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NEWS FROM BRUSSELS  
 

SHIPPERS AND SERVICE PROVIDERS DEBATE ‘ INTELLIGENT LOGISTICS’ AT INTERMODAL   
 

A workshop addressing ‘Intelligent Logistics through Partnering 
in the Supply Chain’ was organised by CLECAT and the European 
Shippers Council (ESC) at Intermodal Europe 2014 earlier this 
week in Rotterdam.   
 

Introducing the roundtable Nicolette van der Jagt, Director General of CLECAT said: ‘ Logistics 
is faced with the challenge to meet more stringent sustainability goals. Shippers and transport 
service providers wish to reduce the carbon footprint of their logistic operations. To do so, 
they both aim to optimal use of logistics resources and physical infrastructure. An adaptive 
decision making process for the selection of a specific transport modality, transport provider 
and timeslot enables users to achieve this.’  
  
Paolo Paganelli, CEO of Bluegreen Strategy and technical officer of iCargo explained the 
project noting that ‘the goal of iCargo is to create a total system for the logistics industry that 
can be used to control the entire chain.’ ‘We are working on a virtual platform where logistics 
players such as a service provider or any party who has interests in supply chain management 
can exchange and share information about this supply chain.’ 
 
How this works in practice was demonstrated in a presentation from Andre Nijhuis,  Head of IT 
Business Development Europe of DHL Supply Chain Europe, introducing the ‘Mix Move Match’ 
concept developed and piloted as part of the iCargo Program.  This concept supports the 
creation of an intermodal and multi-actor transport networks, connecting global 
manufacturing sites to distribution in European cities, resulting in substantial benefits in terms 
of energy savings, emissions reduction and market growth for new services.  Stig Wiklund from 
StoraEnso spoke about the benefits for shippers; ‘What shippers need is visibility and 
reliability. The pilot in which we are involved shows that the iCargo pilot project has helped to 
provide insight into the logistics chain.’ 
 
Frank Knoors, MD, Logit One NV addressed the wider picture and the potential impact of big 
data on operational efficiency, customer experience and business models.  Transparency 
across the full supply chain allows logistics service providers to make increasing use of real-
time & historic data and predictive analysis. This will allow planning to be more dynamic, 
synchromodal and collaborative.   
 

More information is available at the iCargo website.  

https://www.linkedin.com/vsearch/p?title=Head+of+IT+Business+Development+Europe+-++Consumer+and+Technolgy+Sectors&trk=prof-exp-title
https://www.linkedin.com/vsearch/p?title=Head+of+IT+Business+Development+Europe+-++Consumer+and+Technolgy+Sectors&trk=prof-exp-title
https://www.linkedin.com/vsearch/p?company=DHL+Supply+Chain+Europe&trk=prof-exp-company-name
http://www.i-cargo.eu/content/about-icargo-project
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ICARGO ORGANIZES THE WEBINAR “USING THE ICARGO COMMON FRAMEWORK”  

The webinar will provide an introduction to the iCargo Common 
Framework which is used to support the information exchange in the 
iCargo project as well as other European projects.  
 
The Common Framework Reference Model decomposes the entire 
transport and logistics domain into manageable sub-domains - each 
addressing responsibility areas. It includes roles, functions 

(responsibilities), business processes and information exchange interfaces. The interfaces are 
described using UML Class Diagrams, XSD Schemas and XML examples. 
 
This webinar will present the iCargo Common Framework in a way that is suitable for systems 
developers as well as other actors involved with systems development and integration in the 
transport and logistics domain. The attendant will get an understanding of the different parts 
of the framework and a particular focus will be given on the information models describing the 
interfaces and how these can be implemented. 
 
DATE: Tuesday, November 18, 2014 ; TIME: 11:00-11:30 CET  
Please register at: http://i-cargo.eu/content/using-icargo-common-framework 
  
Further trainings: http://i-cargo.eu/training_courses 
 

JOINT UNECE-BELGIUM WORKSHOP ON ITC 17-18 NOVEMBER  

CLECAT will participate in a workshop on Intelligent Transport Systems entitled “Towards a 
new transportation culture: technology innovations for safe, efficient and sustainable 
mobility” jointly organized by the Federal Public Service Mobility and Transport of   Belgium 
and UNECE Inland Transport Committee on 17 and 18 November 2014 in Brussels.  The event 
is supported by the Belgian Road Safety Institute, Agoria and ITS Belgium.  
 
