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NEWS FROM BRUSSELS  
 

FREIGHT FORWARDERS’ FORUM 2014: DID YOU ALREADY REGISTER?   
 

CLECAT’s annual Freight Forwarders Forum addressing ‘the Future 
of Logistics; challenges and solutions explored’ will take place at 
the World Customs Organisation on the 6th November.    
 
The Forum will include key note speeches from policy makers in 
the EC and EP, including Fotis Karamitsos, Deputy Director-

General, Coordination of Directorates C & D European Commission, Gesine Meissner, Member 
of the European Parliament and Jeroen Eijsink, CEO DHL Freight Germany. 
  
For more information and REGISTRATION see the CLECAT WEBSITE.  
 

ELP- EVENT ON “FUTURE ACTIONS ON FREIGHT LOGISTICS”  

 
The ELP will organize its next lunch meeting in the 
European Parliament on the 14th October hosted by Wim 
van de Camp, MEP and Member of the Transport and 
Tourism Committee.  
 
For the business sector, Tobias Meyer (Deutsche Post 

DHL) will speak about the opportunities of an interconnected European logistics sector to 
stimulate growth and jobs. Maher Chebbo from SAP will address the important role of digital 
logistics and innovations which will have a major impact on the logistics sector in the 
foreseeable future.  
 
For more information: ELP WEBSITE  
 

MAIN RESULTS OF THE TRANSPORT COUNCIL, LUXEMBOURG, 8 OCTOBER 2014    

 
Port services 
The Council under the Presidency of Maurizio Lupi Italian Minister for Infrastructure and 
Transport,  adopted a general approach on a draft regulation on market access to port 
services and financial transparency of ports. The new rules are expected to promote fairer 
competition and reduce legal uncertainties, thereby encouraging efficient port services and 
investment in ports. More details can be found in the below article.  
 

http://www.clecat.org/component/rsform/form/9-fff-2014-registration.html
http://www.clecat.org/news-events/events/423-freight-forwarders-forum-2014.html
http://www.european-logistics-platform.eu/en/events/events_archive/future-actions-on-freight-logistics.htm
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Railway market opening and governance 
Ministers held a policy debate on two proposals to improve rail services in the EU by opening 
the market for domestic passenger services and stronger governance (fourth railway package). 
The discussion will guide future work on the proposals. "After three semesters devoted 
exclusively to the technical pillar of the fourth railway package, I was proud to host today the 
first strategic debate on the political pillar of the package", said Minister Lupi. "All ministers 
had the chance to express their views on key issues such as domestic market opening, non-
discriminatory access to networks, financial transparency and the awarding of public service 
contracts. On the basis of today’s discussion, the Council will go on working towards a 
strategic, shared approach to the political pillar with a view to agreeing on this shared 
approach by the December Council."  
 
Ten-T network  
Minister Lupi said: "Following our informal meeting of transport ministers in Milan on 16 and 
17 September, which highlighted the important contribution of trans-European transport 
network (TEN-T) projects to growth in preparation for the upcoming review of the EU 2020 
strategy, we welcome the interim report drafted by the Commission's former Vice-President 
Christophersen as well as the European Coordinators Bodewig and Secchi, in consultation with 
the European Investment Bank. The report identifies the main categories of projects 
particularly suited to public-private partnerships which could benefit in the next three years 
from the use of innovative financial instruments, notably the EU financial instruments, in the 
context of the 'Jobs, Growth and Investment Package' proposed by the President-elect of the 
European Commission." 
 

SLOVENIAN SAGA MAY DELAY JUNCKER COMMISSION  
 
Jean-Claude Juncker, the new President of the European Commission, announced the 
distribution of portfolios among his new team on 10 September. Among the new 
Commissioners, due to take up their posts on 1 November, are 18 former (prime) ministers. 
The President has announced that the new Commission will be "very political". The European 
Parliament has interviewed the commissioners between 29 September and 7 October. 
 
Slovenian Prime Minister Miro Cerar announced today that Violeta Bulc, a Vice President and 
Minister in his government, will replace Alenka Bratušek as Slovenia’s next EU Commissioner 
in Brussels. Bulc will in theory inherit the Energy Union Vice-Presidency from Bratušek, who 
was rejected by the European Parliament on Wednesday this week (8 October). Also, Spanish 
commissioner-designate for climate and energy Miguel Arias Cañete revealed mounting 
opposition among MEPs against his appointment in the Juncker commission. In view of the 
mounting uncertainties, it still remains to be seen whether the Commissioner designate Maroš 
Šefčovič will keep the Transport portfolio.  
 

