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NEWS FROM BRUSSELS  
 
TRANSPORT: TALKS ON 4TH RAILWAY PACKAGE TO START SOON 
  
Transport and transport infrastructure are vital to the Presidency's key priorities of growth and 
employment, Infrastructure and Transport Minister Maurizio Lupi told the Transport and 
Tourism Committee of the European Parliament on Tuesday, 22nd July.   
 
The new chair Michael Cramer (Greens/EFA, DE) opened with a minute's silence for the victims 
of the crashed Malaysia Airlines flight MH17.  
 
The Presidency aims to start negotiations with Parliament on the 4th railway package 
"technical pillar" files and will press for progress in the Council on the "political pillar" too, he 
said.  
 
The Single European Sky (SES) proposals will have a big impact on the sector's industrial 
landscape and the Presidency will encourage discussion of the SES2+ package, he said. The 
Presidency also aims to complete negotiations with Parliament on the weights and dimensions 
of trucks dossier, and will pursue work on cross-border enforcement rules, he added.            
 
MEPs asked Mr Lupi to clarify the timeline for progress with the railway package, stressing that 
negotiations on the "technical pillar" negotiations should start as soon as possible. They also 
inquired how progress could be achieved on the port services proposals, road safety, the 
airports package files, the e-call proposal and how transport policy could be placed at the 
heart of efforts to combat climate change. 
 
Mr Lupi stated that EU transport have to pursue the objectives of de-carbonization of the 
European economy, focus on competitiveness and the cohesion and respect the most high 
standards of sustainability and security. 
 
During the meeting, Lupi made clear that the port regulation is one of the main priorities of 
the Italian Presidency. He stated that ports play a fundamental role in the new TEN-T and need 
a legislative framework that will enable them to face global competition. For this reason, the 
Italian Presidency will continue to work on the port regulation that liberalise port services and 
guarantee fair competition, preserving the specificity of the different national and local 
situations. 
 
Commissioner Kallas highlighted the need for growth, development and jobs and in particular 
that protectionist measures did not facilitate that. 
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ROAD 
 
GERMAN ROAD TAX PLANS COME UNDER FIRE AT HOME AND ABROAD 
 
The German government’s bid to introduce charges on motorists for road use is developing 
into a source of probable confrontation with the European Union and with Germany’s 
neighbours. Alexander Dobrindt, Germany’s federal transport minister, is struggling to match 
his election promises about the introduction of a road tax with the country’s obligation to 
comply with European Union rules. Dobrindt is from Bavaria’s centre-right party, the CSU, the 
ally of the Christian Democratic Union of Chancellor Angela Merkel. As part of its election 
campaign last autumn, the CSU promised to introduce taxes on foreign motorists, but pledged 
that locals would not pay any more.   This month Dobrindt outlined plans for a road tax or 
vignette, saying that he wanted to charge foreign drivers because their annual 170 million car 
journeys through the country “do not contribute to the construction of the roads”. Germans 
would initially have to pay an annual tax of around €150, but according to Dobrindt they 
would be reimbursed through a lowering of other taxes. The minister expects income of €600 
million a year if the measures take effect from 1 January 2016. 
 
But even within Germany, a backlash has already begun. Peter Hintze, is chairman of the 
CDU’s parliamentary group in the state of North Rhine-Westphalia – which borders the 
Netherlands and Belgium. He said Dobrindt’s plans did not correspond with the coalition 
agreement between CDU/CSU and the centre-left Social Democratic Party of Germany (SPD). 
“It needs to be revised heavily,” Hintze said. Hintze’s worry is that such a tax or toll would hit 
traffic coming from neighbouring countries, including people that cross the border for work or 
to shop. Centre-left and Green politicians have joined in the criticism. Winfried Kretschmann, 
minister-president of Baden-Württemberg and co-ordinator of the Greens in the German 
parliament, said he would not support the plans if they threatened his state. He fears that 
such a toll would deter the Swiss from coming to Baden-Württemberg. Dobrindt’s plans will 
also face severe scrutiny from outside Germany. The governments of the Netherlands and 
Austria have asked Siim Kallas, the European commissioner for mobility and transport, to 
investigate, as they believe the plans breach EU law. 
 
