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ELP DEBATE: ‘HOW TO CREATE OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE LOGISTICS  INDUSTRY?’ 
 

The European Logistics Platform is organizing a dinner debate on 
the 1st April on European Trade Policy. The event entitled ‘How to 
create opportunities for the logistics industry’ is hosted by Andreas 
Schwab MEP.   
 

The European Union is the largest economy of the world and the biggest player regarding 
global exports and imports. The EU's trade with the rest of the world accounts for around 20%. 
The GDP of the European Union is now bigger than the one of the US. Fact is that the logistics 
sector is one of the main cornerstones behind this growth with 4,6% of GDP. The global 
logistics industry is even estimated at 13.8 % of global GDP. In view of the on-going 
negotiations with the US on the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) the 
potential of boosting the efficiency and competitiveness of logistics in Europe is significant.  
 
Please contact the ELP SECRETARIAT in case you would like to join the dinner-debate and discuss 
with industry stakeholders and policy makers how to remove barriers and bottlenecks to 
facilitate cross-border logistics operations within the EU and beyond. 
 

MARITIME 
 

COMMISSION CONSULTATION ON BLOCK EXEMPTION LINER SHIPPING CONSORTIA 
 
The European Commission is inviting comments on a proposal to prolong an exemption of 
liner shipping consortia from the application of EU antitrust rules that prohibit certain 
agreements between companies. The maritime CONSORTIA BLOCK EXEMPTION REGULATION allows 
shipping lines to enter into cooperation for the purpose of providing a joint service (so-called 
"consortia"). In light of the comments received, the Commission will then adopt a new 
Regulation before the expiry of the current Regulation in April 2015. 
 
A consortium is a grouping of shipping lines which co-operate to provide joint maritime cargo 
transport services. Such agreements usually allow liner shipping carriers to rationalise their 
activities and achieve economies of scale. If consortia are faced with sufficient competition 
and are not used to fix prices or share the market, the users of the services provided by 
consortia usually benefit from improvements in productivity and service quality. The 
Commission has therefore exempted such agreements from the prohibition in Article 101 of 
the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU), provided that they do not exceed 
a certain market share. 
 

http://www.european-logistics-platform.eu/en/contact/contact.htm
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32009R0906:EN:NOT
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The draft Regulation, published for consultation, proposes to continue to exempt consortia 
under the existing legal framework for an additional five-year period until April 2020.  
The draft Regulation is available at:  
HTTP://EC.EUROPA.EU/COMPETITION/CONSULTATIONS/2014_MARITIME_CONSORTIA/INDEX_EN.HTML 
 

LOW SULPHUR NORMS: ACTION NEEDED AT THE ELEVENTH HOUR  
 
Priorities must be set to smoothen the introduction of low sulphur norms in Northern Europe: 
establishing a fair level playing field is one of them. With the 1 January 2015 deadline elapsing 
in Sulphur Emission Control Areas (SECA) in less than ten months from now, there is no time to 
lose. 
 
This was the core message ECSA Secretary General Patrick Verhoeven gave earlier this week in 
his keynote speech at the Clean Shipping Conference. The conference is part of Baltic 
Transport Week, a leading logistics event held annually in the Baltic port city of Gdansk. 
“With the SECA implementation date approaching fast, there is a lot of talk about monitoring 
and enforcing compliance”, said Patrick Verhoeven,  “I would make a plea for a playing field 
that is level but fair. It means first of all that the early adopters, those operators that 
completed all the investments and are ready to meet the sulphur norms in time, are not 
penalised. But it equally means that those that can demonstrate that they made the necessary 
commitments to meet the norms, but may not be entirely ready by the time the deadline 
elapses for technical or other good reasons, are given a compliance path within a limited and 
conditional timeframe.” 
 
The full text of Patrick Verhoeven’s speech can be downloaded from the ECSA website here 

 
RAIL 

INTERMODAL CONFERENCE AT TRANSPORT WEEK DEBATES EU CORRIDORS   

Nicolette van der Jagt, CLECAT’s director general, moderated the Intermodal day which took 
place in Gdansk on the 6th March debating development in the Baltic Sea and policy and 
private initiatives that are needed to make the Baltic-Adriatic Corridor a success.  
 
