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ELP CALLS FOR INTERPARLIAMENTARY GROUP ON LOGISTICS 
  

In light of the new parliamentary term, the ELP reception in 
the European Parliament on Tuesday this week,   
introduced the ELP to the newly elected Members of the 
European Parliament and called for an interparliamentary 
group on logistics. 
 

 
Gesine Meissner MEP, hosting the event, stressed the crucial role of logistics for the well-
functioning of the European market. "Logistics facilitates global trade flows and provides 
employment to more than 7 million Europeans. In order to remain competitive and to tackle 
current and future challenges, a more integrated policy approach is needed. Therefore, I fully 
support the creation of an interparliamentary group on logistics to give this important 
economic sector a prominent platform for discussion with policy makers”.  
 
Nicolette van der Jagt, vice-chair of the ELP, stressed the need for an inter-parliamentary 
group on logistics to ensure that an holistic and cross-committee approach is taken on issues 
impacting on logistics including for example customs, e-commerce, trade barriers, climate 
change and deployment of new technologies’: “The value added of the logistics sector to the 
EU economy is €300 billion annually, almost 14 % of the total EU GDP. Only with a strong 
logistics sector can the European industry continue to be efficient, sustainable and innovative.  
The ELP teams up a wide variety of actors involved in logistics and supply chains across 
Europe.  We provide the necessary expertise as well as the practical knowledge to Members of 
the European Parliament to efficiently tackle the challenges of the logistics sector such as 
overstrained infrastructure, trade barriers and climate change.” 
 

MARITIME 
 

COUNCIL APPROVES EU MARITIME SECURITY STRATEGY  
 
On 24 June 2014 the Council endorsed the EU maritime security strategy as a framework for 
effectively and comprehensively addressing the EU's maritime security challenges.  
 
According to a press release from the Council, the strategy’s objective is to secure the EU's 
maritime security interests against risks and threats in the global maritime domain, such as 
cross-border and organised crime, threats to freedom of navigation, the proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction or environmental risks. The strategy covers both internal and 
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external aspects of the Union's maritime security in a cross-sectorial and comprehensive 
approach. 
 
Action will be stepped up in five areas: intensified EU external action will involve a more 
effective use of all instruments at its disposal, including political dialogue, development aid to 
support to capacity building. Maritime awareness and surveillance will also be worked through 
the development of a common information sharing environment. In addition, capability 
development should be reinforced, for instance by promoting pooling and sharing initiatives 
and supporting the development of dual-use technologies. In addition, risk management, 
protection of critical maritime infrastructure and crisis response will be bolstered with a view 
to achieving a common risk analysis. Lastly, maritime security research and training will be 
strengthened. A communication was already published in March 2014 laying down the main 
elements of the strategy.  By the end of 2014, a rolling action plan will be developed. 
 
Click here to read the complete press release 
 

COMMISSION EXTENDS BLOCK EXEMPTION LINER SHIPPING CONSORTIA 
 
The European Commission has extended by another five years until April 2020 the validity of 
the existing legal framework exempting, if certain conditions are met, liner shipping consortia 
from EU antitrust rules. As stated in a press release, after a public consultation the 
Commission has concluded that the exemption has worked well, providing legal certainty to 
agreements which bring benefits to customers and do not unduly distort competition, and 
that current market circumstances warrant a prolongation.  
 
According to the Commission, the maritime consortia block exemption regulation allows 
shipping lines with a combined market share of below 30% to enter into cooperation 
agreements to provide joint cargo transport services (so-called "consortia"). Such agreements 
usually allow liner shipping carriers to rationalise their activities and achieve economies of 
scale. If consortia face sufficient competition and are not used to fix prices or share the 
market, users of services provided by consortia are usually able to benefit from improvements 
in productivity and service quality. The Commission has therefore exempted such agreements 
from the prohibition of anticompetitive agreements in Article 101 of the Treaty on the 
Functioning of the European Union (TFEU). 
 
