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NEWS FROM BRUSSELS  

 
CLECAT MEETS  MR JOÃO AGUIAR MACHADO, DIRECTOR GENERAL DG MOVE 

 
CLECAT with Mr João Aguiar Machado, Director General DG 
MOVE yesterday to introduce CLECAT and its policy priorities 
for the future.  CLECAT emphasised on the fact that the EU 
has every interest in making sure that European logistics 
remain very competitive and are able to access new markets 
and benefit from sources of growth. In this context, logistics is 
a key aspect to lead value chains and access these markets in 

a competitive way.  The Commission has over recent years spent a lot of efforts in exploring 
how to improve logistics chains by improving interoperability and by seeking to advance 
freight transport logistics through the deployment of Intelligent Transport Systems and 
cooperative systems. CLECAT believes that smart, integrated information and communication 
systems are an indispensable backbone to achieve true coordination and collaboration along 
and across supply chain.  CLECAT also emphasized the need for deepening of the internal 
market in Europe – in particular for rail freight and road transport, and the need to cut 
administrative burden and red tape. CLECAT also supports the Commission’s ambition to boost 
supply chain sustainability. However, it was noted that carbon emissions can only be improved 
if properly measured.  
 

JOINT INDUSTRY LETTER ON 4TH
 RAILWAY PACKAGE ISSUED AT RAIL FREIGHT DAYS  

 
A joint industry letter, co-signed by CLECAT,  was send this morning to Transport Ministers 
urging them to make progress with the Governance pillar of the 4th RP.  The letter reads that 
the ‘The 4th RP is an opportunity to establish the right framework conditions for competition 
and entrepreneurialism, essential for the efficient provision of goods and services.’  It 
continues, ‘In the face of rail’s continued stagnation and even decline in some parts of the EU 
and in some types of services,  and the continuing reduction in choice for freight customers, 
we urge Transport Ministers to push forward with the Governance pillar of the 4th RP.   
The open letter is available HERE. 
  

RAIL FREIGHT DAYS – BRUSSELS, 27-28 NOVEMBER 2014 
 
On the 27th and 28th of November, CLECAT attended the Rail Freight Days co-organised by the 
European Commission, CER and UNIFE in Brussels. Violeta Bulc, the new European 
Commissioner for Transport, made an introductory speech in which she mentioned the 
principle challenges faced by the rail sector in Europe. According to her, the rail sector has to 
focus its progress on quality, costs and services in a harmonised environment, legal and 

http://clecat.org/images/Joint_open_letter_CLECAT_ESC_-_4th_RW_Package.pdf
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technical, which has to be ensured by the European Commission and the Member States. She 
presented the work done by the European Commission these last years aiming at ensuring 

that the rail sector would be competitive, efficient and 
attractive in the future, quoting inter-alia: the 4th Railway 
Package, the Connecting Europe Facility, the Rail Freight 
Corridors, the ERTMS, the development of European 
wagonload transport and the Shift2Rail initiative. She 
stressed that interoperability is crucial for rail in Europe and 
committed to work on the continuous improvement of 
technical standards. In the meantime, she suggested to the 
railway sector to be more customer-oriented and to 

develop new business models in line with customers’ expectations.  
 
The speech of European Commissioner Violeta Bulc is available HERE.   
 
SNCF and SNCB also made introductory speeches where they mentioned several barriers 
jeopardizing the development of the railway sector such as prevailing national interests and 
the lack of level playing field between different modes of transport. ERFA stated that one of 
the biggest challenges for the rail sector would be to ensure a real competition within the 
railway market, in which the accession of new entrants was difficult because of incumbent 
operators’ privileges and tough market access conditions.  
 
A first panel discussion was dedicated to the 9 Rail Freight Corridors and their first year of 
operation (for 6 of them). The conclusions showed that the establishment of the corridors led 
to a coordinate approach between stakeholders represented in the Executive Boards of the 
corridors. However, operators were not seeing the concrete benefits of the corridors, in terms 
of revenue or cross border facilitation, yet. 
 
A second panel discussion was focused on the creation of an interoperable network for rail 
freight. It was stressed that technology which could make interoperability a reality already 
exists but the problem was more related to national mentality and lack of funding. Speakers 
insisted on the necessity to develop single on-board units and to harmonise signalling. 
 