This 2400 km long Corridor will connect the Baltic ports in Poland with the ports of the Adriatic 
Sea. It starts at the harbours of Gdansk and Gdynia going via strong economic centres like 
Warsaw, Vienna and Venice to Trieste and Ravenna. The Corridor will have some branches: 
Szczecin-Swinoujscie, Graz via Udine to Trieste and Graz via Ljubljana to Trieste/Koper.  The 
Corridor will provide better access to Baltic and Adriatic seaports for the economic centres in 
Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Austria. It encompasses the present Priority Projects 
23 and 25 and Rail Freight corridor 5 (Gdansk-Ravenna).  The Baltic Adriatic Corridor crosses 
six Member States The main challenges that the project intends to address are the following: 

 there is a considerable disparity in quality and availability of infrastructure between 
and within the member states.  

 the transport infrastructure between the transport modes is fragmented.  
 ensuring the systematic development of the transportation services of the region and 

the balanced development of road, rail, maritime transport and seaports; 
 promoting logistics platforms and waterways‟ nodes networks of the CE area; 

http://ec.europa.eu/competition/consultations/2014_maritime_consortia/index_en.html
http://www.ecsa.eu/index.php?subid=393&option=com_acymailing&no_html=1&ctrl=url&urlid=197&mailid=76
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 promoting the deployment of ICT technologies and rail connections to/from the "Sea-
River" ports (Danube inland ports, North Adriatic ports); 

 increasing the attractiveness of the intermodal transport, by supporting the 
implementation of relevant investments for the improvement of the connections 
between sea-/river-port infrastructures and hinterland areas. 

6TH FIATA/UIC MARKETPLACE SEMINAR  

The registration is still open for the FIATA/UIC Marketplace Seminar titled "Strategic 
Interchange between Sea and Rail Freight: What's new?" The seminar will be held in Trieste, 
Italy on 2 and 3 April 2014, with the goal of bringing together railway undertakings, terminal 
operators, freight forwarders and customers. CLECAT will be presenting the EU corridor 
approach and respond to recent developments with regards to the 4th Railway Package.  

If you are interested in attending, please register as early as possible on the special seminar 
website: www.marketplaceseminar.org  

ROAD 
 

 VOTE ON WEIGHTS AND DIMENSIONS DIRECTIVE 
  
Heavy goods vehicles transporting goods in Europe must comply with certain rules on weights 
and dimensions for road safety reasons. This legislative proposal reviewing regulation 96/53 
aims to facilitate the internal market and to ensure free movement of goods in Europe. 
 
In a compromise amendment the Rapporteur Leichfried is now proposing the deletion of Art 4 
and recital regarding cross border use of EMS.  
 
The legislative report will be put to the vote in the next TRAN Committee meeting on 18.03.14.  
  

AVIATION  
 

EU AGREES ON A DRAFT PLAN FOR AVIATION EMISSIONS 
 
On 4 March, negotiators from the European Parliament, the European Commission, and the 
EU presidency, representing member states, reached a preliminary deal on a law that will 
exempt long-haul flights from paying for carbon emissions until 2016. 
 
The EU had tentatively agreed that an existing suspension of EU law for intercontinental flights 
should be extended.  However, the change of position was demanded by third countries such 
as Russia, China and the United States. 
 
Environmentalists were swift to criticise Tuesday's outline deal and called on the European 
Parliament to reject it.  Without parliament's approval, the original law, covering the length of 
intercontinental flights into EU airports, would reapply, raising the risk of a new outbreak of 
trade threats.  
 

http://www.marketplaceseminar.org/
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An EU law on requiring all aviation using EU airports to pay for their emissions by buying 
allowances on the EU Emissions Trading System (ETS) led to threats of an international trade 
war. Eventually the Commission agreed to suspend the law for intercontinental flights, but on 
condition a global alternative was drawn up. The law has always remained for intra-EU flights. 
 
The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) in October agreed it would deliver a global 
plan to curb airline emissions by 2016 for implementation in 2020. The Commission's response 
was to propose amended legislation just charging aircraft for emissions in EU airspace, rather 
than for the entire flight. 
 
But that too prompted international criticism and leading EU members Britain, France and 
Germany proposed it should be scrapped, paving the way for Tuesday's watered down deal. 
 
