
 

 

 

 
Newsletter Issue 49 / 19 December 2014 

 
 

THE CLECAT TEAM WISHES YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY 2015 

 
 

WE TAKE A BREAK..OUR OFFICES ARE CLOSED FROM THE 26th Dec - 5TH JAN 
 

ROAD 

 

CLECAT CONCERNED ABOUT MINIMUM WAGES LAW IN GERMANY  
 
CLECAT has written to the Director General of DG MOVE of the European Commission expressing 
concern about the lack of communication on the implementation of the law and how it will apply to 
non-German companies, which have workers in Germany, in the transport and logistics sector.  
 
CLECAT understands that international transport companies that are not established in Germany 
need to comply with the minimum wage law. In this respect, we would like to ask the Commission to 
provide clarification on the European framework conditions under which the German minimum 
wages can be applied to international road transport and companies that are not established in 
Germany.   However, we are still not clear on whether the regulation will apply to transit and 
cabotage activities.  CLECAT has asked the Commission whether the German law is compatible with 
Preamble (17) in (EC) 1072/2009 on access to the international road haulage market and the 
provisions of Directive 96/71/EC concerning the posting of workers.   
 
Companies that are not based in Germany need to notify German customs authorities on the 
workers that will enter Germany. They are allowed to provide information up to six months in 
advance. Documentation needs to be available and – on request – be delivered to the relevant 
customs office (Bundesfinanzdirektion West in Cologne). The law states that the party giving 
instructions/consignor (e.g. a freight forwarder) is co-responsible for respecting the law. Both can be 
penalised with a maximum penalty of €500.000 for non-compliance.  In view of the difficulty to 
comply with these measures, at least at short notice given the need to arrange for new clauses in 
contracts, does the Commission consider this requirement to foreign companies reasonable, and if 
so can it explain for what reason?  
 
Since the economic risk for industry is large, CLECAT has asked the Commission to call on Germany 
not to enforce the law until clear information has been provided to industry and to set reasonable 
deadlines for this, so as to allow industry to prepare itself.  
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NEW REPORTING REQUIREMENTS IN HUNGARY  

CLECAT has written to DG TAXUD to express its concerns about the new reporting requirements 
which Hungary will introduce as of January 1st 2015.    
 
CLECAT understands  that within the new Hungarian registration system EKAER (Electronic route 
registry system for reviewing the road transportation of goods) all companies which may be qualified 
as sender or consignee of any kind of goods under road transport shall register the goods and obtain 
a so-called EKAER number. This EKAER number must be passed on to the transport company for 
control purposes. The EKAER number is valid for 15 days. Separate EKAER numbers may be necessary 
for each consignor-consignee chain.    CLECAT and IRU do not yet have official details, in English on 
the procedure, liabilities etc.    
  
CLECAT also expressed its disillusionment over these new burdensome reporting requirements 
applicable to intra-EU movements of Union goods. We fear that this may lead to a proliferation of 
national rules which may have a considerable impact on our members’ business and services and 
which are threatening the Union acquis. 

EP PLENARY ADOPTS MOTION ON THE CLASSIFICATION OF SERIOUS INFRINGEMENTS 

The European Parliament adopted on Wednesday this week a Resolution on the draft Commission 
regulation supplementing Regulation (EC) No 1071/2009 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council with regard to the classification of serious infringements of the Union rules, which may lead 
to the loss of good repute by the road transport operator and amending Annex III to Directive 
2006/22/EC of the European Parliament (D034120/02 – 2014/2859(RPS)). 
 
The resolution is available HERE.  
 
In the debate with the Parliament EU Commissioner for Transport Violeta Bulc pointed out that the 
effective enforcement of the EU rules of road transport is a priority for the Commission and the 
proposal of common classification of serious infringement is there to help Member States to improve 
compliance and increase safety of European roads.  
 
Commissioner Bulc also stressed that the Commission has worked two years in order to come up 
with a balanced proposal on the classification of serious infringements and the proposal is clearly in 
line with objectives and within the limits of mandate Parliament and co-legislators gave to the 
Commission. The Commissioner expressed concern about the legal uncertainty and ineffective 
exchange of data between Member States in case of rejection of the Commission proposal.  
 
