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NEWS FROM BRUSSELS  
 

FREIGHT FORWARDERS’ FORUM 2014: LAST CHANCE TO REGISTER    
 
CLECAT’s annual Freight Forwarders Forum addressing ‘the Future 
of Logistics; challenges and solutions explored’ will take place at 
the World Customs Organisation on the 6th November.    
 
The Forum will include key note speeches from policy makers in the 

EC and EP, including Fotis Karamitsos, Deputy Director-General, Coordination of Directorates 
C & D European Commission, Gesine Meissner, Member of the European Parliament and 
Jeroen Eijsink, CEO DHL Freight Germany. 
  
For more information and REGISTRATION see the CLECAT WEBSITE.  
 

CLECAT TO HOST ICARGO WORKSHOP AT INTERMODAL 2014   
   

A workshop addressing ‘Intelligent Logistics through Partnering 
in the Supply Chain’ will be chaired by European freight 
forwarders association, CLECAT, and the European Shippers 
Council (ESC) at Intermodal Europe 2014, which takes place 
from 11-13 November at the Rotterdam AHOY. 

 
On day two of Intermodal Europe 2014, Nicolette van der Jagt, Director General of CLECAT, 
and Joost Sitskoorn of the European Shippers Council (ESC) will lead the workshop, which will 
include several presentations from industry experts and a round table discussion.  
 
Topics to be addressed will include the challenges that face users and operators through 
partnerships within the supply chain, as well as looking at some of the developments within 
the industry.  “There is a lot of innovation in this industry, which will be discussed, such as the 
development of intelligent cargo to improve efficiency and sustainability and the management 
of complex supply chains through intelligent IT systems” explains Nicolette van der Jagt.”  
 
Presentations will focus on the iCargo pilots which will demonstrate simplified and more 
energy-efficient management of freight flow in international rail / multimodal corridors, 
demonstrate e-services to integrate motorways of the sea with competitive hinterland co-
modal offerings and how to improve the sustainability profile of an entire, complex supply 
chain through cooperative planning and execution solutions.  Stora Enso and DHL/Unilever  
will demonstrate the first results of the pilots.  

http://www.clecat.org/component/rsform/form/9-fff-2014-registration.html
http://www.clecat.org/news-events/events/423-freight-forwarders-forum-2014.html
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Intermodal Europe is a three day free-to-attend exhibition and conference for logistics 
professionals. Intermodal Europe is widely considered one of the most important events in the 
container shipping calendar.   
 

CLECAT AND ESC HOSTING WORKSHOP ON CORE 20 NOVEMBER BRUSSELS  
 

CLECAT and ESC are organising a workshop on the recently 
launched CORE project ‘Securing global supply chain 
through supply chain visibility’ on Thursday 20 November 
2014 in Brussels.  

 
CORE is a project the European Union supports via the Security Theme of its Seventh 
Framework Programme for Research and Technological Development.  In CORE major actors in 
international logistics, industrial companies acting on the global scale, law enforcement and 
transport authorities, technology developers and research institutions will work together. The 
participation of the World Customs organization and of Interpol, together with a number of 
national EU Customs, is paramount for the success of CORE and for the future promotion of 
mutual recognition of controls and of security measures. 
 
CORE will consist of a pilot implementation of integrated parallel approaches, as a way to 
catalyse the critical mass required to discover practical problems and to propose solutions 
delivering sizable and sustainable progress on a global scale.  In CORE innovative concepts will 
be tested, effective interacting with policy making bodies at national and EU level. 
 
A major innovation in CORE is the use of risk intelligent supply chain optimisation systems. 
Modern supply chains are complex and much effort has been put into cost saving through 
inventory reduction and consolidation. This can impact on resilience – a “black swan” event 
affecting a major logistics hub could have a massive impact on global trade and well-being. 
Currently risk reduction and cost are seen as competing factors. CORE will develop risk 
mitigation techniques which simultaneously reduce costs, delivering a win-win for all 
stakeholders.  
 