The first consortia block exemption regulation was adopted in 1995 and prolonged several 
times. The latest market investigation, conducted in 2013, showed that the main tenets of the 
Commission's approach are still valid. This has been confirmed by a public consultation early 
2014. The Commission believes that the extension of the exemption until April 2020 will 
provide legal certainty to liner shipping companies as regards the compatibility of their 
agreements with EU competition rules.  
 
Click here to read the full press release 
 

PRICE WAR LOOMS AS ECA COULD ADD $184M A YEAR TO BALTIC FEEDER COSTS 
 
Lloyd’s List published an article on 26 June stating that a price war could start with the new 
costs of complying with low-sulphur fuel requirements for container feederships in the North 
European ECA zones. 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-224_en.htm?locale=FR
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-717_en.htm
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The scenario is backed in a study released by Danish research group SeaIntel of costs for 
feederships in the Baltic as they comply with ECA regulations requiring them to switch from 
1% sulphur fuel to low-sulphur fuel of 0.1%. “It is a real possibility that we will see a low-
sulphur surcharge price war in the Baltic Sea feeder market, as the upcoming ECA zone 
regulation will add considerable costs to the feeder carriers’ bottom lines,” says Alan Murphy, 
a SeaIntel partner and chief operating officer.  SeaIntel ran an analysis of costs based on sailing 
distance, vessel age and vessel sizes on 46% of the 65 feeder services operating in the Baltic 
Sea. The 46% figure emerged because the remaining 54% do not publish sailing schedules, 
making estimates of sailing speeds impossible to glean.  
 
Using a $600 per tonne bunker price as a comparable, and running a proprietary model based 
on vessels’ age, size, speed per leg of rotation and distance sailed, the analysis determined 
that expenses for the group will increase to $490m-$518m per year from a current $335m per 
year.  
 
That would represent a rise of 46%-54%, or $152m-$184m a year, for the vessels in the sample 
group. The calculations used analysts’ projections of low-sulphur fuel prices between $875 and 
$925 per tonne.  The surcharge implications for shippers and mainline carriers will be 
substantial, with the proviso that the vessel owners will be able to pass the added fuel costs to 
customers.  SeaIntel reckons that these low-sulphur surcharges will be $160-$190 per teu, 
assuming a 65% utilisation rate. 
  
The article continues by noting that the implications for the market in this particular Baltic 
group go beyond a system that rewards dodging the rules. It may encourage operators to run 
the risk of burning higher sulphur content fuel as a means of gaining pricing power against 
competitors, because the actual cost of penalties will be lower than strict adherence to the 
rules.  
 
Under the circumstances, the new cost landscape after the full implementation of the ECA 
regulations could put financial strain on owners of feeder vessels similar to pressures that 
afflicted ro-ros in the same area, with some vessel owners forced to shut unprofitable 
businesses.  
 
Click HERE to read the full article 
 

SHIPOWNERS CALL FOR MORE ACTION ON PIRACY AND PORT SECURITY MEASURES 
 
European shipowners are calling for the European Parliament and the Council of Ministers to 
endorse a joint European Commission/European External Action Service (EC/EEAS) 
Communication, which outlines global actions to safeguard maritime security. 
 
“We commend the European Commission as well as the European External Action Service for 
taking into account the specificities of the shipping industry in this first-of-its-kind holistic 
strategy paper on maritime security” said Patrick Verhoeven, ECSA Secretary-General. 
Commenting on what has become the biggest scourge of maritime transport, Mr Verhoeven 
added: “In the fight against Somali piracy, the EU has provided invaluable assistance through 
its naval mission Atalanta. Despite the fact that pirate attacks off the coast of Somalia have 
considerably decreased, the situation remains easily reversible. We therefore urge the EU to 
maintain its naval presence in the area and continue the excellent work it has done so far”. 

http://www.lloydsloadinglist.com/freight-directory/sea/price-war-looms-as-eca-could-add-184m-a-year-to-baltic-feeder-costs/20018113457.htm;jsessionid=3C4B4FBBA6A935B62916F6143D0A61D3.f11b1cefac76ad95c7627468fee9bde7e866d022#.U6wg0vmSwrU
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A very different type of pirate activity and armed robbery, which has recently been on the rise 
in the Gulf of Guinea, calls for swift and immediate EU action. “We hope that the extent of the 
problem will be fully understood by Member States. Geopolitical realities of East and West 
Africa are worlds apart. This in turn means that the EU’s approach needs to be tailored to 
regional specificities.” 
 
