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NEWS FROM BRUSSELS  
 

 
CLECAT/ESC WORKSHOP ON CORE AND THE CHAIN GAME   

 
CLECAT and ESC organized a workshop in Brussels 
yesterday around the CORE project (Consistently 
Optimised Resilient Secure Global Supply-Chains) – 
including a game developed by TNO on Cassandra and 
supply chain visibility.  
  
CORE and its seventy partners have committed to work 
together to maximize the speed and reliability, and 
minimize costs, of fulfilling global trade transactions. 

Industrial partners include shippers, ocean carriers, freight forwarders, terminal operators, 
trade associations, technology providers but equally authorities and institutions including the 
WCO, DG MOVE, DG TAXUD and a number of national customs authorities. CORE aims to 
enhance the effectiveness of supervising global trade and safeguarding the supply chain 
security and other societal challenges related to global trade and logistics.  Demonstrators will 
cover a large number of market sectors including automotive; electronics; flowers; 
pharmaceutics, retail and dangerous goods.   
 
Some interesting numbers from CORE: a lack of interoperability in multimodal information 
exchange costs the EU around €7 billion annually. Supply chain disruptions have been found to 
cut the share price of impacted companies by 7%.  In 60% of customs declarations, customs 
still do not know who the consignor/consignee really is.  
 
A predecessor of CORE was the CASSANDRA project aimed to improve supply chain visibility 
and business execution as well as the efficiency and effectiveness for government 
supervision. As part of the project, TNO designed and developed The Chain Game, which is a 

serious game for the purpose of dissemination and 
explanation of the CASSANDRA concepts.  
 
At the meeting yesterday in Brussels, CLECAT  members 
and a selected number of stakeholders played the ‘Chain 
Game' which demonstrates different data-sharing 
concepts that allows an extended assessment of risks, 
both by business and government, and thereby enabling 

improved supply chain visibility and cost-efficient and effective security enhancement. In the 
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game, players experimented with the effects of these various concepts and experienced how 
collaborative innovation can improve the logistics chain.  
 
The link with CORE is that this project further supports business communities and customs 
authorities in developing solutions to increase effectiveness of security & trade compliance 
between continents. The challenge to confront is to increase security without increasing 
transaction costs for business and to increase joint security risk management (‘post 9/11’ 
supervision & control). 
 
More information is available at  http://www.coreproject.eu/ 
  

MARITIME 

 

BARGE TO BUSINESS CONFERENCE  
 
CLECAT’s President Marc Huybrechts participated on 19 November at the BargetoBusiness 
Conference in Luxembourg. The exclusive event for logistics decision makers brought together 
more than 1.000 logistics professionals from the demand and supply side, providing concrete 
and useful information about how to use the inland waterway transport supply chain.  Leading 
experts from all stages of the supply chain have shared their inside knowledge as well as 
innovative business experiences and generated new business opportunities.  They were also 
facilitating lively discussions which drew out shared knowledge and experience of the tools 
needed to make a success of moving freight by water. 
 
Waterway transport provides a competitive edge for key industries in Europe in the global 
market which heavily relies on cost-effective inbound and outbound shipments of raw 
materials by waterways impacting the entire onward chain of semi-finished and consumer 
goods.  In densely populated corridors with strong industry presence, inland waterways keep 
bulk and consumer goods moving by being the only transport mode of transport with spare 
capacity avoiding a traffic gridlock when economic growth leads to rising freight volumes 
again. 
  
CLECAT participated with some other stakeholders in a meeting with Olivier Onidi from DG 
MOVE who oversees the Directorate with responsibility for the promotion of the Trans-
European Transport Network policy. The role of the European Commission in improving 
quality infrastructure and innovation incl. clean fuels was discussed. Quality infrastructure is 
the backbone on which trade and transport services can thrive. The provision of quality 
infrastructure and legal certainty by the public sector are the starting point for private 
investment in modernization of the fleet and  new and innovative services which harness 
economic development in Europe. 
 