Today a session was dedicated to the European wagonload transport. A panel discussed what 
can be done to revitalise wagonload traffic and turn decline into growth? What are the main 
challenges in this field? Which improvements are on the way and what are the success factors 
for the future of wagonload. Paolo Guglielminetti from PwC presented the results of a study 
commissioned by the European Commission. It is clear that there is no simple solution but that 
the Commission will focus on last mile issues, new business models and wider investment 
facilitation. The Commission will come up with a proposal on investing in the coming months.  
 

EC TAKES AUSTRIA TO COURT FOR NOT ENSURING FINANCIAL TRANSPARENCY 
  

The European Commission has decided to take Austria to the Court of Justice for failing to 
comply with EU rules on financial transparency in the rail sector. Austria does not ensure that 
public funds paid as public service obligations dedicated to passenger transport services are 
correctly shown in relevant accounts. For this reason, it cannot be excluded that public funds 
are used to cross subsidise other transport services. This could distort competition, potentially 
giving an unfair competitive advantage to those receiving the public subsidies. Such a situation 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-14-2220_en.htm
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would be contrary to existing EU rules, which aim at establishing an efficient, non-distorted 
and competitive EU internal market for rail.  
 
The Commission considers that Austria has failed to comply with key provisions of the 
Directive 2012/34/EU and Regulation (EC) N. 1370/2007 on financial transparency. Austria fails 
to ensure that public funds paid for the provision of passenger transport services, under PSO 
(public service obligations) are correctly shown in the relevant accounts. For this reason, it is 
not possible to identify how public money is spent and whether it is used for other purposes 
than the ones foreseen. 
 
Source: EUROPEAN COMMISSION PRESS RELEASE, 26/11/2014 

 
MARITIME 

 

CLECAT AND PORT USERS CALL FOR STRONGER PORTS MARKET ACCESS REGULATION 

 
CLECAT has joined with other port users’ associations in calling on the European Commission 
and European Parliament to maintain pressure in opening up market access at EU ports. 
CLECAT, the European Community Shipowners’ Associations, European Shippers’ Council and 
the European Community Association of Ship Brokers and Agents have written to relevant 
European Commissioners and MEPs setting out port users’ views on the current status of the 
proposed EU Ports Regulation. 
 
The EU Council recently adopted its general approach, which somewhat waters down the 
Commission proposal. Port users are therefore calling on MEPs to ensure that the regulation 
covers all ports in the Trans-European Transport Network, that a meaningful mechanism for 
port user consultation is ensured, and that supervisory authorities are in place to oversee 
implementation of the regulation. As the European Parliament’s work on the proposal was 
stalled by the intervening European elections, port users are calling on the Parliament to 
resume work rapidly and to reinstate these elements of the proposal. Furthermore, as the new 
European Commission First Vice-President, Frans Timmermans, is tasked with identifying open 
proposals which may be axed in order to reduce the EU’s level of regulation, port users call on 
him to keep the proposal on the table. 
 
CLECAT and the other associations will meet with the European Parliament’s rapporteur, Knut 
Fleckenstein MEP (Socialist, Germany), and the Liberal group’s shadow rapporteur, Gesine 
Meissner MEP, on 4 December in order to discuss these issues. 
 
Dockers’ and seafarers’ unions have meanwhile been calling on the Commission to abandon its 
plans for market access opening and, in particular, legal actions which it has launched 
regarding port labour organisation schemes. In a resolution adopted at its Fair Practices 
Steering Group on 20-21 November, the International Transport Workers’ Federation calls on 
the European Commission, national governments and industry to focus on addressing the 
combined impacts of insufficient cargo growth, automation and overcapacity in European 
ports, and to work with unions to minimise the social consequences of this. 

 
 
 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-2132_en.htm
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ESC CALLS FOR GREATER ALLIANCE MONITORING  

 
Anne Lexelius, the new chairwoman of the Maritime Transport Council of the European 
Shippers’ Council, has called for greater monitoring of the global alliances to clarify the impact 
they have on service levels and pricing. Ms Lexelius, a specialist in bulk maritime transport and 
a member of the Swedish Shippers’ Council, said the group’s main focus for 2015 would be 
competition in the maritime liner market, container weighing and the environment. 
  
