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TRANSPORT BUSINESS SUMMIT 2014: DRIVING EUROPE’S ECONOMY  
 

 
CLECAT attended the second 
Transport Business Summit on 27 
March 2014 in Brussels.  Hosted by 
European Commission, Vice-
President Siim Kallas and DG MOVE, 
the conference featured a wide range 
of prominent representatives from 

the European transport sector.  In addition, Mario Monti, former prime minister of Italy, 
provided the keynote speech. 
 
The event was opened with a presentation from the World Bank on the Logistics Performance 
Index 2014, by Mr Jean-François Arvis and Mr Lauri Ojala noting that income of a country does 
not make difference alone on logistic performance index.  
 
In his welcoming speech, Commissioner Kallas emphasized the importance of fundamental 
policy principles that must shape the European transport policy in the future.  Those principles 
include the building and completion of an integrated and joined-up transport network, the 
reduction of Europe’s oil dependency, research and innovation in areas such as intelligent 
transport systems, decarbonisation of transport, the dismantling of barriers, and the EU 
standardisation to avoid bottlenecks and delays.  
 
Click HERE for Commissioner Kallas’ speech. 
 
Two lively debates followed, the first titled “Making the most of transport: opportunities for 
European Business”, and the second “New prospects: driving transport into the future”.  
 
Interesting statements from panel members appeared on a large twitter screen #EUTransport  
Including some of the following:   Mr Niklas Gustavsson, Executive Vice President, 
Sustainability & Public Affairs of AB VOLVO ‘slightly stricter emissions legislation in Europe has 
given Volvo Group a competitive advantage worldwide.’   ‘Congestion is Europe’s nr 1 
economic and environmental challenge. Let's invest and remove restrictions!’  
Cindy Miller, President from UPS, ‘99% of EU businesses are SMEs. Need to harmonize & 
modernize customs for them.’   Thomas Rehder, ECSA President: ‘how can shipping move to 
gas if governments are not even willing to provide the gas stations? Environmental regulation, 
fuel costs and finance are main drivers of change in shipping. He recognised that the trend is 
sharing in transport industry but when ‘connecting to compete’ there is a thin line and 
competition rules should be respected! 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-14-253_en.htm
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Maersk CEO Soren Skou identifies lack of e-manifest as significant 'blank spot' of policy at EU 
Transport Business Summit. He however did not refer to the P3 alliance.  
‘We are modern enterprises that gain customers and market shares. With fair conditions, 
railways are a growth market’ said a  Mr Kern , CEO ÖBB-Holding AG and President CER.  
 
The conference has been live-streamed and will be uploaded at the following website: 
HTTP://WWW.TRANSPORTBUSINESSSUMMIT.EU/   

 
 
 
DG MOVE launched in conjunction with the 
event its  ‘TRANSPORT INFOGRAPHICS’ showcasing 
with numbers and figures how EU policy has 
evolved over the last 5 years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ELP DEBATE: ‘HOW TO CREATE OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE LOGISTICS  INDUSTRY?’ 
 

The European Logistics Platform is organizing a dinner debate on 
the 1st April on European Trade Policy. The event entitled ‘How to 
create opportunities for the logistics industry’ is hosted by Andreas 
Schwab MEP.   
 
The European Union is the largest economy of the world and the 

biggest player regarding global exports and imports. The EU's trade with the rest of the world 
accounts for around 20%. The GDP of the European Union is now bigger than the one of the 
US. Fact is that the logistics sector is one of the main cornerstones behind this growth with 
4,6% of GDP. The global logistics industry is even estimated at 13.8 % of global GDP. In view of 
the on-going negotiations with the US on the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership 
(TTIP) the potential of boosting the efficiency and competitiveness of logistics in Europe is 
significant.  
 
