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MARITIME 
 

 EU LEADS INTERNATIONAL COUNTER PIRACY EFFORTS IN 2014   
 
CLECAT attended the 33rd meeting of the Stakeholders Advisory Group on Maritime Security 
(SAGMaS) on 4 February 2014.   The Group received an update from the European External 
Action Service (EEAS) about the CONTACT GROUP OF PIRACY OFF THE COAST OF SOMALIA (CGPCS). The 
EU assumed the chairmanship of the CGPCS on 1st January 2014.   The chairmanship of the 
Contact Group is a joint endeavour of the EEAS and the European Commission and will 
continue the work carried out in 2013 under the chairmanship of the United States.  
 
While the number of hostages has gone down from more than 700 in 2011 to around 50 
today, the European Union is strongly been committed to a 0-0 policy: zero ships and zero 
seafarers in the hands of Somali pirates.  To support these efforts, the EU is considering 
extending its Operation Atalanta, which is expiring on December 2014. 
 

SHIPOWNERS LOOK TO IMO FOR NEXT STEPS ON CO2 FILE 
 
The European Parliament’s Environment Committee has agreed on a compromise position on 
the Commission proposal on monitoring, reporting and verification (MRV) of CO2 emissions 
from maritime transport, which lays the foundation for a global measure to reduce CO2 
emissions from international shipping. 
 
The compromise position enlarges the scope of the Commission proposal for an EU law on the 
matter.  According to the proposal, the MRV system should not only monitor CO2 but also 
Nitrogen Oxyde emissions. Additionally, it supports the inclusion of smaller ships in the system 
by lowering the threshold of 5000 GT (gross tonnage) to 400 GT. 
 
Shipowners fear that by doing so, the EU might undermine its own efforts to pave the way for 
an agreement at the International Maritime Organisation (IMO). 
 
Patrick Verhoeven, Secretary General of the European Community Shipowners’ Association 
(ECSA) said: “We realize that the position taken by the European Parliament is a basis for 
negotiation with the Council of Ministers. We are however concerned about several of the 
contents, namely the inclusion of other emissions and the lowered threshold to 400GT, which 
might prove to be an obstacle for a speedy agreement at IMO level”. 
 
Click HERE to read response from ECSA. 
 

http://www.thecgpcs.org/about.do?action=background
http://www.ecsa.eu/news-and-media/latest-news/9-latest-news/118-shipowners-look-to-imo-for-next-steps-on-co2-file
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ROAD 
 

UK INTRODUCING LEVY TO CHARGE ALL LORRIES  
 
On the 1st April 2014, the UK will be introducing a new time based user charge for Heavy 
Goods Vehicles (HGV) which ensures that for the first time foreign HGV’s using the UK road 
network will have to contribute to the cost of maintaining them.  The charge is aligned with EU 
legislation regarding road charging often referred to as a Eurovignette, and is based upon 
vehicle weights and axle configuration.  There are seven levy bands which align with UK’s 
domestic vehicle excise duty bands. 
 
Northgate Public Services have been awarded the contract to develop and manage payments 
made by foreign operators.  The aim is to allow foreign truck operators or drivers to purchase 
the Levy in advance of entering the UK via the internet, telephone or terminals.  The system 
will create a database to enable the identification of hauliers who have not paid.   
 
Click HERE to access Northgate’s site and commence registration processes and also more 
information can be obtained at HTTPS://WWW.GOV.UK/GOVERNMENT/COLLECTIONS/HGV-
ROAD-USER-LEVY 
 
 

REGIONAL EUROPEAN ELECTRONIC TOLL SERVICES (EETS) RECEIVE EU CO-FUNDING     
 
The European Union is set to co-finance with over €2.2 million from the TEN-T Programme a 
series of studies aiming to help realise EETS on a cross-border regional scale. The studies, 
selected for funding under the 2012 TEN-T Multi-Annual Programme, specifically cover the 
electronically tolled primary road network of seven Member States (Austria, Denmark, France, 
Germany, Italy, Poland and Spain) plus Switzerland (receiving no EU support). It aims to deploy 
EETS on the ground, taking into account the perspective of full European coverage. Two main 
phases are foreseen: 

 Analysis of contractual, procedural and technical topics, in order to develop  
recommendations and solutions that can facilitate the introduction of EETS. 

