
 

 

 

 
Newsletter Issue 27 / 11 July 2014 

 
 

NEWS FROM BRUSSELS  
 

CLECAT MANIFESTO  
 

Recommendations for unlocking the Transport Single 
European Market in support of an efficient and 
sustainable EU Freight Transport Policy    
 
Brussels – with a new Transport Committee convening 
in the European Parliament in Brussels this week for 
the first time under the new term, CLECAT, calls upon 
the newly installed EU decision makers to deliver a 
sustainable, business-friendly policy framework on 
freight transport logistics.  Such a policy should place 
the emphasis on sustainability and business-
friendliness, by supporting efficiency and reducing 
complexities and red tape.  
 
Nicolette van der Jagt, Director General of CLECAT 
said, ‘A solid freight transport policy is needed to 

complete the internal market, do away with the barriers and promote best practices, in 
respect of subsidiarity and by giving priority to incentives over sanctions. In doing so the EU 
needs to take global challenges that significantly impact the economic growth and 
competitiveness of the EU into account.  Industry, from its side will continue to invest in 
innovative solutions and initiatives to increase efficiencies, for example with regards to carbon 
footprint initiatives.’ 
  
CLECAT is looking forward to have regular exchanges with the Member of the European 
Parliament and invites MEPs to exchange with industry in support of business-led solutions. 
 

The Manifesto is available HERE 
 

MICHAEL CRAMER ELECTED CHAIR OF THE TRAN COMMITTEE  

 
Michael Cramer (Greens/EFA, DE) is the new chair of the TRAN Committee, elected by 
acclamation on 07.07.14. During its constituent meeting, the Committee has also elected its 
vice-chairs Dominique Riquet (ALDE, FR), Dieter-Lebrecht Koch (EPP, DE), Tomasz Piotr Poręba 
(ECR, PL), and István Ujhelyi (S&D, HU). Together, the chair and vice-chairs make up the 
bureau of the Committee, elected for a two-and-a-half year term.  
 The first meeting of the TRAN Committee will take place on 22.07.14.  

http://www.clecat.org/images/CLECAT_Folder_WebVersion.pdf
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TRANSPORT, TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND ENERGY  

 
The Italian Presidency intends to contribute to the achievement of the 
major objective of creating a single European transport area, especially 
bearing in mind that infrastructure and transport sectors play an 
important role in ensuring economic growth, creating employment 
and fostering European economic and social cohesion. 
 
Given their major contribution to the European transport 
infrastructures, priority will be given to the European TEN-T Corridors. 

The first goal will be to strengthen the EU TEN-T Corridors’ governance with the aim of 
pursuing the rationalisation and harmonisation of the existing legal framework, planning, 
governing, financing and implementing the TEN-T Corridors. Special attention will also be 
given to defining infrastructure priorities and to resources allocation set up by TEN-T Fund. In 
the light of the growing need for investments in infrastructures, the Presidency will stimulate a 
strategic debate on the attraction of private capital and on the need to grant Member States 
more flexibility in using the public budget to finance major cross-border projects of EU 
interest. The informal Transport Council will be the occasion for Member States to define a 
shared European strategy on these issues. 
 
Land Transport 
The Presidency will promote open discussions to assess the possibility of creating a truly single 
and open EU rail market, together with the efficient and cost-effective governance of priority 
freight corridors. In order to contribute to the opening of the market for domestic railway 
passenger services and the definition of the railway infrastructure governance, the Presidency 
will encourage progress on the fourth railway package and will promote a policy discussion in 
order to seek a common position among Member States. The Presidency will negotiate with 
the European Parliament on the technical pillar of the fourth railway package and intends to 
pursue a holistic approach to the all package. 
 
In the field of road transport the Presidency will focus on reinforcing intermodal transport 
with the aim of reducing energy consumption and CO2 emissions: it will also continue to work 
with the European Parliament on the proposal for a revised Directive on the weights and 
dimensions of commercial vehicles. 
 