Guest speakers include:  
Frank Hoffmeister, Cabinet Karel De Gucht - ”The significance of TTIP for the logistics industry“ 
Elena Bryan, US Mission to the EU - “A viewpoint from the US Mission” 
Sean McGuire, Confederation of British Industry (CBI) - “Business perspective on European 
Trade Policy” 
Michael Nielsen, International Road Transport Union (IRU) - “TIR, the perfect tool for global, 
multimodal trade facilitation“ 
 
For further information and registration please contact: INFO@EUROPEANLOGISTICSPLATFORM.EU 
 
 

http://www.transportbusinesssummit.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/facts-fundings/infographics/doc/transport-eu-policy.pdf
info@europeanlogisticsplatform.eu
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MARITIME 
 

MAERSK WELCOMES FMC AGREEMENT ON P3   
 
Lloyds’s List reported last week on the regulatory approval of the Federal Maritime 
Commission for the P3. The FMC has however asked for stricter monitoring than is usual for a 
standard alliance. The FMC concluded that the proposed alliance between Maersk, 
Mediterranean Shipping Co and CMA CGM would not be anti-competitive.  
 
Maersk Line spokesman Michael Storgaard told Lloyd’s List the three lines “strongly believed” 
that they could continue to serve the North American markets with competitive and reliable 
container shipping services through the P3 partnership. The decision by the FMC “is a very 
important step towards overall approval of P3, which is still subject to regulatory review in 
jurisdictions in Europe and Asia,” he said shortly after the news from Washington. 
 
But Mr Lidinsky said he opposed the alliance because, in reality, it was effectively a merger. 
“This agreement will allow the controlling carrier the ability, when coupled with existing 
discussion agreements, to deploy its assets along with those of the other two carriers, to 
dominate vessel competition and narrow shipper options at US ports,” he claimed. Mr Lidinsky 
went on to say that the agreement set a dangerous precedent, with regulatory authorities in 
the US, Europe, China or elsewhere “hampered in protecting their national maritime interests 
in direct or cross trades”. 
 
As recently as this week, a leading shipper group was urging Washington to impose conditions 
on the P3 lines before giving the alliance the green light. But after a lengthy review, the 
majority of FMC commissioners decided that the alliance was unlikely at this time to “produce 
an unreasonable increase in transportation costs or an unreasonable reduction in 
transportation service”. 
 
However, the FMC went on to say that it had directed staff to issue alternative reporting 
requirements to the P3 agreement parties to assist in future monitoring of the agreement, 
given that there could be a point in the future when service levels were unreasonably reduced, 
or rates raised to unreasonable levels.  The clearance applies only to the US trades covered by 
the proposed P3 Network. The trio aims to operate a joint fleet covering all the major east-
west trades, and approval is still needed by the Chinese authorities. In Europe, the lines have 
to self-assess to ensure there is no abuse of their dominant position. The P3 lines hope to start 
their alliance in the early part of the third quarter of the year in time for this year’s peak 
season.  
Source: Lloyd’s List  

ROAD 
 

ESC/CLECAT/EIA SEND  OPEN LETTER TO COUNCIL  ON REVIEW REG 96/53  
 
The European Shippers' Council (ESC), the European association of freight forwarders and 
logistics service providers (CLECAT) and the European Intermodal Association (EIA) have issued 
a letter on 26 March urging the Council of the EU to amend the EU regulation on 45-foot 
containers in support of intermodal transport. 
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The associations are jointly of the opinion that EU legislation should be amended to create 
legal certainty to allow EU cross border use of standardised 45-foot containers and 
swapbodies. In April 2013, the Commission published a proposal for a Directive amending 
Directive 96/53/EC laying down the maximum authorised dimensions and weights for certain 
road vehicles. Part of the proposal was to allow for the cross-border transport of 45-foot 
containers if the road transport of the container or swap body is part of an intermodal 
transport operation. 
 
The associations support this proposal as it would reduce the administrative burden on the 
industry to employ 45-foot containers, the benefits of which are well acknowledged in terms 
of fuel efficiency, congestion and climate change mitigation. However, they do not support the 
additional condition proposed by the Commission which is limiting the use of these containers 
to road legs which are less than 300 km in the territory of the European Union or just as far as 
the closest terminals between which there is a regular service. 
 