The workshop which will be opened by Eva Molnar from UNECE will review how ITS and 
overall ICT-based innovations help paving the way for the future driving and transportation 
culture that contributes to safe, efficient and sustainable mobility.   Other speakers include 
Fotis Karamitsos from DG MOVE, Hermann Meyer from Ertico, Paul Schockmel from CLEPA 
and many others.  
 
This two-day workshop is in the framework of the UNECE Road Map for promoting ITS, which 
includes 20 global actions in the period of 2012–2020. The UNECE Strategy on ITS with the 
Road Map can be found HERE.  The programme is available here. 

 
CLECAT AND ESC HOSTING WORKSHOP ON CORE 20 NOVEMBER BRUSSELS  
 

CLECAT and ESC will host a workshop on the CORE project 
‘Securing global supply chain through supply chain 
visibility’ on 20 November 2014 in Brussels.  
 

CORE is a project the European Union supports via the Security Theme of its Seventh 
Framework Programme for Research and Technological Development.  In CORE major actors in 
international logistics, industrial companies acting on the global scale, law enforcement and 

http://i-cargo.eu/content/using-icargo-common-framework
http://i-cargo.eu/training_courses
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/events/2014/Joint_BELGIUM-UNECE_ITS/ITS_Workshop_flyer.pdf
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/events/2014/Joint_BELGIUM-UNECE_ITS/ITS_Workshop_flyer.pdf
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/events/2014/Joint_BELGIUM-UNECE_ITS/ITS_Workshop_flyer.pdf
http://www.mobilit.belgium.be/fr/
http://www.unece.org/trans/main/itc/itc.html
http://www.bivv.be/fr
http://www.agoria.be/WWW.wsc/rep/Prg/ApplContent?SessionLID=2&vUserID=999999
http://www.itsbelgium.be/
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/publications/ITS_for_Sustainable_Mobility_Road_Map.pdf
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/events/2014/Joint_BELGIUM-UNECE_ITS/ITS_Workshop_Nov-2014_Detailed_Program.pdf
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transport authorities, technology developers and research institutions will work together. The 
participation of the World Customs organization and of Interpol, together with a number of 
national EU Customs, is paramount for the success of CORE and for the future promotion of 
mutual recognition of controls and of security measures. 
 
CORE will consist of a pilot implementation of integrated parallel approaches, as a way to 
catalyse the critical mass required to discover practical problems and to propose solutions 
delivering sizable and sustainable progress on a global scale.   
 
A major innovation in CORE is the use of risk intelligent supply chain optimisation systems. 
Modern supply chains are complex and much effort has been put into cost saving through 
inventory reduction and consolidation. The workshop will include a practical ‘game chain’. The 
game demonstrates different data-sharing concepts that allow an extended assessment of 
risks, both by business and government, and thereby enabling improved supply chain visibility 
and cost-efficient and effective security enhancement. In the game the players can experiment 
the effects of these various concepts and experience how they can collaboratively innovate 
the logistics chain. 
 

JÉRÔME ORSEL ELECTED CHAIR OF SUSTAINABLE LOGISTICS WORKING GROUP 

 
At its meeting on 5 November, the CLECAT Sustainable Logistics Working Group elected 
Jérôme Orsel as its chair. Mr Orsel is Chief Projects Officer for DB Schenker in France, and was 
nominated by TLF. He is responsible for environmental management, including carbon 
footprint calculation, which is a key priority for the Institute. Mr Orsel was previously Head of 
International Transport for the French Shippers’ Council (AUTF).   
 
The CLECAT General Assembly Meeting on 7 November agreed that the Sustainable Logistics 
Working Group should become a full CLECAT Institute, given the great importance of 
sustainability to the industry and in current political debate. 
 

RAIL 
 
ERFA WARNS AGAINST COOPERATION AGREEMENTS  

 
ERFA has issued another PAPER ON THE 4TH

 RAILWAY PACKAGE noting that Bilateral agreements for 
cooperation between an Infrastructure Manager and a Railway Undertaking are not the 
answer to much-needed efficiency gains – they will only create more market barriers.  In 
response to the new ideas circulating around “cooperation agreements”, ERFA warns of the 
dangers in allowing IMs to gear e.g traffic management, infrastructure investment etc to the 
needs of one individual user. The IM can only become more efficient and more responsive to 
customer needs by working together with all users on the network.  
 