MARITIME 
 

COUNCIL AGREEMENT ON PORTS REGULATION 
 
The Transport Council on 8 October reached an agreement on the proposed ports regulation, 
which will form the basis of its position in negotiations with the European Parliament. The 
Council agreed that only ports connected to the Trans-European Transport Network will be 
included in the scope of the regulation. Cargo-handling will be subject to the rules on financial 
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transparency, but not to the rules on market access, as had been proposed by the 
Commission. Member States remain free to decide on market access rules for port services, 
subject to EU case-law.  
 
Members states may decide not to apply market access rules to pilotage into and out of ports, 
but the other parts of the proposal, including the provisions on financial transparency, will be 
applicable. Dredging will only be covered by the rules requiring separate accounts for publicly 
funded activities. These rules will apply when the port management body which receives 
public funding provides dredging within the port area under its jurisdiction. 

 
Other changes from the Commission proposal 
A number of other provisions have been made more flexible in order to avoid 
disproportionate administrative burdens for small ports and to take into account the diversity 
of the port sector in Europe as well as the particular circumstances of the member states. For 
instance, the potential for limiting the number of service providers has been expanded, e.g. to 
include cases where the level of traffic does not make it economically viable for several service 
providers to operate. Considerations of safety, security and environmental sustainability have 
also been included as grounds for limiting the number of providers and for imposing public 
service obligations. Transitional provisions have been adapted so as not to interfere with 
contracts concluded before the adoption of the regulation. 
 
Main principles introduced by the draft regulation 
The principle of freedom to provide services will apply to port services under certain 
conditions. Member states and port management bodies will be allowed to impose minimum 
requirements for the provision of port services and to limit the number of service providers if 
necessary. Where a port management body receives public funding, it will have to keep 
separate accounts to show how those funds have been used. New rules will also make port 
service charges and port infrastructure charges more transparent.   
 
The Council’s position marks a substantial weakening of the Commission’s original proposal. 
Commissioner Siim Kallas said that the Council’s changes were greater than he would have 
liked, but also acknowledged that the agreed text marked some progress in ports 
liberalisation. Negotiations on a final common legal text will begin between the Council and 
Parliament once the Parliament has adopted its position on the proposal.  
 

CLECAT is positive about the fact that there is a general agreement but regrets that the text 
itself is a watered down version of the Commission’s proposal. 
Source: COUNCIL PRESS RELEASE 

 
US APPROVES 2M ALLIANCE 
 
The planned vessel-sharing agreement between Maersk Line and Mediterranean Shipping Co 
has cleared a major hurdle with the Federal Maritime Commission giving the go-ahead after a 
45-day review.  
 
Lloyd’s List understands that four of the five commissioners voted in favour of the alliance, 
known as 2M.  That will enable 2M to become a lawful entity in the US trades this coming 
weekend, giving the duo plenty of time to begin joint services early next year, as intended 
when details of the initiative were unveiled a few weeks ago.  
 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/trans/144995.pdf
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At one stage, it looked as if 2M could run into regulatory problems in the US, with two FMC 
commissioners expressing reservations and at least one other thought to be wavering. But 
after FMC staff recommended approval, there was only one dissenter, Richard Lidinsky, who 
also objected to the earlier P3 alliance which was subsequently disbanded after China’s veto.  
 
Mr Lidinsky said Wednesday that the 2M agreement left many questions unresolved. These, 
he felt, could have been answered if the 45-day review had been extended, as is allowed 
under US law. With FMC commissioners split on 2M, Maersk and MSC sent two top executives 
to Washington last month for face to face meetings in order to try and prevent any delays to 
the approval process.  
 
Ulltimately, that emissary may have helped win the approval. FMC Commissioner William P 
Doyle noted the personal meetings in his statement explaining why he voted to approve.  
"While the two largest carriers will be collaborating operationally, these carriers will continue 
to compete with each other on pricing and cost," Mr Doyle wrote in a statement. "That is, 
shippers will continue to negotiate with each carrier individually. With regard to 
transportation service, each Party will increase its ability to provide service offerings and 
overall capacity."  
 