 Deployment of an open information platform that covers all the participating 
countries and a pilot demonstration of EETS compliant services covering a selection of 
the supporting countries  

 
 

TRANSPORT MEPS URGED TO FIND A COMPROMISE ON REVIEW 96/53 
 
CLECAT has urged Members of the Transport Committee of the European Parliament to find a 
compromise on the review of Directive 96/53.   This review provides for a good and unique 
opportunity to review the Directive for the benefit of the transport sector and society as a 
whole whilst addressing environmental and safety issues.    The Transport Committee has a 
good record in finding workable solutions and compromises and it is important that once again 
a compromise that will work for all parties concerned will be reached.   CLECAT also believes 
that the Parliament should acknowledge and respect Member States’ positions and concerns 
in this matter.  The proposal leaves it to Member States to decide whether longer vehicles are 
appropriate in their circumstances or not, just as they do today.   
 

http://www.northgate-ispublicservices.com/uk-hgv-levy.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/hgv-road-user-levy
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/hgv-road-user-levy
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RAIL 
 

CLECAT, ERFA AND ESC SET FOR NEW INITIATIVE PRIOR TO 4TH
 RP VOTE IN PLENARY    

 
CLECAT, ERFA and ESC are reviewing a new initiative on the 4th Railway Package in view of the 
vote in the Plenary of the European Parliament later this month.  CLECAT welcomed the  
balanced and market driven compromise on the 4th railway package reached in December by 
the Transport Committee.  
 
Aware of the fact that incumbents associations are seeking to introduce to amendments to the  
acceptable compromise on governance which was reached at the end December, the three 
associations will continue their joint efforts to ensure that the Transport Committee Report 
will be adopted without any further amendments.  
 

6TH FIATA/UIC MARKETPLACE SEMINAR  
 
Registration for the FIATA/UIC Marketplace Seminar entitled "Strategic Interchange between 
Sea and Rail Freight: What's new?" is now open. The seminar will be held in Trieste, Italy on 
2nd and 3rd of April, 2014. The aim is to bring together railway undertakings, terminal 
operators, freight forwarders and rail freight customers to exchange views and individually 
improve their business opportunities.  CLECAT will be one of the speakers in the session on EU 
corridors and EU initiatives to improve rail freight in the EU.  
For registration: WWW.MARKETPLACESEMINAR.ORG 
 
 

UPGRADED NOVARA INTERMODAL HUB IN ITALY  
 
The European Union will support with €2m from the TEN-T Programme a project to expand 
part of the intermodal terminal in the northern Italian city of Novara. The project also 
contributes to the realisation of the “Railway axis Lyon/Genova-Basel-Duisburg-
Rotterdam/Antwerp” (TEN-T Priority Project 24). The project, which was selected for funding 
under the 2012 TEN-T Multi-Annual Call, is the first phase of a larger initiative aimed at 
upgrading the Novara Intermodal Terminal. The complex of terminals and the freight village 
(Interporto) in Novara will benefit from the rail traffic increase generated by the opening of 
the new Gotthard Base Tunnel. The project involves the expansion of the capacity and the rail 
accessibility of the West terminal in order to remove the current technical bottlenecks 
hindering the development of intermodal traffic. This will be achieved via the installation of a 
600 metre long track, revamping and increase of the intermodal yard and the installation of 
fixed equipment for transhipment. Completion of the project will result in increased hourly 
handling capacity at the terminal, halved waiting time for trucks and a decrease by 40% of the 
turnaround time for inbound/outbound trains. 

 
AVIATION  

 
MEPS STAND UP FOR EU AVIATION EFFORTS   
 
The 38th International Civil Association Organisation Assembly agreed on adopting a global 
market based measure (MBM) in 2016, which will be implemented by 2020. In response to 

http://www.marketplaceseminar.org/
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that, and in order to further promote the global MBM momentum, the Commission proposed 
lowering the proportion of emissions, both from flights to and from 3rd countries, to which 
the EU Emission Trading Scheme shall apply for the period up to 2020. Thus international 
flights will only be covered within European airspace with application from 2014, while the 
Stop the Clock (which means only intra-EU flights under the ETS) is extended for another year 
including 2014.  
 
The European Parliament’s environment committee has voted a report from MPE Liese,  that 
proposes that  all carbon dioxide that aircraft emit in European airspace should be subject to 
emissions trading, and not simply emissions from intra-EU flights .    
 