CER PUBLISHES “THE ECONOMIC FOOTPRINT OF RAILWAY TRANSPORT IN EUROPE” 

CER has recently published a report on ‘The economic footprint of railway transport in 
Europe’. The report gives an overview of the economic footprint of railway transport in the 
European Union, namely the economic impact of railway transport in terms of gross value 
added, employment, exports and other key economic variables.  The report provides also 
estimates of the economic size of the rail sector, as well as estimates of indirectly generated 

http://www.erfarail.eu/uploads/140911_ERFA_-_Cooperation_agreements_perpetuate_monopolies.pdf
http://cer.be/
http://www.cer.be/index.php?eID=tx_nawsecuredl&u=0&file=uploads/media//The_Economic_Footprint_-_web_-_final_final_30_Sept.pdf&t=1415984388&hash=5cdae04de8662614e7a7a22ff71460d7211824ba
http://www.cer.be/index.php?eID=tx_nawsecuredl&u=0&file=uploads/media//The_Economic_Footprint_-_web_-_final_final_30_Sept.pdf&t=1415984388&hash=5cdae04de8662614e7a7a22ff71460d7211824ba
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gross value added and employment. The wider economic benefits of railway infrastructure 
projects are then illustrated by the presentation of four case studies: two on high-speed rail 
(Paris-Lyon-Marseilles, and Milan-Rome), one on rail passenger stations (Manchester Piccadilly 
Station), and one on rail freight (rail shuttle system for the Port of Gothenburg). 

A further chapter provides an overview of the competitiveness and innovation impacts of rail 
transport, including the role of Europe’s rail supply industry. 

Source: CER, 15/10/2014 

 
FREIGHT RAIL BETWEEN SOUTHERN EUROPE AND GERMANY GETS EU SUPPORT  
 
The EU’s TEN-T Programme will back with over €1m studies on improving and extending the 
freight rail network linking Portugal, Spain, France and Germany. The studies will contribute to 
increasing freight traffic on the railway line and boosting its overall competitiveness.  
 
The project will carry out market and technical studies on the management and operation of 
the freight railway line, as well as prepare its extension to Germany.  It will focus on the 
Atlantic Corridor between Portugal (Sines-Leixões), Spain (Algeciras-Madrid-Valladolid-Bilbao-
Irun), France (Hendaye-Bordeaux-Paris-Le Havre-Metz-Strasbourg) and Germany 
(Saarbrücken-Mannheim). In particular, the studies will identify strategic, management and 
operation measures for the rail development, assess the infrastructure constraints and analyse 
the impact on international rail traffic. The project was selected for EU funding with the 
assistance of external experts under the TEN-T Annual Call 2013, priority ‘Rail transport’.  
 
Its implementation will be monitored by INEA, the European Commission's Innovation and 
Networks Executive Agency.  The project is to be completed by 31 December 2015. 
Source: INEA, 13/11/2014 
 

APPEAL COURTS REDUCES SNCF RAIL FREIGHT FINE  
 
A Paris appeal court has reduced an SNCF rail freight fine for alleged anti-competitive practices 
from €60.9m to €48.2m, the French state railway has confirmed to Lloyd’s Loading List.com, 
although it remains unclear whether it will make an ultimate plea before France’s supreme 
court of appeal. France’s competition regulator, Autorité de la Concurrence, handed out the 
fine to SNCF in December 2012 as punishment for a number of commercial practices which it 
concluded were designed to hinder and delay the arrival of new market entrants into France’s 
rail freight sector.  
 
SNCF lodged its appeal in February last year. The regulator had begun an investigation in 2008 
that was followed by Europe Cargo Rail (ECR), the French subsidiary of Deutsche Bahn, filing a 
complaint against Fret SNCF at the end of 2009. A French newspaper report claimed that the 
Paris appeal court had upheld the majority of the charges against SNCF - such as the deliberate 
over-booking of train slots or of specialised rolling stock in order to deprive competitors’ 
access, and the use of commercial information gleaned from railway staff responsible for 
network maintenance. However, the court concluded that Fret SNCF was not guilty of the 
practice of offering freight rates that were below cost price. The regulator has not ruled out 
appealing against the Paris court’s judgement, the report adds. 
 

