
 

 

 

 
Newsletter Issue 37 / 26 September 2014 

 
 

NEWS FROM BRUSSELS  
 

HEARING OF MAROS  ŠEFČOVIČ COMMISSIONER-DESIGNATE FOR TRANSPORT AND SPACE  
 

The candidate commissioners as presented by incoming 
Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker, will be scrutinised by 
the European Parliament committees from 29 September to 7 
October. On Tuesday 30 September the TRAN Committee and the 
ITRE Committee will hear Maroš Šefčovič, the Commissioner-
designate for Transport and Space. The hearing will take place in 
Brussels from 18:00-21:00. For live webstreaming please click 
here. 
 
The European Parliament is set to vote on whether or not to 
approve the full Commission on 22 October. This would allow the 

new Commission to start work on 1 November. Incoming Commission President Juncker was 
already approved in a vote on 15 July. Parliamentary committees today sent written questions 
to the candidates, which will need to be answered in writing by 26 September. There are 
general questions common to all on competence, portfolio and cooperation with Parliament, 
and three from the relevant committee. Where more committees are involved in hearings, 
they may also submit two additional written questions. 
 
CLECAT has provided a number of MEPs with a list of questions, in particular on issues relating 
to road transport policy and the future agenda of the Commission on logistics.  
 
All hearings will last three hours and will be broadcast and webstreamed live. The 
commissioners-designate may make an opening statement, after which MEPs will pose 
questions. Each committee will then draw up an evaluation in camera, to be sent to the 
President of Parliament.  
 
For more information:  Commissioner-designate hearings  
 

FREIGHT FORWARDERS’ FORUM 2014: DID YOU ALREADY REGISTER?   
 

CLECAT’s annual Freight Forwarders Forum addressing ‘the Future 
of Logistics; challenges and solutions explored’ will take place at 
the World Customs Organisation on the 6th November.    
 
The Forum will include key note speeches from policy makers in 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQwOTIzLjM2MjQ4MTIxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MDkyMy4zNjI0ODEyMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDYxODY1JmVtYWlsaWQ9amVzaW9ua2lld2ljekBjbGVjYXQub3JnJnVzZXJpZD1qZXNpb25raWV3aWN6QGNsZWNhdC5vcmcmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&102&&&http://www.elections2014.eu/en/new-commission/hearings
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the EC and EP, including Fotis Karamitsos, Deputy Director-General, Coordination of 
Directorates C & D European Commission, Gesine Meissner, Member of the European 
Parliament and Jeroen Eijsink, CEO DHL Freight Germany. 
  
For more information and REGISTRATION see the CLECAT WEBSITE.  
 

ELP- EVENT ON "FUTURE ACTIONS ON FREIGHT LOGISTICS'  
 

The ELP will organize its next lunch meeting in the 
European Parliament on the 14th October hosted by Wim 
van de Camp, MEP and Member of the Transport and 
Tourism Committee.  
 
Speakers from SAP and DHLDP and the European 

Commission will review the results of the work of the High Level Group on Logistics.  
 
The forum will debate how European institutions can provide the right framework conditions 
to support logistics companies in facing these challenges and enable them to further grow and 
safeguard the EU competitive position in the global market? Building on the recommendations 
of the High Level Group on Logistics and further calls from industry to move ahead, the ELP 
will debate steps mapping out the way forward for the logistics industry and the EU. 
 

EUROPEAN LOGISTICS ASSOCIATION AWARDS 
 
CLECAT attended on the 18 September the European Logistics Association awards ceremony in 
Brussels. Six shortlisted projects contended for the European Gold Medal in Logistics and 
Supply Chain for Project of the year 2014. The finalists were Barco, BLG Logistics/WeserWind, 
Janssen, Lekkerland, Skoda and SMR Hungary, with Skoda winning the Gold Medal for their 
project “Simply Clever Logistics Support for Build-to-Order Production in the Automotive 
sector.”  The Skoda project succeeded in eliminating and managing complexity in the logistics 
system while allowing increasingly complicated processes through intelligent transport 
systems and supply concepts.  
 
The Professional of the Year award was also presented at the ceremony, going to Alex van 
Breedam for his invention of the “extended Gateway” logistics hotspot concept, and the TRI-
VIZOR “carpooling for cargo” system.  For more information on the awards: 
HTTP://WWW.ELALOG.EU/ 
 

MARITIME 
 

ESC RENEWS CALL FOR ALLIANCE MONITORING PROGRAMME  
 
Lloyd’s Lloyding List reported this week the European Shippers’ Council has asked Brussels and 
Washington to establish a shipping line alliance monitoring programme to offset competition 
concerns following the creation of four global co-operations.  
 