Air Transport 
The Presidency intends to encourage negotiations on the proposed Regulations “Single 
European Sky 2+”, beginning with the recast of the Regulation establishing the general 
principles for setting up a Single European Sky, with the aim of accelerating the reform of 
European air traffic control in order to meet the growing traffic demand anticipated in the 
years to come. Under the same package, the Presidency could also examine the proposal for 
the review of the Regulation (EC) No 216/2008 modifying the rules governing the European 
Agency for Aviation Safety (EASA). The Presidency will work towards advancing the 
negotiations with the European Parliament on the relevant Regulations of the Airport package 
(on the allocation of time slots and ground-handling services). 
 
Maritime transport 
Considering the increasing relevance of maritime shipping and the maritime commercial 
routes linking the EU ports to all other major economies, the Presidency attaches the utmost 



3 
 

 

importance to enhancing the role of European ports as logistics terminals as defined in the 
TEN-T network. Therefore, the Presidency will continue work on the Commission proposal 
establishing a framework for market access to port services and the financial transparency of 
ports.  
 
Horizontal Issues 
The Presidency will promote a new definition of the TEN-T Project, shifting from single rail and 
water networks to road networks and ports, inter-ports and airport nodes. The Presidency will 
also encourage an in-depth assessment of TEN-T networks, in line with the process already 
launched at the TEN-T Conference held in Naples in October 2009. In the field of GNSS satellite 
systems (Galileo and EGNOS), the Italian Presidency is committed to promoting Public 
Regulated Services and “Early Services” in commercial sectors, considering that any further 
delay in the offer of satellite services with respect to competing satellite systems will 
undermine the prospect of penetrating global markets. 
 
More information about the Presidency of the Italy  
HTTP://ITALIA2014.EU/EN/PRESIDENCY-AND-EU/PROGRAMME-AND-PRIORITIES/PROGRAMME-OF-THE-
ITALIAN-PRESIDENCY-OF-THE-COUNCIL-OF-THE-EUROPEAN-UNION/ 
 

MARITIME 
 

CUTTING RED TAPE IN SHIPPING: A FAR CRY FROM STATED INTENTIONS 
 
ECSA issued a press release this week expressing its frustration about the lack of progress 
made towards simplifying administrative formalities for ships calling EU ports: 
 
In 2009, the European Commission had produced a maritime strategy paper that included a 
new concept, the so-called “European Maritime Transport Space without Barriers”, which 
according to the Commission, would simplify and streamline administrative procedures for 
shipping. 
 
On the basis of this new concept, the EU adopted in 2010 the Reporting Formalities Directive 
(2010/65/EU), which foresees that, by June 2015, ships calling ports in a certain member State 
would have to send the data required by national authorities in electronic format and only 
once. This would dramatically reduce red tape and allow seafarers to spend less time on 
duplicative and redundant bureaucracy. 
 
However, the problem lies with the fact that EU Member States only have the obligation to 
move from a paper environment to a Single Window (an electronic single entry point for all 
information), whereas the task of ensuring that the systems put in place are compatible and 
harmonised is entrusted to the Commission. The main conclusion of the report is that the 
implementation of the Directive is both behind schedule and, more importantly, off course. 
The multitude of actors involved in the process, the varying starting points and the lack of 
common definitions and coordination seriously jeopardise harmonisation of the National 
Single Windows. 
 
“Unfortunately the discussions on the need for a common system throughout the EU have not 
produced encouraging results and we are now faced with a situation whereby shipowners 
might have to cope with a mosaic of new heterogeneous electronic reporting systems. In other 

http://italia2014.eu/en/presidency-and-eu/programme-and-priorities/programme-of-the-italian-presidency-of-the-council-of-the-european-union/
http://italia2014.eu/en/presidency-and-eu/programme-and-priorities/programme-of-the-italian-presidency-of-the-council-of-the-european-union/
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words, they might have to invest in costly electronic equipment without any simplification or 
streamlining of the reporting procedures in exchange” said Patrick Verhoeven, ECSA Secretary-
General. “This situation is incongruous and puzzling as the entire purpose of this initiative was 
to provide the industry with real simplification, which would reduce costs, rather than 
investing in new systems with no discernable or tangible return. Europe does not need a 
medley of National Single Windows. It needs a European Single Window, or, at the very least, 
uniformity and harmonisation”. 
 
