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CLECAT INSTITUTES AGREE ON WIDE RANGE OF EU POLICY ISSUES  
 
On the 6th and 7th of May the CLECAT’s Working Group on Sustainable Logistics and the 
Security, Air and Maritime institutes met in Brussels to discuss an interesting agenda of policy 
issues.  
 
The Maritime Logistics Institute meeting discussed recent developments on the Commission’s 
proposal for a Ports Regulation.  Mid-March MEP Knut Fleckenstein, the rapporteur on the 
European Commission’s proposal for a Regulation on Market access to port services and 
financial transparency of ports announced the suspension of the dossier in the EP.  CLECAT 
members thought that the delay at the very early stages of the legislative process was 
disappointing but on the other side, a vote in the EP with would have watered down the 
Commission’s proposal.  It should however not stop the European Commission from 
encouraging port development and efficiency in the meantime.  
 
The meeting also discussed developments at the IMO proposal on the verification of the 
weight of containers and the impacts on the sulphur regulation on short sea shipping in 
Europe.  With regards to developments in liner shipping and in particular, consolidation in the 
industry, the meeting agreed that CLECAT would address some concerns it has with the EC.  
Members mentioned the possible impact of the P3 Alliance throughout the supply-chain, 
mainly in terms of port infrastructure, insurance (general average), and choice of service.  
 
The CLECAT Secretariat in addition provided updates on a number of EU projects including the 
AnNa Project as well as CLECAT participation in the FP7 projects e-Mar, iCargo and CORE. 
 
At the meeting of the Advisory Body on Sustainable Logistics, CLECAT members agreed on the 
CLECAT response to the consultation on the development of harmonised carbon footprinting 
measures for both freight transport services in Europe.  Another topic of discussion was the 
Energy Efficiency Directive.  CLECAT members shared information on the developments at 
national level in view of the deadline for implementation which is 5 June 2014.   
 
Other points in the agenda were the Urban Mobility Package, innovation/research initiatives 
on sustainable transport (ALICE and iCargo).   
 

MARITIME 
 

EUROPEAN SHIPOWNERS WELCOME DECLARATION ON MARITIME TRANSPORT POLICY 
 
On 7 May, EU Maritime Ministers met in Athens under the chairmanship of the Greek Minister 
of Shipping, Maritime Affairs and the Aegean, Mr Miltiadis Varvitsiotis, to discuss the mid-term 
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review of the European Commission’s 2009 Maritime Strategy Communication. At the informal 
meeting, Ministers unanimously adopted a Declaration, which sets out the EU’s shipping policy 
priorities for the years to come. The Declaration constitutes the basis for the adoption of 
formal conclusions by the EU Transport, Telecommunications and Energy Council in June this 
year. 
 
Key priorities emerging from the ‘Athens Declaration’ include: the important role of shipping 
to Europe’s economy and welfare, securing the long-term competitiveness of the EU maritime 
industry, increased employment in the maritime sector, free access to markets, financial 
support for short sea shipping to comply with environmental requirements, efficient EU-wide 
digital maritime services, EU leadership in maritime technology and innovation and the 
territorial and social integration of smaller and remote islands. 
 
ECSA, the European Community Shipowners’ Association, welcomed the Declaration and 
issued a statement highlighting five areas that should continue to form the basis of EU 
shipping policy in the future. These areas, and the priorities contained therein, largely 
correspond to the priorities Ministers identified in Athens. They include: a global level playing 
field and competition with other maritime powers on an equal footing, improved 
environmental performance without losing competitive edge, promotion of maritime careers 
and improvement of the sector’s image, completion of the single market for shipping and 
ports and, last but not least, continued EU leadership in promoting free global trade and 
eradicating piracy. 
 
The text of the Athens Declaration is available here. The ECSA statement is available here. 
 
