
 

 

 

 
Newsletter Issue 40 / 20 October 2014 

 
 

NEWS FROM BRUSSELS  
 
 

FREIGHT FORWARDERS’ FORUM 2014: DID YOU ALREADY REGISTER?   
 

CLECAT’s annual Freight Forwarders Forum addressing ‘the Future 
of Logistics; challenges and solutions explored’ will take place at 
the World Customs Organisation on the 6th November.    
 
The Forum will include key note speeches from policy makers in 
the EC and EP, including Fotis Karamitsos, Deputy Director-

General, Coordination of Directorates C & D European Commission, Gesine Meissner, Member 
of the European Parliament and Jeroen Eijsink, CEO DHL Freight Germany. 
  
For more information and REGISTRATION see the CLECAT WEBSITE.  
 
 

ELP CALLS FOR EC TO TACKLE THE CHALLENGES OF THE LOGISTICS INDUSTRY 

 

  
At the sixth event of the European Logistics Platform 
(ELP) in the European Parliament, 50 EU policymakers 
and industry stakeholders came together to discuss 
future actions on freight logistics. The event was hosted 
by Wim van de Camp MEP, who underlined the 

importance of strengthening the logistics sector in the European Union: “Accounting for more 
than 10% of Europe’s GDP, the logistics sector is a key driver for the European economy. If 
Europe wants to remain competitive in this sector, we have to ensure that we as policy makers 
provide the right framework conditions to support logistics companies in the challenges that 
they face”.  
 
The event discussed a variety of possible actions in particular with regard to freight logistics. 
Fotis Karamitsos, Deputy Director-General of DG MOVE, gave the European Commission´s 
view on freight transport logistics. For the business sector, Dr. Tobias Meyer, Executive Vice 
President Corporate Development at Deutsche Post DHL, emphasized the huge opportunities 
of an interconnected European logistics sector to stimulate growth and jobs. Maher Chebbo, 
Vice President/ Head of EMEA Energy & Natural Resources at SAP, highlighted the important 
role of digital logistics and innovations which will have a major impact on the logistics sector in 
the foreseeable future. According to him, policy recommendations need to pay particular 

http://www.clecat.org/component/rsform/form/9-fff-2014-registration.html
http://www.clecat.org/news-events/events/423-freight-forwarders-forum-2014.html
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attention to real time digital logistics, as they have a strong bearing upon Europe’s 
competitiveness in the future. 
  
For the European Logistics Platform, Alexander Kirschall, Chairman of the ELP, emphasized 
that this parliamentary term does have the potential to pave the way for a more competitive, 
innovative and sustainable Europe: “Even though it is generally accepted that the logistics 
sector in the EU, with more than seven million employees, is important, there is no true 
European framework for the logistics sector. The reason for this lies in the cross-sector nature 
of logistics as well as the corresponding low level of visibility. This is why we call on the 
Members of Parliament to support the initiative of establishing an interparliamentary group 
on logistics.”  
 
For more information: ELP WEBSITE  
 

TRAN COMMITTEE VOTES ON DECISIONS TO OPEN INTER INSTITUTIONAL NEGOTIATIONS  

 
On October 13, the Transport Committee of the European Parliament voted on the mandates 
to enter into inter institutional negotiations for the following reports:  Fourth Railway Package, 
Weights and Dimensions Directive, Rail transport statistics and Statistics of goods transport by 
inland waterways. 
 
As for the Weights and Dimensions Directive, with Rapporteur Jörg Leichtfried (S&D; AT), the 
decision to enter into negotiations with the Council was adopted by 39 votes in favour and 2 
objections. For the Fourth Railway Package, the TRAN Committee voted positively to enter 
into inter institutional negotiations for the reports establishing a Single European railway area, 
Opening at the market for domestic passenger services-PSO Regulation, Interoperability of the 
rail system, Railway safety, European Union Agency for railways, Normalisation on the 
accounts of railway undertakings. Regarding the Rail transport statistics with Rapporteur 
Michael Cramer (Greens/EFA; DE), and Statistics of goods transport by inland waterways, with 
Rapporteur Bas Eickout (Greens/EFA; NL), the decisions to enter into negotiations with the 
Council were both adopted with 40 votes in favour and 1 abstention for each.  
 