Nicolette van der Jagt, Director General of CLECAT noted that quite a number of existing 
operations and benefits would be rendered impossible by a limit on the road-leg of 300 km 
coupled with proposed restrictions on national derogations and special permits, in particular 
routes that do entail a road leg in excess of 300 km, but nevertheless also have a rail leg in 
excess of 1,000 km with significant impacts on overall GHG emissions. 
 
In addition to this, CLECAT, EIA and ESC cannot support the recent vote in the European 
Parliament Transport Committee replacing the definition of "intermodal transport" as put 
forward in the Commission proposal by the one of "combined transport" used in Directive 
1992/106 (Combined Transport Directive). 
 
Click here for the joint letter 
Click here to access the PDF version of the press release 
 
 

AVIATION  
 

COUNCIL APPROVES NOISE-RELATED OPERATING RESTRICTIONS  
 
On 24 March 2014, the Council adopted its position at first reading on a new regulation which 
harmonises and strengthens rules on how authorities take decisions to set operating 
restrictions at EU airports to limit nuisance from aircraft noise. 
 
The rules are based on principles agreed by the International Civil Aviation Organisation 
(ICAO), known as the Balanced Approach to noise management. They are designed to identify 
the most cost-efficient way of tackling aircraft noise at each individual airport, with operating 
restrictions being a last resort option only. 
 
The purpose of the regulation is to ensure consistent application of the Balanced Approach. It 
aims to strike a balance between citizens' quality of life in terms of protection from aircraft 
noise, and the needs of air transport. It will make the noise assessment process more robust 
and put competent authorities in a better position to phase out the noisiest aircraft in the 
fleet. Incorporation of the international rules should also reduce the risk of international 
disputes in the event of third country carriers being affected by noise abatement measures. 

http://www.clecat.org/images/CLECAT-EIA-ESC_letter_to_Transport_Attachés.pdf
http://www.clecat.org/images/PR_CLECAT-EIA-ESC_letter_to_Transport_Attachés_doc.pdf
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The approval by the Council paves the way for final adoption, which requires endorsement by 
the European Parliament at second reading - expected to take place in April. 
 

CUSTOMS 
 
 EP VOTES PROPOSAL ON MUTUAL ASSISTANCE BETWEEN ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITIES  
  
The IMCO Committee of the European Parliament adopted its draft Report on Commission’s 
proposal to amend the regulation 515/97 on “mutual assistance between the administrative 
authorities of the Member States and cooperation between the latter and the Commission to 
ensure the correct application of the law on customs and agricultural matters”. 
 
The outcome is positive, especially regarding amendments made on the controversial new 
articles 18c and 18h (for more information please refer to CLECAT circular 2014/30). In 
particular, the IMCO committee amended the proposal of the Commission requiring “public 
and private services providers active in the international supply chain … that store data on the 
movement and status of containers or have access to such data, to report Container Status 
Messages (CSMs) to the Commission”, by replacing the term “public and private services 
providers” with “Maritime carriers”. This amendment aligns, at the same time, the proposal 
with the WCO Safe Framework of Standards which limits this requirement to maritime 
transport (for more information regarding the IMCO Committee’s vote, please refer to CLECAT 
circular 2014/47). 
 
The EP plenary vote is planned for 15 April 2014. 
 

GENERAL  
 

AGREEMENT REACHED ON CLEAN FUEL INFRASTRUCTURE 
 
On 26 March, the member states' permanent representatives endorsed the compromise 
reached between the Council and the European Parliament concerning a directive on building 
up minimum infrastructure for alternative fuels across the EU. 
 
The new directive aims to reduce transport's dependence on oil and cutting back its 
greenhouse gas emissions. It also intends to promote economic growth and job creation in the 
EU, in particular in small and medium-sized enterprises. 
 