Ms Lexelius said that with shipping lines aligning themselves into four major groupings on the 
east-west trades there needed to be greater scrutiny and monitoring. “Having several bodies 
around the world closely monitoring the correlation between rate and capacity can only bring 
transparency in the market and legal certainty for shipowner,” Ms Lexelius said. “This system 
must not only cover huge alliances, but also vessel-sharing agreements and other forms of co-
operation in maritime world.” Ms Lexelius pointed out that the US Federal Maritime 
Commission had proposed a control system for the now defunct P3 alliance, but had yet to 
clarify whether it would monitor the new alliances in the same way. 
 
However, she was hopeful the commission would be receptive to the establishing a 
monitoring system for the alliances, even though the none of the proposed alliances would 
have as big a market share as the estimated 37% that the P3 carriers would have had on the 
Asia-Europe trade lane. 
 
She was less hopeful that the European competition authorities would adopt the same stance 
as their American counterparts, pointing out that Brussels had recently renewed a block 
exemption from competition rules for liner shipping. The ESC is to meet with DG Competition 
of the Commission to present plans for a monitoring system for alliances. 
 
Ms Lexelius has also indicated that implementation of the IMO container weighing regulations 
from July 2016 will be a key issue for the ESC, which wishes to avoid differences between 
countries around the globe. CLECAT has been working with the ESC, Cefic and Global Shippers’ 
Forum in developing guidance materials for implementing the regulations across IMO member 
states. 
 
Regarding sulphur emission controls, Ms Lexelius said that shippers in the control areas could 
also become less competitive than those in countries not affected by the stricter regulation. “It 
is clear that the sulphur regulation will increase cost of shipping and must not only be seen as 
a cost for shipowners,” she said. In general though, she said that shipping was doing a “great 
job on the environment”. But she warned against regional implementation of environmental 
regulations or monitoring programmes, such as the European Commission’s proposal for a 
CO2 monitoring, reporting and verification system. 
 
CLECAT will attend an ESC WORKSHOP on the impact of the sulphur regulation on December 2 in 
Brussels.  
 

ALL EYES ON IMO AS EUROPE MOVES AHEAD WITH CO2 MONITORING REGIME FOR SHIPS 

EU co-legislators reached an informal agreement last week on the Commission proposal for a 
Regulation on the monitoring, reporting and verification (MRV) of CO2 emissions of maritime 
transport. 
 

http://www.europeanshippers.eu/news/sulphur-workshop-2-december-2014-brussels/
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The agreement paves the way for a European MRV system that will become operational as of 
2018, applying to ships above 5000 GT arriving and departing from EU ports, regardless of 
their flag and ownership. 
 
The Regulation is meant to be a stepping stone towards a global MRV instrument, which is 
currently being discussed at the International Maritime Organisation (IMO).  Apart from data 
on CO2 emissions and distance sailed, the negotiators agreed that the Regulation will also 
require ships to report cargo-related information. 
 
“Whilst the inclusion of cargo-related information allows the measurement of energy 
efficiency of vessels, there are concerns regarding data reliability and confidentiality as well as 
reporting responsibilities and obligations”, said ECSA Secretary General Patrick Verhoeven in 
an initial reaction and continued by saying that “This explains why IMO approaches the issue 
with great care.” 
 
“As ECSA we would have preferred the inclusion of cargo-related data to have simply been 
postponed until an agreement was reached at IMO. We do however acknowledge that the 
negotiators took some of our concerns into account and have strengthened provisions on 
international alignment. We will carefully assess these changes as soon as the full text of the 
agreement becomes available. We believe it is essential that industry is closely involved in any 
further steps, for instance on defining the metrics of cargo data” added Mr Verhoeven. 
 
“Most importantly, we call upon the European Commission to actively engage in a confidence-
building exercise with non-European Member States at IMO, to ensure that the common 
objective of establishing an international MRV instrument will be achieved” he concluded.  The 
trialogue agreement on the EU MRV Regulation still needs formal endorsement from the 
European Parliament and Council of Ministers. This process will not entail further changes to 
the specifics of the agreement and is expected to be finalised by January next year. 
 
Source: Port News, 24/11/2014 
 

CMA CGM TO BUY OPDR 
 
After reporting a major jump in returns and volumes earlier this week, CMA CGM has also now 
confirmed the purchase of short-sea operator Oldenburg-Portugiesische Dampfschiffs-
Rhederei for an undisclosed sum. OPDR focuses on container shipping and door-to-door 
logistics linking North Europe, the Canary Islands, the Iberian Peninsula and Morocco.  Farid 
Salem, CMA CGM Group Executive Officer said the deal, which is subject to approval by the 
relevant regulatory authorities, would reinforce the Group’s presence in the growing intra-
European short-sea transport market. 
 
