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RAIL  
 

CLECAT DISAPPOINTED BY EP PLENARY VOTE ON FOURTH RAILWAY PACKAGE  

 
CLECAT has expressed its disappointment about the European Plenary vote on the six 

legislative proposals forming the 4
th

 Railway Package which took place in Strasbourg on the 

25
th

 February.   Amendments adopted by the European Parliament failed to ensure an 

effective independence of the infrastructure manager and financial transparency within 

vertically integrated structures which are essential to ensure an equal and non-discriminatory 

access to the network.   

 

On the revision of Directive 2012/34/EC on governance and market opening, amendments 

(coming from CER) tabled by MEPs Frigo (S&D, IT), Ertug (S&D, DE), Pargneaux (S&D, FR), Zeribi 

(Greens/EFA, FR), Reul (EPP, DE) et al. were supported by majority of Members providing 

flexibility for Member States when it comes to choosing the model of governance for their 

respective infrastructure managers.  

 

Nicolette van der Jagt, Director General of CLECAT said: ‘whereas there will be progress on 

technical harmonisation, the amendments adopted by the European Parliament on the 

governance directive will limit effective competition in the rail sector and therefore undermine 

the whole raison d’être of the European Commission proposals; the need to deliver better 

quality and more choice in railway services in Europe.’   

 

CLECAT welcomed progress on the ‘technical pillar’ of the package (recasts of the safety and 

interoperability directives and a new regulation on the European Railway Agency) which will 

contribute to less administrative costs and procedures for railway undertakings.   Also, there 

was good progress on the proposals to empower the European Railway Agency (ERA) with new 

tasks, such as the issuing of safety certificates and vehicle authorisations valid throughout the 

EU.    

 

Read the full CLECAT PRESS RELEASE  

 

CER PRESS RELEASE : European Parliament paves the way for the future of a healthy European 

railway sector 

  

COMMISSIONER SIIM KALLAS: EP ADOPTS EQUIVOCAL FIRST READING POSITION 4
TH

 RP  
 

In a press statement entitled ‘EP adopts equivocal first reading position on fourth railway 

package’ Commission Vice-President Siim Kallas, responsible for mobility and transport, said: 

‘This is not the strong signal that European rail needs and expects to increase its 

attractiveness. While the EP opens the way for reducing technical obstacles, today's plenary 
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vote is yet another demonstration of the tenacity of the vested national interests that proved 

more appealing to MEPs than the balanced and well-reasoned compromises reached in 

December by the Transport and Tourism Committee (TRAN).’ 

 

DB SCHENKER RUNS 500TH 835M-LONG FREIGHT TRAIN  
 

DB Schenker Rail celebrated the operation of the 500th 835m-long freight train between 

Germany and Scandinavia on February 18. The longer trains began operating on the 210km 

route between Maschen yard near Hamburg and the German-Danish border at Padborg in 

December 2012 following the completion of a €10m project by German infrastructure 

manager DB Networks to adapt the line for 835m-long trains. The project included 

modifications to the track layout at a number of locations as well as repositioning of axle 

counters and adjustments to protection systems at 29 level crossings. DB Schenker says the 

project has increased rolling stock utilisation on the route by 22%, raised train capacity by 25% 

and saved more than 200 train movements since the start of operations. 

 

835m-long trains have been operating in Denmark for some time, but until the launch of the 

project the maximum train length permitted on the German section of the route was 670m. 

Elsewhere in Germany the maximum permitted length for freight trains is 740m, although DB 

says it is working on a project to examine the viability of running 1500m-long trains. 