 

ROAD  
 

INDUSTRY DIVIDED ON NEW GREEN FREIGHT FUND POLICY 
 
Cutting red tape is key to the success of any new sustainable freight funding scheme replacing 
the failed Marco Polo programme, several lobby groups have told the European Commission. 
Railway lobby group CER said the EU should provide on a mixture of grants, low-interest loans 
and guarantees. Like Marco Polo, the new scheme should focus on shifting freight from road 
to other more sustainable forms of transport. “Grants would be particularly beneficial for 
investment in small-scale infrastructure such as links between industrial sites and the 
transport network for sustainable alternatives to road transport,” CER added in its 
consultation response. 
 
CLECAT did not rank modal shift to less polluting forms of transport as an important goal for a 
new funding scheme. It agreed that a new scheme is needed but said energy efficient 
equipment is the most important type of project it should finance.  Further funding scheme 
should focus on “emissions reduction” for all transport modes Inefficiency and lack of 
competition in the rail freight sector is the number one reason which has prevented more 
freight from moving to rail from road”, CLECAT said. ‘Freight shipments over short and 
medium distances will remain to a large extent on trucks; for longer distances, freight 
multimodality has to become economically attractive.’ Marco Polo was “complex, not user 
friendly and excessively bureaucratic”, it added. 
 

http://www.gr2014.eu/news/press-releases/athens-declaration-sets-eu-future-maritime-transport-policy-priorities
http://www.ecsa.eu/index.php?subid=395&option=com_acymailing&no_html=1&ctrl=url&urlid=242&mailid=91
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Green transport group T&E said Marco Polo’s aims had been undermined by the TEN-T and 
Cohesion funds which had “much larger budgets with no strings attached on [modal] shift or 
emissions”. Fiscal incentives would more effectively address the obstacles to more sustainable 
freight transport, it told the consultation. 
 
Any new scheme should address the fact that road transport externalities such as pollution 
costs are not paid by users, which hampers the competitiveness of maritime transport, said 
the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe. The administrative complexity of 
Marco Polo made it inaccessible to SMEs, it added. 
Source ENDS Newsletter 8 May 2014 

 
COUNCIL MAY FAVOUR WEAKER LORRY DIMENSIONS LAW 
 
EU member states look set to push for a 10-year delay to a draft directive that would make 
lorries safer and more fuel efficient. A draft text under discussion by national experts in the 
Council of Ministers would postpone rules allowing manufacturers to produce more 
aerodynamic lorries until seven years after the law’s transposition into national laws. 
 
Member states would have three years to transpose the update to the 1996 directive on the 
weights and dimensions of lorries. The Council may also push for some of the new design 
elements to be adopted through changes to the type approval rules, which could cause further 
delays. According to a source, Sweden and France are pushing for slower implementation 
because Swedish manufacturer Volvo, which owns France-based Renault, is concerned about 
the impact the rules will have on it. Diplomats in Brussels are likely to finalise a Council 
position on the proposed rules in the next two weeks. It will be rubberstamped by transport 
ministers early next month. The European Parliament’s position, approved in plenary last 
month, is that lorry manufacturers should be able to implement the new design elements 
from 2017 and they should become compulsory from 2022. 
 
Member states have not reached agreement on the European Commission’s proposal to 
include a provision in the preamble to the legislation specifying that it is legal for extra-long 
lorries to cross EU borders. MEPs have rejected this proposal and want the Commission to 
assess the impact of mega-lorries by 2016.  
ENDS Europe, 7 May 2014 
 

FRANCE: DISAGREEMENTS BETWEEN MINISTERS REGARDING THE ECOTAX 
 

In her statement to the French Parliament on 7 May 2014, Ségolène Royal, French Minister 
responsible for ecology, sustainable development and energy, declared that the Ecotax will 
not come into being, at least not in the form planned. This statement came as a surprise for 
the French Parliament and the French Senate, as Mrs Royal previously claimed that she would 
wait for the reports to be published by the two institutions before coming back with concrete 
proposals on the future of the Ecotax. In the meantime, and surprisingly, this statement came 
also a surprise for the French Minister of Finance, Michel Sapin, who raised some doubts 
about the proposals made by Mrs Royal.  
 