Source: Highlights TRAN Committee 

 

 ŠEFČOVIČ REPLACED AS TRANSPORT COMMISSIONER BY BULC IN RESHUFFLE   
 
The European Parliament’s transport committee has written to Jean-Claude Juncker, the 
president-elect of the European Commission, asking him not to move Maroš Šefčovič from the 
transport portfolio to the energy union portfolio. 
 
Following last week’s RESIGNATION OF ALENKA BRATUŠEK, the Slovenian nominee to be the 
European Commission vice-president for energy union, there has been speculation – 
confirmed now by Mr Juncke - that the new Slovenian nominee will be given the transport and 
space portfolio and that Šefčovič will be promoted to vice-president for energy union. 
Slovenia’s new nominee, VIOLETTA BULC, is thought to be too inexperienced to take on a vice-
presidency. A portfolio reshuffle will be required. 
 
 

http://www.european-logistics-platform.eu/en/events/events_archive/future-actions-on-freight-logistics.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0105(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0029(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0028(COD)&l=en#keyEvents
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0015(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0015(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0016(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0014(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0013(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0013(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0297(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0226(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/tran/home.html
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/grand-coalition-swings-behind-fajon/
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/cerar-puts-forward-violeta-bulc-to-replace-bratusek/
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Ms Bulc is the current Slovenian Deputy Prime Minister, and minister of development, 
strategic projects and cohesion. She is the founder of Telemach, one of Slovenia's largest 
telecoms companies. Ms Bulc will face a hearing from TRAN committee members today. A like-
for-like swap with Ms Bratušek was ruled out by Mr Juncker as Ms Bulc was deemed too 
inexperienced to take on a Commission Vice-Presidency. 
 
Source: EUROPEAN VOICE, EURACTIV 
 

MARITIME 
 

ECSA CALLS ON EU TO HOLD OFF ON MARITIME EMISSIONS REGULATION 
 
European shipowners have expressed concern at the intention of the Italian Presidency of the 
EU Council to push for an inter-institutional agreement on the EU Regulation for Monitoring, 
Reporting and Verification system of carbon dioxide emissions from maritime transport (EU 
MRV Regulation), which could potentially include commercial and operational information. 
Prior to inter-institutional negotiations beginning on 15 October, ECSA urged EU decision-
makers to re-focus on developments at international level, to avoid unilateral EU action 
leading to regional differentiation and ultimately obstruct progress in the IMO. 
 
In 2013, the European Commission put forward the MRV proposal with the intention of paving 
the way for an international solution. The IMO has in parallel been making progress towards 
establishing a global monitoring system, but at a slower pace than the EU. ECSA calls for the 
EU instrument should be as simple and straightforward as possible, so as to be easily 
adaptable at a later stage to incorporate the outcome of the IMO process. Moreover, the 
simpler the EU tool remains, the more it will facilitate international negotiations instead of 
pre-empting them. 
 
The Commission’s proposal indicates 2018 as the starting year for the monitoring exercise, 
giving ample time to the IMO to decide which global measures are the most environmentally 
effective and economically sound. ECSA has expressed scepticism as to the urgency of an 
agreement at EU level when it would not only be possible but also more prudent to await the 
results of the IMO deliberations. 
 
CLECAT likewise has argued in favour of prioritising a global approach to maritime emissions, 
rather than the EU adopting unilateral regional approaches which may distort the 
marketplace. 
 