ECSA is of the opinion that a first step towards eradicating piracy in the Gulf of Guinea is the 
setup of a safe and reliable reporting mechanism, as it is today still impossible to quantify 
attacks. The EU should also support the development by the International Maritime 
Organisation (IMO) of international standards for private armed guards, which will contribute 
in reducing ships’ vulnerability. 
 
In its attempt to encompass all security aspect of the shipping industry, the EC/EEAS 
Communication also touches upon ship and port security measures. Laudable as they are, the 
EU’s intentions should not lead to additional legislation in this area before making sure that 
synergies between existing initiatives have carefully been analysed and that the integration 
and simplification of the existing security measures have adequately been explored. 
 
The ECSA position paper on the EC/EEAS Maritime Security Strategy Communication can be 
found HERE 
 
 

AEO SCHEME SUGGESTED TO COMPLY WITH NEW WEIGHT RULES 
 
The Loadstar reported on 26 June that the Global Shippers Forum (GSF) has suggested the 
creation of an accreditation scheme for known shippers, along the authorised economic 
operator model, in response to the forthcoming mandatory verification of the weight of 
containers.   
 
This solution was also discussed at the last Maritime Institute meeting of CLECAT on 7 May. 
 
GSF secretary general Chris Welsh told delegates at the TOC Container Supply Chain 
conference in London this week that the organisation was working with a number of national 
governments on “how we develop an accreditation scheme for the calculation method.” 
 
Under the new Safety of Life at Sea (Solas) amendments adopted by the International 
Maritime Organization (IMO) last year, shippers must have the declared weight of their 
container verified by either actual weighing, or demonstrating the calculated weight of the 
containers – the weight of the cargo plus the tare weight of the box itself. 
 
Mr Welsh continued: “We are trying to develop a traceable, audit-based system that would 
warrant the establishment of a national database of known shippers. This would provide 
governments with a traceable source, an assurance that the system is audited and a method 
of dealing with people who get it wrong. And there will be major benefits to other 
stakeholders in the supply chain which have visibility into the database, particularly for 
shipping lines, and I think it could potentially lead to real improvements in supply chain 
standards.” 
 

http://www.ecsa.eu/index.php?subid=393&option=com_acymailing&no_html=1&ctrl=url&urlid=253&mailid=96
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However, it has its opponents. Paul Hamilton, assistant secretary at the dockers’ section of the 
International Transport Workers Federation (ITF), continues to press for the mandatory 
weighing of containers as the sole method of verification. He noted: “We want all containers 
to be weighed, as you cannot put a price on safety. The calculation method seems complicated 
and we have requested further clarification, and we will lobby national governments for 
independent spot checks to be performed. If the calculation method fails, then mandatory 
weighing must become law,” he added. 
 
Others expressed doubt that the GSF scheme could become a reality internationally. “Let’s 
face it, most containers are loaded in China, so if there is a problem of misdeclared weight it 
begins there, and I just do not see how you can enforce such a scheme across all the hundreds 
of thousands of exporters there,” one forwarder told The Loadstar. 
 
Click HERE to see the full article 

 
ROAD 

 

CONSULATION MEETING ON REVIEW OF COMBINED TRANSPORT DIRECTIVE   
 
CLECAT participated today in a consultation meeting organized by the European Commission 
and consultants working on a study on the Combined Transport Directive – and in charge of 
the public consultation.  