ESC policy manager Fabien Becquelin told Lloyd’s list that in general shippers were not keen 
on alliances because they resulted in reduced choice. While he admitted that individual 
carriers would be able to offer a wider service portfolio, the overall number of ports on offer is 

http://www.clecat.org/component/rsform/form/9-fff-2014-registration.html
http://www.clecat.org/news-events/events/423-freight-forwarders-forum-2014.html
http://www.elalog.eu/
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reduced. He added that shipping lines claimed the alliances would create efficiencies, but he 
said these efficiency gains must be shared with the shippers. “If there is no other option, let’s 
go for alliances or consortium,” he said. “But we are reaching the stage where the market will 
be dominated by four alliances. If you look at the Asia-Europe market the alliances will have a 
97% market share. “We really want the competition authorities to react because it could have 
a negative effect on competition levels.”  He said that the ESC had written to US Federal 
Maritime Commission to ask for a monitoring programme in response to the call for 
comments regarding the 2M alliance and would do the same for the Ocean Three alliance 
when it filed with the Washington commission.  
 
The monitoring programme envisaged by the ESC would keep a watch over the correlation 
between supply/demand and freight rates, an advance notification system for any service 
changes, such as sailing speed or ports of call, and a service quality observatory to keep a 
check on reliability, space availability, number of direct calls, use of feedering and transit 
times. A similar monitoring programme was proposed by the FMC for the now defunct P3 
Network. 
 
Source: Lloyds' Lloyding List 16/09/14 
 

ITALIAN PRESIDENCY SEEKS A DEAL ON EU PORTS PROPOSAL  
 
In March, MEP Knut Fleckenstein, the rapporteur on the European Commission’s proposal for 
a Regulation on Market access to port services and financial transparency of ports announced 
that the legislative procedure for this particular file would be suspended until the new 
European Parliament would be in place following the European election of May. Since then, EU 
Member States have been discussing the Commission’s proposal for a Port Regulation in the 
Council of Ministers. 
 
The Italian Presidency of the Council aims at striking a deal with the European Parliament at 
first reading and discussions are moving fast in that direction. Unfortunately, the text currently 
under consideration by the Council is slowly inching towards the initial position of the 
Parliament, which was itself a watered down version of the Commission’s proposal. Member 
States are contemplating excluding cargo handling and passenger services from the Regulation 
while the exclusion of pilotage remains uncertain. Council deliberations are also focusing on 
whether the Regulation should only apply to major EU ports (TEN-T core network ports). In 
light of these developments, the scope of the Regulation could be drastically reduced, turning 
the EU ports reform into little more than an empty shell. 
 
CLECAT is disappointed to see that Council and Parliament have weakened the Commission 
proposal to the extent that little substance remains for the port user community. EU Member 
States are also contemplating a weaker consultation procedure of port users for all matters 
related to port charging policy, connections with hinterland, efficiency of the administrative 
procedures and environmental issues.   
 
Together with ECSA, CLECAT has urged Member States to reconsider their approach and 
refocus on the raison d’etre of the proposal, i.e., delivering a reform that will improve the 
efficiency and increase the transparency of EU ports”. 
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LD LINES SUSPENDS FRANCE-SPAIN ‘MOTORWAY OF THE SEA’  
 
France’s LD Lines has ceased its three-times weekly ’Motorway of the Sea’ (MoS) between 
Nantes-Saint-Nazaire in France and Gijon, in Spain because it is no longer economically-viable 
despite high load factors. Late-August, MD Christophe Santoni warned that the service’s days 
were numbered if an agreement couldn’t be reached on either prolonging the public subsidies 
it has benefited from over the past four years and which ended earlier this month or an 
alternative business plan found. Launched in September 2010, the service was a pioneer of the 
MoS sustainable freight transport concept focusing on taking trucks off congested roads. But 
without the financial cushion of subsidies it would have posted annual net operating losses of 
€6 million. 
 
Separately, DFDS has announced it has started consultations with French unions about plans 
to close its Le Havre-Portsmouth ferry service at the end of 2014 due to continued losses. 
The daily round-trip service carried 185,000 passengers and 480,000 lane metres of freight in 
2013 generating revenues of DKK165 million. It is operated by a time-chartered ro-pax ship, 
including crew. The vessel will be returned to its owner, the Seine Maritime Council. 
A number of initiatives to improve the route’s financial performance since it was taken over 
from Louis Dreyfus Armateurs in 2012 have had limited effect, the Danish group revealed. 
 