Transport and Environment’s secretary-general John Hanlon has supported the vote in the 
ENVI Committee and said: ‘To prolong the one-year-only “stop the clock” as the basis of the 
ETS is not only discriminatory but environmentally ineffective, as it captures only 20% of EU 
aviation emissions of CO2 while letting long-haul flights off the hook.’ 
 
Click HERE for more information 

CUSTOMS 
 

CLECAT CUSTOMS AND INDIRECT TAXATION INSTITUTE 
 
The CLECAT Customs and Indirect Taxation Institute met on the 5th of February under the 
chairmanship of Steve Parker (BIFA). The delegates discussed, inter alia: 
 
- The state of play of the CEN standard of competency; 
- The Union Customs Code (UCC) and its implementing provisions title by title; 
- The state of play of the consultation on the review of advance cargo information filing 

arrangements in the air and maritime modes; 
- The tendency to tighten up transit procedures; 
- The upcoming European legislation on customs infringements. 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for the 13th of June 2014. The draft minutes will be circulated to 
the CLECAT members shortly. 
 

EC TO START NEGOTIATIONS WITH NON-EU PARTNERS ON VAT COOPERATION 
 
On the 6th of February 2014, the European Commission formally requested the authorisation 
of the EU to start negotiation with Norway and Russia on administrative cooperation 
agreements in the area of Value Added Tax (VAT). 
 
The EC estimates that cooperation agreements with the EU's neighbours and trading partners 
would improve Member States' chances of identifying and clamping down on VAT fraud, and 
would stem the financial losses this causes. This is particularly true, according to the EC, in the 
context of the fast growth of the international e-commerce and the important risk for VAT 
fraud related to it. 
 
The objective of the EC through these cooperation agreements is to extend the EU tools 
created for fighting VAT fraud, and contained in the Regulation on administrative cooperation 
in the field of VAT currently applied only between Member States, to third countries partners. 

http://www.transportenvironment.org/news/meps-stand-eu-aviation-efforts
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Amongst the tools envisaged, each signatories of the agreement would be allowed to access to 
the data bases of other partner countries and to exchange information (either automatically or 
on request) on taxpayers' activities. 
 
For now, exploratory talks have been initiated with Norway, Russia, Canada, Turkey and China. 
Both Norway and Russia have already indicated that they are now ready to start official 
negotiations. 
 
For more information, please follow this LINK. 
 

GENERAL 
 

EU CONSULTATION ON A NEW FUNDING SCHEME   
 
In the period 2003-2013 the European Commission used the Marco Polo programme as an 
instrument to improve environmental performance of the freight transport services at the EU 
level. The main objective of this programme was to improve the environmental performance 
of freight transport, to reduce road congestion and to enhance intermodal transport.  A new 
funding scheme for freight transport services is foreseen in the 2014-2020 financing period.  
 
Its design will take account of new developments in the market, results of the Marco Polo 
programme and the new transport policy framework established inter alia by the revised 
Trans-European Transport Network Guidelines and the Connecting Europe Facility. 
 
CLECAT has been invited to participate in a consultation to point out the obstacles to 
sustainable freight transport and to comment on the Marco Polo programme in view of  
market needs and objectives of a new funding scheme for freight transport services 
HTTP://EC.EUROPA.EU/TRANSPORT/THEMES/SUSTAINABLE/CONSULTATIONS/2014-04-02-
FUNDING-SCHEME-FREIGHT-TRANSPORT-SERVICES_EN.HTM 
 
 

GLOBAL ANTI-CORRUPTION INITIATIVE  
 
The International Road Transport Union (IRU) and UN Global Compact have launched the 
Global Anti-Corruption Initiative today to combine efforts in fighting extortion and corruption 
along major road transport corridors and secure the sustainable development of global supply 
chains to the benefit of economies worldwide. Currently, transport operators suffer from 
lengthy non-harmonised administrative procedures and overregulation, which create an 
environment conducive to corruption or other illicit activities on roads. Recent IRU figures 
show that drivers spend up to 57% of time en-route queuing at borders in some regions, with 
up to 1/3 of freight costs going towards illicit payments across Eurasia. The Initiative will 
collect information on cases of corruption along major international trade routes on 5 
continents.   
 