COUNCIL DIRECTIVE 92/106/EC of 7 December 1992 on the establishment of common rules for 
certain types of combined transport of goods between Member States determines the 
conditions under which combined transport operations can be executed.  CLECAT is of the 
opinion that the Directive is outdated, ambiguous and does not meet the present demands of 
the users of combined transport.   The requirements set in Council Directive 92/106 are far too 
strict and ambiguous.  CLECAT is equally unconvinced that companies that are successful in the 
market, would need to benefit from certain benefits as long as some other basic requirements 
have not been fulfilled.  CLECAT welcomes a review of the directive 92/106/EC as it provides 
the opportunity to make the legislative preconditions realistic, transparent and up to date. 

CLECAT is in the process of drafting its response to the open consultation and will circulate it 
to members for approval shortly.  

RAIL 
 

RAILWAYS: PAVING THE WAY FOR MORE GROWTH,  EFFICIENCY AND SERVICE QUALITY  
 
The European Commission's bi-annual report on the European Rail Market, published last 
week, shows while it is undeniable that rail is growing, more can still be done in terms of 
efficiency and service quality in several Member States.  The Report also highlights that open 
competition and increased public tendering deliver better services for passengers and better 
value for taxpayers. Europe’s railways absorb €36 billion of public subsidies a year (almost as 
much as they earn from fares). Vice-President Siim Kallas, European Commissioner responsible 
for Transport stressed that “Rail has significant potential as a green and sustainable mode of 
transport. But to put EU railways on track for the 21st century, it is necessary to take bold 
measures: streamline vehicle authorisation procedures, increase investment in infrastructure 

http://theloadstar.co.uk/aeo-scheme-suggested-container-shippers-comply-weight-regulations/
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and boost research and innovation in rail but also open domestic intercity markets to 
competition and generalise tendering for public service contracts, as proposed in the 4th 
Railway Package". 
 
The Rail Market Monitoring Survey (RMMS) confirms railway freight is also growing and is now 
generating almost half of its traffic from cross-border services. New entrants in the sector are 
employing some 120,000 persons and already have a 21% market share of passenger rail and a 
28% of rail freight.  
 
The report finds that prices are lower where there is open competition between railway 
companies and passengers get a better service.  On the other hand, the report also shows that 
the railway sector is (still) significantly reliant on public subsidies (some 36 billion EUR in 
2012), almost as much as its sales revenues and that the growth of rail freight is lagging behind 
the growth of other transport modes. It also underlines that ports like Rotterdam and Antwerp 
could do better in terms of rail freight traffic.  
HTTP://EUROPA.EU/RAPID/PRESS-RELEASE_IP-14-692_EN.HTM?LOCALE=EN 

 
AVIATION  

 
AIR CARGO GROWTH HIT AS FUEL PRICES RISE 
 
The Loadstar reported on the 20th June that rising jet fuel prices could harm already fragile air 
cargo growth as shippers look likely to seek cheaper transport modes, based on the recent 
IATA Jet Fuel Price analysis that showed prices had risen 3.7% on a week earlier, or 3.9% up on 
a year ago.  Although global inventory levels remain low – which historically can trigger 
increased airfreight demand – and there is a chance of a US west coast port strike that could 
lead to emergency transport, shippers are likely to be put off by fuel price rises and 
uncertainty. 
 
Market growth is already fragile. Airfreight volumes in May were generally higher than last 
year, but growth has slowed and forwarders have revealed decreasing confidence. 
 
The six-month outlook for airfreight, according to the Stifel Logistics’ Confidence Index, fell 3.7 
points, with all tradelanes in decline, although outbound Europe saw the sharpest fall, with 
Europe-US falling 5.3 points and Europe-Asia decreasing 4.8 points. The index is still 4.4 points 
above last year overall, but June saw a decline of 1.9 points. Danske Bank’s European freight 
forwarding index also indicated that volumes fell from in May over April. 
 
The article also mentions the continued weakness in Europe, which saw Lufthansa Cargo’s 
May volumes fall year-on-year by 3.1%, and cumulatively by 3.2%, although load factors 
remained steady at 68.5. The best figures from the group were in Asia. 
 