One of the major stumbling blocks in the pursuit of administrative simplifications to 
shipowners is the stalemate of the Blue Belt, the purpose of which is to ease customs 
formalities for intra-EU shipping as well as for ships calling third-country ports. In its Blue Belt 
Communication published last year, the Commission identifies the need for a eManifest, an 
electronic document containing the bulk of the required information, which would be lodged 
in the National Single Windows. Unfortunately, discussions between the responsible 
Commission services have failed to reach a compromise, and the proposal for a harmonised 
eManifest seems to have been put on hold. 
 
“We are puzzled to note that an essential tool to create an internal market for shipping by 
allowing us to compete on an equal footing with other modes of transport has found itself in 
the crossfire between Commission services, thus completely ignoring the policy objectives 
outlined in previous Commission Communications” remarked Mr Verhoeven. 
 
“The progress made is a far cry from the Commission’s stated intentions. We hope that 
common sense will ultimately prevail and that the Commission will, as soon as possible, revive 
the discussions on an emanifest so that shipping can also benefit from the advantages of the 
EU's internal market” he concluded. 
 
The Commission progress report can be found HERE. 
 

MAERSK, MSC CLINCH NEW CONTAINER-SHIPPING PACT   

 
A.P. Møller-Mærsk A/S and MSC Mediterranean Shipping Co. have clinched a 10-year deal to 
share vessels on some of the world's busiest trade routes. Mærsk Line and MSC said on 
Thursday that the deal should improve profitability and the efficiency of their operations on 
routes across the Atlantic and Pacific oceans as well as between Europe and Asia. That had 
been the focus of the three-way tie-up, known as the P3 alliance. Mærsk is the world's biggest 
container-shipping group by capacity. 
 
Mærsk said the new deal, which the partners are calling 2M, would "allow for lower slot costs 
through improved utilization of vessel capacity and economies of scale." It comes as shipping 
companies grapple with high fuel costs and sluggish growth in global trade in an industry 
awash with SPARE SHIPPING CAPACITY ON MANY ROUTES. 
 
"The new vessel-sharing agreement between MSC and Maersk Line is in line with the 
expectations following the rejection of P3," said Lars Jensen, chief executive of Copenhagen-
based SeaIntel Maritime Analysis, in a research note. "In a broader industry perspective, we 
expect VSAs to be the main vehicle for new cross-carrier collaboration in the main east-west 
trades for the near-term future, as carriers will strive to avoid another rejection by 
competition authorities." 
 

http://www.ecsa.eu/images/Studies/Commission%20Progress%20Report%20on%20Reporting%20Formalities%20Directive.pdf
http://online.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424052702303749904579575871099632620
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U.S. and European regulators gave the P3 alliance a green light, but the Chinese watchdog 
turned it down after pressure from Chinese container-shipping companies that feared the P3 
partners would control the lion's share of the benchmark Asia-to-Europe trade loop, people 
with knowledge of the deal said.   
 
The smaller agreement announced Thursday is to include 185 vessels, with Mærsk Line 
expected to contribute around 55% of the total capacity.  Mærsk said the parties would keep 
their independent commercial relationships with customers and suppliers and that there 
would be no joint ownership of the vessels. 
 

ASIA-EUROPE GRI TAKES EFFECT 
 
Global carriers are looking to take full advantage of the traditional peak season on the Asia-
Europe trade as the planned general rate increase comes into effect.  This week’s Shanghai 
Containerised Freight Index shows that rates jumped $310 to $1,416 following the GRI, 
representing the largest weekly rise for 15 weeks and the highest spot rate since the start of 
February to levels close to those witnessed this time last year.   
Prices from Shanghai to the Mediterranean climbed $133 to $1,700 per teu.  
 