Source Lloyds Lloyding List 
 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION TAKES SPAIN TO COURT ON PORT SECURITY 

 
The European Commission announced on 25 September that it will take action against Spain at 
the European Court of Justice, as twenty Spanish ports have not yet adopted and implemented 
the EU port security plan. The 2005 Port Security Directive aims to guarantee uniformly high 
levels of security in all European ports, in particular by implementing a port security plan 
laying down provisions for ensuring port security. The Spanish authorities have launched an 
action plan with all the relevant national and local authorities in order to implement, within a 
reasonable period of time, the provisions of the Directive in all Spanish ports. Despite 
significant efforts, the deadline set for the end of 2013 in the action plan could not be met. 
The European Court may decide to impose financial penalties on Spain for not meeting its legal 
requirements, as well as insist on compliance by a set deadline. 
 

OOCL TO ADD ECA SURCHARGE NEXT YEAR  
 
OOCL has become the latest major line to confirm it will implement a new bunker surcharge in 
Europe when new low sulphur regulations come into force next year. From the start of next 
year, IMO rules will reduce the sulphur content of marine gas oil in the Emission Control Area 
(ECA), which covers the North Atlantic, Baltic Sea, English Channel and North Sea to 0.1%, 
down from 1% now. “At this time, it is very difficult to predict the exact financial impact of this 
new regulation due to the unpredictable and fluctuating nature of fuel prices on our 
operations,” said OOCL. “But once the new regulation is in effect, it is our intention to adjust 
our Bunker Adjustment Factor (BAF) formula to incorporate the new low sulphur marine gas 
oil (LSMGO 0.1%) fuel costs, using the actual ratio required on the round voyage.” OOCL said it 
would then calculate the resulting impact as a new “BAF inclusive of LS” on a monthly basis, 
and communicate the overall cost per TEU as its new BAF level for the various Transatlantic 
Trades. “We will continue to provide customers with the minimum required statutory notice 
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period,” added the Hong Kong-based line. The increased cost of operations to and from 
Europe and around the US coast, which has its own ECA, are prompting a number of lines to 
introduce new surcharges. Feeder specialist Unifeeder said it would impose a surcharge of €65 

per container to recoup the extra cost of switching to low-sulphur fuel from 1st January 2015. 
 
Switzerland-based Mediterranean Shipping Co (MSC) will implement a surcharge of up to $165 
per TEU on shippers using its North European and North American services as a result of the 
new bunker rules. And Maersk Line has warned shippers to expect surcharges of $50-150 per 
FEU on affected services from the start of next year. Ro-Ro operator DFDS, meanwhile, 
claimed the extra cost of bunkers in the North Europe ECA would force it to cut its Le Havre-
Portsmouth service at the end of the year and put the viability of a range of other services 
under pressure. Further surcharges and route closures are expected to be announced as the 
deadline looms 
 
Source: Lloyd’s Loading List, 24th September 2014 
 

GREEN SWITCH FOR INLAND WATERWAY TRANSPORT  
 
The Innovation and Networks Executive Agency (INEA) has announced that thanks to one of its 
EU-supported actions, another inland waterway vessel with pollution-reducing Liquefied 
Natural Gas (LNG) engines, the “Sirocco”, has just been commissioned. The Sirocco represents 
one of the milestones of the EU-supported “LNG Masterplan Rhine-Main- Danube” project, 
which is a series of studies and trials to assess the use of LNG as a shipping fuel in the 
European inland waterway sector. It is a great technical accomplishment that paves the way 
for more clean fuels to be deployed on the entire transport supply chain along the inland 
waterway networks. The commissioning of the Sirocco is a key step in the realisation of the 
“LNG Masterplan” project, one of the biggest innovation projects financed through the Trans-
European Transport Network (TEN-T) programme, which was selected for funding under the 
2012 TEN-T Multi-Annual Call.  
 
Benefitting from over €40 million of EU support and implemented by a consortium of 33 
companies and organisations from the public and private sectors across 12 EU Member 
States* the “LNG Masterplan” consists of a series of studies and pilot deployments for LNG as 
fuel for inland vessels, as well as cargo transported on waterways and distributed via inland 
ports along the Rhine, Main and Danube rivers. The objective is to provide a platform for key 
public and private stakeholders to promote LNG uptake in the inland waterway sector and 
build the necessary regulatory framework for the safe transport and use of LNG as vessel fuel. 
The results of the “LNG Masterplan” project, due by December 2015, are expected to have a 
significant impact on LNG’s introduction on the European inland waterway networks and to 
promote this means of transport in general. 