According to Article 18 of the Treaty of the Functioning of the European Union, the same rules 
should apply to residents and non-residents when tolls or vignettes are applied by national 
member states: “any discrimination on grounds of nationality shall be prohibited”. In practice, 
that means that where a member state has introduced road taxes – vignettes – they must be 
offered on the same terms to residents and non-residents alike. Slovenia, for example, was 
reprimanded because it was not offering weekly or monthly vignettes, but only a yearly pass, 
which was deemed discriminatory against non-residents who might be visiting the country for 
only a short period. 
 
Kallas had a meeting with Dobrindt in Brussels earlier this month, but the Commission finds 
itself in a difficult situation. In principle, it is in favour of road-charging and would very much 
like Germany to embrace the practice, believing such taxation offers the best route to 
maintaining Europe’s transport infrastructure while public spending is constrained. But the 
Commission is also duty-bound to crack down on any attempt by Germany to discriminate 
against non-residents. A tax-break or refund that was designed to compensate German tax-
payers for their road tax would be too blatant for the Commission to tolerate. 
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What is not clear is how Dobrindt can introduce a road tax that complies with EU rules and yet 
does not – at least temporarily – impose additional costs on German motorists. 
 
Merkel said on Friday (18 July) that the road-tax plans “will not threaten the relationship with 
the neighbours” and said that they would be in line with current government policy if they 
complied with European rules. So is she secretly hoping that the CSU will be thwarted by the 
Commission? The Commission is hoping that her commitment to road-charging runs deeper 
than that. 
 
Source: European Voice CYNTHIA KROET on 24.07.2014  
 

RAIL 
 

ERFA CALLS FOR GREATER SEPARATION  
 
In some strong press statements ERFA said this week to be alarmed by statements made in 
Rome last week by some of the big incumbent rail operators in Europe, who refuted the need 
for greater separation in the rail market. ERFA members, who are the smaller and non-
incumbent operators, are on the receiving end of many discriminatory practices on the rail 
market.  This discrimination is down to incumbents who are more interested in protecting 
their own dominant position on the market than securing the future viability of rail. ERFA fully 
supports the political pillar of the 4th Railway Package in removing any financial stake 
between the entity in charge of managing the tracks and train operators.  This type of 
separation is badly needed.  The entity responsible for the management of the tracks should 
not have an interest in undermining or blocking other rail users, with which it has no direct 
financial ties.  This type of treatment is experienced by ERFA members across Europe, 
jeopardising the very existence of smaller operators, deterring investment and innovation and 
going against all serious attempts to promote rail growth.  In dismissing the need for greater 
separation, criticism was also levelled at the separated UK rail model.  
 
New entrant rail operators, represented by ERFA, are worried about the remonopolisation 
tendency in the railway market. The 4thRailway Package, proposed by the European 
Commission, intends to establish a level playing-field. Politics must bring forward this much 
needed rail reform in order to enable smaller and independent operators to contribute to rail 
growth.   
 
Today, the development of a sustainable railway system is held back by monopolistic rail 
operators intent on maintaining their own dominant position The barriers and discriminatory 
practices faced by ERFA members across Europe kill-off much-needed dynamism, innovation 
and creativity in the rail sector. The barriers also undermine the wider interest of boosting 
growth and jobs across Europe. The smaller rail transport operators need adequate conditions 
where they are not squeezed out and hindered by the incumbent rail operators. ERFA refuses 
to believe that domination by a handful of very powerful railway operators will benefit 
customers, passengers or the environment.  
 
Source WWW.ERFA.EU 
 
 
 

http://www.europeanvoice.com/author/cynthia-kroet/
http://www.erfa.eu/
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MARSEILLE TO GET €60 MILLION INTERMODAL BOOST  
  
The Marseille Port Authority (GPMM) has announced the creation of a company to build and 
run a combined road-rail terminal at the French Mediterranean port that will attract 
investment of more than €60 million.   
 