However, Freight Investor Services broker Richard Ward has warned that: “Despite the gains, 
feedback from the market suggests that rates have already begun to fall with levels in the 
market for July between $2,450-$3,000 per feu.”   Even so, this has not stopped Hapag-Lloyd 
announcing a GRI of $1,000 per teu on Asia-north Europe and Mediterranean services from 
August 1.  The German carrier has also informed its customers of a $500 per teu rise from July 
14.  “If successful this would push rates to well over $2000 per teu and as high as $2,700 per 
teu on the Mediterranean,” said Mr Ward. “The question now needs to be asked, are carriers 
losing their credibility by making such announcements or is it already too late?”   
 
“Pro-active shippers have already been securing their Q3 spot rates at below $1,300 per teu, 
mitigating against the latest increase as well as any future GRIs over the peak season.”  The 
planned GRI on US trades has resulted in a notable spike this week, with prices from Asia to 
the US west coast and east coast climbing 4% and 9% respectively.  Meanwhile, the recent 
implementation of a GRI on routes to the east coast of South America has meant that rates 
have dropped $148 over the last fortnight from $1,194 to $1,046. The SCFI comprehensive 
index climbed for the second consecutive week from 1058.87 points to 1129.42.  
 
Drewry’s Hong Kong-Los Angeles container freight rate benchmark, after remaining fairly 
stable last week, rose 12% to $1,850 per feu after the peak season surcharge requested by the 
Transpacific Stabilization Agreement carriers finally came into effect on July 1.  
 
The benchmark though is still down 17.3% on the rate recorded for the equivalent week last 
year.  However, Drewry expects these gains to erode and the next round of PSS 
implementation in mid-July to have little effect in lifting rates unless there is a favourable 
outcome for the Los Angeles dock workers from the ILWU contract negotiations.  
 
First published on www.lloydslist.com  
 
 
 

http://www.lloydslist.com/
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LINER RELIABILITY IMPROVES FOR THE THIRD MONTH IN A ROW 

Container shipping lines’ on-time performance improved for the third consecutive month in 
May after global performance climbed 2.2 percentage points to 75.5%.  
 
The latest monthly figures published by SeaIntel as part of its Global Liner Performance report 
also show that the gap between this year’s and last year’s schedule reliability since February 
has narrowed to just six percentage points.  Only K Line and Mediterranean Shipping Co failed 
to improve their reliability in May.  Zim Line, which is in the midst of a major restructuring, is 
now the only carrier with a global performance ranked lower than 70% after NYK Line and 
Orient Overseas Container Line achieved performances of 70.9% and of 72%.  
 
Maersk, the world’s largest shipping line, again recorded the best global performance, 
achieving a reliability rating of 87.1%.  Like April, Hamburg Süd, at 85.6%, was the second most 
reliable carrier and CSAV, at 82%, was third. All three container lines scored solid 
improvements compared to April.  
 
For the second month in a row there was also a significant gap between the reliability of CSAV 
and its future partner Hapag-Lloyd, the German carrier posting a considerably lower 
performance of 75.1%. CSAV recorded a reliability rating of 82%.  
 
On the release of its report, SeaIntel highlighted a notable improvement in global schedule 
reliability on the transatlantic trade, which has struggled since the turn of the year. Compared 
with April, services operating on the transatlantic eastbound and transatlantic westbound 
trade lanes in May witnessed a considerable rise in schedule reliability with percentage point 
increases of 5.4 and 10.5, although this was down on levels recorded last year.  
 
Commenting on the performance of transatlantic services, chief operating officer and partner 
in SeaIntel Alan Murphy, said: “It is good news for both shippers and carriers that the 
transatlantic trade lanes are finally improving, as the poor performance has been costly for 
shippers in terms of extended and unreliable supply chains, and for the carriers in terms of 
omitting port calls, rerouting containers, and getting the vessels back on schedule.”  
 
There was further good news for Hawaiian line Matson, which achieved a 100% reliability 
performance on its CLX transpacific string.  
 
