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MARITIME 
 

KALLAS CALLS FOR  SUPPORT OF EU PORTS POLICY 
 
During the EU Presidency Summit in Thessaloniki on the 17th February Siim Kallas, Vice 
President of the European Commission in charge of Transport, delivered a speech emphasizing 
the importance of ports for the single European transport area.   
 
In his speech, titled “The Sea of Europe: Routing the map for economic growth”, 
Commissioner Kallas underlined the need for support for the Commission’s proposal  on port 
policy which has the objective to promote a more open business environment and to raise 
port performance across Europe.  According to the Commissioner, the proposal “aims to 
guarantee equal conditions for competition – no matter how well each port performs – as well 
as legal certainty for all involved. This will help us to modernise port services, allowing access 
to the market in a transparent and non-discriminatory way, and attracting much-needed 
investment.” 
 
In addition to the EU ports policy, Commissioner Kallas spoke about the vital role of the Trans-
European Transport Network (TEN-T) and the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) in the 
successful development of the Commission’s vision of the European transport area. 
 
By the end of 2014, Member States and European Commission will agree together the detailed 
investment working plans to be implemented and co-financed by the EU in the period 2014-
2020 (see also below article).  
 
Click HERE to read the speech. 
 

BETTER CHANCES FOR IMPROVING WATERWAY INFRASTRUCTURE  
 
Inland Navigation Europe (INE) is hopeful that the CEF will create opportunities for improving 
waterway infrastructure.  CEF includes the further deployment of River Information Services 
and clean fuel infrastructure.  The priority projects for waterway infrastructures are listed in 6 
of the 9 multimodal corridors, as follows: 
 

- North Sea - Baltic Corridor: Studies & works for better navigability, upgrading 
waterways, locks and multi-modal connections on the sections Berlin - Magdeburg – 
Hannover, Mittellandkanal, West-German Canals, Rhine, Waal, Noordzeekanaal, IJssel, 
Twentekanaal, Amsterdam – Rijnkanaal; 

- Mediterranean Corridor: Studies, upgrading works and multi-modal connections on 
the sections Milano – Cremona- Mantova – Porto Levante/Venezia – Ravenna/Trieste; 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-14-133_en.htm
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- East - Med Corridor: Studies, works for better navigability and upgrading, multi-modal 
connections on the sections Hamburg – Dresden – Praha – Pardubice, Elbe and Vltava; 

- Rhine - Alpine Corridor: Upgrading, works for better navigability, multi-modal 
connections on the sections Basel – Antwerpen/Rotterdam – Amsterdam;  

- North Sea - Med Corridor: Studies, upgrading, multi-modal connections on the 
sections Maas, including Maaswerken, Albertkanaal/ Canal Bocholt-Herentals, 
Volkerak lock and Kreekrak lock, Krammer lock (and Lock Hansweert), Terneuzen - 
Ghent, Seine Scheldt, Dunkerque – Lille, Le Havre - Paris, Antwerpen-Brussels-
Charleroi, waterways in Wallonia, Mosel locks, Rhône; 

- Rhine - Danube Corridor: Studies, works and multimodal connections on the sections 
Komárom – Komárno, Main – Main-Donau-Canal, Danube (Kehlheim - 
Constanța/Midia/Sulina), Bucharest – Danube Canal. 

 
Source: Inland Navigation Europe  
 

2014 EUROPEAN MARITIME DAY: INNOVATION DRIVING BLUE GROWTH 
 
This year’s European Maritime Day will take place in Bremen, Germany, on 19 and 20 May.  
The aim of the conference is to reunite politicians, experts, CEOs and civil society 
representatives to discuss topics related innovation and maritime technologies. 
 
Click here to access the official site of the conference 
 

ROAD 
 

IRU WARNS MR PUTIN OF WITHDRAWAL OF TIR GUARANTEE COVERAGE IN RUSSIA 
 
As a result of the lack of a clear response from the Russian authorities on whether the TIR will 
be reintegrated in Russia (see Newsletter 7/2014), the International Road Union (IRU) has sent 
a letter to President Putin. 
 