According to Commission estimates, alternative fuels coming gradually onto the market are 
expected to produce savings on the EU oil bill amounting to about €2.3 billion per year in 
2030, and another €1 billion per year from the dampening of price fluctuations through 
improved security of energy supply. 
 
Under the directive, each member state will adopt a national policy framework for the market 
development of alternative fuels infrastructure, outlining its national targets for putting in 
place new recharge and refuel points and relevant supporting actions. It must send its 
framework to the Commission within two years from the entry into force of the directive. 
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Coordinated by the Commission, the national policy frameworks of all member states will 
provide long-term security for private and public investment into vehicle and fuel technology 
and infrastructure roll-out. 
 
To come into effect, the text still needs to be formally approved by the Parliament and the 
Council (agreement at first reading). The directive will enter into force twenty days after its 
publication in the EU Official Journal. After that, member states will have two years to adopt 
national provisions to comply with the directive. 
 
Click here to access the Council´s press release 
  

STAKEHOLDERS CONSULTATION ON CARBON FOOTPRINT MEASURES 
 
The European Commission has launched a stakeholders consultation this week entitled 
“Promoting the development of harmonised carbon footprinting measures for both freight 
and passenger transport services in Europe.” 
 
In order to contribute to the harmonisation of carbon footprinting measurement for both 
freight and passenger transport services in Europe, the Commission launched a study 
supporting the assessment of impacts for possible actions to be undertaken at the EU level. 
 
Carbon footprinting is a method to generate data about the greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 
of transport operations on an aggregated level of a company, or more detailed, on the level of 
a trip and service, like the delivery of a parcel. Many initiatives, both at the EU and global level, 
have been deployed for identifying carbon footprints of transport services. Also several tools 
are available for comparing various transport modes on the GHG emissions. However, at the 
moment there exists no universally accepted definition of the concept of carbon footprint. 
Existing methodologies and tools for measuring the carbon footprint show manifold 
divergences and inconsistencies between them. 
 
The Commission is of the view that the availability of carbon footprints of transport services 
that are based on a common methodology and the increased use of carbon footprinting by the 
industry may improve the GHG performance of the transport sector.  
 
CLECAT will draft a response to the consultation which be distributed to the members of the 
Sustainable Logistics Advisory Body in the upcoming weeks. The Commission’s deadline for 
response is 13 June 2014. 
 
Click here to access the consultation 
 

ECOTRANSIT WORLD INITIATIVE (EWI) AND GREEN FREIGHT EUROPE  JOIN FORCES  
 
EcoTransIT World Initiative (EWI) and Green Freight Europe (GFE) have decided to form a 
partnership to help align carbon accounting in the transport industry.  EWI with its global 
intermodal carbon and pollutant calculator EcoTransIT World (ETW) and GFE, the voluntary 
program to improve environmental performances of road  freight transport in Europe, are 
working in complimentary fields of calculating, monitoring and reporting of carbon emissions 
in freight transport.  
 

http://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/sustainable/consultations/2014-06-13-harmonised-carbon-footprinting-measures_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/sustainable/consultations/2014-06-13-harmonised-carbon-footprinting-measures_en.htm
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While ETW is based on the best available researched data to reflect the current modal industry 
average, GFE is seeking best available primary data from operating truck carriers, LSP's and 
shippers. Both organizations embrace a sizeable, partly overlapping, membership. 
With the partnership EWI and GFE indicate their willingness to exchange expertise and to work 
towards a common understanding and widely accepted approach that brings together the 
worlds of generic and specific carbon data. Both initiatives are jointly and individually, active in 
aligning metrics throughout the transport industry and thrive towards a globally accepted 
standard/methodology. 
Source: GFE website  
 

ALICE’S 1ST
 GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO TAKE PLACE ON 17 APRIL 

 
On the 17th of April CLECAT will attend the 1t General Assembly of ALICE, the European 
Technology Platform on Logistics.  During the General Assembly the various working group will 
be presenting the progress made so far.  
 