First published on WWW.LLOYDSLIST.COM-  07 July 2014 
 

COMMISSION QUESTIONS TAX EXEMPTIONS FOR PUBLIC COMPANIES OPERATING IN PORTS 
 
8 July 2014, the European Commission (DG COMP) opened an investigation to verify whether 
exemptions from corporate tax granted under Dutch law to public companies, including port 
operators, are in line with EU state aid rules. The Commission has concerns that exempting 
certain companies merely because they are publicly owned may give them an advantage over 
their competitors.  
 
Separately, the Commission is also gathering information on taxation of ports in other 
Member States. The Commission has informed France and Belgium of its concerns regarding 

http://www.lloydslist.com-/
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the taxation of ports in these countries and has asked Germany to provide further information 
to ensure that there are no undue competitive advantages being granted to ports. 
 
The Commission noticed that, in certain Member States, ports are not subject to corporate tax 
but to an alternative tax regime that might be more favourable. In other Member States, ports 
do not actually pay any corporate taxes because they are loss-making. 
 
The decision related to the investigation led on Dutch practices will be made available under 
the case number SA.25338 once any confidentiality issues have been resolved.  
 

The full press release of the European Commission is available HERE. The case number 

SA.25338 is available HERE. 

 
ROAD 

 
MAJOR ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS OF LONGER TRUCK COMBINATIONS 
 
By driving with two full-length trailers, Scania reduces fuel consumption by up to 30 percent 
with an equivalent reduction in harmful carbon dioxide emissions. Following Scania’s request, 
the Swedish Transport Agency has now granted permission to operate rigs of 31.5 metres in 
total length between Sodertalje and Helsingborg in Sweden. Scania Transport Laboratory has 
been conducting research activities on the road for the past six years by transporting the 
company’s own materials under realistic operating conditions between Scania’s production 
units in Sodertalje, Sweden and Zwolle in the Netherlands. 
 
The Transport Laboratory has already been able to demonstrate a halving of CO2emissions per 
tonne-kilometre from 2008 to 2012, thanks to skilful drivers, optimised vehicles and lower 
average speed. Another step is now being taken to show how heavy vehicles through new 
ways of thinking can dramatically reduce climate emissions to 20 grams per tonne-kilometre. 
The haulage service has been operated to date using rigs of 16.5 metres, which is the 
maximum permitted length today for the tractor-semitrailer vehicle combination in most 
European states, with the exception of countries such as Sweden and Finland. For the truck-
trailer combination, a maximum length of 18.75 metres applies in most European states, while 
countries such as Sweden and Finland, permit 25.25 metres. 
 
The decision of the Swedish Transport Agency was preceded by the Swedish Transport 
Administration’s stability tests on vehicle combinations of 31.5 metres in order to ensure that 
these vehicles do not present any risk, for example during sudden evasive manoeuvres. 
“Our long haulage services will not cause any disruptions to the pace of traffic and we will 
quite easily be able to maintain the legal speed limit of 80 km/hour,” assures Anders 
Gustavsson, Managing Director of Scania Transport Laboratory. 
HTTP://WWW.SCANIA.COM/MEDIA/PRESSRELEASES/READER.ASPX?ID=901914 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-794_fr.htm?locale=fr
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=3_SA_25338
http://www.scania.com/media/pressreleases/reader.aspx?id=901914
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RAIL 
 

CO-OPERATION CAN REVIVE THE FORTUNES OF EUROPEAN WAGONLOAD FREIGHT 
 
We're providing information to the market about single wagonload and sending out a strong 
message that the partners believe in the future of the business and are investing in it," Xrail 
CEO Mr Sassan Rabet told delegates at last week's Global Rail Freight Conference, which was 
hosted by the International Union of Railways (UIC) and Austrian Federal Railways (ÖBB) in 
Vienna. 
 
Currently around 15% of wagonload traffic between the members operates in accordance with 
Xrail standards and the proportion is increasing. Ten networks and 460 origin and destination 
points are already served by Xrail and the system will be extended into Northern Italy later this 
year when DB Schenker Rail launches wagonload services in the region, helping to fill the void 
left by the closure of Trenitalia's wagonload network.  Rabet notes that European wagonload 
operators tend to focus on managing supply but have so far failed to manage demand. 
Capacity booking is in widespread use in North America but in Europe only Sweden's Green 
Cargo has an established capacity booking system. 
 