Mr Sapin explained, during a meeting with the national Parliament's fact-finding mission on 
the Ecotax, that the concession contracts signed with the private operators in charge of the 
management of the motorways allowed the government to increase the amount of revenues 
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to be returned by the private operator in exchange of a compensation. This compensation 
would mean, for instance, increasing the number of tolls on the territory or increasing the 
length of the concession contracts. Mr Sapin is reluctant to move towards these possibilities. 
Moreover, he said that the idea to implement transit charges at the borders was contradictory 
with several European laws. At last, he reminded that the government was tied by its contract 
with Ecomouv, the company in charge of managing the Ecotax, because its hypothetical 
breach would oblige the government to pay around € 800 million in compensation. He 
concluded by saying that the government will come with other proposals. 
 

RAIL  
 

ASIA-EUROPE MARKETS TO EXPAND TRADE ROUTES  
 
The Asia-Europe market is set to benefit from an increase of services on one of the world’s 
longest railway routes that links the largest global inland port in western Germany to one of 
the major industrial cities in China, being compared to a modern-day “Silk Road”. The Port of 
Duisburg in Germany is linked with Chongqing in China by the Chongqing-Xinjiang-Europe 
international railway. China has proposed developing an economic route along the Silk Road 
which connects the two key markets of Asia and Europe, and a Maritime Silk Road via the 
Indian Ocean, to improve supply chains. The Silk Road revival comes from the ancient trade 
and cultural routes between China and Central and South Asia, Europe and the Middle East. 
Chongqing is the hub for production sites of IT companies such as Apple, Hewlett-Packard and 
Acer and car-parts factories, and is connected to Duisburg, the transport and logistics hub of 
Europe, by the 11,000km railway route. China is Germany’s third-largest trade partner, proving 
the importance of the route in boosting economic growth for both.  
 
The service between Chongqing and Duisburg has already increased from one train per week 
to three, and the aim is to have a daily service. China’s President Xi Jinping met a cargo train in 
Duisburg in late March which was carrying electronics from Chongqing. The rail route takes 
just 16 days despite the vast distance. President Xi Jinping said: “China and Germany, at the 
opposite ends of the belt, are two major economies that serve as the driving engines for 
economic growth respectively in Asia and Europe”. Freight trains are faster than transporting 
cargo by sea, and cheaper than by air. The Chongqing-Duisburg route is 20 days faster than by 
sea, and climate conditions are less damaging for electronics shipped by train. At the moment 
trade is from China to Germany, with as many as 50 40-foot full containers arriving in 
Duisburg, and travelling back to China empty, but this economic belt could produce export 
opportunities for Germany. For example, car producers could transport quality German-made 
parts to the assembly plants in China. The trains are operated by Trans Eurasia Logistics, a joint 
venture between Deutsche Bahn and Russian Railways. 
Lloyd’s LoadingList, 16th April 2014 
 

AVIATION  
 

CARGO GROWTH TREND PAUSES 
 
The International Air Transport Association (IATA) released data showing air freight markets in 
March were up 5.9% compared to a year ago and capacity grew 3.4%. While this marks a 
significant improvement in volumes compared to March 2013, much of the growth took place 
in the final quarter of 2013 (over and above the usual year-end volume growth). Since the 
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beginning of the year, air cargo volumes have been basically flat. This plateau in volumes is 
consistent with the recent pause in improvements to business confidence and world trade.   
 
Business conditions in the US and Europe, however, provide a reason to be cautiously 
optimistic for a resumption of growth in the months ahead. Rising export orders, in particular, 
are expected to give positive momentum to US and European markets. But this is balanced 
against the impact of a slowdown in Chinese manufacturing which is now into its fourth 
month. This has already impacted exports from emerging Asian countries, which contracted in 
February. 
 
“Cargo markets had a boost in the last quarter of 2013, but have now levelled off. It is a 
competitive industry with growing capacity chasing weak demand. The business cycle will 
eventually swing upwards. But the air cargo industry also needs to improve its value 
proposition if it is to attract growth when markets improve. Modernizing air cargo processes 
and infrastructure offers the potential to cut end-to-end shipping times by up to 48 hours. We 
cannot let market doldrums hold us back from this critical competitive gain,” said Tony Tyler, 
IATA’s Director General and CEO. 
 