Click here to read the full article 

 
EMERGING MARKETS SHOWING STRONGEST AIR FREIGHT GROWTH 

 
The air freight market is finally beginning to pick up after a lacklustre start to the year and the 
inevitable slump caused by Chinese New Year.  
 
Last month, Drewry’s Air & Sea Shipper Insight reported: “Air freight rates fell markedly in 
January as peak season demand waned and the build-up to Chinese New Year failed to 
support pricing. “The price index was dragged down by falling rates on trades from Asia to 
North America and Europe, while westbound pricing to Asia remained stable.” 
 
However, WorldACD data released last week reported that – despite low yields – volumes still 
grew. According to its index, which is corrected for seasonal patterns, air freight saw its 
seventh consecutive monthly rise, while January volumes were up 6.4% year-on-year – in 
2013, Chinese New Year fell on 10 February, ten days later than this year. 
 
While volumes rose, yields fell 1.9%, although revenues showed a lesser decline year-on-year, 
falling 7% from December to January – as opposed to the 10% they declined a year earlier. 
“Percentage growth was driven particularly from China and Hong Kong, but also from South 
America and Northern Europe,” the report said. 
 
According to World ACD’s data, the largest volume growth in the past year has been in 
Western Europe, South Asia and South-East Asia, and provides further evidence that second 
tier emerging markets are showing the strongest growth rates – both Bangladesh and Vietnam 
outperformed India and China. 
 
Click here to read the full article 
 
 

MIDDLE EAST CARRIES MORE AIRFREIGHT 
 
Middle Eastern carriers have shown the greatest increase in volumes of airfreight carried than 
any other region for the month of January 2014, according to the International Air Transport 
Association (IATA). 
  

http://www.euractiv.com/transport/eu-reaches-tentative-deal-aviati-news-533922
http://theloadstar.co.uk/airnews/
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IATA reported that the 10.7% increase of Middle Eastern carriers is due to Europe’s recovery 
from the recession, allowing them to post a 6% growth. 
  
The global airfreight market rose 4.5% in January, compared with the same month last year 
(2013). This is a significant increase on the 2013 overall result of 1.4%, compared with 2012. 
  
European airlines freight volumes, which are responsible for 22.5% of global airfreight, grew 
by 6%, and capacity increased 3.8%, taking them to a load factor of 45.6%.  IATA’s director 
general and CEO Tony Tyler forecast that if the strong increase in business activity in the 
Eurozone feeds through into trade volume growth, it should be positive for European air cargo 
in the next few months. Tyler said: “2013 was a tough year for cargo. While we saw some 
improvement in demand from the second half of the year, we can still expect that 2014 will be 
a challenging year." 
 
Click here to read the full article 
 

CUSTOMS 
 

EU COMPETENCY FRAMEWORK FOR THE CUSTOMS PROFESSION 
 
The European Commission released their private sector version of the “EU Competency 
Framework for the Customs Profession”. The Framework is basically an HR tool which 
describes the competencies required for the different roles and functions in the private sector.  
 
The Commission called upon the Members of the TCG (Trade Contact Group) to contribute to 
the dissemination of the Framework (see circular 2014/32). It will be freely available.  It is 
recalled that in 2013 CLECAT was involved in the advisory group.   
 

EP ADOPTS ITS REPORT ON THE STANDARD VAT RETURN PROPOSAL 
 
On 26 February 2014, the European Parliament adopted the report of Ivo Strejček (Czech 
Republic/ECR) on the proposal for a Council directive amending Directive 2006/112/EC on the 
common system of value added tax as regards a standard VAT return (for more information, 
please refer to the dedicated article in Newsletter 34/2013 and to CLECAT’s circular 
2013/143). 
 
The report adopted does not change significantly the initial proposal of the European 
Commission, showing the support of the MEPs for the standardisation of VAT return and more 
largely for the harmonisation of VAT policies in the EU. 
 