He added that FMC’s Bureau of Trade and Analysis found that it was not likely that the 
agreement would not result in an unreasonable increase in transportation costs. Mr Doyle said 
the FMC added it would re-evaluate its alliance monitoring programme to ensure “that all 
alliances play by the rules”.  Meanwhile, AP Moller-Maersk said it had yet to be informed of 
the approval by the FMC.  “Maersk Line is aware that rumours in the press indicate that the US 
FMC has approved the Agreement,” it said in a stock exchange announcement.  “However, 
Maersk Line has not yet received any official approval of the Agreement. If such an official 
approval is received it will be announced.”  
 
According to Augustus Braakman, secretaris-generaal van de European Maritime Law 
Organisation (EMLO) the FMC had too little information to give this permission.  
WWW.LLOYDSLIST.COM, 10 October 2014  
 

FERRY COMPANIES SET OUT LOW-SULPHUR SURCHARGE POSITIONS  
 
In addition to liner shipping lines announcing sulphur surcharges, now also more and more 
ferry companies give estimates on positions. DFDS Seaways estimates that a low-sulphur 
surcharge to be introduced at the beginning of next year will add around 15% to its freight 
rates, with other ferry companies also planning similar increases to compensate for the 
introduction of new low-sulphur fuel rules. The levy is designed to compensate for the 
projected steep hike in fuel costs resulting from compliance with new marine fuel regulations 
in the EU and other Emissions Control Areas (ECAs).  Sweden’s Stena Line estimates that the 
new low sulphur rules will add more than €125,000 per day to its fuel costs.  
 
P&O Ferries has predicted freight customers would work out the “tipping points” in terms of 
ferry routes when they factored in the surcharges and may decide that modifications to 
transport plans are required in order to optimise costs. For example, rather than use a Hull-
Rotterdam ferry service, they may switch to alternative itineraries such as trucking down to 
Harwich or Dover to reach the Hook of Holland.  
 

http://www.lloydslist.com/
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Under Emissions Control Area (ECA) rules that take effect from 1 January 2015, all ships 
operating in the North Sea, Baltic Sea and English Channel will have to use a fuel with a 
maximum sulphur content of 0.1% compared to the current limit of 1%.  
 
Ship owners can either comply by switching to low-sulphur marine gasoil or continue to use 
high-sulphur bunker fuel and fit a ’scrubber,’ a technology that filters out pollutant gases 
before they are released into the atmosphere.  Fuel typically represents roughly one-third of 
ferry companies’ overall operating costs and switching to cleaner fuel could increase this bill 
by between 50 and 60%, observers estimate. The common view appears to be that the low-
sulphur supplement will not be a blanket charge for all services but calculated on the basis of 
individual routes.  
 
Ro-ro operator DFDS, meanwhile, claimed the extra cost of bunkers in the North Europe ECA 
would force it to cut its Le Havre-Portsmouth at the end of the year and put the viability of a 
range of other services under pressure. Further surcharges and route closures are expected to 
be announced as the deadline looms.  
 
Source: LLOYD’S LOADING LIST 
 

SCRUBBERS: SHIPOWNERS URGE FOR CLARITY AND LEGAL CERTAINTY  

 
In a POSITION PAPER published this week, ECSA asked EU Member States to adopt a clear, long-
term and above all harmonised position on the issue of the discharges of washwater produced 
by open-loop scrubbers installed on ships. 
 
The EU Sulphur Directive requires that, as of 1 January 2015, all ships sailing in the SECAs 
(Sulphur Emission Control Areas - the Channel, the North Sea and the Baltic Sea) use bunker 
fuels with a maximum sulphur content of 0.1% or that the same level of emissions is reached 
by the use of alternative fuels or compliant abatement technologies.   
 
The EU Water Framework Directive (WFD) is a source of concern for European shipowners as it 
sets limits for the content of pollutants in ports, estuaries and coastal areas. This in turn 
means that the discharges of washwater will in some areas be well under the limits set by the 
WFD, while in other areas with poorer water quality, washwater discharges might be 
prohibited by Member State legislation. The resulting lack of harmonisation and clarity will 
without a doubt hamper the uptake of scrubber technology. 
 
