operators to fill the application directly on screen. 
 

The new version is available HERE. 
 

EC ASKS SOME MEMBER STATES TO IMPROVE THEIR NATIONAL TAXATION SCHEMES 
 
On 2 June 2014, the European Commission published its Country-specific recommendations, 
which contains advices addressed to Member States, on a case-by-case basis, aiming at 
guiding them towards growth. These recommendations are published every spring and are 
made by the Commission in the context of the Strategy Europe 2020, with the objective of 
assessing the progress realised by Member States and defining areas where improvements are 
possible. 
 
Taxation is one of the priorities assessed by the European Commission. The Commission wants 
some Member States to simplify and improve their taxation scheme. In this context, 11 
countries have received recommendations to broaden their tax bases: Belgium, Croatia, 
Germany, Spain, France, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Hungary, Poland and the UK. This may 
include reviewing VAT exemptions or reduced rates, when there is no proof of their efficiency, 
possibly in conjunction with a reduction of the standard VAT rate. 
 

The full recommendations, country by country, are available HERE. The speech given by 

Commissioner Semeta in press conference is available HERE. A Q&A document on the Country-

specific recommendations is available HERE.  
 

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERS OF THE VAT EXPERT GROUP PUBLISHED 
 
On 5 June 2014, DG TAXUD published a call for applications in order to select the members of 
the VAT Expert group to be set up in the context of the Communication on the future of VAT. 
Applications must be sent by 18 July 2014 at the latest. 
 
As a reminder, by a decision of 26 June 2012, the Commission has set up a group of experts on 
value added tax (VAT) called the ‘VAT Expert Group’. The task of the group of experts is to:  

- advise the Commission on the preparation of legislative acts and other policy 

initiatives in the field of VAT;  

- to provide insight concerning the practical implementation of legislative acts and 

other EU policy initiatives in the field of VAT. 

http://theloadstar.co.uk/air-freight-rate-index/?utm_source=The+Loadstar+daily+email&utm_campaign=bcec3409d8-Loadstar_5th_June_20146_5_2014&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c4570e43d4-bcec3409d8-153443561
http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/resources/documents/customs/customs_controls/counterfeit_piracy/right_holders/application_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/making-it-happen/country-specific-recommendations/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-14-415_fr.htm?locale=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-14-388_en.htm
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People from organisations willing to applied may respect several criteria contained in the call 
for applications (page 2). Please note that the Commission states that is looking in particular 
for international organisations representing businesses (small, medium and large), consumers 
or VAT practitioners (lawyers, tax advisors, accountants, tax managers and directors).  
 

The call for applications is available HERE. 
 

 
GENERAL  

 
CONSEQUENCES OF THE CRISIS - KEY PUBLICATIONS BY POLICY DEPARTMENTS EP  
 
The European Parliament’s Policy Departments have prepared a number of publications in 
relation to the crisis and its consequences. A wide range of issues are discussed, from the 
social effects of the crisis, to the impacts of the recession on public spending. The publications 
not only focus on the direct repercussions of the crisis (on employment, living conditions, 
mental health, SMEs, etc.), they also deal with its indirect outcomes, namely the reforms 
introduced at EU and national levels and the new instruments set up as a response to the 
crisis. The analysis goes even beyond: it is shown that, above all, the economic downturn has 
modified the way of considering policies and has raised fundamental issues such as EU 
governance. A selection of these publications is available here.  
 

DG MOVE LAUNCHES CALL FOR TENDER ON E-FREIGHT 
 
On 4 June 2014, DG MOVE (Unit D1 - Maritime Transport and Logistics) launched a call for 
tender on e-Freight entitled “e-Freight implementing measures — support measures to 
improve the efficiency of information exchange in multimodal freight transport” (ref. 185765-
2014). 
 
The contract to be granted, focused on supporting measures for multimodal transport, aims at 
providing technical and operational support for the identification and implementation of 
measures that will improve the efficiency of information exchange in multimodal freight 
transport, in terms of information systems and their interoperability, and more widely of 
business relations (vertical and horizontal cooperation). This will be supported through the 
establishment of a discussion forum and related working groups of the relevant logistics and 
modal stakeholders including standardisation initiatives at a European and international level. 
 
The contract will be funded with € 450.000, for duration of 36 months (from the award of the 
contract). The time limit for receipt of tenders or requests to participate is set on 30 July 2014. 
 

The call for tender is available HERE. 
 

 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

 

 12-13 June, UNECE workshop "Role of freight forwarders and logistics in intermodal 
transport chains", Brussels 

http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/resources/documents/taxation/vat/key_documents/expert_group/call-for-applics-2014.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201405/20140528ATT84628/20140528ATT84628EN.pdf
http://tenderise.eu/notice/185765-2014
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 18 June,   DESTINY Project Final Conference   

 24 June, ELP reception European Parliament  

 2 July, CEFIC Stakeholder Conference   

 4 July, 2nd Stakeholder workshop on standardized Carbon Footprint Methodology, 
Brussels 

 9 July, COFRET Project Final Conference 

 
.CLECAT MEETINGS. 
 
Customs and Indirect Taxation Institute  

 13th June, Stockholm 
NEW Security Institute 

 22 October (morning), Genoa, Italy 
NEW Air Freight Institute 

 22 October (afternoon) , Genoa, Italy 
NEW Maritime Institute  

 23 October (morning) , Genoa, Italy 
NEW Rail Institute  

 6 November  (morning) , Brussels  
FREIGHT FORWARDERS FORUM  

 6 November, WCO, Brussels 
Board and General Assembly  

 7 November, WCO, Brussels 
 

.EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT. 
 
Transport and Tourism Committee Meeting 

 7 July 

 22 July 

 3-4 September 

 29-30 September 

 6-7 October 
 

Plenary Session 

 1-3 July 

 14-17 July 

 15-18 September 

 8-9 October 

 20-23 October 
 

COUNCIL    
 
Transport Council 

 8 October (provisional)  

 3 December (provisional) 
 


