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NEWS FROM BRUSSELS  
 
 

CLECAT OFFICES CLOSED 11-15 AUGUST  
  
CLECAT is taking a break next week and the offices will be closed.   

 
REGISTRATION OPEN FOR  FREIGHT FORWARDERS FORUM   
 

 
 
CLECAT’s annual Freight Forwarders Forum will take place on 
the 6th November at the World Customs Organisation in 
Brussels.   
 

 
The event will address the following questions: 
 

 New Regulation or Soft Law, what does industry need to remain competitive? 
 Standardisation or better enforcement? 
 Building an Internal Market for Transport 
 (Re-)Inventing business operations - How Big Data changes the supply chain? 
 LPS's; transforming into Data and Compliance Integrators? 
 Dematerialisation of documents; what prevents it from happening? 

 
REGISTRATION is now open and the full programme will be published as soon as the 
confirmation from the two key note speakers from the Commission and industry are 
confirmed.   

ROAD 
 

CLECAT RESPONSE TO COMBINED TRANSPORT CONSULTATION   
 
CLECAT has submitted its response to the online Consultation on the review of Council 
Directive 92/106/EC of 7 December 1992 on the establishment of common rules for certain 
types of combined transport of goods between Member States determines the conditions 
under which combined transport (CT) operations can be executed. CLECAT supports a revision 

http://www.clecat.org/component/rsform/form/9-fff-2014-registration.html
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of the Directive to satisfy the present market demands and developments and to avoid 
different interpretations concerning the definition of combined transport. 

Following a review of the Directive within its membership, CLECAT concludes that the 
Directive is complicated and ambiguous and does not meet the present demands of the users 
of combined transport.  

CLECAT acknowledges that an increased use of combined transport will support the 
Commission’s ambition to facilitate the use of road transport in combination with other modes 
of transport. However, the requirements set in Council Directive 92/106 are far too strict and 
ambiguous.   Overall, CLECAT is of the view that the directive should be lighter, simpler and 
less costly to implement. The right incentive scheme should be provided as the current 
tax/reimbursement system is too bureaucratic and the administrative burden is high. 

An important issue that users face with the definition is the way authorities apply the 
definition of the nearest suitable rail loading station.  In practice, a nearest suitable rail loading 
station for authorities does not always match the requirements of the operator or user.  In 
order to encourage operators to make more use of combined transport it important that the 
operator himself can decide what is the nearest suitable rail loading station.  CLECAT is also of 
the opinion that a limitation of distance will not support the use of intermodal transport 
operations.   The focus should not be on distance by road freight compared to rail/waterway in 
km or % but on the terminal being SUITABLE for the transport or forwarding company to 
organise the whole of their collection/distribution in an economic way.  This will also simplify 
the directive and make the interpretation more clear and transparent.   

 
ECOCOMBI’S PILOT IN BELGIAN SLOW TO START  
 
The Flemish trial on the use of Longer and Heavier Vehicle (Ecocombi’s) on a dedicated road 
network in Flanders seems to become a fiasco. This is what the transport newspaper Flows 
reported this week.  Out of 250 submissions only 6 or 7 can be retained by the Flemish 
authorities. These now need to be screened on the driver and vehicle.  All the applications 
from the Netherlands where Ecocombi’s can drive legally on a large part of the road network 
have been refused. The rules for the various trajects are very strict. So far it is unclear when 
the pilots will start.  

 
MARITIME 

 
DP WORLD BACKS BOX WEIGHING AT PORTS  
 
Lloyds’ List published a story on the 4th August on the question of where best to weigh 
containers before they are loaded onto a ship.  
 
In the view of Ganesh Raj, senior vice-president and managing director for DP World’s Europe 
and Russia region weighing each export box on arrival at the terminal might have been been 
more straightforward than requiring the shipper to use one of two ways to produce the 
certified information. The industry executive believes that the compromise solution designed 
to make mandatory container weight checks easier by providing a choice of methods may in 
fact have complicated the process.  
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“Our approach is that we are more than happy to weigh containers as long as it does not 
impact our operations as such,” he said in an interview. 
 