MEP Wim van de Camp highlighted that the TRAN Committee considered the list of serious 
infringements a good start but under the present situation it is not a sufficiently clear and exhaustive 
list. MEP Gesine Meissner also emphasized that the list is a step in the right direction because it 
opens the possibility to decide how the rules should be applied but she also stressed the importance 
of revision. Chairman of the TRAN Committee Michael Cramer also supported a review of the list to 
ensure inclusion of infringements such as illegal cabotage.  
 
Commissioner Bulc clarified that the Commission considers illegal cabotage a serious infringement 
but that is not included in the proposal as it is not linked to road safety risks.    

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P8-TA-2014-0101&format=XML&language=EN
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The Plenary Session of the EP with the interventions can be viewed here. 

TRAFFIC OFFENCE DIRECTIVE: COUNCIL CONFIRMS AGREEMENT WITH PARLIAMENT 
 
On 17 December the Permanent Representatives Committee approved a compromise agreed with 
the European Parliament on a draft directive on the cross-border exchange of information on road 
traffic offences. A new directive became necessary when the Court of Justice ruled last May that the 
directive's legal basis should be transport, not police cooperation, and allowed a one-year transition 
period to get the new legal act in place. Swift negotiations – first within the Council and then with 
the Parliament – led to a deal only five months after the Commission presented its proposal. 
 
Improving road safety 
The objective and scope of the directive remain unchanged. The aim is to improve road safety and 
ensure equal treatment of drivers irrespective of the member state in which the vehicle is registered. 
Under the directive, member states may access each other's national vehicle registration data in 
order to track persons liable for certain offences that jeopardise road safety. This data-sharing covers 
eight major road-safety-related offences: speeding, not using  a seatbelt, failing to stop at red lights, 
drink driving, driving under the influence of drugs, not wearing a safety helmet, using a forbidden 
lane, and illegally using a mobile phone, or any other communications device, while driving. 
 
Rules to apply to all EU countries 
The new legal basis – transport – means that the directive will apply to all 28 member states. As the 
United Kingdom, Ireland and Denmark have a special position with regard to police cooperation, 
these countries have not been applying the previous directive. As they will need to make an 
additional effort to put the system in place, they will have two more years to adopt their national 
provisions: until 6 May 2017 instead of 6 May 2015. 
 
Next step 
The new directive still has to be formally approved first by the Parliament and then by the Council 
(first-reading agreement). Final adoption is expected to take place in the next few months. 
It will enter into force four days after it is published in the EU Official Journal. 
 
Source:  Council of the European Union Press Release, 17/12/2014 
 

SAFER AND GREENER LORRIES – COUNCIL CONFIRMS DEAL WITH PARLIAMENT 
 
On 17 December the Permanent Representatives Committee approved, on behalf of the Council, a 
compromise agreed with the European Parliament on exceptions to current maximum sizes of lorries 
and buses to improve road safety and cut greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
There was agreement on the new lorry cab design with a rounded nose will reduce drivers' blind 
spots. Vehicles with the new features will have to be type-approved before they can be put onto the 
market. The Commission will propose the necessary changes to the current type-approval rules. 
The provisions concerning the rear devices will start to apply as soon as the technical and 
operational requirements have been adopted. The cab redesign provisions will begin to apply three 
years after the relevant type-approval rules are in place. 
 
Cleaner fuels 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/nl/plenary/video?intervention=1418668508376
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/trans/146370.pdf
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The use of clean fuels, such as electricity and hydrogen, will be promoted by authorising a weight 
increase of up to one tonne for vehicles using such fuels, if it is proved that those technologies need 
this extra weight. However, this additional weight cannot be used to increase the load capacity of 
the vehicle. 
 
Promoting intermodal transport 
Combining road transport with transport by rail, inland waterways and sea makes it possible to use 
the entire transport system more efficiently. The new rules will authorise an increase of 15 cm in 
vehicle length for the transporting of 45-foot containers in the context of an intermodal operation. 
Until now, transporting such containers on the road required cumbersome administrative 
procedures. 
 