Patrick Verhoeven, ECSA Secretary-General commented: “The current uncertainty jeopardises 
investments already made by shipowners eager to meet the compliance criteria before the 
fast-approaching deadline of 1 January 2015, but more importantly hinders the commissioning 
of future scrubber installations.”. 
 
Source: ECSA PRESS RELEASE 
 

HAPAG-LLOYD SUSPENDS ROTTERDAM CONGESTION SURCHARGE 
 
Hapag-Lloyd has suspended its surcharge on third-party feeder and barge services calling 
Rotterdam as congestion at Europe’s largest port continues to improve. In a release to its 
customers, the German carrier said that the operational situation had improved in such a way 

http://www.lloydsloadinglist.com/freight-directory/sea/exclusive-low-sulphur-surcharge-set-to-add-15-to-european-ferry-freight-rates/20018118593.htm#.VDfjbmwcQ2w
http://www.ecsa.eu/index.php?subid=393&option=com_acymailing&no_html=1&ctrl=url&urlid=287&mailid=112
http://www.ecsa.eu/index.php?option=com_acymailing&ctrl=archive&task=view&mailid=112&key=46643546e87778d1925af10046729fb5&subid=393-94e8608cca6f26bc6bcee79b44665055&tmpl=component
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that it had suspended the surcharge with immediate effect.  However, Hapag-Lloyd also said 
that it reserved the right to reinstate the charge if the situation forced it do so.  Last week, 
barge operator Contargo and feeder operator Team Lines also announced that they had made 
the move to discontinue their respective surcharges in Rotterdam in light of the improved 
situation.  
 
Congestion in Rotterdam can be traced as far back as April this year, after urgent upgrades to 
infrastructure at the south side of the ECT Delta Container Terminal severely disrupted cargo 
flows.  The backlog that ensued was aggravated by large ocean carriers calling Rotterdam out 
of schedule, putting increasing pressure on Rotterdam’s already overstretched hinterland 
operations.  As a result, a number of lines both large and small introduced surcharges to cover 
the cost of delays, while the G6 Alliance shifted a number of calls to neighbouring Antwerp.  
To alleviate the situation Rotterdam introduced a series of measures in August to help speed 
up the flow of cargo at the two terminals and remove the backlog of containers, including 
diverting inland services and bundling containers at other terminals.  
Source: LLOYD’S LOADING LIST 
 

RAIL  
 

UIIR: MISLEADING PICTURE IN EUROSTAT FREIGHT TRANSPORT REPORT  

 
Last week’s Newsletter (38) reported on the data released by Eurostat, suggesting that EU 
efforts to improve intermodality have yielded little results.  In response to this UIIR issued a 
press release ‘regretting the numerous questions that are to be raised with regards to the 
report, and pledges its collaboration to help revise the EU's statistics practice in a way, which 
will serve the needs and fulfil the purpose of accurately informing European transport 
politicians.’ The points raised by UIIR are the following:  

 It is unclear, and even confusing, why EUROSTAT has chosen 2007 as the basis year of 
comparison (in its analysis) of the 2012 data, as it conducts a data collection every 
year. Should 2009 have been chosen, the title could have read: market share of road 
declined 2,5 percentage points in five years. 

 EUROSTAT defines "inland freight transport" as "road, rail and inland waterways", 
whereas the coastal shipping variation of short-sea navigation is a direct competitor to 
the aforementioned transport modes;  

 Considering that the road mode is three-times as large as all other modes of transport, 
it is regrettable that EUROSTAT did not make an effort to split this huge slice of the 
pie, especially since there are two distinctively different business models in road 
haulage: day-trucking, or local distribution within a radius of 300km, and long-distance 
trucking, which takes place on distances longer than 300km requiring that the driver 
spends the night away from his home when performing the journey.  
 

UIRR has been engaged in the collection of statistical data from its members concerning the 
rail portion of the Road-Rail transport-chains that they operate. These UIRR statistics are 
included in the EUROSTAT transport statistics handbook, and show an almost linear growth of 
80% over 23 years (1990-2013). 