 
RAIL  

 

4TH
 RAILWAY PACKAGE: JOINT LETTER CLECAT/ESC 

 
CLECAT and ESC have issued an OPEN LETTER to the transport advisors of the permanent 
representation of EU member states urging them to make progress on the political pillar of the 
4th Railway Package.    
 

http://www.clecat.org/images/Joint_open_letter_CLECAT_ESC_-_4th_RW_Package.pdf
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CLECAT and ESC are confident on the progress that will be made on the technical pillar under 
the Italian Presidency.   However, much remains to be done on the governance side.  The 
associations are of the believe that the success in achieving an increased share of rail freight 
with increased efficiencies and better services depends on fair competition and open access in 
the rail freight market through the development of sound business models and efficient 
internal management that must be achievable within the framework of a modern rail market 
legislation.  It is impossible to achieve this without separating the ownership and management 
of the network from the operation of services.  It is only via important reforms to the political 
pillar that improved conditions for all players on the rail market can be secured which will 
ultimately lead to a better quality of service to the users of rail freight.  
 

COOPERATION AGREEMENTS PERPETUATE MONOPOLIES IN EUROPEAN RAIL 
 
ERFA issued a paper this week expressing its concern about recent discussions in the Transport 
Council working group which included the idea of allowing co-operation agreements or 
alliances between an infrastructure manager (IM) and one or more railway undertakings (RUs). 
ERFA noted: ‘It is not yet entirely clear what is the purpose, scope or limitations on such 
agreements, and the benefits, if any.’  ERFA is concerned that cooperation agreements could 
be used as a tool for discrimination against new entrants and draws attention instead to the 
coordination committees already proposed in the 4th railway package, and which would 
ensure effective collaboration between all users of the rail network. ERFA reiterates its view 
that for a competitive rail sector, the rail network should be developed for the benefit of all 
rail users, and not only in the interests of one or other RU.  See also the ERFA PAPER.  
 

RAIL FORUM EUROPE ELECTS MICHAEL CRAMER AS NEW PRESIDENT 
 
Rail Forum Europe has elected Michael Cramer (Greens, DE) as the new President of Rail 
Forum Europe, the MEPs’ platform dedicated to rail transport. Mr Cramer, who is also chairing 
the European Parliament’s Transport and Tourism Committee, succeeds Brian Simpson who 
recently become the European Coordinator for the Motorways of the Sea and was President of 
the RFE since its creation in 2011. Mr. Cramer will take office as the new RFE President on 11 
September. During the same meeting, Gesine Meissner (ALDE, DE) and Georges Bach (EPP, LU) 
were elected as vice-Presidents of the Association.  
 

COMMISSIONER KALLAS FINAL CALL FOR A SINGLE EUROPEAN RAILWAY AREA  
 
Speaking at the InnoTrans 2014 in Berlin earlier this month, Commissioner Kallas stressed the 
importance of creating a Single European Railway Area to the benefit of people and business 
(see the speech). He pointed that in the last four years a lot has been achieved but new 
challenges are on the way.  Among the challenges, Commissioner Kallas mentioned the 
implementation of infrastructure projects and the reform in the Fourth Railway Package 
 

ROAD 
 

FRENCH REGULATION ON WEEKEND REST PERIODS IN TRUCKS  
 
in July 2014, Dutch MEP Peter van Dalen (ECR) addressed written questions to the Commission  
regarding the new French national regulations on weekend rest periods in trucks (see 

http://www.erfarail.eu/uploads/140911_ERFA_-_Cooperation_agreements_perpetuate_monopolies.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-14-617_en.htm
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questions of the Dutch MEP Peter van Dalen and replies from Commissioner Kallas on behalf 
of the Commission). 
 
CLECAT is deeply concerned about the recent national protectionist measures which are 
worrying a large part of the transport sector and which creates barriers on the single European 
road transport market.  Therefore the response from Commissioner Kallas, with regards to the 
interpretation of Article 8(8) of Regulation (EC) No 561/2006 was particularly interesting.  
 