Source WWW.RAILJOURNAL.COM 

 

AUSTRIA AND SPAIN URGED TOWARDS MORE TRANSPARENCY IN ITS FINANCING FOR RAIL  
 

The European Commission is concerned that Austria and Spain should ensure full transparency 

on the separation of accounts in rail, as it is required by Directive 2012/34/EU. One of the 

main purposes of the EU rules is to ensure transparency in the use of public funds for public 

transport services, so that transport service providers may compete on an equal footing to the 

benefit of end users. To date, contrary to EU provisions, these two countries do not ensure full 

transparency in the presentation of the accounts of railway undertakings mainly as far as 

public funds paid for services under public service obligations are concerned. Keeping 

transparent accounts is the only way to identify how public money is spent and whether it is 

used for other purposes then the ones foreseen. Indeed, the current arrangements in Austria 

and Spain do not exclude that public funds paid as public service obligations dedicated to 

passenger transport services are used to cross subsidise other transport services. Since this is 

contrary to existing EU rules, which aim at establishing an efficient, non-distorted and 

competitive EU internal market for rail, the Commission sent a reasoned opinion to Austria 

and Spain. In the absence of a satisfactory response within two months, the Commission may 

refer them to the Court of Justice of the European Union.  

Source: European Commission, 20/2/2014 

 

ROMANIA REQUESTED TO IMPOSE FAIR RAIL INFRASTRUCTURE CHARGES  
 

The European Commission is concerned about the financial equilibrium of the main Romanian 

infrastructure manager in the years to come. Romania’s rail network is one of the largest in 

the European Union and charges for freight trains are among the highest in Europe. The rail 

network incurred significant deficits increasing year on year while larger parts of the network 

were not maintained in good condition. At the same time, the infrastructure manager lacks 

the incentives to reduce costs and charges. However, the Single European Railway Area 
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Directive requires Member States to ensure the financial equilibrium of the infrastructure 

manager with effective incentives to reduce costs and charges. What is more, whilst all main 

rail corridors of Romania are electrified, diesel pulled trains have to contribute to the financing 

of electric equipment on the track side at the same level as electric trains. Since the EU 

Directive limits charges to the direct costs of the train service, the Commission asks Romania 

not to impose such charges on diesel trains.  

Source: European Commission, 20/2/2014 

 

MARITIME 
 

UPCOMING CONSULTATION:  BLOCK EXEMPTION REGULATION FOR CONSORTIA 
 

Since 1995 the Consortia Block Exemption Regulation has provided a safe harbour for the 

operation of liner shipping consortia which fulfil all the conditions of the block exemption 

regulation. The revised 2009 Block Exemption Regulation for Liner Shipping Consortia is in 

force until 2015 and an official public consultation is planned to start within the coming weeks, 

as announced by DG COMP.   

 

Before the official consultation has even started, the Global Shippers’ Forum (GSF) has called 

for the EU’s block exemption for shipping consortia to be allowed to expire in 2015. GSF said 

that the EU’s Block Exemption Regulation on Maritime Consortia (BER) should be terminated 

and allowed to expire on 25 April 2015 in line with European Commission’s general policy of 

repealing such block exemptions. 

 

“As it is now well established what the acceptable parameters of consortia agreements should 

be, there is no longer any obvious need for a BER ‘safe harbour’ as self-assessment is quite 

sufficient for standard consortia agreements,” said Chris Welch, secretary general of the GSF. 

He added the GSF believed the planned P3 alliance showed carriers do not need the block 

exemption to plan their cooperation. “Consortia agreements above a 30% market share 

threshold fall outside the consortia exemption and are subject to self-assessment, in any 

event,” he said. 

 

SHIPPERS MUST PREPARE FOR MORE TRANSHIPMENT AS SERVICES ARE RATIONALISED 
 

In its latest weekly Container Insight, Drewry notes that transhipment volumes at key 

Mediterranean hubs soared by an average of over 8% in 2013 versus the previous year – with 

certain ports with direct links to major carriers, such as Tanger Med [+38%] and Piraeus 

[+19%], considerably exceeding this figure.  

 

Supplementing this growth at transhipment hubs is the increased rationalisation of service 

networks by carriers replacing direct services to Africa; for instance, with a hub and spoke 

relay. Drewry said: “In addition, 2013 saw Maersk Line, for example, linking the Mediterranean 

with the east coast of North America by relaying Med cargo onto its Middle East/ISC-east coast 

North America service.”   