http://www.cer.be/publications/latest-publications/latest-publications/the-economic-footprint-of-railway-transport-in-europe/
http://inea.ec.europa.eu/en/ten-t/ten-t.htm
http://inea.ec.europa.eu/en/ten-t/apply_for_funding/follow_the_funding_process/2013_annual_programme_call.htm
http://inea.ec.europa.eu/en/home/
http://inea.ec.europa.eu/en/news__events/newsroom/extended-freight-rail-between-southern-europe-and-germany-gets-eu-support.htm
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Source: Lloyd’s Loading List, 11/11/2014 
 

FOURTH RAILWAY PACKAGE DEBATED AT THE EUROPEAN RAIL SUMMIT  
 

 
The urgency for rapid implementation of the Technical 
Pillar of the Fourth Railway Package was underlined by 
several speakers at the European Rail Summit, which was 
hosted by Railway Gazette at the Representation of the 
Free State of Bayern in Brussels last week. 
 
Bringing together senior representatives from the 
European institutions with leading executives from the rail 
sector, the European Rail Summit attracted more than 250 

registered delegates, with a further 380 signing up to watch the proceedings broadcast live 
over the internet. 
 
Speaking in the Interoperability & Authorisation session, UNIFE Chairman Dr Lutz Bertling 
emphasised that a streamlined authorisation process for rolling stock was critical to support 
the global competitiveness of the European supply industry in the face of increasing 
competition, particularly from China. Calling for greater rail investment to encourage 
economic growth, CER chairman Christian Kern from ÖBB expressed concern that the Fourth 
Railway Package was ‘still about tactics, not technical issues’, but he too wanted the Technical 
Pillar to be brought forward. 
 
Director-General of DG Move João Aguiar Machado told delegates that he ‘did not believe that 
the package should be split’, emphasising that ‘it is not the Commission which is delaying 
progress’. However, he agreed that the Technical Pillar ‘should not be held hostage’ if the 
discussions over the liberalisation and governance proposals in the package did not make 
rapid progress. 
 
The recorded version of the Summit is now available to watch along with some of the 
supporting presentations. Register at:  http://live.wavecast.co/european-rail-summit/ 
 

MARITIME 

 

MAERSK DEFENDS VESSEL-SHARING AGREEMENTS AS PRO-COMPETITION 

 
Vessel-sharing agreements between container lines promote competition and enable smaller 
players to stay in business, a lawyer for the world’s largest ocean carrier has assured shippers 
and regulators amid concern about the power of the new global alliances now taking shape. 
 
Camilla Jain Holtse, head of competition compliance for Maersk Line, said the Danish carrier 
had nothing against monitoring of VSAs by regulators, with plenty of reliable data available to 
check whether there was any anti-competitive behaviour by one of the big alliances.  
Antitrust regulators are keeping a close watch on developments, with the Federal Maritime 
Commission’s Richard Lidinsky the most vocal in expressing reservations about industry 
developments.  Addressing the European Maritime Law Organisation’s annual conference, Ms 
Hotse said there was nothing new about VSAs, which have been a feature of the liner trades 

http://www.lloydsloadinglist.com/freight-directory/rail/appeal-court-reduces-sncf-rail-freight-fine/20018120113.htm;jsessionid=6646481E764EAC0DC7A95155219B15CA.cb1a6af26f4f089d0d4cce62279dcbca5a310b19#.VGXqKzTF98E
http://live.wavecast.co/european-rail-summit/
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for at least two decades. Regulators around the world have exempted collaboration through 
such vehicles as VSAs from competition rules because of the perceived benefits in terms of 
operational efficiency that reduce costs which, in turn, can be passed onto customers. 
 
Ms Hotse said there was no evidence that competition had been harmed on the transpacific 
trades where historically there has been a larger VSA presence than in the Asia-Europe trades. 
Over the past decade, freight rates have declined less in the Asia-Europe trades despite fewer 
VSAs than on the Pacific. At the same time, the ability to share ships gives smaller lines the 
chance to serve more trades than would be possible if they had to provide tonnage of their 
own.  
 
Mr Lidinsky said he was not opposed to alliances, having voted for two of them although not 
the 2M collaboration of Maersk and Mediterranean Shipping Co. But the big four alliances — 
2M, G6, Ocean Three and CKYHE — will control over 95% of the international maritime 
container trades, he noted. 
 