The new operating company, Mourepiane Terminal Transport Combiné (MTTC), will have 
GPMM and CMA CGM as its main shareholders, taking stakes of 29% and 15.5%, respectively. 
The city’s Chamber of Commerce and local banks are also stakeholders.  Building work on the 
terminal could begin next summer, with the facility entering service mid-2017. The project 
reflects efforts to engineer a radical modal shift in the pre- and post-shipping distribution of 
Marseille’s sea container and swap body traffic over the next 10-15 years, the aim being to 
increase rail transport’s share from around 15% currently to 30%.    
 
It will add weight to the campaign of port-user association, the Union Maritime et Fluviale de 
Marseille-Fos, to gain EU support for the launch of a rail freight service to Geneva within the 
framework of the European RTE-T trans-European transport network programme.  
 
Earlier this month, rail operator Naviland Cargo announced that it would increase the 
frequency of its Marseilles Fos-Strasbourg intermodal service from three to five round trips 
per week by the end of the year. 
 
Lloyd’s Lloading List 18 July 2014 
 

AVIATION  
 

CLECAT AND ESC MET TO DISCUSS ESC WHITE PAPER ON AIR CARGO    

CLECAT, including a number of its members and the European Shippers’ Council met earlier 
this month in Brussels, on the invitation and initiative of CLECAT to have an open debate on 
the WHITE PAPER from the ESC. The main message of the paper was ‘Air Cargo services do not 
meet expectations of customers’. 

ESC has called on the air cargo industry to reveal performance standards through Cargo 2000, 
to help customers distinguish between services and quality, and pay accordingly. Airfreight 
shippers have claimed they are prepared to pay more for better services, but want the 
industry to be more transparent. 

In an open discussion CLECAT and ESC agreed on many issues such as on the need for further 
liberalization, transparency and information of service. However, CLECAT is convinced that 
there is no need to put the blame on any party in the air cargo industry but instead to 
encourage debate and work together.  It was agreed to further team efforts and to have 
further meetings on the issues under debate including eFreight and Cargo 2000.    

CHANGES IN FLIGHT SCHEDULES   
  
In view of political incident flights – and rates – around the world are likely to be changeable in 
coming weeks.  Loadstar made some details available.  For the article see Loadstar. 

http://www.europeanshippers.eu/news/air-cargo-services-meet-expectations-customers/
http://theloadstar.co.uk/air-freight-rates-china-flight-restrictions/?utm_source=The+Loadstar+daily+email&utm_campaign=f90593b9d4-Loadstar_23rd_July_20147_23_2014&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c4570e43d4-f90593b9d4-125888229
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CUSTOMS 

 
CALL FOR APPLICATIONS FOR THE VAT EXPERT GROUP EXTENDED 
 
Reference is made to CLECAT newsletter 2014/22. Please note that the deadline for submitting 
applications has been extended until 12 September 2014. 
 

GENERAL  
 

BIFA NAMES NEW DIRECTOR GENERAL   
 

The British International Freight Association (BIFA) has named Robert Keen as its new Director 
General to succeed Peter Quantrill who retires from the trade association in August. 
 
Mr Keen joined the industry in 1970 and worked for a succession of forwarders before joining 
BIFA in 1999. He was appointed an Executive Director of BIFA in 2009. He is also Chairman of 
the FIATA Multimodal Institute and a member of FIATA’s Extended Board;  Vice Chairman of 
CLECAT’s Maritime Logistics Institute and a Member of the CLECAT Board. He has also been 
Chairman of the United Kingdom Air Cargo Club.  
  
Commented BIFA National Chairman, Carson McMullan: “We are delighted that Robert Keen 
has accepted our offer of promotion to Director General. He has had an excellent record of 
achievement since he joined BIFA and enjoys a great relationship with the membership. 
 

CLECAT/ESC WORKSHOP ON ‘INTELLIGENT LOGISTICS’ CONFERENCE  
 
A workshop addressing ‘Intelligent Logistics through Partnering in the Supply Chain’ will be 
chaired by CLECAT, and the European Shippers Council (ESC) at Intermodal Europe 2014, 
which takes place from 11-13 November at the Rotterdam AHOY. 
 