 

Nevertheless, unless there is no alternative direct connection, transhipment rarely improves 

transit times, and there is always the risk to shippers that something will go wrong in the relay, 

and/or cargo will be damaged by the extra handling. It is the reason why many large shippers 
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stipulate that their containers are not to be transhipped – albeit in practice many are not 

aware that a relay has taken place until something goes wrong. 

 

Meanwhile, Drewry’s quarterly Carrier Performance Insight report on the schedule integrity of 

container liner shipping concludes that the on-time service from carriers is “becoming less and 

less reliable”, and warns that it is only going to get worse.    

 

Drewry reports that containership reliability worsened in every quarter of 2013, with the Q4 

decline dragging the on-time average below 64%; the lowest it has been for two years. “The 

focus on reliability seems to have been lost in the current cost-cutting environment,” said 

Simon Heaney, Drewry’s senior manager of supply chain research, noting that the weaker  

performance in Q4 coincided with a raft of blanked voyages from Asia.  

 

Full article THE LOADSTAR  27/2/2014  

 

 PORTS 2030: GATEWAYS FOR THE TEN-T 
 

A new ports brochure is available on the European Commission website.  The document 

reviews the European Port Policy and supplements a proposal for an EU regulation 

establishing a framework on market access to port services and financial transparency of 

ports. 

 

Click here to access the brochure 

 

SPAIN ASKED TO IMPROVE THE SECURITY OF ITS PORTS 
 

The European Commission has sent a formal request to Spain to ask for the correct application 

of the Directive on enhancing port security (2005/65/EC) in all Spanish ports concerned by the 

Directive. The main objective of the Directive is to introduce common measures to enhance 

port security in the face of threats of security incidents. Many Spanish ports have not yet 

adopted and implemented the assessments and port security plans that are provided for by 

the Directive. This Directive, which is a fundamental policy instrument for maritime security, 

aims to ensure a high and equal level of security for both passengers and cargo in all European 

ports. 

 

Source: European Commission’s DG MOVE website 

 

NAIADES PACKAGE ADOPTED BY TRAN COMMITTEE 
 

The Transport Committee of the European Parliament (TRAN) voted on 20 February last week 

to adopt the NAIADES package.  The package consists of a proposal for a Directive on technical 

requirements for inland waterway vessels and a proposal for a Regulation on community-fleet 

capacity. 

 

Regarding the technical requirements for inland waterway vessels, there was an agreement to 

leave the task of defining technical standards to issue navigation certificates to experts. The 

report requires the Commission to adopt technical standards for vessels powered by liquefied 

natural gas (LNG) by 31 December 2017. It also introduces periodic reporting on cooperation 
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mechanisms with international organisations on the development of standards for inland 

navigation. 

 

About the community-fleet capacity policy, conditions for using the reserve funds were kept as 

simple as possible. The members favoured mechanisms for leveraging these funds with other 

sources, such as the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) or Horizon 2020. In addition, the report 

reinforces measures to improve working conditions, including health protection, as well as the 

adaptation of the waterway fleet to technical progress as regards the environment. 

 

Source: TRAN Newsletter 

ROAD 
 

ILLEGALITY OF RUSSIAN RESTRICTIVE MEASURES RECONFIRMED  
 

Further to the recent decision by the Arbitration Court of the Russian Federation that 

allegations used by the Federal Customs Service of Russia (FCS RF) and its Chairman, to justify 

TIR restrictions on Russian territory, are inconsistent with reality and defamatory (case 

number A40-134939/2013PDF document), the Supreme Arbitration Court of the Russian 

Federation on 24 February once again judged the FCS RF’s decisions and letters issued as from 

14 October 2013 invalid, reconfirming the illegality of the restrictions on TIR imposed by the 

FCS RF (case number VAS-17458/2013).  