An online questionnaire completed by road transport companies and truck drivers will help 
identify the areas of business and administrative activities, as well as geographic locations, 
that are most vulnerable to extortion and bribery. Results will be compiled into a final report 
providing specific recommendations to combat such corruption. UN Global Compact Executive 
Director, Georg Kell, said, “We welcome the opportunity to collaborate with the IRU to fight 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-121_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/sustainable/consultations/2014-04-02-funding-scheme-freight-transport-services_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/sustainable/consultations/2014-04-02-funding-scheme-freight-transport-services_en.htm
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corruption through this initiative. This can go a long way to eliminating extortion, which 
remains a major barrier to sustainable development throughout the supply chain.” 
 
Igor Runov, IRU Under Secretary General heading the IRU Permanent Delegation to the UN, 
concluded, “The road transport industry is committed to working together with the UN Global 
Compact and governments to address corruption. The practical results of this initiative will 
benefit international road transport operators and economies all around the world.” 
HTTP://WWW.IRU.ORG/EN_MEDIA_PRESS_PR/CODE.1190/LANG.EN 
 

TRANSPORT BUSINESS SUMMIT 2014 
 
The second Transport Business Summit “Driving Europe’s Economy” will take place in Brussels 
on 27 March 2014.  Hosted by the European Commission, the Summit will bring together 
business leaders and decision-makers to discuss how transport can contribute to Europe’s 
goals for jobs and growth. 
 
More information will be available shortly. 
 

GETTING A GRIP ON RISING ENERGY PRICES AND COSTS 
 
A new EU report on the rising retail energy prices in Europe suggests ways to cut consumer 
costs and keep EU businesses competitive in the global market. 
Between 2008 and 2012 retail energy prices in Europe rose significantly despite falling 
wholesale electricity prices and stable wholesale gas prices. Differences between EU countries  
are also marked, with some consumers paying 2.5 to 4 times more than others. 
Focusing on gas and electricity, the EU’s report on energy prices and costs analyses why retail 
prices are rising and suggests how consumers and industry can save energy and money. 
 
The energy price gap between the EU and other major economies is growing. According to the 
International Energy Agency, this disparity is expected to reduce the EU’s share in global 
exports for energy-intensive goods such as ceramics and aluminium steel. Though the EU still 
leads in exports of energy- intensive goods, efforts to mitigate higher energy costs through 
energy efficiency improvements may need to go even further. The EU must continue its efforts 
with international partners on energy subsidies and export restrictions. Where necessary, it 
must also help protect certain industrial consumers through fiscal transfers and exemptions 
and cuts in taxes and levies. 
HTTP://EC.EUROPA.EU/NEWS/ENERGY/140129_EN.HTM 
 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

 4 March 2014, FERRMED CONFERENCE: “Efficient multimodal transport in Europe through 
FERRMED standards’  EU Parliament in Brussels  

 6 March, TRANSPORT WEEK, Gdansk  

 20-23 March 2014, HQ meeting FIATA , Zurich  

 27 March 2014, Transport Business Summit 2014, Brussels 

 21-23 May, ITF SUMMIT, Leipzig  

 2-3 April, MARKET PLACE SEMINAR, Trieste  

 

http://www.iru.org/en_media_press_pr/code.1190/lang.en
http://ec.europa.eu/news/energy/140129_en.htm
http://www.ferrmed.com/?q=en/conferences
http://www.transportweek.eu/program-konferencji.html
http://2014.internationaltransportforum.org/
http://www.marketplaceseminar.org/
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.CLECAT MEETINGS. 
 
Security Institute 

 6 May (morning) 
Air Freight Institute 

 6 May (afternoon) 
Maritime Institute  

 7 May (morning) 
Sustainable Logistics Advisory Body 

 7 May (afternoon) 
Road Institute 

 19 March 2014, Zurich (joint meeting with FIATA) 
Board and General Assembly 

 3rd June, Brussels 
Customs Institute  

 13th of June 2014 

 
.EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT. 
 
Transport and Tourism Committee Meeting 
 10-11 February 2014 

 17-18 March 2014 
 
Plenary Session 

 24-27 February 2014 

 10-13 March 2014 

 2-3 April 2014 (Brussels) 

 14-17 April 2014 
 

COUNCIL   
 
Transport Council 

 14 March 2014  

 5 June 2014 
 

Environment 

 3 March 2014 

 13 June 2014 
 

Environment 

 3 March 2014 

 13 June 2014 
 
 