“This is a continuation of our strategy to broaden our regional network, a strategy which 
began with the acquisition of MacAndrews in 2002,” he added. The French liner company said 
OPDR, which has been part of the Bernhard Schulte ship   management group since 1996, was 
expected to handle over 240,000 TEU this year, slightly less than the 290,000 TEU predicted 
for MacAndrews. “As with MacAndrews, we plan on maintaining and developing the OPDR 
company as well as creating new synergies with both MacAndrews and the CMA CGM Group,” 
said Salem.  
 
Source: LLOYDS’ LLOYDING LIST, 26/11/2014 

http://en.portnews.ru/digest/14844/
http://www.lloydslist.com/ll/sector/containers/article452940.ece


6 
 

  

ROAD 
 

EP DRAFT MOTION ON COMMISSION  PROPOSAL AMENDING  REG 1071/2009   
 
On December 2, the European Parliament will submit a motion to reject the DRAFT OF THE 

COMMISSION REGULATION SUPPLEMENTING REGULATION (EC) NO 1071/2009 AND AMENDING ANNEX III TO 

DIRECTIVE 2006/22/EC OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL (see ANNEXES). This is the 
Regulation addressing the classification of serious infringements of the Union rules, which may 
lead to the loss of good repute by the road transport operator.  In late September of this year, 
the Commission submitted the draft proposal and its annexes to the European Parliament and 
the Council. While Coreper adopted the Commission’s proposal during its meeting on 
November 19-21st and suggested the Council to adopt it, most Members of the European 
Parliament expressed dissatisfaction with the Commission’s proposal.   
 
Members of the European Parliament highlighted several serious offences that were not 
covered by the classification, in particular failures to respect social legislation, the use of fake 
driving licences and commercial exploitation by letterbox companies. They questioned why 
breaches of the Weights and Dimensions Directive were not considered as a very serious 
infringement and thought that provisions were rather vague and definitions missing.  
 
The Commission explained that the draft Regulation had been developed after consultations 
with Member States' experts and stakeholders within the strict framework of the basic legal 
acts relating to road safety. It also said that the intention was to allow enforcement authorities 
some flexibility in assessing the circumstances of infringements. 

 
RUSSIAN GOVERNMENT ISSUES AN ORDER TO RE-ESTABLISH TIR AS SOON AS POSSIBLE  
 
According to information available at the IRU, the Russian Government has issued an order on 
17 November to the Federal Customs Service and the Ministry of Transport to: 
 

o Finalise as soon as possible the tender procedure to establish the TIR association in 
line with Russian law and the TIR Convention; 

o Ensure that the uninterrupted functioning of the TIR Convention on the Russian 
territory until the tender is completed. 

 
The IRU trusts that, thanks to this constructive intervention by the Russian Government, the 
tender procedure can now be finalised without further delay, to allow the full reintroduction 
of TIR on the whole territory of Russia in the nearest future, in the interest of the Russian 
economy and international trade. 
 
The IRU will continue to work in close public private partnership with the competent Russian 
authorities to implement appropriate procedures to ensure that the TIR System works even 
more effectively and securely in the future. 
 
Source: IRU News, 21/11/2014 

 
 
 

http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-13412-2014-INIT/en
http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-13412-2014-INIT/en
http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-13412-2014-INIT/en
http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-13412-2014-ADD-1/en/pdf
https://www.iru.org/en_news_item?story=3163
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AIR 
 

COMMISSION PURSUES MEMBER STATES ON AVIATION SECURITY, SINGLE SKY 
 
The European Commission has launched infringement procedures against several Member 
States for failure to respect aviation legislation. Following an inspection in Germany, the 
Commission discovered that some aviation security measures were not adequately monitored 
by national authorities. The Commission has therefore formally requested that Germany 
ensure the regular monitoring of all aviation security measures at German airports, in order to 
ensure the swift detection and correction of potential failures in the application of security 
measures, and to make sure that airports, airlines and other entities are in line with common 
EU standards. Germany has two months in which to improve its systems and inform the 
Commission of action taken, and may be referred to the EU Court of Justice if the Commission 
is still unsatisfied with Germany’s action. 
 