ESC FLAGS UP INCONSISTENCIES IN ALLIANCE REGULATORY PROPOSALS 
 
The European Shippers’ Council has released a copy of a letter sent to the US Federal Maritime 
Commission in which it dissects the submission by the CKYHE alliance to the regulator and 
expresses its concern at some of the articles contained within the proposed agreement. 
 
Of particular note is article 5.4.1 of the agreement whereby the parties intend to have a 
“common negotiation” with ports and service providers, which the ESC contends would 

http://www.coreproject.eu/
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empower the CKYHE alliance with a “dominant position” over these suppliers. A similar article 
in the agreement of the approved 2M, and its predecessor P3, was disallowed by the FMC for 
the very reasons given by the ESC. 
 
The ESC also takes issue with article 5.1.1 of the agreement, which authorises the parties to 
agree on the management of the capacity available in the respective trades. The ESC says that 
this will pervert fair competition rules, whereby capacity should be submitted to supply and 
demand constraints. Furthermore, article 5.9 may allow the parties to agree surcharges, which 
the ESC feels would allow the carriers to artificially increase freight rates. 
 
The ESC asks the FMC to use the CKYHE file as an opportunity to cooperate with European and 
Chinese authorities in imposing some form of controls on anti-competitive behaviour by 
alliances, which it recognises are becoming an irreversible fact of maritime transport to which 
regulators and stakeholders must adapt. The ESC will therefore also forward their request to 
the new EU Competition Commissioner, Margrethe Vestager. 
 

The ESC’s full letter may be found HERE. 
 
Source: THE LOADSTAR 
 

SULPHUR REGULATION WORKSHOP  

 
ESC is organizing a workshop in Brussels on the 2nd of December on the sulphur regulation and 
the impact it will have on business as of January 1st, 2015.  
 
Key issues discussed include: 

 Juridical: what are the risks for shippers? 

 Economical: what about the costs? 

 Operational: what would be the impact on operations? 
 
Registration is open at: HTTP://WWW.EUROPEANSHIPPERS.EU/SULPHUR2015/ 
 

ROAD 
 
JOINT STATEMENT BY COMMISSIONER BULC AND GERMAN MINISTER OF TRANSPORT  

 
EU Commissioner for Mobility and Transport, Violeta Bulc and the German Federal Minister of 
Transport and Digital Infrastructure, Alexander Dobrindt met in Brussels on 20th November, 
and made the following joint statement: “Today’s meeting was of particular importance, as it 
marks our first encounter. We used this opportunity to discuss a number of issues of common 
interest and to share our thoughts about future initiatives.  
 
Of course one important topic was the German Pkw-Maut plans, and Minister Dobrindt made 
clear that the German authorities have been working hard to meet our concerns and push 
their plans in the right direction. The Commission will remain in close contact with the German 
authorities and is ready to continue to advise them on questions related to EU law. Generally 
speaking, we are in favour of the principle that users pay for the roads they drive on. We agree 
that there must be no discrimination on grounds of nationality; all drivers, German and 
foreign, must be treated equally, which is a fundamental principle of the EU-Treaty. Finally, we 

http://theloadstar.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014-11-04-Comment-to-FMC-CKYHE.pdf
http://theloadstar.co.uk/esc-flags-inconsistencies-alliance-regulatory-proposals/
http://www.europeanshippers.eu/sulphur2015/
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would like say we had constructive talks and we are looking forward to the many meetings we 
will have in the future.”  
Source: European Commission, 20th November 2014  

 
POLAND BOOSTS POSITION AS EU’S LEADING INTERNATIONAL HAULIER  
 

Poland has consolidated its position as Europe’s leading international 
road haulage nation according to annual figures published by 
France’s road freight data agency, the Comité National Routier 
(CNR). 
 
It’s trucking firms clocked up 147,274 million tonne kilometres (mtk) 

of international traffic movements in 2013, an increase of 10.5% on the previous year. Second 
behind Poland was Spain, followed by Germany, although international traffic carried by 
hauliers in these countries declined by 0.4% (Spain) and 6.6% (Germany). 
 