If terminals have to weigh each container, there would be an incremental cost attached 
because of the need to install weighbridges, but that could be done, whereas the alternative 
of certified container weights provided by shippers could pose problems for highly automated 
facilities. Mr Raj cited DP World’s London Gateway, which has no gate clerks, or its soon-to-
open World Gateway in Rotterdam that will be completely unmanned, as examples of where 
physical checks of weight certificates could be more of a problem than installing approved 
weighing platforms. Weight checks will be compulsory from mid-2016 under amendments to 
the International Maritime Organization’s Safety of Life at Sea Convention agreed last year 
after a lengthy industry-wide debate on how best to stamp out cargo misdeclarations, 
including inaccurate weights that might result in serious accidents. In a solution that 
recognised that not every shipper had the capability to physically weigh each container, the 
IMO accepted a compromise by which shippers can either weigh the fully loaded box, or 
provide a certified figure based on the weight of individual items to be shipped, plus the 
container itself. 
 
Mr Raj is concerned that offering a choice is creating confusion, and that it would have been 
simpler to have a uniform single approach with all containers checked in the same way 
The ideal answer would be to follow a simple process, with all containers weighed at the 
terminal. One system would be much easier to administer, he contends. “Nobody objects to 
taking the responsibility for weighing the containers as long as they are remunerated, because 
there is a cost.”  
 
The European Sea Ports Organisation, for example, while pleased that container weights will 
have to be verified, has said these checks should preferably be carried out by shippers at the 
point of origin. “We should look for the most practical solution for all players in the transport 
chain. But we should at all times avoid that this weighing operation burdens the handling 
activities in the port and increases the congestion in the port,” Espo secretary-general Isabelle 
Ryckbost said a few weeks ago. 
 
“We are saying we are more than happy to provide a solution, and it has to be done uniformly 
across the board,” said Mr Raj. “The terminal would put a procedure in place to weigh the 
container once it arrives, it’s as simple as that.” The shipper would still be responsible for 
cargo declarations and the shipping line agent would have to be sure that overweight or 
underweight containers were not loaded. “Should the decision be taken that weighing could 
be done at the terminal, that would require some effort to ensure the weighing equipment is 
certified by local weights and measures authorities, but the technology exists. “We have the 
capability and we are willing to do it, but there would be a charge,” said Mr Raj. 
 

AUGUST GRIS PUSH UP RATES ON ALL MAJOR TRADES 
 
Rates on all the major trade lanes experienced substantial increases last week, as the August 
general rate increases came into effect.  
 
The latest Shanghai Containerised Freight Index shows that spot rates on the Asia-Europe 
trade jumped 20.9%, or $252, to $1,455, representing their highest level since February and 
the first rise in rates since the first week of July. Meanwhile, rates to the Mediterranean 
increased 10.2%, or $149, to $1,608.  

http://www.lloydslist.com/ll/sector/containers/article425295.ece
http://www.lloydslist.com/ll/sector/containers/article442821.ece
http://www.lloydslist.com/ll/sector/containers/article442821.ece
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However, Freight Investor Services broker Richard Ward believes rates could climb even 
further in the coming weeks, as reports suggest that as much as $3,000 per feu is currently 
being quoted by carriers on the Asia-North Europe trade.  
 
“Whether this comes to fruition will depend on how quickly carriers begin discounting rates. 
However, given the apparent lack of spare capacity due to the peak season, one would expect 
that the level of discounting will be less aggressive than it has been historically after a 
successful GRI,” said Mr Ward.  
 
Lloyds' Lloyding List | Monday, 04 August 2014 

 
MORE THAN A BALANCED APPRAOCH NEEDED FOR RAIL FREIGHT   
 
In an exchange of views of the Transport Committee of the European Parliament with the 
Italian Minister for Infrastructure and Transport, Mr Maurizio Lupi, said that the Presidency 
will make strong efforts to advance the Fourth Railway Package, starting negotiations with the 
Parliament on the "technical pillar" and looking for a balanced approach in order to achieve a 
common position in Council on the "political pillar." 
 
What this ‘balanced approach’ may be needs to be seen.  
 
The Governance Pillar of the 4th Railway Package removes the many discriminatory practices 
faced by the players on the rail market. CLECAT supports the European Commission proposals 
of so-called Chinese walls guaranteeing transparent financial flows within holding structures, 
whereby the infrastructure owner and incumbent railway undertakings are under the same 
ownership. 
 
However, the Plenary vote earlier this year in the European Parliament demonstrated again 
the strength of the vested national structures of railway companies.  It is disappointing to see 
that unbundling was voted down as this would also have promoted a greater sense of 
transparency in the sector.   
 