Subsidiary Swiss bucked the trend with revenue tonne km rising 9.9%, and load factors 
reaching 72.4%. Fraport, the Frankfurt-headquartered airport group, saw cargo rise 6.9%, 
exactly the same as Heathrow, which saw volumes to Mexico rise 54%, China 38% and Brazil 
21%. American Airlines Cargo and US Airways’ combined growth was 6.4% up in May. 
 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-692_en.htm?locale=en
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With summer belly capacity at its height and jet fuel prices on the rise, continued pressure on 
yields seems more than likely. “Recent developments in the demand environment suggest that 
growth could weaken in months ahead,” said IATA in is cargo e-chartbook. 
Click here to access the full article 

CUSTOMS 
 

EFFORTS NEEDED TO ESTABLISH HARMONISED REPORTING PROCEDURES FOR VESSELS  
 
The European Commission adopted the report on the functioning of the reporting formalities 
directive (Directive 2010/65). The Directive aims to ensure that by June 2015 vessels entering 
or departing EU ports will provide required information electronically via one single entry 
point – the National Single Window. At present, these procedures are often considered 
duplicative and time consuming, resulting in costs and delays making maritime transport less 
attractive. The report urges Member States to step up efforts for this major simplification and 
harmonisation of the current reporting procedures to become reality. All Member States have 
done considerable work to transpose the Directive. Initiatives for the National Single Window 
implementation have been taken, mostly building on existing platforms, technical solutions 
and standards. Naturally, there is an impact on the budget and the budgeting processes of 
those involved in the implementation. The objective of collecting the required data in a 
harmonised way is not solely financial or technical but also organisational. The Member States 
and the European Commission have therefore established co-ordination mechanisms to foster 
the co-operation between various authorities at local and national levels, paving the way for 
the implementation of truly harmonised and co-operative solutions.  
 
The European Commission recommends that EU guidelines and technical specifications for the 
implementation of the National Single Windows are agreed upon urgently by the European co-
ordination group. In the absence of harmonised implementation with non-interoperable 
standards, the National Single Windows might differ from Member State to Member State, 
necessitating industry to develop interfaces to communicate with each of these systems, 
leading to increasing implementation costs. The report looks also into the possibility of 
extending the simplifications introduced by the Directive to inland waterway transport, the 
availability of statistics on traffic movement of specific types of cargo within the Union and/or 
calling third country ports as well as further simplification of formalities for vessels that have 
called third country ports. In addition, clarity is needed on the modalities for lodging cargo 
information in the National Single Windows. Currently, an electronic goods manifest 
(eManifest) is being developed in the context of the Blue Belt initiative with the aim of using it 
to also meet the Directive’s reporting requirements on cargo. The Commission hopes to get 
the eManifest proposal adopted before the summer.  (Source: European Commission, 25th 
June 2014) 
The Commission’s report can be downloaded via the following link:  
HTTP://EC.EUROPA.EU/TRANSPORT/MODES/MARITIME/PORTS/DOC/COM(2014)320.PDF 

 
GENERAL 

 

FREIGHT ‘INCREASINGLY AT RISK FROM CYBER-CRIME’ 
 
The freight transport sector is increasingly at risk from cyber-criminals targeting carriers, 
terminals and other operators to access data on high-value cargo and susceptible loads, 

http://theloadstar.co.uk/markets-air-jet-fuel-price/?utm_source=The+Loadstar+daily+email&utm_campaign=66c87bbb1e-Loadstar_20th_June_20146_20_2014&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c4570e43d4-66c87bbb1e-125888229
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/modes/maritime/ports/doc/com(2014)320.pdf
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freight insurance specialist TT Club warned this week’s TOC Europe Container Supply Chain 
Conference in London.  
 
TT Club’s Mike Yarwood told the conference that as invasive cyber-technology becomes more 
widely available, a greater risk to legitimate trade was emerging, exposing operators in the 
supply chain to economic and commercial damage. He said advances in IT systems 
undoubtedly provided greater opportunities for carriers, transport operators and cargo 
handling facilities to mitigate their exposure to theft and fraud, but such increased 
sophistication also benefited those with criminal intent.  
 