Polish hauliers alone now carry close to one-quarter of international road freight in the EU and 
increased their ‘cabotage’ activity by almost 40% in 2013, the CNR figures show. They now 
have a 27% share of the EU ‘cabotage’ market, freight movements between two or more 
markets that do not includes the haulier’s home country.  
 
Global international traffic across the 28 EU member states in 2013 was up 6.1% on the 
previous 12 months. The 13 ‘new’ member states that joined in or after 2004 posted average 
traffic growth of nearly 10% compared to only 2.2% for the 15 longer-established states. 
 
Six of the top 10 places for international haulage are occupied by these ‘new’ EU member 
states, with the outstanding performers being Lithuania (+13.3%) and Romania (+26.7%). The 
Czech Republic, Hungary and Slovakia also posted solid growth.  
 
The Netherlands (+10.7%) and Portugal (+23.1%) were the remaining countries in the top 10, 
which reads: Poland, Spain, Germany, Netherlands, Czech Republic, Portugal, Hungary, 
Slovakia, Lithuania and Romania. 
 
Source: Llyod’s Load List, 17/11/2014 

TRANSPORT MARKET MONITOR  
 
The twenty-first edition of the Transport Market Monitor outlines developments in European 
road transport rates and includes the figures of the third quarter of 2014:  
 

 The price index decreased by 0.6% in Q3 2014 (index 99.4), compared to the price 
index in Q2 (index 100.0). 

 When comparing to the index level of the previous year (index 100.0), Q3 2013, we 
see that the price index is also 0.6 lower. 

 In Q3 2014, the diesel index decreased to an index 100.0 (-0.5) and thus proves to 
remain fairly stable over three quarters. 

 Despite the strong summer dip, the transport index reached the highest level of the 
year in September 

 The capacity index recovered from index 78.9 in Q2 2014 to index 86.6 (+9.8%) in Q3. 

http://www.lloydsloadinglist.com/freight-directory/road/poland-boosts-position-as-eus-leading-international-haulier/20018120392.htm;jsessionid=0A69FC518084398FEB25D791C3D0EB9E.49f4d07bb55175180e5453a50ae76331b9143bfd#.VGxaEzTF98E
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These are the conclusions of the Transport Market Monitor by TRANSPOREON and Capgemini 
Consulting, a quarterly publication, which aims to track transport market dynamics. 

 
MANUFACTURERS AND OPERATORS IN JOINT CALL TO EU ON WEIGHTS AND DIMENSIONS 

PROPOSALS  

 
In the framework of continuing discussions between the European Parliament and the Council 
to find an agreement on the European Commission proposal to modify Directive 96/53/EC on 
Weights and Dimensions, the European Automobile Manufacturers’ Association (ACEA) and 
the International Road Transport Union (IRU) called on decision-makers to use improved 
overall fuel-efficiency – rather than solely aerodynamic performance – as a precondition for 
allowing increased vehicle length. This framework has been developed following the obligation 
in the European Commission proposal that any increase in vehicle length, including of the 
vehicle cab, would have to include aerodynamic, safety and comfort improvements. The 
current form of these various obligations could be very difficult to reconcile. 
 
IRU General Delegate to the EU, Michael Nielsen, said, “The final agreement on weights and 
dimensions must allow road freight transport operators to further reduce fuel consumption, 
improve efficiency, comfort and safety with as few restrictions as possible. I urge European 
decision-makers to reach an agreement that, ensures the benefits we all wish to see are 
realised.”  
 