To address this Xrail is moving from open to controlled capacity booking through Xrail Capacity 
Booking (XCB) an IT tool which will connect domestic capacity booking systems via a central 
broker to provide full international coverage across the entire Xrail territory. XCB will make 
capacity booking seamless between the seven partners and give shippers an estimated time of 
arrival (ETA) for their wagons at the time of booking.  "There is a strong belief among the 
partners that this isn't just a new IT tool but something that will change the basis of the 
wagonload business," says Rabet. "Our ambition is that railfreight operators have shipments 
and ETA in mind and not their schedules, because customers don't care whether a particular 
train runs on time, they only care about when their consignment will be delivered." 
  
The European Commission's aspiration that 30% of road freight transport over 300km should 
shift to rail and other modes by 2030 can only become a reality if a sustainable wagonload 
network exists to provide small and medium-sized shippers with a viable alternative to road 
transport. The EC needs to play a role in this by ensuring that future legislation on market 
opening does not harm the fragile economics of wagonload and that EU-funded freight-
focussed infrastructure enhancements benefit wagonload traffic wherever possible. Extending 
the reach of Xrail west into France and east to the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Poland would 
be another welcome step towards making wagonload a viable alternative to road transport for 
many more European businesses. 
 
Read the full blog from Keith Barrow at INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORT JOURNAL  
 

NEW ASIA-EUROPE INTERMODAL LINK LAUNCHED 
 
Chengdu-Lodz and Zhengzhou-Hamburg service set to be 50% faster than ocean and 70% 
cheaper than air, UPS claims UPS has launched a new intermodal container link from China to 
Europe offering transits twice as fast as ocean freight and up to 70% cheaper than air options. 
Jeff McCorstin, UPS Asia Pacific’s president for Global Freight Forwarding, said the new Full 
Container Load solution would complement existing ocean, air and package options available 

http://www.railjournal.com/index.php/blogs/keith-barrow/co-operation-can-revive-the-fortunes-of-european-wagonload-freight.html?channel=
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to customers. “Our customers are looking for solutions that help them better manage their 
inventory and reach new markets while balancing the costs of doing business,” he said. 
After a recent Seabury survey found that 71% of customers expect a moderate to strong shift 
to lower cost modes in the next 1-3 years, UPS said the service would help customers balance 
their supply chain requirements. Slow-steaming by shipping lines, the easing of customs 
barriers in Eastern Europe and the shift of production centres in China inland have all 
increased the attractiveness of rail solutions from China into Eastern Europe and via Russia or 
the ancient Silk Road through Kazakhstan. Panalpina, DHL and Ceva have all launched services 
to Europe from China promising transits of less than 10 days in some cases. 
Full story at LLOYDS’ LOADING LIST  
 

AVIATION  
 

THE IMPACT OF DIMENSIONAL PRICING  
 
An interesting analysis was published in the LOADSTAR recently on the impact of pricing for air 
cargo packages based on their dimensions rather than on their weight. According to Mark 
Solomon this will yield more than half a billion dollars in additional annual revenue for  UPS 
and Fedex.  
 
If one analyst is right, moves by UPS Inc. and FedEx Corp. to begin pricing some ground 
packages based on their dimensions rather than on their weight will yield more than half a 
billion dollars in additional annual revenue for the two companies. 
Within the past two months, both carriers said they would impose "dimensional weight" 
pricing on all packages measuring less than 3 cubic feet. That represents a big chunk of both 
their ground delivery mix and e-commerce traffic. The moves, which will take effect at UPS on 
Dec. 29 and at FedEx on Jan. 1, will effectively make prices for shipping lightweight, often-
bulky shipments much higher than they are now. The additional revenue will be generated 
without much, if any, increase in capital investment. 
 