The CLECAT/ESC workshop will include a practical ‘game chain’. The game demonstrates 
different data-sharing concepts that allow an extended assessment of risks, both by business 
and government, and thereby enabling improved supply chain visibility and cost-efficient and 
effective security enhancement. In the game the players can experiment the effects of these 
various concepts and experience how they can collaboratively innovate the logistics chain. 
 

JUNCKER'S EU COMMISSION TAKES OFFICE 
 
The new European Commission formally takes office on the 1st of November under Jean-
Claude Juncker’s Presidency. The Commissioners are appointed for 5 years, i.e. until the 31st of 
October 2019. 
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NEW TRANSPORT COMMISSIONER VIOLETA BULC DEFINES PRIORITIES FOR TRANSPORT  

Marjeta Jager (picture) Director for Security in DG MOVE, 
will be the transport commissioner's chief of staff. Désirée 
Oen, Deputy Head of Cabinet in the Kallas Cabinet will keep 
this position in the new cabinet.  

As reported in last week’s Update (NL 41) Slovenian 
Commissioner designate for transport Violeta Bulc made an 

excellent impression in her hearing in front of the 
European Parliament’s transport and tourism committee in 
Strasbourg. During the debate she highlighted the 
following priorities:  

 Ensure the efficiency and technical compatibility of 
European transport  infrastructure,  

 Develop policies to promote integration across 
different transport sector based on the principle of 
general infrastructure costs being funded by those who use them, 

 Improve interconnectivity and integration of all modes of transport, 

 Promote transport as an attractive profession for younger people, guarantee equal 
working conditions, and prevent social dumping, 

 Promote a technology push funded by private and public investment, involving many parts 
of the transport sector, 

 Turn the Trans-European Transport Network (TEN- T) into a reality, 

 Reduce greenhouse emissions by promoting renewable and  alternative fuels  in transport, 

 Promote innovation, intelligent transport system (ITS) and new technologies to help to 
create a more efficient and reliable transport system and a Single European  transport 
area,   

 Ensure that transport contributes to the development of smart cities. 
 
For reviewing the hearing http://ephearings2014.eu/ 
 

RAIL 
 

EUROPEAN RAIL FREIGHT DAYS CONFERENCE 

 
The Commission is organising together with CER and UNIFE the European Rail Freight Days 
Conference in Brussels.  The event will take place on 27 and 28 November 2014 at the 
Borschette Centre in Rue Froissart 36.  
 
The Commission wants to develop a new agenda for rail freight, based on feedback of the rail 
freight community and the experience of the Rail Freight Corridors.  The Rail Freight Corridors 
have to attract customers through continuous development in terms of standard, quality, 
interoperability and capacity, paving the way for improved quality of rail freight services across 
Europe, addressing customer needs.  
 

http://www.kpv.gov.si/fileadmin/kpv.gov.si/pageuploads/2014/09/CV_violeta_bulc_2014.pdf
http://ephearings2014.eu/
http://www.cer.be/
http://www.unife.org/
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A long-term strategic approach has to be combined with pragmatic solutions which can be 
implemented quickly, e.g. by harmonising operational rules and by cooperating to form a 
network. Innovation will result necessary to contribute to make European rail freight more 
competitive and Shift2Rail will play a key role in providing valuable innovative solutions for rail 
freight. The revitalisation of rail freight also requires measures for wagonload which is the 
market segment of rail freight facing the strongest challenges. These themes will be discussed 
during the 2 day event. 
 
Programme of the event is available here 
 

MARITIME 

 

FMC'S LIDINSKY CRITICAL OF OCEAN THREE APPROVAL PROCESS 

U.S. Federal Maritime commissioner has asked the commission chairman to review the rapid 
approval of the alliance.   Federal Maritime Commissioner Richard Lidinsky is asking the 
chairman of the agency, Mario Cordero, to look into the process by which the Ocean Three 
vessel-sharing alliance was allowed to go into effect.    The deal will align the container liner 
companies CMA CGM, United Arab Shipping Corp. and China Shipping. It was approved by the 
agency earlier this month, just days after the 2M alliance of Maersk and MSC.    Lidinsky also 
said he is concerned that there needs to internal reforms so that commissioners have 
sufficient time to review recommendations from the agency’s staff.    Earlier this month, 
Lidinsky had wanted to stop the clock on 45-day waiting period built into the approval process 
for large agreements. 
 