ACEA Secretary General Erik Jonnaert said, “There are many more effective ways of reducing 
fuel consumption and CO2 emissions than entirely redesigning the cabin. The industry is 
committed to continuing to improve truck safety. However, for this, safety technologies that 
prevent accidents happening in the first place are the best way forward. A whole vehicle 
approach represents the best possible solution.”  Road transport will continue to play a key 
role in a resource-efficient and sustainable transport system. Therefore, enabling innovation 
and progress in road transport is essential to achieving the objectives of the 2011 EU 
Transport Policy White Paper. 
ACEA & IRU, 19th November 2014 

 
ROAD CHARGE HIKE AS OF 1/1/15 IN CZECH REPUBLIC 
 
The Czech government is increasing road tolls and introducing a new rate for Euro 6 vehicles 
on January 1st 2015. The Euro 6 rate will also apply to vehicles with emission class EEV. The 
previous lowest rate will be retained. Vehicle documents must prove that the Euro 6 emission 
standards are fulfilled in order to qualify for the special low rate. The Czech Republic abolished 
its obligatory HGV vignette system in 2007. Since that date, the country has been operating an 
electronic, distance-based road charging scheme. Commercial vehicles that use roads in the 
Czech Republic therefore have to carry a special toll device.  
For more information, see HTTP://WWW.MYTOCZ.EU/EN/USER/TOLL-RATES-SINCE-112015/INDEX.HTML 
 
 

RAIL 
 
MICHAEL CRAMER: ‘PROGRESS NEEDED ON THE 4TH

 RAILWAY PACKAGE’  

http://www.mytocz.eu/en/user/toll-rates-since-112015/index.html
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In a recent interview with EurActiv, Michael Cramer, chair of 
the Transport and Tourism Committee in the European 
Parliament, said that particular priority should be given to the 
4th Railway Package and the railway sector, the least 
harmonised transport policy in the EU.  

‘Railway undertakings are the last nationalistic bodies in 
Europe. The European Parliament wanted to create an 

interconnected network, but the Commission, together with the member states, failed to 
achieve it’ said Michael Cramer. Today, the railway network is a patchwork with gaps exactly 
where the borders lie. The member states fund their national projects with the EU money, but 
do not care about the European added value. This could only change when the Commission 
concentrates on closing those gaps, which are the result of the past wars and the Cold War 
divisions.’ 

According to the chair of the TRAN Committee, the transport sector’s biggest problem is unfair 
competition. While all railway tracks charge trains a toll per kilometre, the majority of 
European roads can be used for free.  

‘If the situation does not change, the railway sector will never get a chance to become 
competitive and prioritized over a car’ highlighted Michael Cramer. 

For the full article: Euractiv, 19/11/2014 

POSITIVE RESULTS FOR THE FIRST YEAR OF ACTIVITY OF RAIL FREIGHT CORRIDOR 6 – 

MEDITERRANEAN CORRIDOR 

 
The Management Board of Rail Freight Corridor 6 (RFC 6) – Mediterranean Corridor has 
communicated positive results of the first operational year of activity.  Thanks to the 
commitment of the RFC 6 Member States, Infrastructure Managers and Allocation Bodies 
working closely with the Corridor’s Management, all the requirements of regulation 913/2010 
have been successfully fulfilled within the expected time-frame: setting up the corridor’s 
governance structures, editing and implementing the corridor documents/procedures, 
establishing the Corridor One Stop Shop (C-OSS), and publishing and allocating dedicated rail 
freight capacity. 
 
The following figures show the strong interest of stakeholders in the use of the corridor: 

 Daily published capacity: 140 pre-arranged paths 
 Daily Requested capacity: 60 pre-arranged paths 
 Percentage of requested capacity: 42% 
 Railway undertakings requesting corridor capacity: 8 
  

The Corridor Management Board has decided to strengthen the capacity offer for the 2016 
timetable. In the context of fruitful collaboration with all the business partners and potential 
customers, the corridor’s management is on his way to identify and improve all the 
parameters which have an impact on the daily business operations of the rail freight sector. 
 
Website: www.railfreightcorridor6.eu 

http://www.euractiv.com/sections/transport/michael-cramer-transport-sector-nullifying-europes-climate-efforts-310112
http://www.railfreightcorridor6.eu/
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CUSTOMS  
 
EC PUBLISHES 2015 COMBINED NOMENCLATURE    

European Commission publishes 2015 version of the Combined Nomenclature (CN). The 
Combined Nomenclature forms the basis for the declaration of goods:  
(a) at importation or exportation or  
(b) when subject to intra-Union trade statistics.  
 