Progress has been made on the technical pillars, and we welcome this move to create more 
technical harmonisation but, this is not helped if markets are not open, or if the structure of 
the infrastructure manager does not ensure fair conditions for all railway undertakings in the 
access to national markets. CLECAT will maintain pressure on the European Parliament’s 
Transport Committee and EU Member States to make progress on the political pillar of the 4th 
Railway Package.  
 

AVIATION  
 

IATA: AIR FREIGHT VOLUMES EXPAND MORE SLOWLY IN JUNE  
 
The International Air Transport Association (IATA) released data for global air freight markets 
showing 2.3% growth in demand (measured in freight tonne kilometers) over June 2013. That 
is slower than the 4.9% growth reported for May. 
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Nevertheless, overall growth for the first six months of 2014 stands at 4.1% compared to the 
same period in 2013. That is much stronger than the weak 1.4% increase reported for the full-
year 2013 over 2012 levels. The strengthened growth has been underpinned by improving 
global trade and stronger business activity over the past year. 
 
“At the half-way point of the year, it is clear that overall cargo demand is much stronger than 
in 2013. Carriers in Asia-Pacific and the Middle East have been the biggest beneficiaries of the 
improved market conditions. Europe is doing reasonably well, albeit still in recovery mode. 
The weak spot is the Americas,” said Tony Tyler, IATA’s Director General and CEO. 
 
“The general improvement in the economic environment is always good news for air cargo. 
This may not however, be a recovery as usual. First there are a lot of risks out there—from 
conflicts and sanctions to potential national defaults and fear of the Ebola outbreak. Second, 
while air cargo is slowly emerging from two years in the doldrums time has not stood still. 
Logistics has become an even more intensely competitive sector. Shippers value faster end-to-
end transit times, greater reliability and improved efficiency. More clearly than ever, the 
building blocks for the future of air cargo are found in global programs such as e-Freight and 
Cargo 2000. These are helping the entire value chain to deliver on the expectations of their 
customers,” said Tyler.  
 
More information is available HERE  

 
CUSTOMS 

 

EU ADOPTS ADDITIONAL RESTRICTIVE MEASURES AGAINST RUSSIA 
 
Beginning of August, additional restrictive measures were taken by the EU against Russia in 
the context of the situation in Ukraine. On 31 July, the EU Council formally adopted a package 
of additional restrictive measures which was agreed on 29 July. These measures target 
sectoral cooperation and exchanges with the Russian Federation. 
 
The measures were adopted in addition to Council Regulation (EU) No 269/2014, comprising 
the freezing of funds and economic resources of certain natural and legal persons, entities and 
bodies and restrictions on certain investments, as a response to the annexation of Crimea and 
Sevastopol. These new measures include: 

- The limitation to the access to EU primary and secondary capital markets for Russian 
state-owned financial institutions; 

- An embargo on trade in arms; 
- The establishment of an export ban for dual use goods for military end users; 
- The curtailment of Russian access to certain sensitive technologies that can be used 

for oil production and exploration. 
 
These measures have been published in the EU Official Journal on the 31st of July 2014, as 
‘Council Regulation (No 833/2014) concerning restrictive measures in view of Russia's actions 
destabilising the situation in Ukraine’. They entered into force the 1st of August 2014.  
 
The Council Regulation No 833/2014 is available here. A statement by the President of the 
European Council Herman Van Rompuy and the President of the European Commission is 
available here. The Press release of the Council of the EU is available here. A Background note 

http://www.iata.org/pressroom/pr/Pages/2014-08-05-01.aspx
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2014:078:0006:0015:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32014R0833&from=EN
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/ec/144158.pdf
http://consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/144205.pdf
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of the Council of the EU explaining the reasons for adopting restrictive measures against 
Russia and giving complementary information on these measures is available here. 
 

RUSSIA CLOSES ITS BORDER TO FOOD PRODUCTS COMING FROM THE EU 
 
7 August 2014. Russia responded to the additional measures adopted against them (see 
above) by banishing for importation a list of food products from the United States, the 
European Union, Australia, Canada and Norway. The list includes: 

- cattle meat, fresh, chilled or frozen; 
- pork, fresh, chilled or frozen; 
- poultry and its subproducts, fresh, chilled or frozen; 
- all salted, dried or smoked meats; 
- fish, shellfish, scallops and other aquatic invertebrates; 
- milk and dairy products; 
- vegetables; 
- fruits; 
- nuts; 
- sausage and similar meat products; 
- cheese and similar products. 