Checking vehicles for overload 
In order to enable the inspection authorities to detect overload better, member states must start to 
identify vehicles in circulation that are likely to have exceeded the weight limit and should therefore 
be checked. This identification may be carried out by means of weighing mechanisms built into the 
road or through on-board sensors in vehicles that communicate data remotely to the authorities. 
Such on-board data should also be made available to the driver. Every year each member state must 
perform an appropriate number of vehicle weight checks. The number of such checks should be 
proportionate to the total number of vehicles inspected in the member state's territory annually. 
The vehicle-check provisions will apply six years after the entry into force of the directive. 
 
Extra-long vehicles 
The current rule on extra-long vehicles does not change. This means that member states may 
continue to allow the use of vehicles exceeding EU standards in their own territory as long as doing 
so does not significantly affect international competition. This concerns the transporting of large 
loads for instance by specialised forestry vehicles or through the use of long combination vehicles. 
 
The press release does not make specific mention of EMS vehicles but CLECAT understands that the 
Commission text from June still stands which means that when two neighbouring member states 
agree, these vehicles can be used in cross-border transport.  
 
Entry into force, enactment deadline and review 
The directive will enter into force twenty days after its publication in the EU Official Journal. After 
publication, member states will have two years to transpose it, i.e. adopt national provisions to 
comply with it. It will be reviewed three years after the transposition deadline. 
 
Next steps 
The new directive still has to be formally approved first by the Parliament and then by the Council 
(second-reading agreement). The final adoption is expected to take place in the next few months. 
Source:  Council of the European Union Press Release, 17/12/2014 

 
GERMAN CABINET APPROVES ROAD TOLL AIMED AT FOREIGNERS 

On December 17, the German government approved a new plan on road tolls. The federal 
government expects the new toll system, which will tax drivers electronically, to collect €3.7 billion a 
year. The largest part of that sum will flow back to German citizens, who will be able to deduct the 
toll costs from the vehicle tax they are already paying. 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/trans/146371.pdf
http://www.bundesregierung.de/Content/DE/Artikel/2014/12/2014-12-17-kabinett-pkw-maut.html


5 
 

  

On Wednesday, the German cabinet approved two law proposals: one by transport minister 
Alexander Dobrindt for the road toll, one by finance minister Wolfgang Schauble to adapt the vehicle 
tax law. In the end, only foreign drivers will pay the toll. From 1 January 2016, all foreign drivers on 
German motorways will be obliged to have a vignette, bought on-line or at a petrol station. 

It is the idea that foreigners will be paying, but Germans will not, which has drawn the attention of 
Brussels. Transport commissioner Violeta Bulc and her predecessor Siim Kallas have been closely 
following the evolution of the debate.  Commissioner Bulc was concerned that the toll may 
discriminate non-German drivers from the EU, making it incompatible with EU law. However, in the 
newest version of the bill, foreign citizens who pay taxes in Germany will also be entitled to the tax 
relief making it compatible with EU law. 

The road toll idea originated in Bavaria, which is situated in the heart of Europe and sees a lot of 
transit traffic. The approval of the two law proposals comes despite protests from the EU and 
neighbouring countries like Austria and the Netherlands that have already announced they might 
bring take legal action. 

Source: EUobserver, 17/12/2014 
 

MARITIME 

 

MAERSK & HAMBURG SUD LEAD DREWRY’S NEW CARRIER RELIABILITY RANKINGS 

 
Maersk Line and Hamburg Sud are ranked as the two most reliable container shipping carriers, 

according to performance rankings published in the new online version of the CARRIER PERFORMANCE 

INSIGHT published by shipping consultancy Drewry. 
 
Maersk Line and Hamburg Süd were by far the most reliable carriers in the three months to October 
2014 with overall on-time performances of 80.4% and 78.5% respectively. The next best performing 
carrier was Cosco at 69.9%, with its CKYHE Alliance partners, Evergreen, K Line, Hanjin Shipping and 
Yang Ming, not too far behind in that order. 
  
Drewry has developed the new online version of its Carrier Performance Insight in collaboration with 
shipment management software solutions provider CargoSmart, using Automatic Identification 
System (AIS) data to measure on-time port arrivals against schedules on 350 different port pair 
combinations. The service provides carrier performance benchmarking on a port-to-port, trade lane, 
service and industry-wide basis, and is updated every month. 
 