ESC OPPOSES M2 ALLIANCE 
 
The European Shippers Council had expressed opposition to the M2 vessel sharing agreement, 
which will consist of 185 vessels with an estimated capacity of 2.1 million TEU, and which 
could reach around 35% of market shares between Asia and Europe. The 35% share is above 
the point at which the alliance may be investigated by competition authorities including the 
European Commission for anti-competitive practices. According to the ESC, the free choice of 
shippers should be and remain the highest priority. Individual shipping lines have to 
distinguish on price, service levels and routing.  
 

http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/transport-meps-want-to-keep-sefcovic/
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/eu-priorities-2020/sefcovic-shuffled-energy-union-bulc-gets-transport-309216
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CLECAT does not oppose consortia and understands and appreciates the benefits that can flow 
from vessel sharing agreements.  Consortia agreements above a 30% market share threshold 
fall outside the consortia exemption and the co-operation amongst carriers is subject to self-
assessment. There is however equally some concern amongst our members that consortia and 
further consolidation amongst carriers will reduce effective competition in key European 
markets. 

RAIL  
 

RUSSIA AND CHINA TO DEVELOP HIGH-SPEED RAIL CORRIDOR 
 
A memorandum on cooperation on high-speed rail has been signed between representatives 
of the Russian Federation, Russian Railways, China's State Committee for Development and 
Reform and Chinese Railways. The purpose of the document is to develop a Moscow - Beijing 
high-speed transport corridor, including a priority project for a high-speed railway line 
between Moscow - Kazan. In the framework of the memorandum, the parties plan to interact 
within their competence to implement unified planning and coordination, while the 
companies will work together and develop a strategic partnership and cooperation in the field 
of high-speed rail, including cooperation on design, construction work, maintenance, 
equipment supplies, investment and project financing.  
HTTP://ENGLISH.CRCC.CN 

 
ROAD 

 
UK: DRIVER SHORTAGE IMPEDES FORWARDERS  

 
The trade association representing companies handling much of the UK's visible trade is 
warning that a severe shortage of HGV drivers could wreak havoc with deliveries in the lead-
up to the Christmas peak. Whilst members of the British International Freight Association 
(BIFA) tend to be truck hirers rather than operators, they report that the difficulties being 
caused by the shortage of HGV drivers is being compounded by an earlier-then-expected peak 
season with higher-than-forecast volumes of container and trailer imports. BIFA also says that 
the implementation of the new HGV driver regulations in early September - the Driver 
Certificate of Professional Competence - has also contributed to a driver shortage already 
present within the logistics and distribution sectors and caused by a lack of new entrants. 
(ben)  
www.bifa.org  

AIR 
 

AIR FREIGHT DEMAND EXPECTED TO PICK UP BRIEFLY 
 
Senior air freight executives are expecting a relatively short but “heavy” peak season this 
winter, with demand expected to pick up strongly from the second half of this month, 
although charter bookings currently remain subdued. 
 
Robert van de Weg, VP for sales and marketing at AirBridgeCargo, believes that for charter 
flights many customers are still applying a ‘wait and see approach’ based on market volatility 
of recent years. Product launches likely to boost the market include the latest Apple iPad 

http://english.crcc.cn/
http://www.bifa.org/
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launch from Chengdu and a general pre-Christmas rush from the major technology producers 
in China. 
 
James Woodrow, head of cargo at Cathay Pacific Airways, welcomed the recent 
announcement that the world’s biggest air freight forwarder, DHL Global Forwarding (DGF), 
had launched a series of initiatives to secure long-term air freight capacity on several trade 
lanes in response to tightening capacity and rising prices – notably to and from Asia Pacific. 
 
DGF’s programme involves securing long-term blocked-space agreements on regular 
scheduled commercial airline capacity and also chartering freighter aircraft. Although the most 
urgent needs are for the fourth-quarter peak season, the company said the programme 
covered both peak season and year-round commitments. 
 
Trade activity among Asia’s emerging markets rebounded from low growth in the first quarter 
of 2014 and has been on an upward trend ever since, DGF said. In Asia Pacific, air freight 
carriers are registering a 7.1% rise in freight-tonne-kilometres (FTK) in July 2014 compared to 
2013, DGF pointed out. 
 