This determines which rate of customs duty applies and how the goods are treated for 
statistical purposes. The CN is thus a vital working tool for business and the Member States' 
customs administrations. The Combined Nomenclature was established by Council Regulation 
on the tariff and statistical nomenclature and on the Common Customs Tariff. It is updated 
every year and is published as a Commission Regulation in the Official Journal of the European 
Union. This version applies from January 1st 2015.  
 
 

NEW EU CUSTOMS COMPETENCY FRAMEWORK AVAILABLE FOR USE  

On 19 November 2014, the European Commission published on its website a European Union 
Customs Competency Framework (EU Customs CFW) for use by national customs services and 
businesses having to deal with customs. The Commission states that it has been developed in 
collaboration with public and private experts from EU Member States (MS), the World 
Customs Organization (WCO) and other international sources. 
 
According to the European Commission, the framework provides a mechanism to further 
improve organisational performance of the customs profession, allowing to: 

- identify competency gaps and training needs; 

- mitigate the risks related to pending retirement waves; 

- assess staff against established standards; 

- raise customs performance standards; 

- improve both operational and human resources processes. 

 
The framework includes four groups of competencies: the core values, and professional, 
operational and managerial competencies. Public and private sector core customs roles (‘Job 
descriptions’) are covered by the Customs Competency Framework. 
 
On the basis of the framework, two European Training Curricula for Customs have been 
developed, one for the public sector, one for the private sector (to be published soon). These 
curricula set out the ‘Learning Topics’ and ‘Learning Outcomes’ for training programmes that 
are tailored towards customs professionals working in the European Union. The Commission 
states that the next step will be an EU Recognition Process for customs training programmes 
(under development), aiming at delivering a quality label for the accredited Customs Training 
programmes (Masters, Bachelors, Expert modules or vocational training courses). 
 

The EU Customs Competency Framework is available HERE. 

 

https://circabc.europa.eu/faces/jsp/extension/wai/navigation/container.jsp
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GENERAL 
 
CLECAT PARTICIPATES AT 3PL SUMMIT    

CLECAT participated at the EFT’s European 3PL Summit on Nov 20 at Schiphol airport. The 
Summit provided insightful presentations and interactive panels from both the logistics and 
supply chain sides. 3PL-Customer relationships have been an ongoing conversation at eft’s 
summits. This year, there has been little sign of shippers looking to extend contract lengths 
with logistics service providers, delegates at in Amsterdam heard. Despite a prolonged 
industry debate, over a number of years, that shippers and 3PLs should develop long-term 
partnerships, there has been little movement toward lengthening contract terms between 
them – which some argue would allow service providers to put greater investment into 
tailored customer solutions.  
 
Hewlett-Packard’s EMEA ESSN manager of logistics, Mark Schneider, said that three-year 
contract lengths remained the upper limit, adding that there was no move on the electronics 
giant’s part to move to 10-year, or even five-year lengths. “We just couldn’t go to that level. 
We don’t get that kind of commitment from our customers, so it is next to impossible for us to 
extend our 3PL relationship from three to 10 years,” he said. Robert Kearns, senior director of 
European business development for Ingram Micro Supply Chain, said the it was more likely 
that the reverse was true. “I have also heard it talked about at various conferences but not 
once has it ever passed my desk,” he said.  He also argued that the rapid changes the retail 
landscape had undergone in the past few years provided some explanation for that.  
 
“The dramatic shift to e-commerce is changing everything, and it has made it very difficult for 
customers to think about extending contract lengths when often they do not really know what 
their business is going to look like in 18 months,” he said. But logistics services providers with a 
mix of long-term logistics and freight businesses should welcome that reluctance, argued APL 
Logistics Beneux managing director Peter Jasperse. “I can fully understand that you want to 
have a contract if you are a 3PL, but if you are in freight you need to have the ability to move 
with the market,” he said, and suggested that there are other ways to structure investments in 
capabilities for particular contracts. “What we often look to do is go for joint-venture with 
customers in terms of jointly developing IT solutions for a particular supply chain – then it 
becomes a partnership rather than a long-term relationship,” he said.  