Source: American Shipper 27/10/14 
 

RATES FALL FURTHER, LINES HOPE FOR NOVEMBER HIKE 
 
Freight rates continued to decline on all the major trades in the week 20-27 October as 
container lines look to November and the latest round of recommended general rate 
increases. 
 
Carriers pushing for rises of up to nearly $1,000 per teu on the Asia-Europe trade are hoping 
to repeat 2013’s general rate increases when rates jumped some 123% from $670 to $1,423. 
The latest Shanghai Containerised Freight Index shows that on Asia-Europe routes, prices have 
slipped to yet another yearly low, by $8, or 1.1%, to $697, the index’s lowest level since 
October 2013.  
 
On the Mediterranean trade, rates stood at $936 per teu, down $29, or 3%, on the previous 
week. Meanwhile, rates to US west coast and US east coast destinations remained relatively 
flat, with spot prices dipping 1.4% and 0.7%. Prices to the US west coast were recorded at 
$2,139 per feu and to the east coast at $4,119 per feu, according to the SCFI.  
 
Despite the declines reported on the major trades, the SCFI Comprehensive Index rose slightly 
by 4.59 points, or 0.5%, to 967.31 points, following hikes in rates from Asia to the Middle East 
Gulf. Rates on these routes increased $146, or 22.4%, to $798 following the partial success of 
GRIs from carriers operating in the region. 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/transport/modes/rail/events/doc/2014-11-27-rail-freight-days/agenda.pdf
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The Hong Kong-Los Angeles container freight rate benchmark published by Drewry remained 
unchanged at $1,975 per feu. However, Drewry expects pricing to be stable in the coming 
weeks as service suspensions and missed sailings compensate for a seasonal drop in cargo 
volumes. 
 
Source: Lloyd’s Loading List 

ROAD  
 

KALLAS COMMENTS ON STUDY ON GERMAN ROAD CHARGING   

Statement from Vice President Kallas in response to media inquiries on a study on the planned 
German road charging scheme’s (die Maut) compatibility with EU law: 
 
Let me say first of all that we strongly support the principle that road users should pay for the 
roads they drive on. I also strongly believe that infrastructure financing is a long term task that 
needs stable financial flows. Germany needs nearly €5 billion a year just to stabilise the 
condition of its road infrastructure. Many of our Member States face similar problems of 
chronic underinvestment. Secondly, we strongly believe that all European drivers should be 
treated equally. That's in the Treaty; it's not negotiable. Whether you are German, Italian, 
Austrian or Dutch you should pay the same charge as any other user on the same German, 
French or Greek motorway. Thirdly, this is an issue in full responsibility of Germany to get it 
right, full subsidiarity. It is for Member States to decide whether and how they charge the 
drivers of passenger cars - in their towns and cities and on the open highway. It's not for the 
European Commission to micromanage German transport policy or German tax policy. The 
Commission's role is to ensure such an important Member State initiative is in line with EU law 
and policy. Commission experts and I have met several times over the last months with 
minister Dobrindt and his team. I appreciate the open dialogue between Germany and the 
Commission and I am very pleased to see the German side is serious about developing a 
concept that meets our concerns, in particular as regards non-discrimination. The ideas 
presented go in the right direction. 
 
We have received the study of the University of Bonn [on compatibility with EU law]. Of course 
this is not a legal guarantee but it looks encouraging. Assessing the final Maut laws will be the 
task of my successor as transport commissioner as the term of the current Commission ends 
this week. I am sure the new Commission will accompany the process constructively, as did 
the current one. This bold and innovative initiative, by a country where the car plays such an 
important part in the economy, sends an important signal to the rest of Europe. I am very 
pleased to see that Germany will ensure sustainable infrastructure financing by reserving 
Maut income for transport use. 
 