Industry-wide containership reliability improved gradually in the three month period to October. The 
latest data shows that aggregate on-time performance for the Asia-Europe, Transpacific and 
Transatlantic trades improved to 64% in October, up from 63% in September and 55% in August. 
 
“It is a positive to see reliability improving, but the industry’s on-time performance is still 
unacceptably low for many shippers,” said Simon Heaney, senior manager of supply chain research 
at Drewry. 
 
Despite the steady monthly improvement, the rolling three-month performance (August-October) 
was lower than for the previous three months at 60.6% versus 61.1%. The average deviation 

http://euobserver.com/news/126969
http://cpi.drewry.co.uk/
http://cpi.drewry.co.uk/
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between the scheduled day of arrival (ETA) and actual day of arrival (ATA) remained at 1.1 day for 
the same period. 
 
The Asia-Europe trade was the least reliable during August-October with only 58% of ships arriving 
on-time, compared to 62% in the Transpacific and 77% in the Transatlantic. Looking ahead, the 
recent drop in fuel prices could have some positive influence on reliability. Heaney elaborated: 
“Lower fuel costs won’t immediately see containerships running at their design speeds. But at the 
very least carriers should now be more willing to speed up if they fall behind schedule.” 
 
Source: DREWRY’S CARRIER PERFORMANCE INSIGHT 
 

AIR 
 

AVIATION INITIATIVES IN EUROPEAN COMMISSION 2015 WORK PROGRAMME 

 
On 16 December the European Commission presented its 
WORK PROGRAMME FOR 2015. The programme, presented to 
the European Parliament by the First Vice President of the 
European Commission, Frans Timmermans, sets out the 
initiatives planned for next year. In line with the philosophy 
of better regulation and “doing less, better”, the 2015 
programme contains just 23 NEW INITIATIVES, a considerable 
reduction compared to previous years. Of notable interest to 
the transport sector is the planned Aviation Package, which 

will contain a strategy for improving the competitiveness of the aviation sector, as well as revision of 
the European Aviation Safety Agency Regulation. Few details are currently available as regards the 
objectives of the Package, although the Commission has expressed concern at the impact on 
European carriers of competition from the Gulf state airlines.  
 
The work programme also sets out a LIST OF PENDING PROPOSALS FROM THE LAST COMMISSION WHICH ARE TO 

BE WITHDRAWN. Eighty pending proposals are marked for withdrawal, whether because they do not fit 
the new Commission’s political priorities, because they have been on the negotiating table for too 
long with no progress in sight, or because they do not deliver necessary results in their current form. 
Among those which do not meet the Juncker Commission’s priorities is the proposed Regulation on 
ground handling services. The proposal, part of the 2011 Better Airports Package, would have 
extensively opened up the ground handling market at EU airports, but was greatly watered down in 
the European Parliament and remains dormant in the Council due to strong opposition from 
Member States. Of the other proposals in the Airports Package, the Noise Regulation has been 
adopted into law and the proposed Slots Regulation remains under negotiation in the Council. 
 
Also scrapped in the new Work Programme is the 2009 proposal on aviation security charges. The 
proposed Directive would have introduced rules on non-discrimination, transparency, cost-
relatedness and consultation of airport users in setting of airport security charges, but has been 
blocked in the Council since 2010. 
 
The EUROPEAN VOICE reported today that the ECJ advocate general says the European Commission 
does have the right to withdraw legislative proposals, rejecting a challenge launched by member 
states.  
 

http://cpi.drewry.co.uk/
http://ec.europa.eu/atwork/pdf/cwp_2015_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/atwork/pdf/cwp_2015_new_initiatives_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/atwork/pdf/cwp_2015_withdrawals_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/atwork/pdf/cwp_2015_withdrawals_en.pdf
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/court-backs-commissions-right-to-withdraw-draft-legislation/?utm_source=email&utm_medium=alert&utm_campaign=Court+advisor+backs+Commission%27s+right+to+withdraw+draft+legislation
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SUSTAINABLE LOGISTICS 
 

EEA: BENEFITS OF A LARGE-SCALE MODAL SHIFT NOT PRECISELY KNOWN   
 
As reported in last week’s newsletter the new edition of European Environmental Agency TERM 
report has a particular focus on long-distance travel. This area puts major pressure on the 
environment. While the vast majority of journeys are short distance, long distance freight and 
passenger transport demand together account for up to three-quarters of greenhouse gas transport 
emissions and a large proportion of air pollutant emissions.  
 