Source: UIRR 

 

http://www.lloydsloadinglist.com/freight-directory/sea/carriers-suspend-rotterdam-surcharge/20018118552.htm#.VDfj12wcQ2w
http://www.uirr.com/en/media-centre/press-releases-and-position-papers/2014/mediacentre/667-misleading-picture-in-eurostat-freight-transport.html
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EUROPEAN COMMISSION SEEKS PARTNERS FOR SHIFT2RAIL 
 
On October 8, the European Commission has published a call for expressions of interest to 
become an associated member of the Shift2Rail Joint Undertaking ('S2R JU'), officially 
established on 7 July 2014, following the entry into force of Council of Regulation (EU) N°642-
2014. S2R JU is a public-private partnership in the rail sector aiming at providing a platform for 
coordination of research activities with a view to driving innovation and research in the rail 
sector for the future. 
 
Shift to Rail is now seeking to attract additional members from across Europe (as well as 
countries associated to the Horizon 2020 Framework Programme1) that would be ready to 
commit, altogether, to a contribution of at least €200 million, with a view to achieving the 
ambitious objectives set out in the draft Shift2Rail strategic Master Plan, which was approved 
by the Governing Board of the Joint Undertaking on 24 September 2014 and will be submitted 
to the Council for endorsement. Interested candidates have until 12 November to submit their 
applications. The Commission foresees that the final selection of associated members should 
be known in early 2015. 
 
European Commissioner for Transport Siim Kallas, highlighted, "Shift2Rail is a unique 
opportunity to develop strategic technologies and solutions that will radically improve the 
quality of EU rail transport for passengers and freight customers. Such innovations are vital in 
complementing the Commission's work on the 4th Railway Package." 

 
ROAD 

 
4TH

 IRU/EU ROAD TRANSPORT CONFERENCE 
 
On October 9, CLECAT participated at the 4th IRU/EU Road Transport Conference on “The 
Future of Road Transport – Innovation & Efficiency”. The IRU announced the establishment of 
a new Innovation Lab to foster innovation and best practices in the sector and effectively 
support the sustainable development of the transport system.  IRU Secretary General, 
Umberto de Pretto, highlighted, “This gathering has stirred concrete and creative ideas that 
we will take up further in the reflection group. It is high time that stakeholders define how 
commercial road vehicles should look and operate to optimally integrate into the wider 
transport system of the future while guaranteeing greater efficiency of the entire transport 
supply chain. The IRU is willing and prepared to take on the challenges of creating this 
roadmap in cooperation with all transport stakeholders.” 
 
The IRU has worked hard to foster innovation in road transport along its 3 “i” strategy for 
sustainable development based on innovation, incentives and infrastructure. To this end, the 
conference examined innovative propulsion methods for road transport, such as alternative 
fuels and electricity, and the practicalities of operating with such fuels, including refuelling 
infrastructure and power supply possibilities. Other innovative operating methods and 
technology-based applications were highlighted, including concepts for the ‘platooning’ of 
vehicles, driverless vehicles, and Cooperative Intelligent Transport Systems (C-ITS). 
 
The conference also showcased entrants for the new IRU Award for Best EU Road Transport 
Operator 2014, who have created novel, efficiency improving operating methods and 

http://www.shift2rail.org/
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32014R0642
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32014R0642
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/media/events/doc/2014-06-24-s2r-master_plan-preliminary_draft-v4-0.pdf
https://www.iru.org/
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environmental schemes, once again demonstrating the excellence and pioneering taking place 
every day within the road transport sector. 
 
Mr de Pretto concluded, “The IRU is fully committed to making the EU transport system and 
road transport worldwide even more efficient and sustainable through new technology and 
innovation. It is not only a priority; it is a must for the immediate and long term future. I think 
we can all agree that road transport plays a major role in driving tourism, mobility and trade. 
Those who do not embrace innovation will fail and we cannot afford to make this grave error 
lest we be held accountable for our actions or even worse, inactions.” 
 
Source: IRU Press Release, 9/10/2014 
 

FRANCE SUSPENDS THE ECOTAXE SINE DIE 
 
On 9 October 2014, Ségolène Royal, French Minister for Ecology, announced the suspension of 
the Ecotaxe sine die.  Following a meeting with the national road professional federations, 
which threatened to organise massive social movements from mid-October, Mrs Royal 
decided to renounce the Ecotaxe, including the alternative solution she proposed in June and 
which was planned to enter into force in the beginning of 2015 (CLECAT Newsletter 2014/26 
refers). She confirmed that that the Ecotaxe was simply not fair, not realistic and not efficient.  
 