 
ROAD SAFETY ONE TOP PRIORITY FOR COMMISSIONER BULC   

On the occasion of the World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims, Violeta Bulc, the 
EU's Transport Commissioner, took this opportunity to pledge to make road safety one of her 
top priorities as European Transport Commissioner. She hopes to work actively together with 
the European Commission, to help make European roads safer.  

She highlighted that "Road safety has been one of the great European success stories and our 
roads are much safer today than they were some twenty years ago’’.  She added that working 
towards improving road safety is a never ending process. For this reason, the World Day of 
Remembrance is a painful but necessary reminder that more works needs to be done. 

http://worlddayofremembrance.org/
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The World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims is commemorated on the third 
Sunday of November each year. Since 2005 the World Day of Remembrance is endorsed by 
the United Nations and recognised and honoured on all continents. 

Source: European Commission, 16/11/2014 

AIR GROUP  DEBATES AIR POLLUTION CAUSED BY ROAD TRANSPORT 

 
On November 19, the AIR Group (Air Quality Initiative of Regions) and Julie Girling MEP, 
Rapporteur on the National Emissions Ceilings Directive (NEDC), organised a Conference at the 
European Parliament entitled ‘Breath of Fresh Air: how can the new Air Quality Package 
deliver cleaner air for EU cities and regions’. 
 
The aim of the event was to explore how the new air quality package can support EU cities and 
regions in their effort to curb air pollution. 
 

The panels introduced the AIR region’s views and 
best practice to date and discussed on the key 
issue of reducing air pollutants in the air. Since a 
significant proportion of air pollution is caused by 
motorised road transport, speakers of the 
conference proposed different measures to tackle 
air pollution caused by the transport sector. 
 
Eliot Treharne, Air Quality Manager from Greater 
London Authority, suggested that the introduction 

of congestions charges in London considerably improved the air quality.  
 
Leen Verbeek, on behalf of Randstad region in the Netherlands, highlighted the importance of 
fighting the battle of air pollutants in road transport at the national scale as well as European 
level, by investing in intelligent mobility projects. 
 
Edgar Freund, Head of Air Pollution Department from Hessen region in Austria, considered the 
importance to continue support clean technology such as plug-in hybrid vehicles, electric or 
hydrogen-powered vehicles. 

 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

 
CLECAT MEETINGS  
Security Institute  

 10 March a.m, Brussels  
Air Logistics Institute  

 10 March p.m. 
Maritime Institute 

 11 March a.m. 
Sustainable Logistics Institute  

 11 March p.m. 
Road Institute/Joint meeting with FIATA 

 18 March p.m. Zurich  

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-14-1761_en.htm
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Rail Institute / joint meeting with FIATA 

 23-24 April Vienna  
Board General Assembly  

 2 June 2015, Brussels  
Freight Forwarders Forum  

 19 November 2015   
 

OTHER EVENTS with CLECAT PARTICIPATION  
 
DG MOVE Rail Freight Days Conference 

 27-28 November, Brussels, Belgium 
Intermodal Transport Conference UIIR 

 4-5 December, Brussels, Belgium 
 

European Parliament TRAN Committee 

 1-2 December, Brussels, Belgium 
- Briefings on commitments made at the hearing by Commissioners-designate:  

VIOLETA BULC - COMMISSIONER FOR TRANSPORT 
Karmenu Vella, Commissioner for Environment, Maritime and Fisheries 
Jyrki Katainen - Vice-President for Jobs, Growth, Investment and Competitiveness 

 
Council    
Transport Council 

 3 December (provisional) 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2014/540328/IPOL_BRI(2014)540328_EN.pdf