CLECAT would like to draw attention the note in the EEA Report which says that “the environmental 
benefits of a large-scale modal shift” (from road to non-road modes) “are not precisely known and 
may differ considerably from that suggested by the existing average performance per mode, 
depending on a number of factors”.  With this the European Environmental Agency recognises that 
modal shift from road to other non-road modes of transport is not necessarily better from an 
environmental point of view.   
To read the report, please follow the link:  
HTTP://WWW.EEA.EUROPA.EU/HIGHLIGHTS/MORE-ACTION-NEEDED-TO-REDUCE 
 

GENERAL 
 

ALICE RECOMMENDATIONS TO H2020 WORK PROGRAMS 2016-2017 
 

 
ALICE, Alliance for Logistics Innovation through 
Collaboration in Europe, is the European Technology 
Platform for Logistics, launched on June 11, 2013, and 

receiving official recognition from the EC in July 2013. It has been set-up to develop a comprehensive 
strategy for research, innovation and market deployment of logistics and supply chain management 
innovation in Europe.  
 
Following its mandate, ALICE submitted today its recommendations Horizon 2020 Work Program 
calls 2015-2016.  CLECAT has been consulted and contributed to the document during the different 
stages including ALICE workshops and working groups.   
 
CLECAT members will receive the recommendations and will be invited to disseminate these 
recommendations with the Transport Programme Committee members in respective country and 
other relevant Program Committees within Horizon 2020.  
 

CAPPING INTER-BANK FEES FOR CARD-BASED PAYMENTS 
 
The European Commission welcomed the political agreement reached on the 18th December 2014 by 
the European Parliament and the Council on the Commission proposal for a Regulation on 
Interchange Fees for Card-based Payment Transactions. The Regulation intends to introduce 
maximum fees for consumer debit and credit cards. , makes it possible for merchants to accept only 
consumer cards, and establishes transparency rules for all transactions. The Regulation should cut 
the cost of payments substantially for merchants, especially SMEs and that in turn should lead to a 

http://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/more-action-needed-to-reduce
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fall in consumer prices. And it offers banks a stable and sustainable business. The cap on fees is set 
to apply from autumn 2015. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 
CLECAT MEETINGS  
 
Customs and Indirect Taxation Institute  

 20 February 
Security Institute  

 10 March a.m, Brussels  
Air Logistics Institute  

 10 March p.m. 
Maritime Institute 

 11 March a.m. 
Sustainable Logistics Institute  

 11 March p.m. 
Road Institute/Joint meeting with FIATA 

 17 March p.m. Zurich  
Rail Institute / joint meeting with FIATA 

 23-24 April Vienna  
Board General Assembly  

 2 June 2015, Brussels  
Freight Forwarders Forum  

 19 November 2015   
 

OTHER EVENTS with CLECAT PARTICIPATION  
 
LANDSEC Informal Working Group, Brussels 

 19 January 2015 
CORE Working Group, Thun, Switzerland,  

 22-23 January 2015 
Alice Conference, Schiphol Airport Amsterdam 

 11 February 2015 
ITF Summit Leipzig  

 27-29 May 2015         
                                       

European Parliament TRAN Committee 

 19 January 2015, (afternoon) Monday, 19 January 2014, afternoon 
o Announcement of 1st reading on Weights and Dimensions Directive / Leichtfried  
o Exchange of views with Mr Doppelbauer - Executive Director of ERA  
o Exchange of views with the Commission, DG MOVE, on the state of play on aviation 

agreements  
o Approval of the agreement on cross-border exchange of information on road safety 

related to traffic offences - vote / Ayala Sender  
o Presentation by Italian Minister for Transport, Mr Lupi, on IT Presidency conclusions 
o Presentation by Latvian Minister for Transport on LV Presidency priorities 
o  

Council   (Lithuanian Presidency) 

 Transport Council, 13 March 2015 
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 Transport Council, 11 June 2015. 
 