IRU President, Janusz Lacny, states that “in the absence of clear confirmation from the FCS RF 
reinstating the full functioning of the TIR System on the territory of the Russian Federation in 
the nearest future, the IRU Presidential Executive will have no other choice than to recommend 
to the IRU General Assembly to confirm that the TIR guarantee coverage in the Russian 
Federation, as well as for Russian TIR Carnet Holders, will be withdrawn”. 
 
IRU Secretary General, Umberto de Pretto, said: “This is an absurd situation that has been 
going on for too long, harming our industry and moreover the cost of trade with Russia, which 
is by far the biggest beneficiary of the TIR System. We cannot continue to operate in a 
situation where one governmental agency can act in total impunity of all Russian and 
international laws. We are now compelled to address President Putin, trusting that he can 
personally intervene to find a definitive solution to this crisis in the interest of all stakeholders 
of the TIR System as soon as possible. If not, we will regrettably be left with no other option 
than to withdraw coverage of the TIR System in Russia. This would be a lose-lose scenario.”  
 
Source IRU 19 February 2014 
 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/maritimeaffairs/maritimeday/en/bremen-2014
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TURKEY AND BULGARIA TOWARDS A NEW AGREEMENT ON TRUCK TRAFFIC PERMITS  
 
Bulgarian and Turkish officials met on 17 February 2014 in Ankara to address the road carriers’ 
permits issue which caused a blockade on the border between the two countries last week 
(see Newsletter 7/2014). 
 
Bulgarian Minister of Transport, Information Technologies and Communications, Danail 
Papazov, and Turkish Minister of Transportation, Maritime Affairs and Communications Lutfi 
Elvan, reached a consensus and defined a framework for a new agreement between the two 
countries regarding road traffic permits. This new agreement will especially induce the full 
liberalisation of the permit regime, which will cover the bilateral and transit shipments. 
Another decision is the establishment of call centres for Turkish and Bulgarian truck drivers to 
prevent transit permit problem. Their objective is to enable Turkish and Bulgarian truck drivers 
to call the authorities immediately when they face a problem at the border gates. 
 
In the meantime, the Association of Bulgarian Enterprises for International Road Transport and 
Roads (AEBTRI) and the International Transporters Association of Turkey (UND) committed to 
take joint actions against Bulgarian and Turkish governments in the case where this situation 
was faced again at the joint border checkpoints in the future.  
 
The call centres for truck drivers will be operational by 1 March 2014. In the first week of 
March, experts from the two countries will hold a meeting in Istanbul to work to draft the road 
agreement. The document should be ready by the end of March and should be endorsed by 
the end of April. 

 
FREE PRACTICAL EU GUIDE CO2 EMISSIONS ROAD FREIGHT TRANSPORT  
 
In 2013 several road freight companies joined forces to develop a practical guide to calculate 
CO2 emissions of road freight transport. The purpose of this guide is to create a common 
framework and definition for measuring CO2 emissions. This will allow a standardised 
comparison on the quantity of carbon dioxide emitted during a given road transport service, 
using primary operational data that is based on the recently published European Standard 
CEN-EN 16258. This new guide comprises a set of practical examples and guidelines to 
calculate the CO2 emissions, also in a European context. 
 
This practical guide has been prepared on behalf of the road transport sector. Many service 
providers and shippers struggle with all kinds of questions when designing a CO2 registration 
methodology. Questions regarding the starting point of measurement, the allocation of CO2 to 
(parts of) trips and shipments, how to deal with the return trip and the transport route using 
various service providers and different equipment/procedures. Furthermore, the examples are 
aligned with one of the projects of the Seventh Framework Programme (FP7) named COFRET 
(Carbon Footprint of Freight Transport), financed by the European Commission (EC) 
 
With the growing number of companies measuring and reporting on their emissions and the 
numerous carbon footprint calculation standards (models and methodologies) being 
developed, this demanded a practical harmonization to be used in an international context. 
The initiative to achieve further refinement and a good guide in conformity with the CEN-EN 
16258 Standard, is therefore very actively supported by Green Freight Europe and Lean and 
Green (Connekt) as well. The two organisations are working together to realise their joint 
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ambition for the reduction of CO2 emission in road transport in Europe. Members of both 
programmes can profit from their cooperation within one another’s programmes. 
Available for free 
 
The participating parties stress that this CO2 guide can be used by both large and small 
trucking companies. The manual is free to the public and available in electronic form through 
the websites of the participants in the project under the title "CO2 emissions road freight 
2014”. Currently the potential for an intermodal continuation and further international 
alignment is under investigation.  Green Freight Europe has been actively involved in the 
working group responsible for publishing this document. 
 