In the 40 years since the introduction of the 747 freighter, the end-to-end shipping time for 
goods by air has remained unchanged, at six to seven days. During this period, innovators have 
created a new value proposition for shippers and consumers based on an end-to-end model, 
speeding up deliveries through integrating the airline and ground components of freight, 
challenging the existing business model for many participants. At the World Cargo Symposium 
in March, IATA’s Global Head of Cargo Des Vertannes challenged the industry to cut the end-
to-end air freight shipment time by 48 hours by the year 2020, to enhance the 
competitiveness and value of air cargo.  
VIEW MARCH AIR FREIGHT RESULTS (pdf)  

 
CUSTOMS 

 
UCC IT WORK PROGRAMME ADOPTED AND PUBLISHED 
 

The Commission Implementing Decision “establishing the Work Programme for the Union 
Customs Code” has been published in Official Journal.  
 
The UCC (Union Customs Code) provides that all exchange of information between customs 
authorities and between economic operators and customs authorities and storage of such 
information is to be made using electronic data processing techniques and that information 
and communication systems are to offer the same facilities to economic operators in all 
Member States.  
 
The work programme sets out a plan for the implementation of electronic systems in order to 
ensure the correct application of the Code. It contains a list of the electronic systems which 
should be developed by the Member States and the Commission in order for the Code to 
become applicable in practice. The list is based on the existing planning document related to 
all IT related customs projects, called the multi-annual strategic plan (‘MASP’).  

The work programme shall be updated at least every year. 

http://cl.s6.exct.net/?qs=b5e5e841ca618c85f81c8b85561fb8f3fa42d635da4aed5103aee22a83347621
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L:2014:134:FULL&from=EN
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WCO 2014 IT CONFERENCE & EXHIBITION – BRISBANE, AUSTRALIA 
 
Over 400 delegates from 80 countries attended the 2014 IT Conference and Exhibition from 5 
to 7 May 2014 organized in Brisbane Australia with the theme of “Information Technology as a 
Catalyst for Economic Competiveness - Innovation Powering Facilitation of International Trade 
& Tourism”.  
 
The Conference discussed several topics with a special emphasis on the WTO Agreement on 
Trade Facilitation (ATF) and ways in which information technologies can accelerate the trade 
facilitation agenda. The need for consistency and use of existing instruments, tools and 
standards was emphasized, especially in the context of data exchange and management, while 
the balance between control and facilitation functions remains a challenge. Collaboration 
between Customs, other border agencies and the private sector was identified as another 
success factor. The Conference concluded that, in terms of achieving effective results, IT 
solutions are necessary for most ATF provisions. 
 
Participants discussed the growth of E-commerce and the use of mobile telephones for 
purchases as emerging issues which required the attention of Customs, especially in the 
context of supporting the contribution of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) to 
economic growth. A panel addressed data quality, subject to further discussions and progress 
in the WCO forum. It was felt that standards were available, but that they were not applied 
consistently with a lack of commitments for infrastructure investments which could potentially 
provide the ultimate solutions. 
 
The different sessions dealt with issues such as national and international solutions for 
coordinated border management, including Single Window examples; track-and-trace 
technologies; challenges for securing and facilitating the maritime supply chain; and 
innovations applied by Customs as a mean of boosting trade. 
 
The Conference concluded that the digital age is changing the way we do things at the border, 
with the IT as an enabler, rather than as an objective. 
 

More information on the Conference available here. 

 

WEB TOOL FOR WTO AGREEMENT ON TRADE FACILITATION IMPLEMENTATION 
 

The World Customs Organization (WCO) has launched on its website the WCO Implementation 
Guidance for the World Trade Organization (WTO) Agreement on Trade Facilitation (ATF). 
 