On day two of Intermodal Europe 2014, Nicolette van der Jagt, Director General of CLECAT, 
and Joost Sitskoorn, Acting Secretary General of the European Shippers Council (ESC) will lead 
the workshop, which will include several presentations from industry experts and a round 
table discussion.  
 
Topics to be addressed throughout the morning will include the challenges that face users and 
operators through partnerships within the supply chain, as well as looking at some of the 
developments within the industry. 
 
“There is a lot of innovation in this industry, which will be discussed, such as the development 
of intelligent cargo to improve efficiency and sustainability and the management of complex 
supply chains through intelligent IT systems” explains Nicolette van der Jagt.  “We are also 
chairing these sessions in cooperation with iCARGO, a project that aims to advance the use of 
ICT (information and Communications Technology) in support of new logistics services.” 
 



6 
 

 

There will be demonstrations of great technology, sophisticated systems and data 
management as well as forecasting of future innovations and market trends and how these 
will affect operations in the future. 
 

COUNCIL ADOPTS ELECTRONIC IDENTIFICATION RULES 
 
The Council adopted this week a regulation which lays down conditions for mutual recognition 
of electronic identification; sets rules for trust services, in particular for electronic 
transactions; and creates a legal framework for electronic signatures, seals and time stamps, 
electronic documents as well as electronic registered delivery services and certificate services 
for website authentication (PE-CONS 60/14; statement: 11733/14 ADD 1).  
 
The final adoption of the legislative act by the Council follows an agreement reached at first 
reading with the European Parliament earlier this year. The regulation will enter into force 20 
days after its publication in the EU Official Journal, which is expected to take place within the 
next few days. 
HTTP://WWW.CONSILIUM.EUROPA.EU/UEDOCS/CMS_DATA/DOCS/PRESSDATA/EN/TRANS/144112.PDF 
 

EUROPEAN FORWARDERS REPORT MIXED EXPECTATIONS FOR SUMMER 
 
European freight forwarders have reported a strong volume performance last month and 
optimism for July but expect slightly weaker overall volumes in August, according to Danske 
Bank’s monthly market survey.  
 
The overall index for current volumes increased to 55 in June from 53 in May, indicating an 
overall expansion in volumes in June compared with April traffic levels for a majority of 
forwarders surveyed.  A reading above 50 implies growth in the survey methodology, which 
asks leading European freight forwarding companies about their current volume levels 
compared with the previous two months, seasonally adjusted, and about their volume 
expectations for the subsequent two months compared with current levels.  The forward index 
values in the latest survey are 56 for July and 48 for August, which indicate expectations for 
growth this month and a slight drop in volumes next month compared with current volume 
levels, seasonally adjusted.  
 
The Road Freight index of 53 indicates expansion compared with two months ago, although 
the index decreased from May’s figure of 55. Expectations for Road came in at 55 for July and 
53 for August, which still indicates increasing volumes over the next two months.  
 
The Airfreight index of 46 in June improved from May’s reading of 44, but still indicates a drop 
in volumes in June compared with two months ago. Expectations for Airfreight stood at 56 for 
July and 50 for August, implying growth expectations for July and unchanged volumes in 
August compared with the current levels.  
 
The Seafreight index of 57 in June indicates increasing volumes compared with two months 
ago. Expectations for Seafreight came in at 50 for July and 45 for August, indicating 
expectations for a slight drop in volumes over the next two months.  
Source: Loadstar  
 
 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/trans/144112.pdf
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EIB CONTINUES SUPPORT FOR INFRASTRUCTURE AND SMES IN EUROPE   
 
The European Investment Bank (EIB) continues its strong support for small and medium sized 
businesses (SMEs) and mid-cap companies and strategic infrastructure across the European 
Union. The EIB’s Board of Directors today approved loans worth EUR 1.1 billion that will 
benefit benefit SMEs and mid-cap firms in the European Union. This brings total EIB support 
for SMEs and mid-cap companies approved so far in 2014 to EUR 10.2 billion. The EIB’s Board 
of Directors comprises representatives of all 28 member state shareholders of the bank and 
the European Commission. Loan approvals by the board represent an important milestone 
prior to final financial and legal negotiation where loan amounts may change. Loans worth a 
total of EUR 3.4 billion were approved for investment in strategic infrastructure. This includes 
up to EUR 830 million to support transport projects in Poland, including rehabilitation of 
railways and construction of new motorways. Up to EUR 972 billion was agreed for 
infrastructure projects in France including railway, metro and motorway projects. In addition 
loans for up to EUR 350 million were approved for road safety improvement and rehabilitation 
Spanish roads. 
 