HTTP://EC.EUROPA.EU/COMMISSION_2010-2014/KALLAS/HEADLINES/NEWS/2014/10/MAUT_EN.HTM 
 

EP HEARING ON EUROPEAN ROAD TOLL SYSTEMS FOR PRIVATE VEHICLES 
 
The European Parliament will organise a public hearing on Tuesday 4th November on the 
“European Road Toll Systems for Private Vehicles”.  
 
There will be presentations on the legal aspects of the road financial and different toll systems 
in Europe. Key speakers include: Mr Marc Billiet, Head of EU Goods Transport, International 

http://ec.europa.eu/commission_2010-2014/kallas/headlines/news/2014/10/maut_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201410/20141023ATT91704/20141023ATT91704EN.jpg
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Road Transport Union (IRU); Mr Jos Dings, Director Transport and Environment (T&E); Ms 
Sylvie Peyrou, Maître de Conférences, Université de Pau et des Pays de l'Adour; Ms Laurianne 
Krid, Policy Director Fédération Internationale de l'Automobile (FIA); Mr Bruno De La Fuente, 
Chairman of the Permanent Committee, ASECAP (European Association with tolled 
motorways, bridges and tunnels); Mr Hubert Resch, Managing Director; ASFINAG (Operator); 
Mr Carlos Pitarque, Chief Technology Oficer, ABERTIS (Operator); and Mr Steve Newsome, 
Head of International and European Affairs, Transport for London. 

 
The programme of the hearing is available here 
 
Source: TRAN Committee events 
 

ROAD HAULIERS ALSO AFFECTED BY RUSSIAN EMBARGO 
 
Several member states are deeply concerned over the effects of the Russian embargo on food 
imports on the road transport sector, with Poland, Lithuania and Latvia being particularly 
affected. Warsaw has now asked the Commission to consider granting aid to the sector. 
According to figures supplied by the Polish Permanent Representation in Brussels, the 
country’s road hauliers lost €21.7 million in August alone (when the embargo was announced). 
"For Polish road hauliers specialising in food transport, who have invested in a dedicated fleet 
of refrigerated vehicles, the Russian embargo means the loss of the majority of contracts.” “In 
August alone, and only for exports of animal products, there was a decrease of around 1,600 
truck operations from Poland,” said Michael Nielsen, the International Road Transport Union’s 
(IRU) EU delegate. “We think the Commission should help the hauliers who have been 
affected. We are in talks with the Commission at the moment. We are asking for 
compensation, just as farmers are given compensation." The embargo on EU agricultural 
products is especially felt in countries such as Lithuania and Poland, but also by others with 
important exports to Russia, like the Netherlands, Germany and Finland. 
 

AIR   
 

SHIPPERS CALL ON FORWARDERS TO NEGOTIATE WITH AIRLINES OVER FUEL SURCHARGES 
 

European shippers have called on forwarders to negotiate with airlines to change the pricing 
mechanism for fuel surcharges. Shippers say that a 25% drop in oil prices since July has not 
translated into a similar fall in surcharges, despite airlines assuring shippers that surcharges 
are linked to the oil price. 
 
According to the ESC, two large shippers have called for a change in the way the mechanism 
works. They want to work with forwarders on changing the baseline, and to add part of the 
current fuel surcharge into the standard airfreight rate. They also would like to agree a new 
surcharge mechanism on fuel price fluctuations and add a surcharge agreement to contracts. 
 
Joost van Doesburg, air freight policy manager for the European Shippers’ Council, said that 
last year the price of fuel fell 10%, yet surcharges stayed the same. When fuel then increased, 
so did the surcharge, effectively changing the base rate. Mr Van Doesburg called on 
forwarders to fulfil their role as shippers’ representatives towards airlines and negotiate lower 
surcharges. 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201410/20141023ATT91654/20141023ATT91654EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/tran/events.html?id=hearings
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IATA Director General Tony Tyler said that lower surcharges would come, as jet fuel prices 
tend to lag behind the oil price by about a month. However, some airlines may not feel the full 
effect of lower oil prices due to their widespread practice of hedging fuel at an agreed rate, as 
well as currency fluctuations between the euro and the US dollar. 
 