Source: LLOYD’S LOADING LIST 
 
 

AIR CARGO INDUSTRY FIGURES CALL FOR COLLABORATION ON TRANSIT TIMES 
 
At the TIACA Air Cargo Forum in Seoul, numerous industry figures called for urgent action by 
supply chain partners to reduce air freight transit times. Glyn Hughes, global head of cargo at 
IATA, said cutting 48 hours off transit times was a question of survival, to which there is no 
alternative if accelerated modal shift is to be avoided. 
 
Michael Steen, former chair of TIACA, agreed that the six-day transit process must change, and 
that airlines and forwarders must make sure that they add more value in the future. Mr Steen 
added that processes which do not add value must be eradicated, whether in the handling 
process, or using more automation. Shippers speaking at the event nonetheless indicated that 
reliability is more important than speed. 
 
Oliver Evans, chairman of TIACA, iterated that collaboration, co-operation and integration are 
the key concepts for the future direction of air cargo. This principle also holds for security 
regulations, said Mr Evans, arguing that for advance data regimes, industry needs to work 
together and learn from each other, to ensure it isn't burdened with huge cost, and therefore 
to make processes more efficient. 
 
Source: THE LOADSTAR 
 

SCHIPHOL EXPECTING LITTLE IMPACT FROM KLM-MARTINAIR FLEET REDUCTION 
 
Amsterdam Airport Schiphol has claimed that the rapidly diminishing cargo fleet of its key 
customer KLM-Martinair will have little impact on the airport.  Enno Osinga, senior vice-
president cargo for the airport, said the actual impact on Schiphol’s turnover next year will be 
about 1%, and 1.5% the year after. Mr Osinga noted that while KLM is removing its MD-11Fs, it 
still has 16 747-400 Combis – the equivalent of 11 freighters, while belly capacity is growing. 

http://www.lloydsloadinglist.com/freight-directory/air/exclusive-air-freight-expecting-short-and-heavy-peak-season/20018119073.htm#.VEDhqPmSzh4
http://theloadstar.co.uk/aircargoforumday2/
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Although the Combis are due to be phased out between 2016 and 2020, the carrier has 
around 59 widebodies on order, most of which will be delivered towards the end of this 
decade. However, Mr Osinga noted that KLM is now going for yield, rather than volumes, 
which may reduce cargo flow slightly at Schiphol. 
 
Mr Osinga, who has led the airport’s cargo division since 2006, is set to retire in October next 
year, as well as from his position of Vice-Chairman of TIACA. 
 
Source: THE LOADSTAR 
 

CUSTOMS 
 

US LAUNCHED THE C-TPAT EXPORTER ENTITY EXPANDING C-TPAT TO EXPORTERS 
 
On 13 October 2014, US Customs and Border Protection (CBP) announced the launch of the C-
TPAT Export Entity expanding the Customs-Trade Partnership Against Terrorism (C-TPAT) 
programme in order to allow “export only” companies to take advantage of its trade-
facilitation benefits. Until now, C-TPAT Importers who also export were eligible to receive 
export benefits with Japan and the European Union due to CBP’s MRAs with those foreign 
counterparts. 
 
US exporters will receive facilitation from foreign partners with which CBP has signed a Mutual 
Recognition Arrangement. According to CBP, benefits include reduced examination rates and 
time, front of the line processing, access to an assigned C-TPAT Supply Chain Security 
Specialist, and eligibility to attend C-TPAT training and seminars.  
 
It said an exporter who is responsible for the entire shipment of goods in a container or trailer, 
would be eligible to receive trade facilitation benefits. 
 
Source LLOYDS'S LLOYDING LIST 13/10/14 
 

COMMISSION REPORT ON NATIONAL TAX SYSTEMS 
 
On 13 October 2014, the Commission published the report: "Tax reforms in EU Member States 
2014 - Tax policy challenges for economic growth and fiscal sustainability".  
 