Mrs Royal committed to find other way for applying the polluter-pay principle. A working 
group gathering officials and different stakeholders, including road professionals, will be 
established to discuss possible alternative solutions. Mrs Royal already declared that an 
increase of the charges applied on the benefits of the tolled motorways operators could be 
envisaged.   

AIR 
 

EU MINISTERS DISCUSS SINGLE EUROPEAN SKY II+ PROGRESS 
 
The 8 October Transport Council discussed a PROGRESS REPORT presented by the Italian 
Presidency of the EU Council. The report sets out the latest state of play concerning the SES II+ 
proposal in the Council, noting that Member States wish to develop a system of voluntary 
operational plans, whereby they would inform the Commission of actions undertaken to 
implement the functional airspace blocks. Member States are also considering making the 
unbundling of support services voluntary, rather than compulsory as per the Commission 
proposal. Member States are furthermore reluctant to revise the performance scheme before 
the first SES reference period has ended. The presidency aims to have agreement on the 
Council’s position by the next Council meeting in December. 
 

CUSTOMS 
 

EU CARGO RISK ASSESSMENT OF MARITIME SHIPMENTS 
 

CLECAT, ECSA (European Community Shipowners Associations), WSC (World Shipping Council) 
and ESC (European Shippers Council) have issued this week a joint statement on the European 
Commission proposals for improving EU cargo risk assessment of maritime shipments.  
 

https://www.iru.org/en_media_press_pr?code=1217&lang=en
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/trans/145012.pdf
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The statement was sent to the DG-Taxud of the European Commission and to Member State 
Experts involved in the debate. It addresses what the undersigning organisations consider to 
be fundamental flaws in the draft legislation as it stands, and advocates for adopting the 
approach which proved to be workable elsewhere in the world (See circular 2014/165-CITI). 
 

THE NEW MEMBERS OF THE VAT EXPERT GROUP HAVE BEEN APPOINTED 
 
On 6 October 2014, the European Commission (DG TAXUD) published the official list of the 
new members of the VAT Expert Group. They have been appointed for a mandate of 2 years 
starting on 1 October 2014. 
 
More information on the appointment of the VAT Expert Group is available in CLECAT 
Newsletters 2014/22 and 2014/29. The list of the members of the VAT Expert Group is 

available HERE. 
 

OPERATION REPLICA: 1.2 M COUNTERFEIT GOODS AND 130 M CIGARETTES SEIZED 
 
On 6 October 2014, the European Commission published a press release on the results of the 
EU-led Operation REPLICA.  
 
This international joint customs operation has been organised within the Asia-Europe Meeting 
(ASEM) framework. It targeted the import of counterfeit goods by sea under the coordination 
of OLAF. EU Member States, Norway, Switzerland, Australia, Cambodia, China, Indonesia, 
Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, Pakistan, Singapore, Russian Federation, Thailand, but also 
Interpol, Europol and the World Customs Organisation have been involved together in the 
operation. Customs authorities carried out physical or X-ray controls on several hundred 
selected containers, helped by port authorities in targeting the containers. These checks 
allowed the seizure of over 1.2 million counterfeit goods and 130 million cigarettes. According 
to the Commission, the seizures of cigarettes alone prevented the loss of €25 million in 
customs duties and taxes. 
 
The European Commission noted that a number of legitimate rights-holders also provided a 
valuable contribution in the targeting of the goods covered by the operation and that this led 
to several seizures. It announced that the close cooperation with the right holders would be 
further explored by OLAF especially for products posing a danger to citizens or to the 
environment. 
 

The press release is available HERE. 
 

GENERAL  
 

CEPI ISSUES A “CARGO SECURING GUIDELINES FOR PULP AND PAPER PRODUCTS”  
 
CEPI issued a guideline on general cargo securing instructions for pulp and paper products.  
With the aim to promote safe transport of paper products, CEPI expects pulp and paper 
companies and stakeholders to adopt the guideline document as a best practice. The 
document is valid for transport on road and is based on the European standard EN 12195-
1:2010. While the first part of the guideline focuses on the basic cargo securing principles, the 
second part deals with instructions for pulp and paper products in particular. 

http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/resources/documents/taxation/vat/key_documents/expert_group/dg_decision.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1094_en.htm
http://www.cepi.org/
http://www.cepi.org/system/files/public/documents/news/2014/Cargo%20securing%20instruction%20CEPI%20guidelines.pdf
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Source: CEPI 
 