The European Commission has officially requested Bulgaria to adopt the necessary rules to set 
up penalties in case of violation of the EU Regulation on management of air traffic flows in the 
EU. It specifically requires airlines to respect the flight plans and airport slots assigned to them, 
and Member States to establish penalties in case of violation. A national penalty system is 
necessary to combat the use of abusive or multiple flight plans, and the misuse of airport slots. 
These practices decrease the efficiency of the air traffic management with negative effects on 
operators (fuel costs, delays) and on the environment. Overcoming these blockages is a key 
goal of the Single European Sky. 
 
The national legislation had to be in place by September 2011, but Bulgaria has failed so far to 
do so. Bulgaria has two months to notify the Commission of the measures taken to apply the 
Regulation; otherwise the Commission may decide to refer Bulgaria to the EU's Court of 
Justice. 
 
Regarding the Single European Sky, EU Member States are to adopt a General Approach on the 
SES II+ proposals at the Transport Council meeting on 3 December. This will form the Council’s 
initial position ahead of the European Parliament adopting its position and subsequent 
compromise negotiations. So far, Member States have sought to reduce the ambitions of the 
Commission proposal, by making the requirements on operational planning and unbundling of 
support services voluntary, and postponing revision of the SES’s performance targeting 
scheme. 
 

CUSTOMS  
 

VAT REFUND – INFORMATION ON THE ENTRY OF LITHUANIA INTO THE EUROZONE 
 
Lithuania will join the Eurozone from the 1st of January 2015. The European Commission 
reminds to operators claiming cross-border VAT refund to Lithuania that “Cross border VAT 
refund claims under Council Directive 2008/9/EC shall be expressed in the valid currency of 
the Member State of Refund at the time of the relevant invoice(s). Thus, claims that relate to 
invoices issued before 1 January 2015 shall therefore be expressed in Litas, and not euros, no 
matter when the claim is submitted. 
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SUSTAINABLE LOGISTICS 
 

CLECAT WILL PARTICIPATE AT THE NEXT GLEC MULTI-MODAL ACTION GROUP  

 
On December 9th, CLECAT will participate at the next Multi-modal Action 
Group of the Global Logistics Emissions Council (GLEC) which will be held at 
Schiphol Airport.  Main topics for discussion will include: 
 

 The content of the GLEC harmonised framework for freight transport 
emissions   methodologies- the main deliverable of GLEC for 2014 

•         The GLEC roadmap for 2015-2017 (prioritised actions and 
responsibilities) 
•         Initial outcomes from the study we commissioned on identifying emission conversion 

factors for the main transport fuels on a global level 
 
CLECAT joined GLEC earlier this year with the aim to support the initiative to create one  
universal and transparent way of calculating freight emissions across the global multimodal 
supply chain. It aims to create a GLEC framework for freight emission methodologies. The 
GLEC consults with industry and other stakeholders to integrate the framework into existing 
tools, industry, national programs, ISO standards and the Greenhouse Gas (GHS) Protocol.  
 

ACEA INVITES STAKEHOLDERS TO AN INTEGRATED APPROACH ON CO2 EMISSIONS  
 
CLECAT will meet with ACEA early next month to discuss an integrated approach to reduce 
CO2 emissions in road transport.  
 
ACEA recently confirmed that Europe truck manufacturers are on track with their “Vision 20-
20” to reduce fuel consumption from new HDVs by 20% over the period 2005-2020 or at an 
annual rate of 13%.  However, the industry advocates a far more ambitious future approach to 
CO2 reductions; trailer designs, alternative fuels, transport operations and infrastructure also 
play a decisive role together with the new commercial vehicles. All relevant stakeholders 
should be mobilised to work on a fully integrated approach to deliver stronger CO2 reduction 
by Europe’s transport industry. 
 
Data from the new Transport & Mobility Leuven (TML) quantify as follows and for the first 
time the potential of such an integrated approach for the period 2014-2020: 6% reduction for 
vehicles related measures across the entire fleet; 2.5% reduction through alternative fuels; 
and 13% reductions through operations. This translates into a more than 20% cut in CO2 
emissions from the road transport sector over the next six years, or an annual reduction rate 
of 3.5% 
 

GENERAL 
 

HEARING ON ACCESSIBILITY AND CONNECTIVITY IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE  
 
The TRAN Committee will hold a public hearing on Tuesday 2nd December on TRANSPORT 

ACCESSIBILITY AND CONNECTIVITY IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE.  
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201411/20141121ATT93824/20141121ATT93824EN.jpg
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201411/20141121ATT93824/20141121ATT93824EN.jpg
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The three panels’ presentations include: 