SOURCE: GREEN FREIGHT EUROPE 
 
To view the document please click HERE 

 
WORKABLE TRAN COMPROMISE URGENTLY NEEDED TO ALLOW GREENER TRUCKS  
 
The postponement of the expected vote in the TRAN committee of the European Parliament 
on the European Commission proposals revising the weights and dimensions of commercial 
road vehicles, should not risk blocking the rapid route to significant innovative safety and 
environmental improvements. 
 
CLECAT calls for the Rapporteur to urgently accept a compromise solution that will allow the 
manufacturers to make improvements to the aerodynamics and safety of trucks within the 
infrastructure constraints, to permit the fitting of aerodynamic fins to the rear of vehicle 
combinations that will help achieve substantial savings in fuel and vehicle emissions and finally 
to ensure that European Modular System (EMS) can be operated by the Member States that 
want to do so – as is the case today. 

 
RAIL 

 
4TH

 RAILWAY PACKAGE – CALL TO MEP FRIGO NOT TO SUPPORTING CER AMENDMENTS  
 
Following last week’s letter addressed to all MEPs (see Newsletter 7/2014), CLECAT, ERFA and 
ESC have sent another letter to the Transport Committee, calling them not to support the  
CER’s amendments which represent an important step backward to the initial proposals of the 
4th Railway Package.  
 
Reminding the main arguments presented to MEPs, this letter concludes that “These (CER) 
proposals reinforce integrated incumbent undertakings that - although permitted by the new 
provisions - want even more and continue to substitute themselves for Member States. This 
poses a real problem of democratic legitimacy. Member States and regions define spatial 
planning policies and those of associated transport modes, not incumbent railway 
undertakings.” 
 
CLECAT will carefully follow the debates in the Plenary Session in Strasbourg on 25 February 
2014 and keep Members informed. 
 

http://api.ning.com/files/wxWEJX1q6dZaC1nZ1NRIpJ2TeTgHUyH2hAa0Ggl1aLmJMfOdTAjXniUtRBW9TNvJ1r9F0hm7FzBre5J1qLG03VvwkR3QOU5M/C105710142AllocationofCO2emissionsroadfreighttransport.pdf
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GREEK PRESIDENCY DECLARES COMMISSION’S PROPOSAL ON SHIFT
2RAIL AS A PRIORITY 

 
On 19 February 2014, the Greek Presidency of the EU organised a conference in Athens on the 
Commission’s proposal to establish SHIFT²RAIL—a public-private partnership to invest in 
research and development in the rail sector. 
 
The Commission’s proposal was published on 16 December 2013 and proposed a public 
financing of €450 Million for the period of 2014-2020 to be met by €470 Million invested by 
the rail sector. 
 
MEP Brian Simpson, Chairman of the European Parliament’s Transport and Tourism (TRAN) 
Committee, applauded the initiative and expressed his sincere hope that Parliament will not 
reduce the budget allocated for SHIFT²RAIL. He added, “The TRAN Committee of the European 
Parliament has from the very beginning strongly supported the establishment of a European 
approach to rail research and innovation… SHIFT²RAIL is necessary to complement the work 
we are also doing to tackle other areas of EU rail legislation, with the aim of getting rail into a 
position where it can successfully compete with the other modes of transport.”  
 
Olivier Onidi, Director for the European Mobility Network at the European Commission, 
expressed the Commission’s satisfaction with the progress the initiative has made so far and 
insisted that it is a key pillar of the European strategy to improve Europe’s railways and boost 
the competitiveness and interoperability of the rail sector, stating, “rail is facing significant 
competition from other transport modes and from other regions of the world; in order to 
combat this, SHIFT²RAIL combines a significant amount of EU and sector R&D resources with a 
long-term vision that will produce tangible results that contribute to the EU’s ambitious 
transport goals.” 
 