Commissioner Šemeta welcomed the report and said: "This proposal is about making life 
simpler and cheaper for businesses. With the Standard VAT Return, it will be as easy to declare 
VAT abroad as it is at home. As such, it will remove a major tax obstacle in our Single Market 
and cut compliance costs by up to €15bn a year. Moreover, simpler rules are easier to follow 
and enforce. So the Standard VAT Return should also boost tax compliance throughout the EU, 
bringing new revenues to the Member States. I am very pleased – but not surprised – that the 
European Parliament has shown such backing for this growth-friendly, business-friendly 
proposal. I would like to thank the rapporteur, Ivo Strejček, for his great work on this file." 
 

http://www.lloydsloadinglist.com/freight-directory/air/middle-east-carries-more-airfreight/20018102158.htm#.Uxg4CPldUrV
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The press release of the European Commission can be found HERE. The full report adopted by 

the European Parliament can be found HERE.  
 

GENERAL  
 

WARNING OF ‘TROJAN HORSE’ TRUCK THEFT 
 
The European Union’s law enforcement agency, Europol, has issued an ’early warning 
notification’ about a new crime phenomenon which sees thieves use a ‘Trojan horse’ method 
to gain access to cargo transported by truck, concealing themselves in large wooden boxes. 
 
The alert has been prompted by reports from Spain of cargo thefts carried out using this 
modus operandi. Boxes, marked as ‘Fragile’ and with the thieves hidden inside, were picked up 
by parcel delivery services personnel who were informed that they contained high-value and 
precious goods that had to be handled with great care. Once loaded on to a truck and en route 
to its final destination, the thieves broke out of the boxes and set about opening the genuine 
ones making up the shipment, stealing the valuable items to found such as jewellery, phones 
or electronic goods, Europol explained.   To leave the truck, the thieves contacted accomplices 
following behind via mobile phone or other transmitters. The accomplices then simulated an 
accident ahead of the truck in order to bring it to a halt with a countryside location preferred. 
After escaping via holes cut out of the roofs of the trucks, the thieves made their getaway with 
the help of other accomplices. Europol said cargo thefts involving simulated accidents and 
from moving trucks were recurrent. But the ’Trojan Horse’ modus operandi had not been 
reported to the agency before.  “While the concept is quite simple, it requires a degree of 
organisation and sophistication uncommon to similar modus operandi,” it underlined.  
 
Lloyds’ Lloyding List, 03 March 2014 
 

COUNCIL ADOPTS DIRECTIVE ON CONCESSIONS 
 
On 11 February, the European Council adopted the legislative package for modernisation 
of PUBLIC PROCUREMENT in the EU. 
The package is made up of: 

 a directive on public procurement (replacing directive 2004/18/EC), 
 a directive on procurement by entities operating in the utilities sectors: water, energy, 

transport and postal services (replacing directive 2004/17/EC ) 
 a directive on the award of concession contracts. 

 
The adopted legislative package intends to improve outcomes through making procurement 
more flexible and less administratively burdensome for public authorities.   The package also 
provides for concrete measures to remove barriers for market access by small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs), such as simplification of documentation obligations in procurement 
procedures, the creation of a standardised document for selection purposes, an invitation for 
contracting authorities to consider the division of contracts into smaller lots that are more 
accessible for SMEs, and a reduction on requirements for participation.  
 
The publication in the EU Official Journal of the Directive on the award of concessions is 
expected within the first 10 days of March. Member States will then have two years to 
transpose the provisions of this directive. 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-14-23_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+REPORT+A7-2014-0090+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/publicprocurement/index_en.htm
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The new Directive will impact on port contracts.  The ESPO CONFERENCE taking place in 
Gothenburg on the 15th and 16th May will discuss the challenges for the ports.  
 
Source: ESPO Newsletter 
 

WINTER 2014 FORECAST: RECOVERY GAINING GROUND  
 
The European Commission's winter forecast foresees a continuation of the economic recovery 
in most Member States and in the EU as a whole. After exiting recession in spring 2013 and 
three consecutive quarters of subdued recovery, the outlook is for a moderate step-up in 
economic growth. Following real GDP growth of 1.5% in the EU and 1.2% in the euro area in 
2014, activity is seen accelerating in 2015 to 2.0% in the EU and 1.8% in the euro area. These 
figures each represent an upward revision of 0.1 percentage points compared with the utumn 
2013 forecast. The forecast remains based on the assumption that the implementation of 
agreed policy measures at EU and Member State level sustains improvements in confidence as 
well as financial conditions and advances the necessary economic adjustment in Member 
States, by increasing their growth potential. 
 