Yarwood warned that there were numerous examples of the increasing dangers posed by 
‘cyber-criminals’ targeting carriers, ports, terminals and other transport operators, with 
computer hacking affecting organisations, companies and individuals are. Data and 
information gained was often then used to focus on high-value cargo and susceptible loads.  
 
Source Lloyd’s Loading list - Full article is available HERE 
 
 

CASE – TRAINING TO SWITCH TO MULTIMODAL TRANSPORT FOR PROFESSIONALS  
  
 

CASE is an innovative training for transport professionals to 
allow them to discover, concretely and out in the field, the 
economic and ecological interest of multimodal transport: 
river, rail, and shortsea shipping together with the 

techniques of each, the legal environment, and the state of the market. The programme aims 
to bring knowledge and to stimulate collaboration between goods loaders, transport service 
providers, and hauliers, across all the transport modes. The training programme incorporates 
field visits, meetings with professionals, on-board studies on ferries, and observation of 
working machinery in order to master the constraints and possibilities of multimodal 
transport. 
 
There are 2 programmes in September for which registration is open:  

 2 to 5 September - The “North Circuit” itinerary of the training programme, based in 
and around the French channel ports (Dunkirk – Dover – Calais – Zeebrugge) 

 8 to 11 September - The “South Circuit” itinerary of the training programme take place 
mostly on the ferry on the Montoir–Gijón sea highway and in the ports of La Rochelle, 
Nantes–St. Nazaire, Gijón (Asturias) 
 

CASE training programmes has financial support from the Europe-wide “Marco Polo” 
programme in the scope of the European policy for the improvement of environmental 
performance in goods transport systems. 
 
The E.E.I.G CASE comprises the following partners La Rochelle Business School, the Sea Ports 
of La Rochelle, Nantes-Saint- Nazaire, Dunkirk (France), and the Gijón Port Community (Spain). 
It has support from 8 European shortsea shipping promotion offices (Belgium, Denmark, 
France, Germany, Great Britain, Ireland, Portugal, Spain), from French (AUTF, TLF, French 
Shipowners) and European (European Shippers’ Council and CLECAT) professional associations, 
from the French Maritime Cluster, from the Union of Ports of France, from Navigable 
Waterways of France; and from ISTELI Lille. More info:  www.case-optimodal.eu/en/ 

http://www.lloydsloadinglist.com/freight-directory/news/freight-increasingly-at-risk-from-cyber-crime/20018113572.htm?source=ezine&utm_source=Lloyd%27s+Loading+List+Daily+News+Bulletin&utm_campaign=8ff7f40ec8-Fri_6_June6_6_2014&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1a5c244239-8ff7f40ec8-257543605#.U62V8GyKDIU
http://www.case-optimodal.eu/en/
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

 2 July, CEFIC Stakeholder Conference  on Intermodal Transport  

 4 July, 2nd Stakeholder workshop, standardized Carbon Footprint Methodology, Brussels 

 4 July, Stakeholder workshop on Logistics, European Commission, Brussels 

 9 July, COFRET Project Final Conference 

 
.CLECAT MEETINGS. 
 
NEW Security Institute 

 22 October (morning), Genoa, Italy 
NEW Air Freight Institute 

 22 October (afternoon) , Genoa, Italy 
NEW Maritime Institute  

 23 October (morning) , Genoa, Italy 
NEW Rail Institute  

 6 November  (morning) , Brussels  
FREIGHT FORWARDERS FORUM  

 6 November, WCO, Brussels 
Board and General Assembly  

 7 November, WCO, Brussels 
 

.EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT. 
 
Transport and Tourism Committee Meeting 

 7 July 

 22 July 

 3-4 September 

 29-30 September 

 6-7 October 
 

Plenary Session 

 1-3 July 

 14-17 July 

 15-18 September 

 8-9 October 

 20-23 October 
 

COUNCIL    
 
Transport Council 

 8 October (provisional)  

 3 December (provisional) 
 

 