 

GENERAL 
 
INTEGRATORS BLAST WTO FAILURE 
 
As reported in Lloyd’s Loading List.com last week, the 31 July WTO deadline to ratify the 
package came and went, with India still refusing to sign up without first agreeing a separate 
deal to enable developing countries to subsidise and stockpile food.  
 
The Express Association of America, representing DHL, FedEx, TNT and UPS, said it was deeply 
disappointed that WTO members had failed to implement the WTO Trade Facilitation 
Agreement (TFA).  “At Bali last year the WTO took a huge step forward in the effort to 
accelerate the flow of goods through global supply chains and reduce transaction costs for 
businesses large and small,” said Michael Mullen, EAA Executive Director. “To now have this 
significant agreement delayed due to the reservations of a small number of WTO members 
means the major gains in world trade, increased GDP and more jobs will not be realized.”  
 
Analysts had estimated that implementation of the Bali Package could have generated up to 
$1 trillion of global economic benefits globally be removing red-tape at borders.  The ‘Bali 
Package’ was in effect a simpler version of the Doha Round WTO negotiations, which began as 
long ago as 2001. It largely avoided the most controversial issues included in the Doha Round 
and instead focussed on establishing a new framework to govern global trade.  Some trade 
experts believe last Thursday’s failure is likely to end the era of trying to cobble together 
global trade agreements and to accelerate efforts by smaller groups of like-minded nations to 
liberalise trade among themselves. India has been vocal in opposing such moves, making its 
veto even more surprising.  
 
Some nations have already discussed a plan to exclude India from the agreement and push 
ahead regardless. Trade diplomats had previously said they were reluctant to consider the 
idea of the all-but-India option, but momentum behind the trade facilitation pace means it 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/144159.pdf
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may be hard to stop, some believe.  Many countries, including China and Brazil, have already 
notified the WTO of steps they plan to take to implement the customs accord immediately, 
according to Reuters. 
 
Source: Lloyd’s Lloyding List 6/8/14 – for full article HERE  

 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

 

.CLECAT MEETINGS. 
 
Customs Institute  

 12 September,  Brussels (working group meeting) 

 21 November, Brussels (provisional) 
Security Institute 

 22 October (morning), Genoa, Italy 
Air Freight Institute 

 22 October (afternoon) , Genoa, Italy 
Maritime Institute  

 23 October (morning) , Genoa, Italy 
Road Institute  

 5 November  (morning) , Brussels  
Rail Institute  

 6 November  (morning) , Brussels  
FREIGHT FORWARDERS FORUM  

 6 November, WCO, Brussels 
Board and General Assembly  

 7 November, WCO, Brussels 
Intermodal Europe – ICARGO Workshop ESC/CLECAT  

 12 November, Rotterdam  
 
 

.EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT. 
 
Transport Committee  
 3-4 September 

 29-30 September 

 6-7 October 
 

Plenary Session 

 15-18 September 

 8-9 October 

 20-23 October 
 

COUNCIL    
 
Transport Council 

 8 October (provisional)  

 3 December (provisional) 

http://www.lloydsloadinglist.com/freight-directory/logistics/integrators-blast-wto-failure/20018115612.htm#.U-I3mWwcRjo
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OTHER MEETINGS WITH CLECAT PARTICIPATION     
 
3 - 4 September  

 ALICE Working Group meetings Brussels  
12 September   

 GLEC Multimodal Meeting Amsterdam 
15-16 September  

 5th Land Transport Security Expert Group meeting (Metal Theft in Land Transport 
infrastructures) Brussels  

18-19 September  

 FIATA Road/Rail/UIC Meetings, Bratislava  
23 September    

 European Transport Forum, Brussels 
25 September    

 SAGAS meeting, Brussels  
9-10 October    

 CEF Transport Info Day, Brussels  
14 – 15 October   

 European Forum of Logistic Clusters, Brussels  
15-19 October   

 FIATA Congress, Istanbul 
18-20 November   

 12th Annual European 3PL Summit Amsterdam  
27-28 November  

 Rail Freight Conference  

 
 

 