It should be noted that the forecast for Portugal is based on the projections prepared in the 
context of the tenth review of the Economic Adjustment Programme in mid-December, and 
will be updated during the ongoing eleventh programme review. The forecast for Cyprus was 
finalised in early February, after the third Programme review and before the fourth quarter 
flash estimate of GDP became available. Olli Rehn, Commission Vice-President for Economic 
and Monetary Affairs and the Euro said: "Recovery is gaining ground in Europe, following the 
return to growth in the middle of last year. The strengthening of domestic demand this year 
should help us to achieve more balanced and sustainable growth. Rebalancing of the European 
economy has been progressing and external competitiveness is improving, particularly in the 
most vulnerable countries. The worst of the crisis may now be behind us, but this is not an 
invitation to be complacent, as the recovery is still modest. To make the recovery stronger and 
create more jobs, we need to stay the course of economic reform." 
For more information see: 
http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/eu/forecasts/2014_winter_forecast_en.htm 
 

EC EXPRESSES SUPPORT FOR G20 AGREEMENT ON TAX TRANSPARENCY 
 
Algirdas Šemeta, EU Commissioner for Taxation, has welcomed the G20 Finance Ministers' 
agreement on 24 February 2014 on a new global standard which will reinforce the fight 
against tax evasion and improve tax transparency worldwide. At their meeting in Sydney, the 
G20 gave the green light to the global standard for the automatic exchange of information. 
They are due to agree implementation plans at their next meeting in September. The new 
standard was developed by the OECD, and the EU has been involved in the work done so far. 
 

The global standard of the OECD for the automatic exchange of information is available HERE. 
A joint statement by the countries and jurisdictions committed to early adoption of the new 

global standard on automatic exchange of information is available HERE. DG TAXUD’s press 

release is available HERE. 
 

 

http://www.espo-conference.com/
http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/eu/forecasts/2014_winter_forecast_en.htm
http://www.oecd.org/ctp/exchange-of-tax-information/Automatic-Exchange-Financial-Account-Information-Common-Reporting-Standard.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/tax/transparency/Joint%20Statement.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-14-16_en.htm?locale=en
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

 12-14 March 2014, GREENER AVIATION 2014: CLEAN SKY BREAKTHROUGHS AND WORLDWIDE STATUS 

 19 March, ELA CONFERENCE: “Innovation in Urban Logistics and Multimodal Platforms. 
Less congestion, greater sustainability?”, Brussels 

 20-23 March 2014, HQ MEETING FIATA, Zurich  

 27 March 2014, TRANSPORT BUSINESS SUMMIT 2014, Brussels 

 2 April 2014, MEP Lunch with MEP Gesine Meissner (ALDE/Germany), Brussels 

 2-3 April, MARKET PLACE SEMINAR, Trieste  

 2 April 2014, ECSA Seminar: "Prospects and challenges of the European shipping industry", 
Brussels 

 15 May, Cassandra Final Workshop, Brussels  

 15-16 May 2014, ESPO 2014 CONFERENCE: Gothenburg, Sweden 

 21-23 May, ITF SUMMIT, Leipzig  

 
.CLECAT MEETINGS. 
 
Security Institute 

 6 May (morning) 
Air Freight Institute 

 6 May (afternoon) 
Maritime Institute  

 7 May (morning) 
Sustainable Logistics Advisory Body 

 7 May (afternoon) 
Road Institute 

 19 March 2014, Zurich (joint meeting with FIATA) 
Board and General Assembly 

 3rd June, Brussels 
Customs and Indirect Taxation Institute  

 13th June, Stockholm 

 
.EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT. 
 
Transport and Tourism Committee Meeting 
 17-18 March 2014 

 31 March – 1 April 2014 
Plenary Session 

 10-13 March 2014 

 2-3 April 2014 (Brussels)  and  14-17 April 2014 
 

COUNCIL   

Transport Council 

 14 March 2014  

 5 June 2014 

http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/news/greener-aviation-2014-clean-sky-breakthroughs-and-worldwide-status
http://www.elalog.eu/European_Conference
http://www.fiata.com/index.php?id=596
http://www.transportbusinesssummit.eu/register.php
http://www.marketplaceseminar.org/
http://www.espo-conference.com/
http://2014.internationaltransportforum.org/