Reflecting other key priorities of the bank, EUR 1.1 billion of loans were approved for research 
and development, including up to EUR 500 million for development of more fuel efficient, 
hybrid vehicles and battery powered electric vehicles in Germany. Up to EUR 350 million was 
approved for research and development of broadband services in Italy and EUR 477 million 
will support investment in energy efficiency. The Board of Directors of the European 
Investment Fund earlier this week approved 18 new operations through which the EIF will 
further reinforce its support for SMEs. These deals represent EIF commitments of EUR 613 
million and are expected to leverage EUR 1.6 billion of capital. With these new approvals, the 
number of deals approved in 2014 now amounts to 75, with commitments in the order of EUR 
2.1 billion and an expected overall leverage of EUR 9.2 billion. 
 
HTTP://WWW.BEI.ORG/INFOCENTRE/PRESS/RELEASES/ALL/2014/2014-170-EIB-CONTINUES-SUPPORT-FOR-
INFRASTRUCTURE-AND-SMES-INEUROPE. 
 

BUDGET 2015  
 
MEP Roberts Zīle presented his draft opinion in the TRAN Committee meeting on 22.07.14. 
The Rapporteur's priorities for the 2015 budget include the smooth running of CEF and TEN-T 
programmes, with investments focused on projects with high European added value; financial 
support for the creation and effective functioning of a Single European railway area; the 
NAIDAES programme; and research funding, including SESAR.   
  

SELECTION DECISIONS FOLLOWING THE 2013 TEN-T CALL FOR PROPOSALS  
 
The TEN-T Calls for Proposals (Multi-Annual and Annual) make €350 million available to 
finance European transport infrastructure projects in all transport modes – air, rail, road, and 
maritime/ inland waterways – plus logistics and intelligent transport systems, and all EU 
Member States 
  
The Commission presented the selection decisions following the 2013 TEN-T call for proposals 
in the TRAN Committee meeting on 22.07.14 
 

http://www.bei.org/infocentre/press/releases/all/2014/2014-170-eib-continues-support-for-infrastructure-and-smes-ineurope
http://www.bei.org/infocentre/press/releases/all/2014/2014-170-eib-continues-support-for-infrastructure-and-smes-ineurope
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Further information 
 INNOVATION AND NETWORKS EXECUTIVE AGENCY (INEA) - EUROPEAN COMMISSION 

 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

.CLECAT MEETINGS. 
 
Customs Institute  

 12 September,  Brussels (working group meeting) 

 21 November, Brussels (provisional) 
Security Institute 

 22 October (morning), Genoa, Italy 
Air Freight Institute 

 22 October (afternoon) , Genoa, Italy 
Maritime Institute  

 23 October (morning) , Genoa, Italy 
NEW Road Institute  

 5 November  (morning) , Brussels  
NEW Rail Institute  

 6 November  (morning) , Brussels  
FREIGHT FORWARDERS FORUM  

 6 November, WCO, Brussels 
Board and General Assembly  

 7 November, WCO, Brussels 
 

.EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT. 
 
Transport and Tourism Committee Meeting 

 3-4 September 

 29-30 September 

 6-7 October 
 

Plenary Session 

 15-18 September 

 8-9 October 

 20-23 October 
 

COUNCIL    
 
Transport Council 

 8 October (provisional)  

 3 December (provisional) 
 

http://inea.ec.europa.eu/en/ten-t/apply_for_funding/follow_the_funding_process/calls_for_proposals_2013.htm