 

Further to this significant decision by the highest judicial body of Russia, the IRU has reiterated 

its appeal to President Putin to ensure that the Chairman of the FCS RF fully respects this 

decision and confirms the reinstatement of the full functioning of the TIR System for import, 

transit and export on the entire territory of the Russian Federation with immediate effect. 

Source: IRU website 26/2/2014 

 

AVIATION  

 

SINGLE EUROPEAN SKY II ADOPTED IN TRAN COMMITTEE 
 

The Single European Sky II (SES II) package was adopted by the Transport Committee of the 

European Parliament (TRAN) on 20 February.  The ultimate objective of the second regulatory 

package is to increase the economic, financial and environmental performance of the 

provisions of the Air Navigation Services in Europe.  

 

TRAN Members supported an increased organisational decision-making and budgetary 

independence as well as more responsibilities for national aviation authorities when 

supervising air navigation services providers. These providers need to be accredited by the 

European Agency for Aviation.  

 

In addition, the Committee favoured an impartial and independent performance review body 

to oversee the implementation of the performance plans. It supported the Commission’s plans 

to convert Functional Airspace Blocks into industry-driven partnerships that could extend 

beyond the EU borders. 

 

Source: TRAN Newsletter 
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CUSTOMS 
 

CEN STANDARD OF COMPETENCE FOR CUSTOMS REPRESENTATIVES 
 

The national Members of CEN (European Committee for Standardization) have been invited to 

attend the first meeting of the recently established CEN Project Committee (PC) 432 

“Competency for Customs Representatives”.  The meeting will be held on the 23rd of April in 

Paris at the premises of the French standardization body AFNOR.  The creation of a European 

standard of competence is a joint initiative of CLECAT and the European association of 

customs brokers Confiad.  

 

NEW MASTER COMBINING CUSTOMS AND SUPPLY CHAIN COMPLIANCE 
 

The Rotterdam School of Management, Erasmus University (RSM) in collaboration with TNO 

and Technical Universities in Delft and Eindhoven are offering a new Master in Customs and 

Supply Chain Compliance for professionals in both the private and the public sector. This two-

year programme combines knowledge in the area of customs, supply chain management and 

IT.  An information session on the programme is organized in Rotterdam, on 10 March (more 

details available at the secretariat).  

 

GENERAL  
 

CLECAT/FIATA JOINT POSITION PAPER FOR ITF’S SUMMIT 
 

In response to the International Transport Forum (ITF)’s Consultation on “Transport for a 

Changing World; Capturing the opportunities for better global trade”, CLECAT and FIATA have 

issued a joint position paper.  The document was published in preparation to the upcoming 

ITF’s Annual Summit on 21-23 May.  

 

In the position paper, the associations emphasize the importance for policy makers to capture 

the intimate connection between the level of logistics connectivity and the development 

opportunities in a country/region.  According to the associations, it is rather unfortunate that 

the powerful contribution that logistics provides to development is in general insufficiently 

visible or perceived.  

 

The challenges raised by ITF that CLECAT/FIATA prioritised in the paper are: support logistics at 

the political agenda, prepare for investments in infrastructure and innovation, invest in 

logistics and human resources/education, support industry with standardisation in measuring 

emissions  and support environmentally friendly services, and support logistics in securing of 

compliance. 

 

Ms van der Jagt, Director General of CLECAT said, “When we look at the facts, there is a world 

to win. Take the fact that the cost of transport in developing countries accounts for about 25-

30% of total costs. That alone is shocking. In Western countries it’s about 9%.” 

 

Click here to access the position paper 
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TRANSPORT WEEK GDANSK   
 

CLECAT’s Director General Nicolette van der Jagt will be moderating the Intermodal 

Conference on the 6
th

 March in Gdansk with 2 main sessions addressing issues on  

‘Feedering in the Balic Sea’ and ‘Baltic-Adriatic Corridor and Black Sea market - cooperation 

versus competition.’  The programme is available HERE.  