Read for full article THE LOADSTAR 

 
TONY TYLER CALLS FOR GREATER COLLABORATION AND COOPERATION  

Tony Tyler, IATA’s Director General and CEO, spoke at AVSEC World 2014 in Washington this 
week, where he called for greater cooperation and collaboration among governments and 
industry in order to respond to new and emerging threats to security as well as the rising 
demand for connectivity of people and commerce. In his remarks, Mr. Tyler identified four 
specific areas stakeholders must address: 

 Information sharing about conflict regions 
 More effective border controls  
 Better ways of passenger and cargo screening and facilitation 
 Threats to cybersecurity 

Read the full text of Mr. Tyler’s speech  

CUSTOMS  
 

EXCHANGE WITH MEP JUVIN ON THE UCC-DELEGATED ACTS  
 
CLECAT has been invited to a meeting organised by MEP Juvin, Rapporteur on the 
commission's second draft of the UCC-Delegated Acts at the European Parliament (EP).  
 
CLECAT is looking forward to discuss with the Rapporteur and his Shadow Rapporteurs, their 
political advisors and assistants and other members of the Trade Contact Group main concerns 
and hot issues on the Commission's second draft of the UCC-DA. 
 

PUBLICATION OF THE COMBINED NOMENCLATURE 2015 
 
On 31 October 2014, the European Union published in the Official Journal the version 2015 of 
the Combined Nomenclature. 
 

The Combined Nomenclature 2015 is available HERE. 
 

EC PUBLISHES A WORKING DOCUMENT ON THE FUTURE OF VAT 
 
On 30 October 2014, the European Commission published a working document on the 
implementation of the definitive VAT regime for intra-EU trade. This document sets out the 
state of play and the next steps regarding the implementation of a new system based on 
taxation at destination. The initial idea of the European Commission was to propose legislation 
on this issue by mid-2014 but consultations with stakeholders revealed that further work, 

http://theloadstar.co.uk/air-cargo-surcharges/?utm_source=The+Loadstar+daily+email&utm_campaign=1ddb96a9d8-Loadstar_30_October_201410_30_2014&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c4570e43d4-1ddb96a9d8-125888229
http://cl.s6.exct.net/?qs=f33bf0f9277061b6d4d1a427ab64992360faff2bce09e12660274702f96b9b1b
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L:2014:312:FULL&from=FR
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assessments and studies were needed. The working document presents therefore an overview 
of the current situation. 
 
According to the consultations led by the Commission two issues in particular still need to be 
addressed: the definition of the place of taxation and the person liable for payment of VAT to 
the tax authorities. In order to address these issues, the Commission services worked on the 
identification of 5 possible options which are detailed in the working document. They are 
currently focusing on an in-depth work on their likely advantages and disadvantages. 
 
Indeed, based on this identification of the options, Commission staff launched a study to 
quantify the problems related to intra-EU supplies in comparison with domestic supplies and 
assess the impacts of each of the options in comparison with the current situation. This 
assessment will consider the effects on taxable persons and on Member States. The final 
report should be available by spring 2015. 
 

The entire working document of the Commission is available HERE. The press release is 

available HERE.  A Q&A on the issue is available HERE. 

 
GENERAL 

 

EU LEADERS ADOPT ‘FLEXIBLE’ ENERGY AND CLIMATE TARGETS FOR 2030  
 
EU leaders agreed a new climate and energy deal on the night of 24th October to reduce by 
2030 greenhouse gas emissions by at least 40%, and increase energy efficiency and renewable 
energy sources by at least 27%. “About half” of the greenhouse gas reduction will be achieved 
via the current Emissions Trading System (ETS), which puts a price on polluting by auctioning 
emissions allowances. The other half is to be achieved by new measures in sectors not yet 
covered by the ETS, “like transport, agriculture and buildings”. The reduction target for these 
sectors will be “national, yet tradable”, Council president Herman Van Rompuy said, adding 
that the new system will be modelled on the cap-and-trade ETS regime. German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel stressed that while the 40% emissions reduction target is going to be broken 
down to individual Member States based on their GDP per capita, those countries that will 
have lower targets would have to do more in other areas. She added that “a lot could happen” 
between now and 2030 “so you can’t say now what should be a binding target for each and 
every country down to the last digit, but the overall 40% target is binding [on the EU].” The 
second target is that at least 27% of the EU’s energy consumption in 2030 should come from a 
renewable source. This target is also “binding on an EU level”. The third target is to increase 
the EU’s energy efficiency by “at least 27%”. This goal is “indicative”.  
 