 General overview of the transport infrastructure and accessibility in the Member 
States of Central and Eastern Europe 

 The development of transport infrastructure and the missing cross-border links - the 
voice of the regions and civil society 

 Transport infrastructure as a prerequisite for the socio- economic development, 
sustainable growth and competitiveness - views of users and business 

 
Key speakers of the hearing include: Tälis Linkaits, Head of Secretariat of the Baltic Sea Region 
Spatial Planning Initiative “VASAB”; Prof. Dr. Jacek Szlachta, Warsaw School of Economics; 
Mathias Jurek, UNEP Wien Interim Secretariat of the Carpathian Convention; Zoltán Pajna, 
President of the Hajdú-Bihar County, Hungary; Cornel Popa, President of the Bihor County 
Council, Romania, Oradea; Władysław Ortyl, Marshal of the Podkarpackie Region, Poland; 
Daniel Popov, CEE Bankwatch Network; János Vincze, European Passengers' Federation Board 
Member; Pavlin Zdravkov Tsonev, Executive director, The Executive Agency for Exploration 
and Maintenance of the Danube River; László Mosóczi, President of the Hungarian Rail 
Association “HUNGRAIL”. 
 
Programme of the hearing is available HERE 
 

ICARGO – INVITATION TO A WEBINAR ON MONITORING SERVICE, 5 DECEMBER 2014   
 

CLECAT members are invited to join a webinar on iCargo 
Monitoring Service, the 5th of December 2014 from 10:00 to 
10:30 CET.  
 
The webinar will provide an introduction to the Monitoring 

Service, a component of the iCargo ecosystem that collects, standardizes and interprets events 
in the context of uncertainty & ambiguity. The presentation will be performed by Frank 

Knoors, Managing Director, LOGIT ONE. 
 
Attend this seminar if you want to be able to identify the different elements involved in the 
execution of a transport service, and how to use the Monitoring Service to control them. You 
will learn, for example, how the service can be set up, how you can be informed on deviations 
in the execution of your planned shipments, and how you can drill down to relevant details 
about a deviation. 
 

For registration and more information regarding the webinar please follow this LINK. 
 

TRADE FACILITATION AGREEMENT - WTO WORK IS “BACK ON TRACK”, SAYS AZEVÊDO 
 
WTO Director-General Roberto Azevêdo, at a meeting of the General Council on 27 November, 
congratulated members for adopting decisions related to public stockholding for food security 
purposes, the Trade Facilitation Agreement and the post-Bali work. He said: “We have 
delivered today on a promise we made in Bali. Now let’s make it count”. 
 
WTO Members formally agreed on the last controversial points blocking the final endorsement 
of the Trade Facilitation Agreement. 3 main endorsements have been reached: 

- Adoption of a Decision on Public Stockholding for Food Security Purposes;  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201411/20141121ATT93826/20141121ATT93826EN.pdf
http://logit-one.com/
http://i-cargo.eu/content/c25-monitoring-service
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- Adoption of the Protocol of Amendment, inserting the Trade Facilitation Agreement 
into the WTO rulebook;  

- Adoption of a Decision on Post-Bali work, agreeing the deadline to finalise the work 
program will be July 2015. 

 
Mr Azevêdo added that, by agreeing these three decisions, WTO Members “have shown the 
willingness to compromise — and a real commitment to the multilateral trading system. It has 
been a tough period for our negotiating work, but we have got the right result today”. 
 
The agreement reached at the WTO allows the full implementation of the provisions of the 
Trade Facilitation Agreement. The WTO announced that the work would start right now. 
 

The full speech of Mr Azevêdo to the WTO General Council is available HERE. 

 
COMMISSION PRESIDENT JUNCKER OUTLINES INVESTMENT PLAN 
 
The European Commission’s investment plan will propose leveraging €21bn to generate a 
€315bn investment boost for the European Union’s economy, Jean-Claude Juncker, the 
President of the Commission, told MEPs on 26th November.  
 
Juncker described the plan as an “investment offensive” and “the greatest effort in EU history 
to mobilise the EU budget to trigger new investments.” “We are offering hope to millions of 
Europeans disillusioned after years of stagnation,” said Juncker.  
 