The conference, which gathered officials from the EU institutions, executives from the 
European rail sector, Greek rail stakeholders, research centres and academia, has been the 
occasion for the Greek Presidency to declare that the adoption of Commission’s proposal in 
the Council was a priority of their Presidency. 
 
More information on Commission’s proposal on Shift2Rail is available HERE. More information 
on Shift2Rail initiative is available HERE. 
 

AVIATION  
 

NEW EU GUIDELINES FOR STATE AID IN THE AVIATION SECTOR ADOPTED 
 
On 20 February 2014 the European Commission adopted the new guidelines for state aid in 
the aviation sector in the EU, replacing the 2005 guidelines. The new rules set out under what 
conditions Member States and local authorities may grant state aid to airports and airlines. 
 
In his speech on the issue, Vice President of the European Commission responsible for 
Competition Policy, Mr Joaquín Almunia, remarked that the objectives of the new rules were 
to preserve a level playing field among airports and airlines irrespective of their business 
models, to contribute to a dynamic and competitive European aviation industry through a 
non-distortive use of public resources, and to ensure that taxpayers' money goes where it 
helps ensure the accessibility of Europe's regions and meet the transport needs of citizens. 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-13-1250_en.htm
http://www.shift2rail.org/
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Almunia then commented on the key principles of the guidelines.  About state aid he 
explained that it “should be used to create additional transport capacity where demand for it 
exists.” Currently there have been well-known examples of misuse of taxpayers' money in 
Member States that should be avoided. 
 
Public funding will be proportionate, where small airports receive higher aid than bigger ones.  
For example, for airports up to 1 million passengers a year, aid can be granted up to 75% of 
the eligible costs of the project; for airports between 1 and 3 million, 50%; for airports 
between 3 and 5 million, 25%. 
 
As far as the question of operating aid to airports, Almunia pointed out those airports that fail 
to cover their operating costs with own revenue will receive aid until they gradually become 
profitable.  Regarding the conditions that apply to aid benefitting airlines, Almunia explained 
that aid may be provided when public authorities are sometimes directly or indirectly involved 
in attracting airlines to a particular airport through marketing support, rebates or other 
incentives. Also, aid is available when airlines launch a new air transport route which improves 
the connectivity of a region.   In his closing remarks Almunia encouraged Member States to 
notify national schemes to the Commission rather than individual aid measures.  
 
Click here to read Almunia´s full speech 
 

CUSTOMS 
 

MORE THAN ADMINISTRATIVE COOPERATION 
 
On the 3rd March the IMCO Committee of the European Parliament will discuss the 
Commission’s PROPOSAL for a Regulation amending REGULATION (EC) NO 515/97 of 13 March 
1997 on mutual assistance between the administrative authorities of the Member States and 
cooperation between the latter and the Commission to ensure the correct application of the 
law on customs and agricultural matters. 
 
The Rapporteur for the IMCO Committee is the MEP Mr Correia de Campos (PT) – DRAFT 

REPORT. The voting in the IMCO Committee is planned on March 18th.   
 
The Title of the Regulation including the Commission’s proposed amendments is misleading in 
that it also puts certain reporting obligations upon “public or private service providers active in 
the international supply chain” (defined as: ‘owners, shippers, consignees, freight forwarders, 
carriers and other intermediaries or persons involved in the international supply chain’). 
 

GENERAL  
 

NEW FUNDING SCHEME SUSTAINABLE AND EFFICIENT FREIGHT TRANSPORT 
 
CLECAT participated in a dedicated stakeholder meeting organised by DG MOVE on the 20th 

February in Brussels on a new funding scheme for sustainable and efficient freight transport in 
Brussels. The Marco Polo II programme, an EU instrument supporting sustainable freight 
transport services since 2003 - will be discontinued in the current form beyond 2013. With the 
objective of improving efficiency and sustainability of European freight transport and logistics, 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-13-606_en.htm
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2013:0796:FIN:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:1997:082:0001:0016:EN:PDF
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+COMPARL+PE-527.948+02+DOC+PDF+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+COMPARL+PE-527.948+02+DOC+PDF+V0//EN&language=EN
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the European Commission is going to apply a new approach in the programming period 2014 – 
2020.  The introduction of a new funding scheme for freight transport services is currently 
being examined under the framework of the revised Trans-European Transport Network 
programme and the new instrument Connecting Europe Facility. 