CLECAT fully concurs with the Commission’s response, in that Article 8(8) of Regulation (EC) No 
561/2006 provides that drivers may choose to spend their daily rest periods and reduced 
weekly rest periods away from base in the vehicle, as long as this vehicle has suitable sleeping 
facilities and is stationary.  The regulation, however, does not specifically establish where the 
driver is to spend the regular weekly rest. However, considering that the latter is defined as a 
‘period during which a driver may freely dispose of his time’, a driver should have a possibility, 
should he/she so choose, to spend the regular weekly rest at the home base or somewhere 
else, and not in the vehicle. 
 
The Commission has opened with the French authorities to determine whether the newly 
adopted French rules, sanctions and penalties for infringements to the regulation meet the 
requirements under the regulation as Member States must ensure that sanctions and 
penalties for infringements to the regulation are effective, proportionate, dissuasive and non-
discriminatory.   

AIR 
 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION ASKS BELGIUM TO COMPLY WITH AIRPORT CHARGES LAW 

 
The European Commission has launched procedures against Belgium for failing to correctly 
transpose the 2009 Airport Charges Directive into its national legislation, specifically the 
provisions concerning the set-up of a system of consultation on charges between airports and 
airlines, and the setting up of an independent supervisory authority to settle disputes over 
charges between airports and airlines. The Directive sets minimum standards for the 
calculation of airport charges in order to avoid discrimination and ensure fair competition 
among all airlines using EU airports. Belgium has two months to notify the Commission of the 
measures taken to fully transpose the Directive, otherwise the Commission may decide to 
refer Belgium the European Court of Justice. 
 

FORWARDERS IN THE SPOTLIGHT OVER TRANSIT TIMES 
 
The Air Cargo Handling Conference, which took place in Milan from 17-19 September, 
discussed the issue of forwarder responsibility for transit delays. While IATA is aiming to 
reduce the average transit time of an air freight shipment by 48 hours, it was argued by 
participants that this is being thwarted by forwarders holding onto cargo for up to several 
days. It was noted in response that integrators achieve quicker transit by pre-clearing 95% of 
shipments, while forwarders often hold onto goods in order to consolidate shipments and 
achieve lower prices for customers. 
 
David Ambridge, Director of Cargo Operations in Asia & Africa at Worldwide Flight Services 
(WFS) and a member of IATA’s Cargo Operations Advisory Group (COAG), stated that 
forwarders would be invited to join COAG with a view to involving them more in efforts to 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+WQ+E-2014-005884+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getAllAnswers.do?reference=E-2014-005884&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getAllAnswers.do?reference=E-2014-005884&language=EN
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speed up shipment times. According to Tjalling Boonstra of UTI, if forwarders manage to shave 
just two hours from the transit process, a whole day could be gained due to the effect of cut-
off times. 
Full article: LLOYDS’ LLOYDING LIST  

  
CUSTOMS 

 
UPDATED VERSION OF THE GUIDE FOR USERS ON GSP RULES OF ORIGIN 
 
On 23 September 2014, the European Commission (DG TAXUD) published on its website an 
updated version of the Guide for users on GSP rules of origin.  
 
This document provides guidance on how to interpret and implement the rules of origin that 
determine whether or not goods produced in the beneficiary countries are eligible for 
preferential tariff treatment under the EU's Scheme of General System of Preferences (GSP) 
for developing countries. 
 

The updated version of the guide is available HERE. 
 

GERMANY REFERRED TO COURT OVER RULES ON VAT REFUNDS FOR NON-EU OPERATORS 
 
On 25 September 2014, the European Commission announced that it referred Germany to 
Court because of its rules on VAT refund applications which discriminate against non-EU 
operators. 
 
The Commission justifies its actions by explaining that the German VAT legislation reads that 
taxable persons established outside the EU must personally sign the application form to be 
refunded the VAT charged on goods or services. In the other hand, operators established in 
Germany or in the EU can authorise a third person to sign or submit their refund form to 
recover VAT. 
 
According to the Commission, these rules go against the EU law as there is no provision under 
EU legislation which requires VAT refund forms to be personally signed. In addition, they make 
it difficult for those not established in the EU to obtain a VAT refund. 
 

The Commission’s press release is available HERE. 
 

PREPARATION OF A PROPOSAL TO SUSPEND TIR BETWEEN EU AND RUSSIA 
 
The Commission is preparing a proposal for a Council Decision suspending TIR between the EU 
and Russia’. Once endorsed at the level of the Commission the proposal will be submitted to 
the Council for final adoption. Procedures like this generally take about three months which 
would mean that the Decision, if adopted, could be applicable before the end of the year.  
 