 The 1st ALICE Mirror Group meeting will also take place on the same day, with the title: 
“Synergies between Structural and Cohesion Funds, HORIZON 2020, TEN-T, national and 
regional programs in logistics and supply chain research and innovation”.   
 
The European Technology Platform on Logistics, ALICE, was officially launched in Brussels on 
11 June 2013. The Platform is set-up to develop a comprehensive strategy for research, 
innovation and market deployment of logistics and supply chain management innovation in 
Europe. The platform will support the EU Program for research: Horizon 2020. CLECAT is an 
associate member of ALICE and a number of CLECAT members participate in the expert 
working groups.  
 
ALICE’s Assembly is in conjunction with the Transport Research Arena - TRA conference in 
Paris, “Innovate Mobility, Mobilise Innovation!”  CLECAT has been invited to speak in one of 
the Strategic Sessions entitled “Facing the Crisis: High-Performing Infrastructure Networking”. 
 
Click here to access the TRA website 
 

BUSINESSEUROPE PRESENTS PRIORITIES FOR COMPETITIVE TRANSPORT 

 
BUSINESSEUROPE has launched a document outlining its priorities for more competitive 
transport in the EU.  
 
The key message of the paper is that efficient and competitive transport is of great importance 
for business. The cost and efficiency of transport services and the quality of Europe’s 
infrastructure networks directly affect trade flows, mobility and the competitiveness of 
European companies. Therefore, BUSINESSEUROPE aims at removing remaining regulatory, 
administrative and technical barriers in all transport modes. With this strategy paper, business 
sets out its vision for the future of transport in Europe and calls for a more holistic EU 
transport policy that truly supports a competitive and sustainable transport system. 
 
Click here to read the position paper 

 
 

http://www.traconference.eu/
http://62.102.106.140/docs/1/LLAGIPECKGBMMPKNALBKMAOJPDWK9DB6GW9LTE4Q/UNICE/docs/DLS/2014-00348-E.pdf
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

 1 April, ELP DINNER DEBATE,  European Parliament 

 2 April, MEP Lunch with MEP Gesine Meissner (ALDE/Germany), Brussels 

 2-3 April, MARKET PLACE SEMINAR, Trieste  

 2 April, ECSA Seminar: "Prospects and challenges of the European shipping industry"  

 3 April, WORKSHOP: “Trends and prospects of jobs and working conditions in transport”, 
Brussels 

 14-17 April, Transport Research Arena (TRA): Paris 

 17 April, 1st GENERAL ASSEMBLY of ALICE, Paris 

 15 May, Cassandra Final Workshop, Brussels  

 15-16 May, ESPO 2014 CONFERENCE: Gothenburg 

 21-23 May, ITF SUMMIT, Leipzig  

 
.CLECAT MEETINGS. 
 
Security Institute 

 6 May (morning) 
Air Freight Institute 

 6 May (afternoon) 
Maritime Institute  

 7 May (morning) 
Sustainable Logistics Advisory Body 

 7 May (afternoon) 
Board and General Assembly 

 3rd June, Brussels 
Customs and Indirect Taxation Institute  

 13th June, Stockholm 
Board and General Assembly 

NEW! Board and General Assembly  

 6 November, WCO, Brussels 
NEW! FREIGHT FORWARDERS FORUM  

 7 November, WCO, Brussels 
 

.EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT. 
 
Transport and Tourism Committee Meeting 
 31 March – 1 April 2014 

 10 April 

 7 July, 22 July 
 

Plenary Session 

 2-3 April  (Brussels)   

 14-17 April,  1-3 July 
 

COUNCIL    
Transport Council:  5 June 2014 

http://www.european-logistics-platform.eu/en/events/events_archive/european_trade_policy.htm
http://www.marketplaceseminar.org/
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/media/events/2014-04-03-workshop-jobs-and-working-conditions-in-transport_en.htm
http://www.traconference.eu/
http://www.etp-logistics.eu/alice/en/news___events/activities/
http://www.espo-conference.com/
http://2014.internationaltransportforum.org/