 

Transport Week 2014 is the 4
th

 edition of the international event, one of the biggest platforms 

of communication created for key European transport market representatives. It will be held 

in the in Gdańsk (Poland) on 4-6
th

 of March, 2014. This edition consists of several conferences, 

including: Clean Shipping Conference, Baltic Container Conference, Intermodal Conference 

and Offshore Wind – Logistic & Supplies Conference, accompanied by an exhibition. 

 

For more information: WWW.TRANSPORTWEEK.EU. 

 

CASSANDRA FINAL WORKSHOP 15  MAY, BRUSSELS  

 

CLECAT and its members are kindly invited to the final project workshop of the EU-funded 

project CASSANDRA on the 15
th

 May in Brussels.   

 

The workshop will present project results by logistics practitioners and Customs authorities, 

their experience from the activities in the Living Lab demonstrations as well as their perceived 

benefits from implementing the CASSANDRA approach; e.g. IT innovation such as the “Data 

Pipeline” for improved efficiency and security for various trade lanes between EU, Asia and 

Africa. 

 

The workshop’s structure and topics will be: 

•        Introduction of CASSANDRA’s mission and objectives – Improving efficiency, security and 

compliance in international trade and logistics 

•        Insight into the CASSANDRA approach and tools – Use dashboards to improve supply 

chain visibility and security 

•        CASSANDRA’s benefits from the practitioner’s view – Reports from logistics partners and 

Customs authorities on perceived benefits and experiences from the Living Lab 

demonstrations 

 

The workshop will take place on Thursday, May 15
th

, 2014 from 13:00 until 16:00 on occasion 

of the ESC annual international trade event in Brussels, Belgium. CASSANDRA invites you to a 

reception after the workshop.  

 

RUETE MOVES FROM DG MOVE   

 
The European Commission has appointed Matthias Ruete as the new director-general for 

home affairs.  Ruete, from Germany, is currently the Commission's director-general for 

mobility and transport (DG MOVE). He will be replaced in that role by Joao Aguiar Machado, 

from Portugal, who is currently a deputy director-general in the Commission's trade 

department. The Commission will determine later the date for these new positions to take 

effect.  
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

• 4 March 2014, FERRMED CONFERENCE: “Efficient multimodal transport in Europe through 

FERRMED standards’  European Parliament, Brussels  

• 6 March, TRANSPORT WEEK, Gdansk  

• 12-14 March 2014, GREENER AVIATION 2014: CLEAN SKY BREAKTHROUGHS AND WORLDWIDE STATUS 

• 19 March, ELA CONFERENCE: “Innovation in Urban Logistics and Multimodal Platforms. 

Less congestion, greater sustainability?”, Brussels 

• 20-23 March 2014, HQ MEETING FIATA , Zurich  

• 27 March 2014, TRANSPORT BUSINESS SUMMIT 2014, Brussels 

• 2 April 2014, MPE Lunch with MEP Gesine Meissner (ALDE/Germany), Brussels 

• 15 May, Cassandra Final Workshop, Brussels  

• 15-16 May 2014, ESPO 2014 CONFERENCE: Gothenburg, Sweden 

• 21-23 May, ITF SUMMIT, Leipzig  

• 2-3 April, MARKET PLACE SEMINAR, Trieste  

 

.CLECAT MEETINGS. 
 

Security Institute 

• 6 May (morning) 

Air Freight Institute 

• 6 May (afternoon) 

Maritime Institute  

• 7 May (morning) 

Sustainable Logistics Advisory Body 

• 7 May (afternoon) 

Road Institute 

• 19 March 2014, Zurich (joint meeting with FIATA) 

Board and General Assembly 

• 3
rd

 June, Brussels 

Customs and Indirect Taxation Institute  

• 13
th

 June, Stockholm 

 

.EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT. 
 

Transport and Tourism Committee Meeting 

• 17-18 March 2014 

• 31 March – 1 April 2014 

Plenary Session 

• 10-13 March 2014 

• 2-3 April 2014 (Brussels)  and  14-17 April 2014 

 

COUNCIL   

Transport Council 

• 14 March 2014  
• 5 June 2014 