This initiative is the EU response to the Russian restrictions in relation to TIR, which are 
considered to be in breach of the TIR Convention. The Commission stresses that it has taken 
several actions and exhausted all possibilities of obtaining compliance through consultations 
including involvement of diplomatic services at the highest possible level.  

http://www.lloydsloadinglist.com/freight-directory/news/forwarders-to-blame-for-air-freight-delays/20018118072.htm?source=ezine&utm_source=Lloyd%27s+Loading+List+Daily+News+Bulletin&utm_campaign=154ed4dff5-Wed_30_July7_30_2014&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1a5c244239-154ed4dff5-257543605#.VCWFC2wcQYs
http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/customs/customs_duties/rules_origin/preferential/article_839_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1038_en.htm
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The suspension would be limited in time and would only be applicable for as long as Russia 
does not fully apply the TIR Convention. CLECAT is in the process of preparing a possible 
intervention.  
 
See CLECAT circular 2014/158.  

GENERAL  
 
MORE EIB SUPPORT FOR INFRASTRUCTURE, INNOVATION AND SMES IN EUROPE  
 
The European Investment Bank (EIB) continues strong support for investment in strategic 
infrastructure and innovation, as well as by small and medium sized businesses (SMEs) and 
mid-cap companies, across the European Union. 
 
The EIB’s Board of Directors approved loans worth EUR 1.5 billion that will benefit SMEs and 
mid-cap firms in the European Union. From this up to EUR 500 million will go to projects in 
Greece, up to EUR 400 million to projects in Ireland and up to EUR 300 million to projects in 
Portugal. This brings total EIB support for SMEs and mid-cap companies approved so far in 
2014 to EUR 11.7 billion. 
 
The EIB’s Board of Directors comprises representatives of all 28 member state shareholders of 
the bank and the European Commission. Loan approvals by the board represent an important 
milestone prior to final financial and legal negotiation where loan amounts may change. 
Loans worth a total of EUR 2.2 billion were approved for investment in strategic infrastructure. 
This includes up to EUR 600 million to support rail infrastructure across Austria, up to EUR 325 
million for the improvement of electricity distribution systems in Spain and up to EUR 213 
million for the widening of a German motorway.   
 

EC WELCOMES G20 AGREEMENT ON MEASURES TO COMBAT CORPORATE TAX AVOIDANCE 
 
On 21 September 2014, Commissioner Algirdas Šemeta has welcomed the package of 
measures to tackle international corporate tax avoidance, endorsed the same day by the G20 
Finance Ministers in Cairns, Australia. The Ministers agreed on a first set of recommendations 
to address key areas in the OECD's Action Plan on Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS) 
which, once implemented, are expected to allow a fairer taxation and fairer competition 
globally.  
 
The G20 endorsed the finalised global Common Reporting Standard for automatic exchange of 
tax information on a reciprocal basis and committed to begin exchanging information 
automatically by 2017 or end-2018, subject to the completion of necessary legislative 
procedures. The G20 also committed to finalising the completion of all action items of the 
BEPS in 2015. 
 

The EC’s full press release is available HERE. More information on the BEPS is available HERE. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-1024_en.htm
http://www.oecd.org/tax/beps-about.htm


10 
 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

CLECAT MEETINGS  
 
ELP Lunch European Parliament, 

 14 October Brussels  
Security Institute 

 22 October (morning), Genoa, Italy 
Air Freight Institute 

 22 October (afternoon) , Genoa, Italy 
Maritime Institute  

 23 October (morning) , Genoa, Italy 
NEW Sustainable Logistics Working Group  

 5 November (morning) 
Road Institute  

 5 November  (afternoon) , Brussels  
Rail Institute  

 6 November  (morning) , Brussels  
FREIGHT FORWARDERS FORUM  

 6 November, WCO, Brussels 
Board and General Assembly  

 7 November, WCO, Brussels 
Customs Institute  

 21 November, Brussels (provisional) 
 
Transport and Tourism Committee Meeting 30 September  
Provisional agenda:  

 Hearing of Maroš Šefčovič Commissioner-designate for Transport and Space  

 Vote on mandate for negotiations - 4th Railway package, Weights and Dimensions 
Directive 

 Scrutiny of Commission's implementing powers (Comitology) - presentation by DG 
MOVE 

 Presentation of the TEN-T Study by Policy Department 
 

Plenary Session 

 15-18 September 

 8-9 October 

 20-23 October 
 
Council    
Transport Council 

 8 October (provisional)  

 3 December (provisional) 
 