In order to offset and balance this new “carrier globalism”, Mr Lidinsky said there should be a 
counterweight of “regulatory globalism”, with jurisdictions probably needing to update their 
practices and procedures, and work more closely together to ensure that alliances “are 
adhering to the conditions they formed under, that competition flourishes and that all carriers, 
whether global cross traders, or small regional national flag lines, can freely offer reasonable 
services to shippers and the consumers they serve”. 
 
He will urge FMC chairman Mario Cordero to host another summit of US, European and 
Chinese regulator fairly soon to address the issues that arise as a result of industry 
consolidation into huge VSAs. At the same time, Mr Lidinsky told the Emlo meeting he would 
be asking Congress to hold hearings next year to review the 1984 Shipping Act in view of the 
rapidly changing global scene. 
 
Source: Lloyd’s Loading List 
 

MAERSK JOINS ‘TRIDENT ALLIANCE’ 
 

The ‘Trident Alliance’ consisting of 10 container carriers 
has recently welcomed Maersk Line as a new member in 
order to test enforcement of new low-sulphur fuel 
regulations.  
 
These new regulations will be implemented in emissions 
control areas in Northern Europe and North America.  
 

The alliance will work together with the governments of the Baltic Sea nations to monitor 
compliance by shipping lines, with the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) making 
efforts to broadcast a reduction in sulphur content to 0.1% from the current 1%.  
 
Maersk Group CEO Nils Smedegaard Andersen said: “The most natural thing is to talk about 
what’s close to home, and that is the Baltics. We hope, of course, that the governments in the 
area will survey very closely what our competition is doing as well, so we don’t give people a 
free ride.”  
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In order to prevent this free ride, Maersk Line has already announced low-sulphur surcharges 
of up to $160 per TEU in the North Atlantic.  Smedegaard Anderson said: “We have no choice 
but to pass those costs along. Of course, pricing is always a matter of negotiation, but the 
intention is that the customer will have to pay.”  
 
Andersen commented on Maersk’s commitment to environmental sustainability, saying: “The 
first month I was CEO of the group (in 2007) we went off-site for four days to ask what the 
most important priorities are from a group perspective. One was to improve group 
communications, and another was to improve our environmental footprint.” 
 
Source: Port Technology, 10/11/2014 
 

CONGESTION SURCHARGES UNACCEPTABLE  
 
It is unacceptable to hit European businesses with the new so-called congestion surcharges. 
The European Shippers’ Council (ESC), seeing no reason to impose these congestion 
surcharges, urges ship owners to minimise surcharges and bring all costs into a single 
negotiable freight rate wherever possible.  Since a few weeks, businesses have been faced 
with the introduction of congestion surcharges in several parts of the world, among them 
Oman, the Philippines, India, the United States, Hong Kong and the Netherlands. 
 
According to operators this mechanism is ‘necessary’ due to the new organisation of the ship-
owner through alliances, VSA, slot exchanges and other means of rationalisation. According to 
the ESC, representing the freight transport interests (by all modes of transport) of business in 
Europe, these new forms of organisation have been presented (including to competition 
authorities) to improve the service quality offered to customers, not to increase revenues by 
creating new surcharges. 
 
The ESC wants ship owners to limit the impact of these new organisation models by solving 
problems rather to impose surcharges to shippers. Moreover, operators should minimise 
surcharges and bring all costs into a single negotiable freight rate wherever possible. This 
would provide more transparency and predictability to the partnership with the customer. 
Additional surcharge tends to be ‘fixed’ and not to fluctuate on a large scale over time. 
 
Source: European Shippers’ Council, 10/11/2014 
 

PORT OF ROTTERDAM: OPERATORS GIVEN OWN  PLACE IN INLANDLINKS  

 
On Thursday 6 November, during the Inland Terminal Conference, InlandLinks, Rotterdam’s 
European hinterland network, will present a new functionality. In addition to searching for and 
selecting shipping companies’ terminals and container depots, it is now also possible to find 
information about operators and connections with Rotterdam. The functionality is starting 
with the operators Alcotrans, Danser Group, DistriRail, ERS Railways and Pro-Log InlandLinks 
will be collaborating with the Blue Road of the Bureau Voorlichting Binnenvaart and with Rail 
Cargo Information Netherlands so that they can jointly obtain and use information about the 
operators’ connections. As a result, existing databases will be linked with each other. The 
collaboration will also mean that operators only need to report their liner services at one 
place.  
 

http://www.porttechnology.org/news/maersk_joins_trident_alliance_in_bid_to_slash_co2#.VGXrRjTF98E
http://www.inlandlinks.eu/nl/connections
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EU SUPPORTS THE CONSTRUCTION OF A GREEN FERRY IN GERMANY  
 
The EU's TEN-T Programme will co-finance with over €4 million the construction of an 
innovative propulsion system with liquefied natural gas (LNG) for a combined passenger and 
freight ferry in Germany. The ferry will serve as a pilot for a new generation of green ships, 
which aim to cut down on air pollution over the sea. 
 