Rob Martinez, president and CEO of the consultancy Shipware LLC, said that, when fully 
implemented, the changes will generate an estimated $380 million in additional annual 
revenue for UPS and $170 million a year for FedEx, which has a smaller ground parcel 
footprint. Martinez said the programs are likely to be phased in over time, and full 
implementation may take three or four years. The additional revenue stream is a fraction of 
the companies' combined revenue, which is on pace to exceed $102 billion a year by the end 
of their next annual reporting period. Still, the pricing changes could be pure gravy for the big 
two. 
 
UPS and FedEx made their announcements months ahead of time to give customers an 
opportunity to change packaging practices. Larger customers may also use the window to 
negotiate contractual modifications in an effort to mitigate the potential damage to their 
bottom lines, Martinez said. The pricing change was driven in part by the explosion of e-
commerce transactions, which has resulted in what the carriers could consider an unwelcome 
increase in business-to-consumer (B2C) shipments. B2C packages are lighter and are usually 
delivered one residence at a time. By contrast, business-to-business (B2B) parcels are heavier 
and are delivered to each stop in larger quantities, thus maximizing a carrier's revenue per 
stop. FedEx and UPS have a virtual duopoly in the B2B segment; however, growth there has 
been relatively flat. 

http://www.lloydsloadinglist.com/freight-directory/logistics/new-asia-europe-intermodal-link-launched/20018113652.htm#.U7-raWyKBit
http://www.dcvelocity.com/articles/20140708-dimensional-pricing-could-add-550-million-annually-for-ups-fedex/
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CUSTOMS 
 
THE EU RELEASES THE RESULTS OF OPERATION ERMIS 
 
7 July 2014, the EU released the results of the Operation ERMIS underlining that over 70 000 
counterfeit goods were seized during this Joint Customs Operation (JCO). 
 
The Operation focused on postal and courier mail traffic, to identify fake products shipped 
through small consignments. JCO ERMIS was carried-out by the Greek Customs Administration 
and the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF), and also involved customs experts from the 
Commission, Member States, FYROM, Montenegro, Serbia and Turkey. It was carried out in 
March 2014. Customs authorities performed controls and exchange of intelligence on parcels 
coming into the EU from third countries, via mail. Within the course of the operation, over 70 
000 counterfeit items were seized in 634 different seizures. The goods varied in nature from 
mobile phones, sunglasses, and small vehicle spare parts, to medicines and pharmaceutical 
products. Most goods were found to come from the Far East. 
 
JCO ERMIS follows up on previous actions coordinated by OLAF (JCO FAKE, JCO SIROCCO and 
JCOs DIABOLO I and DIABOLO II). 
 

The entire press release of the DG TAXUD is available HERE. 
 

MID-TERM REVIEW OF THE VAT CROSS BORDER RULINGS PILOT CASE (CBR) 
 
8 July 2014, the EU VAT Forum published a first evaluation of the VAT cross border rulings pilot 
case. At present, 15 Member States participate in this project (Belgium, Estonia, Spain, France, 
Cyprus, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Hungary, the Netherlands, Portugal, Slovenia, Finland, 
Sweden and the United Kingdom).  
 
National tax authorities and businesses favour extending the initiative to other EU Member 
States. A further assessment of the pilot case will take place at the end of this year.  
 

An Information note written by the EC is available HERE. The Mid-term review is available 

HERE. 
 

SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT  
 

IATA RECOMMENDED PRACTICE ON CO2 EMISSIONS MEASUREMENT METHODOLOGY 
 
A new IATA Recommended Practice for airlines to calculate CO2 emissions from freight 
transport in a manner consistent to the established methodology for passenger transport 
calculations has been published. A common international standard for air cargo was a 
requirement from airlines themselves and from the freight forwarding community, shippers 
and regulators. This RP will help the industry players to “speak the same language” and is in 
line with ICAO's measurement methodology for passenger air travel. The next steps are now 
to seek for global adoption, recognition and alignment by engaging ICAO, regulators and 
industry groups such as GACAG, COFRET, Smart Freight Center, Airfreight Carbon Initiative, 
etc. On behalf of CLECAT, ACN is involved in these discussions.  