The Guidance gives a concrete interpretation of the WTO ATF as well as its numerous links 
with WCO instruments and tools in order to ease its implementation.  The Guidance contains 
the following categories of information for each ATF Article: 
 
(1) Overview 
(2) Text of ATF 
(3) Relevant RKC standards and RKC Guidelines 
(4) Other relevant WCO tools 
(5) Member practices 
(6) Performance indicators   

https://www.etouches.com/ehome/index.php?eventid=78327&
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The Guidance will be updated on a regular basis and a French version will be released shortly. 
The Guidance is available here. 
 

COUNCIL DISCUSSES  AMENDING PROPOSAL OF THE PARENT-SUBSIDIARY DIRECTIVE 
 
On 6 May 2014, the Council of the EU held its meeting on Economic and Financial affairs, and 
discussed a proposal to close a loophole that has allowed corporate groups to exploit 
mismatches between national tax rules so as to avoid paying taxes on certain types of profits 
("hybrid loans") distributed within the group.  
 
The proposed amendment to the EU’s parent-subsidiary directive (2011/96/EU) would prevent 
double non-taxation by providing that the member state of the parent company will only 
refrain from taxing profits from the subsidiary to the extent that such profits are not 
deductible by the latter.  
 
In the light of ministers' comments, the Council called on national experts to examine the 
dossier further and to clarify the text as necessary. The presidency's intention is to seek 
adoption of the amending directive at the Council's meeting on 20 June. 
 
The amending directive is available here 

 
GENERAL  

 
MOVE IN DG MOVE 
 
The European Commission has appointed Magdalena Kopczynska as director for innovative 
and sustainable mobility in the mobility and transport department. Kopczynska, from Poland, 
is currently head of unit for maritime transport and logistics in the same department. 
 
She joined the Commission in 2006 and worked in the internal market and services 
department. Before that, she was director of the Brussels office of the Polish Private 
Employers Confederation, Lewiatian. She has a degree in English literature from Jagiellonian 
University and a post-graduate degree in communications from Warsaw University. Her 
appointment takes effect on 1 May. " 
 

BUSINESSEUROPE RESPONDS TO THE EC CONSULTATION ON ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
 
BUSINESSEUROPE has published a document outlining its views on whether or not to change 
the path to 2020 as well as on the main characteristics of an EU policy framework for energy 
efficiency post-2020, as a response to the EC consultation on the review of progress towards 
the 2020 energy efficiency objective and a 2030 energy efficiency policy framework. 
 
The paper focuses on the following key messages: calling for a clear definition of energy 
efficiency, highlighting the need to focus on implementation pre-2020, confirming that a single 
target for greenhouse gas emissions will provide the market with the necessary investment in 
energy efficiency, noting European industry’s contribution to energy efficiency and asking for 
further efforts to be done in the building sector. 

http://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/wco-implementing-the-wto-atf/atf.aspx
http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/resources/documents/taxation/vat/key_documents/legislation_proposed/com(2013)814_en.pdf
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BUSINESSEUROPE advocates for the interests of all-sized enterprises in 35 European countries.  
Its direct members are national business federations. 
 
Click here to read the position paper 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

 12/13 May,  Short Sea Shipping Conference, Lisbon  

 15 May, Cassandra Final Workshop, Brussels  

 15-16 May, ESPO 2014 CONFERENCE: Gothenburg 

 21-23 May, ITF SUMMIT, Leipzig  

 22 May, EU aviation security validation Workshop, Brussels 

 
.CLECAT MEETINGS. 
 
Board and General Assembly 

 3rd June, Brussels 
Customs and Indirect Taxation Institute  

 13th June, Stockholm 
Board and General Assembly 

Board and General Assembly  

 7 November, WCO, Brussels 
FREIGHT FORWARDERS FORUM  

 6 November, WCO, Brussels 
 

.EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT. 
 
Transport and Tourism Committee Meeting 

 7 July,  

 22 July 
 

Plenary Session 

 1-3 July 
 

COUNCIL    
 
Transport Council:  5 June 2014 

http://www.businesseurope.eu/content/default.asp?PageID=568&DocID=32961
http://www.espo-conference.com/
http://2014.internationaltransportforum.org/