He announced that the money, made up of a €16bn guarantee from the EU budget and a €5bn 
contribution from the European Investment Bank (EIB), would focus on funding investment in 
infrastructure. It will target broadband and energy networks, transport infrastructure in 
industrial centres, renewable energy projects, education and training, and funding for SMEs 
and middle capitalisation companies.  
 
Juncker suggested that the fund, due to last three years from mid-2015, could be renewed for 
a further three years. He stressed that the fund was one element in an overall strategy to 
return Europe to growth.  
 
The Commission and the EIB will also develop a “transparent pipeline identifying viable 
projects at EU level” into which the fund will invest. In parallel, the Commission will propose 
legislation to reduce red-tape and make the EU more business-friendly.  
 
Juncker expressed hope that Member States themselves would boost the fund. Significantly, 
he announced that such contributions would be excluded from calculations of Member States’ 
deficits.  
 
Source: European Voice, 26/11/2014 
 

TRANSFORUM ORGANISES A CONFERENCE ON THE FUTURE OF TRANSPORT IN EUROPE 
 
On December 8, the TRANSFORuM consortium jointly with the European Economic and Social 
Committee will organise a conference in Brussels entitled "Transformation is Possible. 
Roadmaps for the Future of Transport in Europe."  Main topics of discussions in the plenaries 

http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news14_e/gc_rpt_27nov14_e.htm#statgc_chair
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sessions include challenges and solutions in the European transport and around the world as 
well as recommendations for the future. 
 
The consortium will release four stakeholder-driven roadmaps towards the implementation of 
the EU’s White Paper on Transport. These roadmaps are the final output of a two year-long 
stakeholder consultation process about the following four goals of the White Paper: 

- Clean urban transport and CO2-free-city logistics 
- Shift of road freight to rail and waterborne transport 
- Complete and maintain the European high-speed rail network 
- European multimodal information, management and payment systems 

 
TRANSFORuM is a consortium of twelve partners representing several leading universities as 
well as independent research institutes and think-tanks. Aim of TRANSFORuM is to contribute 
to the transformation of the European transport system towards more competitiveness and 
resource-efficiency. 
 
The programme of the conference is available here 
 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 
CLECAT MEETINGS  
Customs and Indirect Taxation Institute  

 20 February 
Security Institute  

 10 March a.m, Brussels  
Air Logistics Institute  

 10 March p.m. 
Maritime Institute 

 11 March a.m. 
Sustainable Logistics Institute  

 11 March p.m. 
Road Institute/Joint meeting with FIATA 

 18 March p.m. Zurich  
Rail Institute / joint meeting with FIATA 

 23-24 April Vienna  
Board General Assembly  

 2 June 2015, Brussels  
Freight Forwarders Forum  

 19 November 2015   
 

OTHER EVENTS with CLECAT PARTICIPATION  
 
CORE working group  

 1 December, Brussels 
ESC workshop on Sulphur regulation and its impact  

 4-5 December, Brussels 
Intermodal Transport Conference UIIR 

 4-5 December, Brussels 

http://www.transforum-project.eu/events/dec-2014-brussels.html
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Multi-Modal Action Group Meeting, Global Emissions Council 

 9 December, Amsterdam Schiphol Airport 
ITF Summit Leipzig  

 27-29 May 2015         
                                       

European Parliament TRAN Committee 

 1 December, Brussels  
-  Announcement of Council's position at first reading on the Weights and Dimensions 

Directive 
- Presentation of the amended 2014 CEF Transport Work Programme EC 
- Cross-border exchange of information on road safety related traffic offences 
- Presentation of eMeeting by DG ITEC 
- Cross-border exchange of information on road safety related traffic offences 
- Draft motion for a rejection on Draft Commission Regulation supplementing Regulation 

(EC) No 1071/2009  
- Presentation by the European Commission on the implementation report on the 

deployment of Intelligent Transport Systems 
 

 2 December, Brussels  
- HEARING ON TRANSPORT ACCESSIBILITY AND CONNECTIVITY IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE 

 
Briefings on commitments made at the hearing by Commissioners-designate:  
VIOLETA BULC - COMMISSIONER FOR TRANSPORT 
Karmenu Vella, Commissioner for Environment, Maritime and Fisheries 
Jyrki Katainen - Vice-President for Jobs, Growth, Investment and Competitiveness 

 
Council    
Transport Council 

 3 December (provisional) 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201411/20141121ATT93826/20141121ATT93826EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2014/540328/IPOL_BRI(2014)540328_EN.pdf