European Regulations require the shipping sector to reduce marine sulphur emissions in the 
North Sea to 0.1% as of January 2015. One of the ways for the sector to reach this goal is to 
use cleaner fuels, such as LNG. 
 
This project will work towards two major environmental and socio-economic goals: to reduce 
the sulphur emissions from the ships through the use of LNG and to relieve traffic by 
combining passenger and freight transport on the same vessel. The development covers the 
innovative concept and design, implementation and installation of the LNG-propulsion system 
and its required components, as well as a pilot study on implementation resulting in 
recommendations on best practice. The project will also draft the legal basis for LNG 
propulsion vessels to operate in the harbour in order to allow safe refuelling and 
loading/unloading of freight. 
 
The ferry aims for a faster passenger and freight transport connection between Helgoland 
island and the mainland than the current ferries using conventional fuel. With its reduced 
emissions, it will also contribute to protecting the North Sea, which has been declared an ECA 
area and, more specifically, the nearby Wadden Sea nature reserve. It will also safeguard the 
island as an attractive location for both permanent residents and seasonal visitors. 
 
The project was selected for EU funding with the assistance of external experts under the TEN-
T Annual Call 2013, priority 'Decarbonisation (oil substitution or environmental cost 
reduction)'. Its implementation will be monitored by INEA, the European Commission's 
Innovation and Networks Executive Agency.  The project is to be completed by December 
2015.  
Source:  INEA, 4/11/2014 
 

AIR   
 

EU TRANSPORT MINISTERS DISCUSS SINGLE EUROPEAN SKY 

 
On 7 November, the Italian Presidency of the EU Council hosted a high-level ministerial 
conference in Rome on the Single European Sky. Bringing together national transport ministers 
as well as representatives of the European Commission and the aviation industry, the 
conference discussed how the modernisation of the European Air Traffic Management sector 
contributes to technological innovation, economic growth, regional integration and industrial 
competitiveness. 
 
The “Single European Sky II+” proposals are a priority file for the Italian Presidency of the 
Council, which runs until the end of December. At the most recent Transport Council meeting 
of ministers, the Italian Presidency presented a progress report demonstrating that EU 
Member States remain reluctant to adopt deep structural reforms to Air Traffic Management 
at present. Member States wish to weaken the proposal so as to introduce voluntary 

http://inea.ec.europa.eu/en/ten-t/ten-t.htm
http://inea.ec.europa.eu/en/ten-t/apply_for_funding/follow_the_funding_process/2013_annual_programme_call.htm
http://inea.ec.europa.eu/en/ten-t/apply_for_funding/follow_the_funding_process/2013_annual_programme_call.htm
http://inea.ec.europa.eu/en/home/
http://inea.ec.europa.eu/en/news__events/newsroom/eu-supports-the-construction-of-a-green-ferry-in-germany-.htm
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operational plans, voluntary unbundling of support services and postponing the revision of the 
performance scheme. 
 

The EU Transport Commissioner, Violeta Bulc, TOLD ATTENDEES that fragmentation of the EU’s 
Air Traffic Management system costs 5 billion euros and 18 million tonnes of carbon dioxide 
every year, which the Single European Sky would allow Europe to recoup. Ms Bulc added that 
building a Single European Sky was not intended to be a challenge on European diversity or 
national sovereignty, but rather to deliver concrete benefits in terms of time, money and 
environmental protection for European people. 
 