The report provides an annual review of the most important tax reforms implemented by EU 
Member States and identifies the main tax policy challenges they are facing. To this end the 
report – which was prepared jointly by the Directorate General for Economic and Financial 
Affairs and the Directorate General for Taxation and Customs Union – proposes possible 
solutions aiming at improving tax structures.  
 
The report studies the size of tax bases, analysing housing taxation, incentives for debt 
financing in corporate taxation, tax expenditures in direct taxation and the VAT base. It 
examines three specific items: environmental taxes, tax compliance and tax administration, 
and the effect of tax systems on recent developments in income equality. 
 

The report is available HERE. A Q&A document is available HERE. 

http://theloadstar.co.uk/amsterdam-airport-schiphol-air-cargo/?utm_source=The+Loadstar+daily+email&utm_campaign=b7071308e9-Loadstar_14th_October_201410_14_2014&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c4570e43d4-b7071308e9-125888229
http://www.lloydsloadinglist.com/freight-directory/logistics/us-expands-c-tpat-to-exporters/20018118893.htm;jsessionid=C6051798D0DAD5E2CA3292B69ABDF04D.f11b1cefac76ad95c7627468fee9bde7e866d022#.VEER4rCUfh4
http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/resources/documents/taxation/gen_info/economic_analysis/tax_papers/taxation_paper_48.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/resources/documents/taxation/gen_info/economic_analysis/tax_papers/questions_answers01.pdf
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GENERAL  

 

NIK DELMEIRE NEW SG ESC OUTLINES ESC’S PRIORITIES   

 
At the European Shippers’ Council’s General Assembly last week, ESC’s new Secretary General 
Nik Delmeire has called for cooperation with the European Commission to make freight 
transport greener and more liberalised. 
 
Delmeire stated that Green Freight Europe (GFE), the leading industry driven program to 
support companies in improving the environmental performances of freight transport in 
Europe, can move European industries toward CO2 neutral freight transport by 2050. ‘A key 
success will be that the industry demonstrates that it has a plan to deliver this and there is an 
organization to drive it’, Delmeire stated. ‘Europe can only realize CO2 neutral freight 
transport if we provide a reporting platform that enables companies to report data in a 
standardized way and benchmark it in order to stimulate improvements. And there is such a 
platform, so let’s use it.’ 
 
Delmeire added that it is essential that the new European Commission of President Jean-
Claude Juncker eliminates red tape within the Union. The ESC wants to see one single 
European transport market providing the freedom of choice for businesses that contract 
transport services – which is still not the case. Also, the European guideline for weights and 
measures should permit goods vehicles of 44 tons for international transport. The ESC also 
wants a joint European reporting centre set up for governments and the business community 
for complaints about the supervision and differences in interpretation of European legislation. 
 
Mr Delmeire, former Chairman of the Belgian Shippers’ Council and Vice Chairman of the ESC, 
stated his intention to work with organizations and policy makers to improve efficiency, cut 
costs, increase security and green Europe’s supply chain, following the example of the CORE 
project, one of the largest European research projects for supply chain security innovations, in 
which CLECAT is a participant also. 
 

EUROPEAN FORUM OF LOGISTICS CLUSTERS EXAMINES COOPERATION POSSIBILITIES 
 
CLECAT attended the first EUROPEAN FORUM OF LOGISTICS CLUSTERS in Brussels on 14-15 October. 
The event brought together industry and academic participants in logistics clusters from across 
Europe to examine issues including green investments, inter-modality and supply chain 
coordination. 
 
Extensive attention was paid to the possibilities offered by e-Freight. The European 
Commission Head of Unit for Research and Innovative Transport Systems, Keir Fitch, 
confirmed that the Commission’s communication setting out preferred standards and e-
Freight systems should be published before the end of the year. 
 