An ex-ante study on this topic was commissioned by the Directorate General for Mobility and 
Transport and is being carried out by a consortium of Ecorys, CE Delft, TNO (the Netherlands), 
Transport & Mobility Leuven (Belgium) and PNO (Austria).  The purpose of the workshop 

was to discuss the preliminary results of this study with relevant stakeholders and in 
particular issues such as the underlying problems, market needs, areas of potential EU 
intervention, policy options and elements should be taken into consideration while designing 
the funding scheme.  

CLECAT has considerable expectations for a more constructive use of an instrument such as 
Marco Polo, by substituting for example the “shifting” idea with the more beneficial concept 
of “emissions reduction”.  

EUROPEAN GNSS: ROAD TRANSPORT, MULTIMODAL LOGISTICS AND DANGEROUS GOODS 
 
CLECAT participated yesterday in a conference organised by the European Commission (DG 
Enterprise) on topics from the GNSS APPLICATIONS ACTION PLAN related to the smart tachograph, 
long-range coaches, transport of dangerous goods, multimodal logistics, transport of 
dangerous goods, road tolling and the smart tachograph. The benefits provided by GNSS in 
these domains were presented in four sessions.  

The conference, divided in four session, provided an overview of the latest challenges and 
related policy developments in the specific transport domains, presented the added value 
delivered by the European GNSS solutions, and outlined the GNSS-based innovations and best 
practices developed by the industry. 

DG MOVE provided a report on how GNSS can support eFREIGHT.  A communication on 
eFreight can be expected in the coming months, just as well as a Communication on Logistics.  
In view of the political changes in the institutions, with a new Commissioner for Transport, 
Magda Kopczynska, Head of the Maritime transport & logistics unit, confirmed that the 
proposals would be ‘light’ with few proposals for legislative initiatives.  

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

 4 March 2014, FERRMED CONFERENCE: “Efficient multimodal transport in Europe through 
FERRMED standards’  EU Parliament in Brussels  

 6 March, TRANSPORT WEEK, Gdansk  

 19 March, ELA CONFERENCE: “Innovation in Urban Logistics and Multimodal Platforms. 

 Less congestion, greater sustainability?”, Brussels 

 20-23 March 2014, HQ MEETING FIATA , Zurich  

 27 March 2014, TRANSPORT BUSINESS SUMMIT 2014, Brussels 

 2 April 2014, MPE Lunch with MEP Gesine Meissner (ALDE/Germany), Brussels 

 15-16 May 2014, ESPO 2014 CONFERENCE: “Level Playing Field between Ports: a Must or a 
Myth?”, Gothenburg, Sweden 

 21-23 May, ITF SUMMIT, Leipzig  

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2010:0308:FIN:EN:PDF
http://www.ferrmed.com/?q=en/conferences
http://www.transportweek.eu/program-konferencji.html
http://www.elalog.eu/European_Conference
http://www.fiata.com/index.php?id=596
http://www.transportbusinesssummit.eu/
http://www.espo-conference.com/
http://2014.internationaltransportforum.org/
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 2-3 April, MARKET PLACE SEMINAR, Trieste  

 
.CLECAT MEETINGS. 
 
Security Institute 

 6 May (morning) 
Air Freight Institute 

 6 May (afternoon) 
Maritime Institute  

 7 May (morning) 
Sustainable Logistics Advisory Body 

 7 May (afternoon) 
Road Institute 

 19 March 2014, Zurich (joint meeting with FIATA) 
Board and General Assembly 

 3rd June, Brussels 
Customs and Indirect Taxation Institute  

 13th June, Stockholm 

 
.EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT. 
 
Transport and Tourism Committee Meeting 
 17-18 March 2014 

 31 March – 1 April 2014 
 
Plenary Session 

 24-27 February 2014 

 10-13 March 2014 

 2-3 April 2014 (Brussels) 

 14-17 April 2014 
 

COUNCIL   
 
Transport Council 

 14 March 2014  

 5 June 2014 

http://www.marketplaceseminar.org/