WTO DEBATES FUTURE WORK ON TRADE FACILITATION AS DEADLOCK CONTINUES   
 
On 29 September 2014, the WTO committee preparing work on implementing a trade 
facilitation deal was unable to agree on how to proceed, as deadlock continued on adopting 
the instrument to trigger the process for the Agreement’s entry into force (the so-called 
“Protocol”). However, some preparatory tasks had continued and the chairperson, 
Ambassador Esteban Conejos of the Philippines, welcomed the growing number of developing 
countries that have notified which commitments under the Trade Facilitation (TF) Agreement 
they would be able to implement from the start, known as “Category A” commitments. It 
became clear that the committee is currently not in a position to complete this task. 
 
A deal on trade facilitation was struck at the 2013 WTO Ministerial Conference in Bali, 
concluding the negotiations on a multilateral WTO agreement.  Ministers also agreed on a 
post-Bali mandate, tasking the newly-created Preparatory Committee on Trade Facilitation to 
carry out a number of functions to ensure the expeditious entry into force of the Trade 
Facilitation Agreement and to prepare for its efficient operation. 
 
For more details: WTO News, 29/09/2014 
 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION ADOPTS LEGISLATION ON FUEL CARBON CONTENT 

The European Commission has adopted a proposal to implement existing obligations in the 
2009 amendment of the Fuel Quality Directive. Article 7a of the Fuel Quality Directive obliges 
suppliers to reduce by 6% the life cycle greenhouse gas intensity of fuel and other energy 
sources supplied for use in road vehicles by 2020. The Directive also obliges suppliers to 
report information on the greenhouse gas intensity of the fuel they supply to authorities 
designated by the Member States. The proposal establishes the low-carbon fuel standard 
required by the Fuel Quality Directive and brings it into effect in Union legislation.  

The proposal establishes a method for calculating the carbon intensity for different fuel types, 
namely petrol, diesel, Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) and Compressed Natural Gas (CNG). 
Each of these fuel types will be assigned a default value based on emissions produced over its 
entire life-cycle. From now on, suppliers will have to use these values when reporting the 
carbon intensity of their fuel supply to Member States to ensure a 6% reduction in their 
transport emissions in 2020. 

The new methodology and strengthened reporting are also expected to lead to market signals 
that will ensure the 6% GHG reduction target is achieved. This means that any potential 
increase in the volume of high carbon intensity crudes (such as oil sands), as compared to 
their 2010 baseline levels, would need to be met by proportional efforts to lower emissions in 
other areas. This could be achieved through the use of sustainable biofuels and electricity, or 
for instance, by reducing GHG emissions during fossil fuel extraction. 

The proposal will now be submitted to the Council for a decision within two months, and to 
the European Parliament for scrutiny.  

Source: European Commission  

 

http://www.cepi.org/node/17996
http://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/minist_e/mc9_e/balipackage_e.htm#trade_facilitation
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news14_e/fac_29sep14_e.htm
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

CLECAT MEETINGS  
 
Security Institute 

 22 October (morning), Genoa, Italy 
Air Freight Institute 

 22 October (afternoon) , Genoa, Italy 
Maritime Institute  

 23 October (morning) , Genoa, Italy 
NEW Sustainable Logistics Working Group  

 5 November (morning) 
Road Institute  

 5 November  (afternoon) , Brussels  
Rail Institute  

 6 November  (morning) , Brussels  
FREIGHT FORWARDERS FORUM  

 6 November, WCO, Brussels 
Board and General Assembly  

 7 November, WCO, Brussels 
Customs Institute  

 21 November, Brussels  

  
OTHER MEETINGS/EVENTS with CLECAT PARTICIPATION  
 
ELP Lunch European Parliament 

 14 October Brussels  
European Forum of Logistic Clusters  

 14 & 15 October, Brussels  
FIATA World Congress 

 14 -18 October, Istanbul 
 

European Parliament  
 
Transport and Tourism Committee Meeting 

 13 October Brussels  
DRAFT AGENDA  

 
Council    
Transport Council 

 3 December (provisional) 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=COMPARL&reference=TRAN-OJ-20141013-1&format=XML&language=EN&secondRef=01