The European Commission had proposed 30%, but after several Member States called for 25%, 
a compromise was made. The fourth target is that by 2030 the bloc should have “electricity 
interconnection worth 15%” of installed capacity. French President François Hollande said the 
deal would send a clear message to big polluters such as China and the United States ahead of 
UN talks in Paris next year to agree global legally binding greenhouse gas emissions. A special 
“flexibility clause” was added to the final text, making it possible for the European Council to 
return to the targets after the UN summit on climate change to be held in Paris in December 
2015.  
 
Source: EurActiv & EUobserver 24th October 2014 

http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/resources/documents/taxation/vat/swd_2014_338.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1216_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-14-607_en.htm
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DHL RAISING LTL PRICES BY UP TO 5% 
 
DHL Freight is to raise its groupage tariffs for 2015 by up to 5% to compensate for the rising 
external costs of its network operations, the company revealed today.  
 
It said the main cost drivers in the domestic and international less than truckload (LTL) 
groupage market included "severe wage increases caused by driver shortages, higher 
administration, insurance and environmental fees (eg Marpol), the reduction of average 
shipment sizes and increased delivery frequencies".  Driver shortages have become a 
significant issue in European markets such as Germany and the UK. And DHL said that since 
2013, the company had invested "more than any other LTL groupage provider into 
automation, network quality and customer service".  
 
Amadou Diallo, CEO of DHL Freight, commented: "With the significant external cost challenges 
this industry is faced with, the market players can only continue to provide shippers with the 
required quality and technology investments if some of the costs are passed on." DHL Freight 
is one of Europe's largest road freight providers, operating LTL, FTL and intermodal services in 
more than 50 countries and territories.  
 
Source: Lloyd's Lloyding List, 31 October 2014 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
CLECAT MEETINGS  
 
Sustainable Logistics  

 5 November (morning) 
Road Institute  

 5 November  (afternoon) , Brussels  
Rail Institute  

 6 November  (morning) , Brussels 
 FREIGHT FORWARDERS FORUM  

 6 November, WCO, Brussels 
Board and General Assembly  

 7 November, WCO, Brussels 
CORE/Cassandra Workshop  

 20 November, Brussels  
Customs Institute  

 21 November, Brussels  
 

OTHER MEETINGS/EVENTS with CLECAT PARTICIPATION  
 
iCargo General Assembly 

 4 November, Dortmund, Germany 
Intermodal Europe 2014 Conference  

 11-13 November, Rotterdam, Netherlands 
DG MOVE Rail Freight Days Conference 

 27-28 November, Brussels, Belgium 
Intermodal Transport Conference UIIR 

 4-5 December, Brussels, Belgium 
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European Parliament  
 
Transport and Tourism Committee Meeting 

 3 November (afternoon) 
- Presentation of the COST OF NON-EUROPE REPORT 
- Cross-border exchange of information on road safety - presentation of draft report / Ayala 

Sender 
- Scrutiny of Commission's implementing powers -Presentation by the Commission - DG MOVE 

of EU work on Aviation Safety 
 

 4 November (morning) 
- Presentation of TEN-T study by Policy Department 
- Presentation by the Commission, DG MOVE on state of play on aviation agreements 
- Presentation by EMSA Executive Director Mr Mylly 
- Presentation by DG ITEC on e-meeting 

 4 November (afternoon) 
- Hearing on 'European road toll systems for private vehicles' 

 20 November 
 
Council    
 
Transport Council 

 3 December (provisional) 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201410/20141028ATT92086/20141028ATT92086EN.pdf