She emphasised that more must be done regarding ‘functional airspace blocks’ (FABs), 
common airspace control zones which are supposed to allow for more fluent and direct 
circulation above Europe (zig-zags in the air extend flights by an average of 50 km, the 
Commissioner recalled). Ms Bulc and the Italian Presidency are hopeful that a substantial 
agreement can be reached in the Council on the proposals by the end of the year. 
Source: EUROPOLITICS, 7/11/2014 

 
CUSTOMS  

 
CONTAINER STATUS MESSAGES DEBATED IN EP  
 
The Members of the European Parliament heard a presentation of the main conclusions of the 
Commission's letter to the Chair of the Customs Union Working Party (Council Coreper 
Working Party), which responded to his requested clarifications concerning the Commission 
proposed provision for carriers to provide Container Status Messages data (CSMs) for 
containers exiting the EU. While being aware that the Parliament adopted its first reading 
position which did not include export CSMs, Commission underlined that export CSM involve 
mostly negligible or zero additional costs for carriers (taking into consideration that they 
already would be submitting import CSMs) and could facilitate both combating fraud-related 
importation of specific goods (e.g. cigarettes) and the implementation of targeted export 
controls and verification of destination of sensitive exports. 
 
The Rapporteur explained that Parliament's views were clear on this issue and stressed the 
need to protect data and to prevent their misuse. A Member indicated that Parliament already 
voted and rejected the inclusion of export CSMs, and saw no essential reason that would 
justify a change of its position. Responding to concerns about the protection of export data 
and their sensitive nature, the Commission underlined that part of CSM data were already 
available in the public domain and its proposal included strong safeguards to ensure 
confidentiality for other data.  Commission also underlined that the Council text supported the 
inclusion of export CSMs, not the bulk of export CSMs but only a limited number of categories, 
and recalled that export CSMs did not contain personal data but only data on physical 
container movements. Regarding common rules on customs infringements and sanctions, the 
Commission said that current Regulation 515/1997 established the basis for Member States to 
open investigations and enquiries not linked to the fight against customs fraud. 
 
The Chair concluded by underlining that there should be strong reasons in Trialogue to change 
Parliament’s views, away from its first reading position adopted by a large majority. 

 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-14-1520_en.htm
http://europolitics.info/transport/bulc-more-must-be-done-single-sky
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GENERAL 
 
INDIA-US AGREEMENT ON KEY BALI ISSUES 
 
On 13 November 2014 the US and India agreed on the way forward for implementing key 
elements of the package of agreements reached last December at the WTO Ministerial 
Conference in Bali. According to the WTO, this agreement provides a basis to intensify the 
consultations with other WTO members on the best way to overcome the present stalemate 
and to promptly implement all Bali ministerial Decisions. 
 
While stressing that the India-US understanding would represent a major step forward, the 
WTO estimates that Members would need to redouble their efforts in order to minimize the 
delays provoked by the impasse on the conclusion of the post-Bali work program.  
 
The Director-General of the WTO, Roberto Azevedo, will be discussing these recent 
developments and the broader agenda to strengthen the multilateral trading system with G20 
Leaders in Brisbane this weekend.   
 

The press release of the WTO is available HERE. 

 
CHINA TO SPEED UP CONSTRUCTION OF NEW SILK ROAD  
 
China will accelerate the construction of the Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21st Century 
Maritime Silk Road, and strengthen cooperation with the countries involved, Chinese 
President Xi Jinping announced.  "We should prepare timetables and road maps for the 
coming years for the 'One Belt and One Road' project," Xi said when presiding over the eighth 
meeting of the Central Leading Group on Financial and Economic Affairs on Tuesday. 
 
"We will focus on some significant projects and let the construction of 'One Belt and One 
Road' commence as soon as possible," said the president, adding that the cooperation 
between China and the countries involved would be mutually beneficial.  The Silk Road 
Economic Belt and the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road were initiated by Xi in 2013. "One Belt 
and One Road" connects economies in Asia Pacific and Europe. China and the countries along 
the belt and road will share the benefits of the project such as bolstering the economy, 
improving people's livelihood and tackling crisis, according to Xi. 
Source:  Xinhuanet, 6/11/2014 
 

COMMISSIONER MOSCOVICI’S SPEECH ON TAX FRAUD AND TAX EVASION 
 
On 13 November 2014, Commissioner for economic and Financial Affairs, Taxation and 
Customs, Pierre Moscovici, made a speech in the European Parliament on the battle against 
tax fraud and tax evasion. 
 