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-776_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/resources/documents/taxation/vat/key_documents/eu_vat_forum/vat-forum_information-note_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/resources/documents/taxation/vat/key_documents/eu_vat_forum/cbr_interim-report_en.pdf
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For more informtion follow this link: 
HTTP://WWW.IATA.ORG/WHATWEDO/CARGO/SUSTAINABILITY/PAGES/GREEN.ASPX. 
The document, RP 1678 can be downloaded HERE. 

 

GLOBAL LOGISTICS EMISSIONS COUNCIL (GLEC) 
 
Industry wants alignment between initiatives in order to achieve harmonized methodologies 
across the global multimodal supply chain. The Global Logistics Emissions Council (GLEC) of 
industry led/backed initiatives and leading shippers and companies involved in freight 
movement was established in December 2013 to achieve this. Current members are Green 
Freight Europe, Green Freight Asia, SmartWay (through Edgar Blanco of MIT), Clean Cargo 
Working Group, IATA, EcoTransIT, Lean & Green, NTM, and leading logistics companies: DB 
Schenker, DHL, Kuehne+Nagel, Maersk, and TNT.  
Led by SFC, the GLEC will 

 Develop a Global Framework for Freight Emissions Methodologies, which builds on 
existing methodologies and the EU funded project COFRET 

 Drive the acceptance and use of the Global Framework by industry, government and 
other players 

 Take the application of the Global Framework to scale across the global freight supply 
chain to generate and communicate credible emissions data to customers, consumers 
and investors 

While industry-led, GLEC will consult and engage other stakeholders throughout this process 
to ensure that the Global Framework is credible and usable to all players. For more 
information please go to downloads.  
 
CLECAT has started discussions with GLEC about membership.   
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

.CLECAT MEETINGS. 
 
Customs Institute  

 12 September,  Brussels 
Security Institute 

 22 October (morning), Genoa, Italy 
Air Freight Institute 

 22 October (afternoon) , Genoa, Italy 
Maritime Institute  

 23 October (morning) , Genoa, Italy 
Road Institute 

 5 November (Brussels) 
Rail Institute  

 6 November  (morning) , Brussels  
FREIGHT FORWARDERS FORUM  

 6 November, WCO, Brussels 
Board and General Assembly  

 7 November, WCO, Brussels 
 

http://www.iata.org/whatwedo/cargo/sustainability/Pages/green.aspx
http://www.cofret-project.eu/downloads/pdf/rp-carbon-calculation.pdf
http://www.greenfreighteurope.eu/
http://www.greenfreighteurope.eu/
http://greenfreightasia.org/
http://www.epa.gov/smartway/
http://ctl.mit.edu/blanco
http://www.bsr.org/en/our-work/working-groups/clean-cargo
http://www.bsr.org/en/our-work/working-groups/clean-cargo
http://www.iata.org/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.ecotransit.org/
http://lean-green.nl/en-GB/
http://www.ntmcalc.org/index.html
http://www.dbschenker.com/ho-en/sustainability/
http://www.dbschenker.com/ho-en/sustainability/
http://www.dhl.com/en/about_us/green_solutions.html
http://www.kn-portal.com/about_us/corporate_social_responsibility/environment/
http://www.maersk.com/Sustainability/Pages/Sustainability.aspx
http://www.tnt.com/express/en_gb/site/home/about_us/about_tnt_express/tnt_corporate_responsibility/tnt_environment.html
http://www.cofret-project.eu/
http://www.smartfreightcentre.org/main/info/downloads


12 
 

 

.EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT. 
 
Transport and Tourism Committee Meeting 

 22 July 

 3-4 September 

 29-30 September 

 6-7 October 
 

Plenary Session 

 14-17 July 

 15-18 September 

 8-9 October 

 20-23 October 
 

COUNCIL    
 
Transport Council 

 8 October (provisional)  

 3 December (provisional) 
 

 