With regard to both sustainability and profitability, it was consistently noted throughout the 
event that cooperation to create efficiency in logistics clusters can benefit all, and should not 
be seen as a means of losing out to competitors. This was believed by many to be especially 
true when it comes to information sharing, particularly for sustainability purposes, such as for 
carbon footprint measurement. Jakob Stoumann of Oxford Research called for participants in 

http://www.etp-logistics.eu/alice/en/news___events/events_and_projects/final_conference/
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clusters to clearly define areas where collaboration is possible and others where pure 
competition should be preserved. 
 
Smart use of existing infrastructure was identified as a key element in creating successful 
clusters, particularly with regard to inter-modality. Speakers argued that a succession of inter-
modal hubs throughout Europe, with the last mile being covered by the most effective mode, 
is the most efficient way of achieving this goal. 
 

DG MOVE SEMINAR ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF TEN-T CORE NETWORK CORRIDORS 
 
CLECAT has been invited by DG MOVE to participate in a seminar on the development of TEN-T 
core network corridors, organised in Brussels the 21st of October. 
 
Currently, the European Coordinators a preparing a detailed analysis of each corridor, in 
particular the compliance of the existing infrastructure with the TEN-T legal requirements and 
identification of main bottlenecks and missing links. This analysis will be used for the 
preparation of the corridor work plan which will later serve as guidance for the development 
of each of the corridors and will contain a list of projects necessary for the development of the 
corridor. 
 
The aim of the seminar is to gather European Coordinators, European Commission and 
stakeholders in order to discuss the implementation of the core network corridors as well as 
to present the approach taken by the Coordinators to prepare the corridor work plans. 
 

AGREEMENT ON RULES ON EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION BETWEEN TAX ADMINISTRATIONS  
 
On 14 October 2014, the Council agreed on a draft directive extending the mandatory 
automatic exchange of information between tax administrations, focusing on tax evasion and 
tax collection.  
 
The proposal brings interest, dividends and other income, as well as account balances and 
sales proceeds from financial assets, within the scope of the automatic exchange of 
information. It thus amends directive 2011/16/EU on administrative cooperation in the field of 
direct taxation.  
 
Its aim is to propose solutions to tax administrations for situations where a taxpayer seeks to 
hide capital or assets on which tax is due. The proposal is aligned with the OECD global 
standard of automatic information exchange as agreed by the G20. 
 
The text will be adopted at a forthcoming Council meeting without further discussion. 
 

The draft of the directive as agreed by the Council is available HERE. The press release of the 

Council is available HERE. A Q&A document on the automatic exchange of information is 

available HERE. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-13792-2014-INIT/en/pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/ecofin/145103.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-14-591_fr.htm
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 
CLECAT MEETINGS  
 
Security Institute 

 22 October (morning), Genoa, Italy 
Air Freight Institute 

 22 October (afternoon) , Genoa, Italy 
Maritime Institute  

 23 October (morning) , Genoa, Italy 
NEW Sustainable Logistics Working Group  

 5 November (morning) 
Road Institute  

 5 November  (afternoon) , Brussels  
Rail Institute  

 6 November  (morning) , Brussels 
  
FREIGHT FORWARDERS FORUM  

 6 November, WCO, Brussels 
Board and General Assembly  

 7 November, WCO, Brussels 
Customs Institute  

 21 November, Brussels  
 

OTHER MEETINGS/EVENTS with CLECAT PARTICIPATION  

 21 October, Brussels, Belgium 
DG MOVE Seminar on the development of TENT-T core network corridors 

 4 November, Dortmund, Germany 
iCargo General Assembly 

 5-7 November, Dortmund, Germany 
European Conference on ICT for Transport Logistics 

 
European Parliament  
 
Transport and Tourism Committee Meeting 

 20 October 
Hearing of Violeta Bulc, Commissioner-designate for Transport 

 3-4 November  
Work in progress (Latest update: 11/09/2014) 

 20 November 
 
Council    
 
Transport Council 

 3 December (provisional) 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201409/20140911ATT88947/20140911ATT88947EN.pdf