Reminding the work done so far by the European Commission on these matters, especially at 
the level of the G20 on the BEPS project (Base Erosion and Profit Shifting) and the OECD on a 
new global standard for the exchange of information between tax authorities, Commissioner 
Moscovici stressed that “the fight against tax fraud and tax avoidance are the priority of my 
mandate as a Commissioner for taxation”. 

http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news14_e/dgra_13nov14_e.htm
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/china/2014-11/06/c_133770684.htm
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Pierre Moscovici also mentioned the Common Consolidated Corporate Tax Base proposal 
(CCCTB) as a high priority of his mandate. He estimated that “the CCCTB could fundamentally 
change the corporate tax environment in Europe, ensuring a closer link between taxation and 
economic activity and shutting off major channels of avoidance”. 
 

The entire speech is available HERE. 
 

ECOFIN COUNCIL DISCUSSES SEVERAL PROPOSALS RELATED TO TAXATION 
 
On 7 November 2014, ECOFIN Council discussed several proposal related to taxation matters. 
These are the main conclusions: 
 
- Proposal for a Council Directive on the common system of taxation applicable in the case 

of parent companies and subsidiaries of different Member States: This proposal would 
introduce a binding anti-abuse clause in the EU's parent-subsidiary directive. It would 
require governments to refrain from granting the benefits of the directive to an 
arrangement, or a series of arrangements, that are not 'genuine' and have been put in 
place to obtain a tax advantage. The Council discussed a compromise drafted by the Italian 
Presidency but delayed the vote for its endorsement to the session of the 9th of December. 
 
- Financial transaction tax (FTT): the Council discussed a proposal aimed at introducing a 

FTT in 11 member states through the "enhanced cooperation" procedure. The 11 
countries participating in enhanced cooperation on the FTT are Austria, Belgium, 
Estonia, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia and Spain. The 
presidency indicated that work would be intensified to enable an agreement in the 
near future, with the aim of implementing a first phase of the FTT from 1 January 
2016.  
 

- Standard VAT return: The presidency reported on ongoing work on a proposal to 
introduce a standard VAT return with the aim of reducing burdens on businesses, 
particularly SMEs. The Council held a brief discussion and the presidency agreed to 
reflect on the best possible way forward to enable an agreement. 

 
- VAT derogation - Latvia, Lithuania - Small businesses: The Council adopted decisions 

authorising Latvia and Lithuania, by way of derogation from Article 287 of directive 
2006/112/EC, to continue exempting small businesses from VAT payments under 
certain conditions. The measures exempt taxable persons whose annual turnover is no 
higher than €50,000 and €45,000 respectively. The derogations will apply until 31 
December 2017. 

 

EU Commissioner for economic and Financial Affairs, Taxation and Customs, Pierre Moscovici, 
urged Member States to endorse its position on the proposal on Parent Subsidiaries Directive 
in December and regretted the lack of progress made on the Standard VAT return. His speech 

related to Council’s conclusions is available HERE. 
 
 
 
 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-14-1720_fr.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-14-1560_fr.htm?locale=en
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 
CLECAT MEETINGS  
 
CORE/Cassandra Workshop  

 20 November, Brussels  
Customs Institute  

 21 November, Brussels 
Security Institute  

 10 March a.m, Brussels  
Air Logistics Institute  

 10 March p.m. 
Maritime Institute 

 11 March a.m. 
Sustainable Logistics Institute  

 11 March p.m. 
Road Institute/Joint meeting with FIATA 

 18 March p.m. Zurich  
Rail Institute / joint meeting with FIATA 

 23-24 April Vienna  
Board General Assembly  

 2 June 2015, Brussels  
Freight Forwarders Forum  

 19 November 2015   
 

OTHER EVENTS with CLECAT PARTICIPATION  
 
UNECE-Belgium Workshop on Intelligent Transport System 

 17-18 November, Brussels, Belgium 
DG MOVE Rail Freight Days Conference 

 27-28 November, Brussels, Belgium 
Intermodal Transport Conference UIIR 

 4-5 December, Brussels, Belgium 
 

European Parliament TRAN Committee 

 Meeting on November 20 has been cancelled 

 1-2 December, Brussels, Belgium 
- Briefings on commitments made at the hearing by Commissioners-designate:  

VIOLETA BULC - COMMISSIONER FOR TRANSPORT 
Karmenu Vella, Commissioner for Environment, Maritime and Fisheries 
Jyrki Katainen - Vice-President for Jobs, Growth, Investment and Competitiveness 

 
Council    
Transport Council 

 3 December (provisional) 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2014/540328/IPOL_BRI(2014)540328_EN.pdf

